
























































it di d. The plant seemed weak and poorly adapted to the 
area where it was being grown. I started some seedlings of 
it thi s spri ng and w ill see if they do any better for me. 

Hyacinth flowered--These bloomed beautifully, but the majority of 
the plants died shortly after blooming for no apparent 

reason. 
t.. euglaucus--When I first got started with penstemon and read 

the information provided to beginners by the APS, I got the 
impression that the pents in the subsection Proceri would be 
ha rd to grow and were not recommended for begi nners. I 
thi nk that is not a tall true. I have grown t.. euglaucus 
for years and it is a favori te of mi ne. 

Also this year I have grown confertus and t.. rydbergii from 
seed. The P. confertus tried to bloom well into the summer so 
was not di scouraged by hi gh summer temperatures. I expect t.. 
confertu sand f:.. rydbergi i to put on qui te a show next year. 

I thi nk many do not grow plants in the Proceri group because 
the flower size is smaller than that of the other sections, but I 
have found them to be quite worthwhile where a lower sort of 
ground cover type is desi red. 

George Yingling, Dayton, OH 

As in other parts of the country, we had an early spring and 
the pents bloomed approximately two to three weeks early. This 
turned out to be a fortunate circumstance for the penstemons at 
Cox Arboretum were in bloom at the time of our Spring Festival. 
I sold at least 150 seedlings and could have sold 500 more, but 
that was all I had available. The rainbow of color in the two 
display patches attracted much attention. Comments on a few are 
as follows (at Cox Arboretum) . 

Smallii. On a slight slope next to Springboro Pike, which runs 
past the Arboretum, I had 100 plants in back of which were 
25 calacosus (white). The effect was stunning. Smal1ii 
grows well here, and although it is short-lived from 
blooming so hard, it self-sows readily producing many plants 
the following year . 

In a curved bed back of a small rock garden was a mixture of 
penstemons containing, in addition to 25 smallii: 
Grandifl orus. Both deep purple and light lavender varieties, 

mixed, along with pink, red, coral and white hybrids. These 
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tend to have leaf spots because of the moisture we get, and 
about hal f of them die each year. I keep replacements 
coming to replace the dead ones. The seeds germi nate 
readily with stratification. 

Hyacinth Flowered. A mixture of red, pink, purple and 
variegated blue-purple approximately 18" tall. They bloomed 
for a long time and bloomed again but not as much after I 
collected seeds and cut them back. These had endured a hard 
freeze (-19 F) but under snow cover. Most of them have 
survived • 

Tubaefl orus. A brilliant pure white, rather sparse of bloom but, 
wi th a dozen or more, provide outstanding accent in the 
garden . This is one of the best border whites. 

Marshall Hybrids. I have always like these for they are easy to 
grow and last quite well here. The colors are mixed ranging 
from rErl, pink and coral to purples and blue-purple. I have 
lost track of Marshall's 'identification numbers, but the 
bees do their own crossing so ••••• 

Cobaea. These have large white blooms with pink guide-lines and 
tend to bloom later then the others. They flop a bit here 
but are beautiful penstemons. 

Strictus. These are big sturdy plants but the flowers are not 
the nice blue I have seen in some in the West. The bloom is 
a variegated purple-blue. 

Barbatus. Reds, pinks, yellows and coral. Grouped in a dozen 
or more, the effect is stunning. One of my favorites and 
one of the first I grew years ago. 

Anza Hybrids. One of Myrtle Hebert's findings, a big sturdy 
plant that grows well here and similar to strictus. I have 
not tried to key it out. 

Hirsutus. Native to this area and easy to grow. Self-sows 
readil y. I have both the medi u m tall and dwarf types. One 
plant in the rock garden has lived for five years and 
usually has approximately 125 blooming stems with flowers a 
good purple, not pale, with white limbs (faces). 

Ovatus. The best blue in the garden but rather tentative here. 
I keep seedlings p coming each year to replace those that 
die. I like it ••• but then I like them all! 

am runni ng out of space so I will 1 ist a few of the 
"shrubbies." Cardwell ii, cardwelli i rosea?, fruticosus serratus 
'Holly', 'Crystal', rupicola alba, pinifolfus and a rupicola 
hybrid are growing well. The rupicola hybrid puzzles me for it 
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is growing well but has not bloomed. It does not have the 
typical rupicola leaf, for the leaves are narrow, almost like 
broad pine needles but not as long. I question whether it is a 
rupi co 1 a. 

Rose Sigurdson, Ethridge, HT 

We had a very dry year in 1984, depleting the subsoil 
moisture, with col d temperatures and very little snow in the 
winter of 1984-85. This year, 1985, we had an early warm spring 
with practically no moisture until latE' May and in June, when we 
got a little over 3 inches during this time. The grain crops 
came up but with no more moisture and with hot weather they soon 
stopped growing, and most of the crops in the area were a near­
failure or a total failure. Luckily, most farmers had the All­
Risk Crop Insurance so we had some money in the fall. With the 
lack of moisture, we had hordes of grasshoppers. These insects 
thrive in this kind of weather condition, and with very little 
grass to feed 00, they moved into the grain fields and the garden 
and yards. 

~ nitidus bloomed early and well because of the warm spring 
weather. The grasshoppers, which don't usually 11 ke pents 
if there is something else to chew on, ate nitidus off to 
the ground during July. After some August rains and quite a 
lot of rain in September, nitidus has small sprouts and I'm 
hoping it will make it through to spring. 

P. s trictus grew up from its root and made a good showi ng before 
thE' heat and grasshoppers finished it off above the ground. 
I t has not shown any fall growth 1 ike some of the others. 

's askatoon' hybrids-A few came up and showed a few blooms but soon 
died down. I don't know whether they will make it or not. 

'Flathead Lake' hybrid-I had one plant, a tubular scarlet bloom, 
that died down early in the year, never blooming, but I see 
it has put out new growth this fall. 

I did not water these plants as any new growth during the 
grasshopper season was promptl y E'atE'n. These insects even cut 

,every leaf off the lilac tree, mowed down thE' petunias and all 
other flowering plants except for some of the more bitter wild 
composi tes, sages etc. Then we had a snowstorm and col d 
temperature down to 2 degrees above zero the Hrst few days of 
October which seems to have finished off the grasshoppers. I 
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have not seen one since and it has warmed up to 70 degrees for a 
day or two. Now we need a late cold, wet spell in late spring to 
kill the ones that will be hatching then. 

Meanwhile, I had planted pent seeds in May in a sterile 
growing mix which came ina kit for growing herbs. I planted 7 
different kinds of pent seeds; ~ attenuatus, cream colored, .t. 
attenuatus, blue and Scharf 'Saskatoon' hybrids, pink. These 
seeds I had grown myself but only the 'Saskatoon' hybrids came 
up. I also planted r.:. strictus seed from the American 
Horticulture Society and P. 'Flathead Lake' hybrid from the APS. 
Trese seeds came up. Bette Peterson sent some seeds around in 
Robi n #15, ~ richardsonii and r.:. kunthi i which were planted. 
K unth i i di d not come up. 

June 12 I transplanted some of the little seedlings into 
small pots. When they were growing well, I attempted to set them 
out in their little pots in a plant tray to get used to the 
outsi<i?, but it was so hot, dry and windy that they could not 
take the outside. I continued to raise them inside in a sunny 
window. As they are mostly all biennials and do not grow very 
tall the first year, they did pretty well. A few died because I 
did not water soon enough a few times, but I had three strictus, 
three 'Flathead Lake' hybrids, two richardsonii and one Scharf 
's askatoon' hybrid. 

I have had good luck setting out plants around the first of 
October, but because of the col d weather and snow, I had to wai t 
until October 19. Tre ground is still warm and I hope all the 
rain and snow has washed the Triox, a weed killer we have used, 
out of thE' ground so it will not affect their growth. I cut the 
top and bottom from 2 1 b coffee cans and pushed them into the 
ground around each plant to protect them, espeCially from the 
strong winds. So far they look very good. I hope the weather 
stays warm enough for them to get well rooted before wi nter. 

This does not seem like very much penstemon news, not many 
plants anyway, but it may give some members an idea of the 
tenacity of pents under poor growing conditions. 
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CUSTOM WILDFLOWER PHOTOS 

Scenery Close-ups 
Environmental Flowers 

Slides or Prints 

Robert R. Davenport, 2013 Rd. 44, Pasco, WA 99301 
Phone; 509-547-0603 

I,' . American ,
the 

. . rtock Garden Societ~ 
offers 

QUARTERLY BULLETIN - SEED EXCHANGE 
COWRED SIJDE IJBRARY - BOOK LIBRARY 

NATIONAL. REGIONAL AND CHAPTERMEETlNG~ 

featuring 
STUDY WEEKEND. PLANT SHOWS. GARDEN TOURS, 

PLANT AND BOOK SALES 

apply to 

B uffy Parker, Secretary 
American Rock Garden Soci~ty 

15 fairmade Rd. 
Darrien, CT 06820 

o Member" $IS.OO/year 
D Patron" $50.00 
o Ufe Member $250.00 (individual) 
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