


































































Cover Penstemons 

Penstemon davidsonii Greene var. praeteritus Cronquist 

From Steens Mt. of Hamey County, Oregon, and the Santa Rosa, Jackson, Pine 
Forest, and Black Rock ranges of Humboldt County, Nevada. Distinguished in the 
keys by the longer corolla (34-45 mm long instead of 20-36 mm in the variety 
davidsonii). A very distinctive plant, more upright than typical P. davidsonii, 
which might seem to support the researchers who would ally it to Penstemon 
fruticosus. It has tiny leaves less than 1cm long and tapered to the point with a 
sharp tip. As we know it here in Denver, it has a pretty red winter foliage color. It 
has proved willing both in sun and shade with rock garden treatment. It comes 
fairly well from midsummer cuttings. The plant has an overall aspect more like a 
Hebe than any other penstemon we have known. Noel Holmgren calls this "one of 
the most spectacularly beautiful wildflowers in the Intermountain region." 

Penstemon montanus ssp. idahoensis 

We acquired this plant from Marty Jones, of Avon, Colorado, who was sent 
cuttings by Jeanne Anderson, of Idaho Falls, Idaho. Jeanne got the cuttings at 
Lick Creek Summit above McCall, Idaho. This is a famous locality for this 
wonderful plant. The leaves are very white with dense hairs and are slightly 
revolute. Penstemon montanus varies greatly in leaf shape and hairiness and the 
subspecies idahoensis varies even more. The plants from this particular location 
seem to have the most attractive foliage of all the specimens we have seen. 

It is of some concern to us that this is such a difficult plant to grow. Please 
don't collect plants or cuttings, but try rather for seed. The hairiness of the leaves 
makes it very difficult to succeed with cuttings. We were pleased when it _ 
produced five or six flowers in 1989, but early this past May every stem produced 
flowers and soon the whole plant was covered with cool, ice-blue flowers until 
well into June.The flowers are closer to blue than any other Dasanthera in our 
experience, making a dramatic contrast to its polar-hear-white leaves. It would be 
instructive to grow more examples of this subspecies from other localities, 
however be cautioned before you set out to look for it that there is now a species 
Penstemon idahoensis recently named by Stan Welsh and Duane Atwood. It is an 
altogether unrelated species in the section Glabri from southernmost Idaho. 
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The Color Slide Collection 

The American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for loan 
to its members and to garden clubs. at no cost except postage. The postage to you will 
be paid by the Society; the return postage, plus insurance. by the borrower. One set of 
slides has been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other 
organizations. The other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of 
Penstemons, and is designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for 
identification. To request a loan, please write: James Taylor, Custodian of the Slide 
Library, 52 Eastwood, Hutchinson, KS 67501. 

The Library I 

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of 
charge for two weeks, and for $0.10 per week for two additional weeks. The Society 
pays the postage to the member. and the member pays the return postage. To request a 
loan please write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender. Librarian, American Penstemon Society. c/o 
Cox Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton, OH 45449. 

The following material is now available in the Library: 
Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society. 1946 to present. (One issue only to be 
borrowed at anyone time.) . 
Studies in Penstemons. by Ralph Bennett. 
No 1: Habroanthus, No.2: Dasanthera; No. 3: Eastern Species; No. 4 Anularius; No.5: 
Aurator. (One number only to be borrowed at anyone time.) 
History of the American Penstemon Society. 
Manualfor Beginners With Penstemon . 
The California Penstemons. by Percy C. Everett. 
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstemon number. 
Penstemon in Your Garden. by Glenn Viehmeyer. 
The National Horticulture Magazine, special Penstemon number, 1951. 
Taxonomy in Simple Language, by Ralph Bennett. 
The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America. by F. W. Pennell. 

Penstemon Field Identifiers, Nomenclature, and Key 

The Penstemon Field Identifier is a set of drawings and descriptions of penstemons, 
arranged geographically. The authors are Kenneth and Robin Lodewick; illustrations are 
by Robin Lodewick. The cost is $12.00 postpaid for US and Canada, $15.00 overseas. 
Penstemon Nomenclature, Updated in 1989 by the Lodewicks from Ralph Bennett's 
work. lists all currently known botanical names that have been applied to penstemons, 
and is an invaluable reference for the serious student of the genus. It costs $4.00 
postpaid in the US and Canada. $5.00 overseas. Key to Genus Penstemon, by Robin 
Lodewick. is a finding guide that supplements the Identifier with detailed descriptions. 
The first sections (103 species) were mailed to members with bulletin issues. Additional 
copies can be bought for $1.85. If you order the Identifier and Nomenclature, the Key 
sections are included free. These items can be ordered from Kenneth Lodewick. 2526 
University Street, Eugene. Oregon 97403. Checks should bc made payable to Kenneth 
Lodcwick. 
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