









































clear to Barr very early in his investigative work with the Plains plants, the very
lack of just such a book costing him much time in tracking down taxonomic and
cultural information. A friend supplied him with Ira Gabrielson's Western
American Alpines (Gabrielson, 1932) and he was challenged to write a companion
volume referencing the Great Plains species (Barr, 1969, 1976a).

Barr was a good writer, even a published poet (Barr, 1937b, 1938b), and he
spent many months going over his manuscript rewriting to obtain the precision of
meaning he desired. Yet, lacking the credentials of academic employment, Barr
feared that finding a willing publisher for his book would not be a simple task.
When he contacted an individual who enthusiastically agreed to publish his book,
his relief caused a mistake in judgment which very easily could have been the end
of his book project. He gave over to this publisher the only copy of his
manuscript. The publisher then delayed publication for years, insisting among
other things that Barr provide color photographs rather than the black and white
pictures he had taken over several decades. Barr finally requested return of his
manuscript and photographs, but many years later he had still not received his
color photographs and original manuscript. Eventually concern grew that the
book would not be published during Barr's lifetime. But with help from some
dedicated individuals, scientists and horticulturalists who understood the great
value of this manuscript (Barr, 1983), Barr's manuscript was reconstructed,
photographs were rechosen or retaken, and another publisher was found. Dr. Ron
Weedon of Chadron, Nebraska, deserves the lion's share of the credit for the
success of this effort. The proofs were finally compiled for Barr's inspection just
weeks before his death (Weedon, 1985). His friends believe that Barr died
knowing that he had fulfilled his lifetime desire - "to do for Great Plains plants
what Garbrielson did for the western alpines” (Barr, 1975). Jewels of the Plains
was published in 1983 by the University of Minnesota Press, and is available
postpaid for $19.95 from the Great Plains Botanical Society, PO Box 461, Hot
Springs, South Dakota 57747.

After Barr's death a Great Plains Botanical Garden was envisioned to carry on
Barr's work and commemorate his accomplishments. Many botanists had come to
regard his one-acre cultivated garden as the de-facto botanical garden for the
Great Plains, and felt that his accomplishments were much too valuable to be
allowed to languish (Reed, 1987). Several established botanical gardens were
beginning to build display areas for grassland plants of the plains or prairies, but
there was no single conservatory devoted completely to the study and display of
the Great Plains species (Reed et al, 1986).

Hot Springs, South Dakota was chosen as an appropriate location for the Great
Plains Garden. The town is already a common stopover for travelers and is
situated just at the midpoint for latitude, longitude and altitude of the Great Plains
as defined by Barr (Barr, 1983). That Hot Springs is located very near to Barr's
Prairie Gem Ranch is a convenient coincidence, and it should be noted that being
located near the mid-point of the Great Plains may have contributed to Barr's
successes in growing many species.

The Barr legacy, including his notes, his plant and seed collection, housed near
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the garden in the Claude A. Barr Archive in the Herbarium of Chadron State
College, Nebraska will give this new research and display center the advantage of
several decades of already completed work. This base provides immediate
direction for several lines of research into plants noted by Barr as having
agricultural or horticultural potential (Barr, 1958, 1961, 1968, 1973, 1983). The
plants that Barr grew and sold will now be identified, cultivated and propagated to
develop planting stock for the Claude A. Barr Memorial Great Plains Garden.

The Garden will not only serve as a memorial to an outstanding South Dakota
pioneer, but will most importantly continue to further the education of the public
as to the value and beauty of Great Plains plants.

Claude A. Barr might appropriately be called a prairie naturalist. Although his
emphasis was on the melding of botany and horticuture, his publications were not
limited to botanical subjects (Barr, 1937a). Many of his writings are descriptive,
intended to encourage the reader's interest in the floral species of the Great Plains
and their cultivation. The number and scope of Barr's documented discoveries
prove him a serious student of the Great Plains flora. Barr's discoveries of both
the scientific and horticultural values of plants provide a base and an inspiration
for further study of native plants, whether for medical, scientific or horticultural
purposes. The Claude A. Barr Memorial Great Plains Garden will be ideally
suited to continue his work.
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PRAIRIE GEM RANCH
SEEDS

1963 Crop
Claude A. Barr

SMITHWICK, SOUTH DAKOTA

SEEDS OF NATIVE PLANTS

especially of the High Plains, Badlands
and Black Hills

Hardy Pe.ennials, packet 25¢ except as noted:

Agastache anethiodora, Anise Hyssop. Tall frag-
rant herb, blue-purple spikes, June, on.

Allium cernuum, Nodding Onion. Pearly pink um-
bels, July, 8-16".

Aquilegia latiuscula, red and yellow Columbine. Much
like canadensis, larger, 24",

Argemone intermedia, Prickly Poppy. Crinkled 4"
poppies of fresh white silk. all summer.

Arnica fulgens. Large daisies, richest gold, in pat-
terned elegance. To 14", June.

Artemisia frigida. Low soft silvery green mound,
arching inflorescence to 14" or more, August.

Asclepias pumila, long blooming Dwart Milkweed.
White flowered, tiny leaves, 8.

Asclepias tuberosa, popular Butterfly Milkweed.
Gorgeous deep orange, 18" or taller.

Aster baiesi. Numerous arching stems, ropes of tiny
blue riorets. 20 to 30". Fall

Aster kumleini. ‘Prairie Gem' selection. an extra
choice dwarf in blue. 12" or less. 35c.

Aster kumleini. New wonderful deep pink. 35c.

Aster meritus. Pinkish violet in dense flat topped
masses, blooming lavishly in July. 10”.

Aster ptarmicoides. Excellent white with cream cen-
ters, July, August. 10-14". Sun or shade.

Aster saundersi. Medium blue, medium tall, dense
upright masses. Sun or half shade. New.

Astragalus crassicarpus, Bufialo Pea. Pinkish blos-
soms, trailing stems, bright plum-like fruits.

Astragalus striatus (adsurgens). Bluish purple low
mounds of blossoms to 20" wide. July.

Calochortus gunnisoni. Bulb. Three wide petals,
shining chalices of white. green marked.

Campanula pectiolata. Western, larger, more flor-
iferous Haiebell. 6-18". June and later.

Chrysopsis villosa, Golden Aster. Scintillating all
gold masses, September. Grayish 12" plant.

Dodecatheon puichellum (pauciflorum) Shooting
Stars. Lavender to rose or redder. To 8", May.

Oryriocallis fissa. Butter yellow clusters of small

single roses. May. June, 10-12".

nacea angustifolia. Bold pink daisies, mahogany
centered. 10-16", July. Splendid show.

Erigeron asper. To 10" tall. Inch wide daisies, gold
centered with a dense shaggy fringe of lavender.

Erigeron macranthus. Inch wide blue and gold in
wide masses at 14-18".
Glaucium tricolor, Horned Poppy. Long season of
reddisn orange. Handsome gray foliage. 30".
Gutierrezia sarothrae, Golden Dome. Vivid green
rouaded bushlets. turning to golid. Sept. 12
Hedeora camporum, Pennyroyal. Little lavender
mint flowers in long ceascn. Fine fragrance. 8.
Hymenoxys acaulis (Actinea simplex.) Gray ros-
ettes. fine vellow daisies. To 8".

Ipomoea leptophylla, Big-root Bush Morning-glory.
Laorge bush. fine purple-red trumpets.

Iris missouriensis. Slender foliage. silvery blue flow-
ers. late June. 10-16".

Lewisia rediviva, Bitter-root. Glorious carmine pink
3" blossoms on the ground. June.

Liatris ligulistylis, Blazing Star. Inch wide heads of
rose-purple. 12-24", July.

Liatris punctata, Dwarf Gayfeather. Small heads
closelv set in spikes. Purple, 14”. August.

Liatris pycnostachya. Tall Gayfeather with close-
{lowered ods of purple beauty.

Lilium bellatum  (philadelphi di ) wild
Red Lily. Large up-facing blossoms.

Linum lewisi, Wild Blue Flax. Dainty morning blos-
soms of light blue. June and later. 20".

Malvastrum coccineum, Flame Mallow. Salmon-scar-
let, 1" hollyhock blossoms, long season.

Mirabilis multiflora, Four-o'clock. Long season mag-
enta-purple. To 15", spread 30 or 0",

Monarda fistulosa, the spectacular large headed
Horsemint, Killdeer Mts. Lavender. 26”. 50c.
Nemastylis acuta, Prairie Irid.  Most lovely six-

petaled clear light blue. 8". June.
Nothocalais cuspidata. 2" wide double daisies of
shining gold. from the ground. 2-3". April, May.
Nuttallia decapetala, Evening Star. 10-pointed, 4"
creamy stars. To 28". Usually biennial.

Nuttallia stricta. Creamy stars 2" or more wide. 24"
or more. Perennial, long late season.

Oenothera caespitosa, Gumbo Lily. 3 to 4" wide 4-
petaled, fragrant white. To 3" Long season.

Oe. fremonti. Marvelous large light primrose yellow,
to 5. Narrow silvery leaves. 50c.

Oe. missouricnsis incana. Large vellow. Stems well
erect, to 10, leaves broad. grayish.

Oe. oklahomensis. Dozens of large yellow blos-
soms all summer. Wide plant, to 16" tall.

Oe. serrulata. Lavish producer of inch wide 4-petaled
saucers of yellow 10" or less.

Oxytropis lamberti, Purple Loco. Showy purple-red
spires to 12", June. Silvery pinnate leaves.

Penstemon albidus. Large flowered white, June.

P. angustifolius. Melting deep azure, 12", June. Wide
closely packed spires, large flowered.

P. angustifolius, in white. Very lovely.

P. calycosus (or digitalis?) Strongly tinted lavender
pink. 28",

P. eriantherus. Large flowered warm lavender.

P. glaber. Deep blue, large flowered. July. 18-25"

P. glabrescens (crandalli var?) 5" bushlet, winning
racemes of blue, unlike crandalli. 35c.

P. gracilis. Lavender or amethyst, graceful small
‘lowered kind of eas?' culture. 10-12".

P. grandiflorus. Very large, rich lavender, June. To
30" or more.* Glaucous spoonlike leaves.

P. grandiflorus. Marvelous pink selections that
should come reasonably true.

P. grandiflorus. Pure white, good percentage true.

P. nitidus. Brilliant blue, large, May. Select dwarf
strain, usually 8-10". Glaucous plant.

P. ovatus. Medium height with nice spikes of deep
blue, July.

P. palmeri. Sometimes to 50", with lovely fat bells
of rose pink. X

P. venustus. Many stems of medium flowers, par-
ticularly churming blend of violet and purple.

Penstemon Secba hybrid. Mixed colors, maroon-
purple, light red, pink, cream. Large. tall. »

petalostemon oligophyllus, Short-cone White Prairie
Clover. 10-12". July. .

Ptilocalais nutans. Chicory type heads in yellow,
long spring season, dainty, to 10" .

Ruellia humilis (ciliosa). Inch and a half bright lav-
ender petunias, long season. To 10”. .

Salvia argentea. Conspicuous large white-hairy
leaves, white mint blossoms, to 24”.

Salvia pitcheri.. Marvelous fall show in clear blue.
Many stemmed large plant, to 40”.

Sedum stenopetalum. July blossoms that glow like
small golden fires. Inconspicuous plant, 5.

Sideranthus spinulosus, Low spreading bushiet, gold-
en aster blossoms, freely, September. .

Sisyrinchium angustifolium, Blue-eved Grass. Six
petaled wide blue stars. To 8-10™.

Sisyrinchium campestre. Equally lovable flowers in
white or pale blue. 8", .

Solidago mollis. Especially choice variation, large
florets in billowy heads of rich gold. 12".
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Penstemon albertinus
Penstemon albidus
Penstemon alpinus
Penstemon angustifolius
Penstemon aridus
Penstemon caespitosus
Penstemon crandallii
Penstemon crandallii
"procumbens"
Penstemon eriantherus
Penstemon glaber
Penstemon glabrescens (crandalli
glabrescens)

Penstemon albertinus
Penstemon albidus
Penstemon alpinus
Penstemon ambiguus
Penstemon angustifolius
Penstemon aridus
Penstemon auriberbis
Penstemon buckleyi
Penstemon caespitosus
Penstemon cobaea
Penstemon crandalli var.
glabrescens
Penstemon crandalli var. taoensis
Penstemon digitalis
Penstemon eriantherus
Penstemon exilifolius
Penstemon glaber

Penstemon gracilis

Penstemon grandiflorus

Penstemon haydenii

Penstemon humilis

Penstemon linarioides coloradoensis

Penstemon nitidus

Penstemon procumbens (crandalli
procumbens)

Penstemon secundiflorus

Penstemon virens (humilis)

Penstemon (crandalli) glabrescens
Penstemon gracilis
Penstemon grandiflorus
Penstemon haydeni
Penstemon humilis
Penstemon ‘Seeba Hybrids’
(x grandiflorus)
Penstemon Viehmeyer hybrid
(grandiflorus type)
Penstemon nitidus
Penstemon pallidus
Penstemon secundiflorus
Penstemon strictus
Penstemon unilateralis
Penstemon virens ("humilis”)
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Penstemon acaulis - 1959, 1962a, 1963b, 1964a

Penstemon acuminatus - 1957b

Penstemon albertinus - 1959, 1961b, 1965a

Penstemon aurator - 1967b, 1971b

Penstemon albidus - 1933b, 1934a, 1946¢, 1946d, 1948a, 1951b, 1957b, 1959, 1962d, 1964c, 1965a,
1967b, 1968a, 1969, 1970a, 1970b, 1971b, 1973b, 1974b, 1975a, 1976, 1983

Penstemon alpinus - 1933a, 1933b, 1934a, 1934b, 1946a, 19464, 1959, 1964c, 1965a, 1970a, 1975a,
1983

Penstemon alpinus ssp. brandegei - 1983

Penstemon ambiguus - 1959, 1962a, 1963b, 1964c, 1965a, 1966, 1974a, 1976, 1983

Penstemon angustifolius - 1933a, 1933b, 1934a, 1934b, 1939c¢, 1940a, 1943c, 1946a, 1946d, 1946e,
1951b, 1957b, 1959, 1961b, 1964c, 1965a, 1966, 1967b, 1968a, 1969, 1970a, 1970b, 1971b,
1972, 1974a, 19754, 19754, 1975¢, 1976, 1983

Penstemon angustifolius v. caudatus - 1957b

Penstemon aridus - 1950b, 1957b, 1959, 1962a, 1974b, 1976

Penstemon auriberbis - 1971b, 1976, 1983

Penstemon brandigei - 1983

Penstemon buckleyi - 1946c, 1946d, 1957b, 1967b, 1971b, 1975a, 1983

Penstemon caespitosus - 1959, 1961b, 1963b, 1964a, 1965a, 1974a, 1975c¢, 1976

Penstemon caryi - 1973a

Penstemon caudatus - 1983

Penstemon cobaea - 1942b, 1946¢, 19464, 1975a, 1977, 1983

Penstemon confertus - 1961b, 1962a, 1964a

Penstemon crandalli - 1946d, 1959, 1961b, 1962a, 1963b, 1964a, 1965a, 1973b, 1974a, 1974b, 1975¢,
1976, 1977

Penstemon crandalliv. albina - 1961b, 1962a, 1974a

Penstemon crandalli v. typicus - 1959

Penstemon cristatus - 1933b

Penstemon davidsonii - 1971b

Penstemon digitalis - 1959, 1962a, 1971b, 1973a, 1974a

Penstemon eriantherus - 1933a, 1933b, 1934b, 1946¢, 1946d, 1948b, 1951b, 1957b, 1958, 19624,
1964c, 1965a, 1967b, 1968a, 1970a, 1970b, 1971b, 1974a, 1974b, 1975a, 1975c¢, 1976, 1983

Penstemon eriantherus v. saliens - 1957b, 1959, 1983

Penstemon ericopsis - 1975¢

Penstemon exilifolius - 1963b, 1964c, 1965a, 1966, 1967b, 1969, 1970a, 1974a, 1974c, 1976

Penstemon fendleri - 1983

Penstemon glaber - 1934a, 1934b, 19364, 1940a, 1946d, 1952, 1959, 1961b, 1962a, 1962d, 1963b,
1964b, 1964c, 1965a, 1966, 1967b, 1970a, 1971b, 1974a, 1975c¢, 1976, 1977, 1983

Penstemon glaber v. rosea - 1977

Penstemon glabrescens - 1959, 1961b, 1963b, 1965a, 1974a, 1975c¢, 1977

Penstemon gracilis - 1933a, 1933b, 1934a, 1946d, 1949, 1969, 1983

Penstemon grandiflorus - 1933a,1946¢, 1946d, 1951b, 1952, 1958, 1959, 1961b, 1962a, 1963b, 1964a,
1965a, 1967a, 1967b, 1969, 1970a, 1970b, 1971b, 1974a, 19753, 1975b, 1975c¢, 1976, 1977,
1983

Penstemon hallii - 1964c¢, 1976

Penstemon haydenii - 1944d, 1946¢, 1946d, 1951b, 1959, 1961b, 1963b, 1965a, 1970a, 19754, 19754,
1983

Penstemon humilis - 1946d, 1950a, 1961b, 1964c, 1973b, 1974b

Penstemon jamesii - 1946d, 1983

Penstemon laricifolius - 1965a, 1966, 1967b

Penstemon lavendulus - 1962a, 1964c, 1965a,1983
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Penstemon linarioides v. coloradoensis - 1959, 1961b

Penstemon linarioides v. compactifolius - 1961b, 1963b

Penstemon murrayanus - 1977, 1983

Penstemon nitidus - 1940a, 1946¢, 1946d, 1957b, 1959, 1961b, 1962b, 1963b, 1964a, 1965a, 1967b,
1970a, 1971b, 1972, 1974a, 19753, 1975¢, 1975d, 1976, 1977, 1983

Penstemon nitidus v. polyphyllus - 1957b, 1963b, 1972, 1983

Penstemon ovatus - 1961b

Penstemon osterhouttii - 1959

Penstemon pachyphyllus - 1977

Penstemon palmeri - 1961b, 1962a, 1963b, 1977

Penstemon pinifolius - 1959, 1961b, 1962a, 1963b

Penstemon procerus - 1946d, 1961b, 1973b, 1974b, 1983

Penstemon procumbens - 1959, 1961b, 1965a, 1974a, 1977

Penstemon radicosus - 1977

Penstemon richardsonii - 1965a

Penstemon rupicola - 1963b, 1971b

Penstemon saxosorum - 1959

Penstemon secundiflorus - 1946c, 1946d, 1957b, 1959, 1961b, 1962a, 1964c, 1966, 1972, 1974a,
1975a, 1975¢, 1976, 1983

Penstemon secundiflorus v. lavendulus - 1961b

Penstemon seeba (P. murrayanus x grandiflorus) - 1964a, 1965a, 1966, 1967a, 1967b, 1970a, 1971b,
1972, 1974a, 1975c¢, 1976

Penstemon strictus - 1962a, 1966, 1970a, 1974a, 1975¢

Penstemon strictus v. strictiformis - 1959, 1961b, 1962a, 1967b

Penstemon strictus v. typicus - 1959

Penstemon 1aoensis - 1961b, 1965a, 1974a, 1975c¢, 1976

Penstemon tolmiei - 1963b, 1974b

Penstemon unilateralis - 1946d, 1959, 1964c, 1966, 1970a, 1973b, 1974b, 1977, 1983

Penstemon venustus - 1963b, 1965a

Penstemon versicolor - 1983

Penstemon virens - 1957b, 1959, 1961b, 1964c, 1965a, 1966, 1974a, 1975¢, 1976, 1983

1933b. "Weatherproof Plants for Dakota Rock Gardens." North and South Dakota Horticulture
5(3):30-31, 35-36.

1934a. "Beyond Garden Walls on the Great Plains." Gardener’s Chronicle of America 38(4):100-102,
104, 113.

1934b. "Jewels of the Plains." North and South Dakota Horticulture 6(3/4/5):35-36,47-48,60.

1939¢. "Native Plant Finds.” Gardeners’ Chronicle of America 43(8):237-39.

1946a. "The Best Soil for Penstemons - Experiments with Different Soils." Bulletin of the American
Penstemon Society 2:52-55.

1946b. "Handling of Plants from Nurseries or the Wild." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society
2:55-57.

1946¢. "How to Succeed with Plains Penstemons." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 2:39-
40.

1946d. "The Life Span of Penstemons.” Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society 4(4):59-61.

1946¢. "Penstemon angustifolius." Quoted in Juanita E. Jorgensen, "Blizzard Belt Garden Notes."
North and South Dakota Horticulture 19(3):44.

1946f. "Summary of Reports on Plant Behavior." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 1:16-39.

1948a. "Penstemon albidus." Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society 6(4):62.
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1948b. "Penstemon eriantherus.” Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society 6(4):61-62.

1949. "Penstemon gracilis." Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society 7(4):60-61.

1950a. "The Engaging Penstemon humilis." Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society 8(2):30-31.

1950b. "Penstemon aridus." Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society 8(2):31.

1951b. "An Open Heart for Penstemons.” The National Horticultural Magazine 30(1):29-32.

1957a. "Packing Plants for Shipment." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 16:57.

1957b. "Reponts of Members." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 16:57.

1958. "The Germination of Great Plains Species.” Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society
16(1):9-11.

1959. "Reports on Behavior of Penstemons in Gardens and Evaluation by Members, List of Species
Being Grown by Each Member." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 18:101.

1961b. "Reports on Behavior of Penstemons in Gardens - The United States.” Bulletin of the
American Penstemon Society 20:76-78.

1962a. "Annual Reports by Members." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 21:101-2.

1963b. "Western Prairies. Annual Reports by Members." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society
22:160-62.

1964a. "Prairies.” In "Annual Reports on the Behavior of Penstemons in Gardens." Bulletin of the
American Penstemon Society 23:83.

1964c. "A Trip to Wyoming and Other States." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 23:48-49.

1965a. "Adventures of *65." In "Annual Reports on the Behavior of Penstemons in Gardens, The
Great Plains." Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 24:149-53.

1966. "Short Trip Stories.” Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 25:25-26.

1967a. "A New and Exciting Strain of P. grandiflorus”. Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society
26:90.

1967b. "The Prairie States." In "Parade of Penstemons, Annual Report." Bulletin of the American
Penstemon Society 26:146.
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Excerpts from The Writings of Claude Barr

..... The twenty or so penstemons of the Great Plains hold well to their
own domain in distribution. A few, such as P. grandiflorus, advance
into new ground in some northcentral states, while others have
climbed to foothill elevations in southern Wyoming, Colorado, and
New Mexico. There are some endemics. All are herbaceous and tend to
grow upright; prominent basal, overwintering leaf clusters are the rule
and the promise of good flowering. Adapted to the vagaries of the
climate, the thick leaves for many kinds are protected by a glaucous,
waxy coating or are more or less hairy. Others are green, glossy, and
light-reflecting. Thin-leaved ones, such as P. procerus and P. gracilis,
seek better soils or cool areas. In a series of favorable seasons a life of
five years is usual, but P. glaber and P. nitidus are known to double
that span. A shortened life is often the result of unendurable drought,
while the plant is carrying its habitual burden of slow-maturing seeds.
.......... Jewels of the Plains.

..... A flowery stretch of sandhills in northeastern Colorado, between
Holyoke and Wray, marks the northern limit of Penstemon ambiguus,
a fine-stemmed, densely branched bush about 18 inches high. Its day-
to-day, high-fashion attire of flat-limbed blossoms, often described as
phloxlike, makes it a prized possession in its flowering season.....Jewels
of the Plains.

In the early days of my special plant interests, a number of
distinctive species and forms slipped by or away from me and
indefinitely beyond recovery, due , it would seem, to an assumption
that they were typical or universal and could be obtained merely at the
thought. Further experience has taught me to place a far higher value
on these plants that carry a particular appeal.

Such a one was my first acquaiintance with Penstemon humilis
..... seeds of humilis came to me fashionably from a foreign country in a
gift of seeds from Winnipeg. The lone seedling that grew and in time
made an eight or nine-inch low mat of small, glossy, dark green leaves
upon a many-rooted crown, flowered happily for a number of years,
then suddenly disappeared. ...... The plant in its heyday bore a bevy of
stems of bloom, five or six or, perhaps, eight inches high. The color,
that soft lovely blue of velvet forget-me-nots on an old-time Easter
bonnet, near to copenhagen blue. The color tone and the freedom of
blooming endeared P. humilis to me. .......... "The Engaging Penstemon
humilis.” 1950. Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society 8(2):30.
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..... Penstemon aridus is a tiny thing, a close cushion of very narrow
darkish leaves, two inches or so high. It raises several dainty stems of
four to, possibly, seven inches well filled with lovely florets of deep
lavender, light lavender-blue or medium purple-blue.......... "Penstemon
aridus: A gem from Montana” 1950. Bulletin of the American Rock
Garden Society 8(2):31.

..... Qualified to offer some impressions by a familiar sojourning among
Penstemons for a third of a century, growing in my garden most of the
Great Plains species as well as a considerable number from other,
regions, I should advise, firstly, that impressions from early failures,
even though repeated, may fairly be rated misimpressions; and,
secondly, that the too-often gossiped inference that Penstemons are
short-lived has no proper basis. .....Grant that four to six years
constitiue a brief life-term. What of such as P. crandallii, that sends
down fully supporting roots from frequent nodes along every
advancing stem? In my garden it has had no other care than
protection from encroaching neighbors and a high slat shade to temper
the Plains sun and air. It has been with me for a dozen years; and, as
it annually renews itself. why can it not it go on indefinitely?

......... "The Life Span of Penstemons.” 1973. Bulletin of the American
Penstemon Society No. 23:124.

..... Being under the necessity of renewing the rosette or of producing
laterals or buds from the old crown each year, a lush growth at
flowering time, followed by heavy seed production, may result in
complete exhaustion from which there is no rallying. A moderate
growth induced by a lean soil and a sparing but dependable moisture
supply will afford the best conditions for the dry-land species of the
plains and foothills. After flowering, take care to remove the flowering
stems promptly, stir the soil, and water if very dry. When the
formation of buds or laterals is evident, further activities should not be
encouraged.

If anything more need be said, it is, doubtless, that dry climate
plants enjoy dryness, within limits. By all means a chance to dry off
after any sort of wetting is important. An essential of good culture,
then, is an airy situation. Much sun, a shallow surfacing of fine
gravel or stone chips about the crowns, and under-drainage sufficient
to carry downward the temporary excesses of water in the soil, are all
aids that ardent hosts of penstemon beauty will not hesitate to press
into service. Dry climate soils are usually alkaline to a more or less
degree, so try a bit of lime. ........ "How to succeed with Plains
Penstemons.” 1975. Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society
No.34:28B.
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A Penstemon Pest
by Robin and Kenneth Lodewick

We used to think that penstemons were relatively free of insect pests and
diseases, other than molds and fungi. Then in the spring of 1988 many of the
penstemons in our garden put up swollen stems with distorted leaves and flowers.
We thought it might be caused by a virus. When we took specimens to the local
agricultural extension agent and showed them to a master gardener, he said the
swellings were the result of environmental stress. Since February and March had
been unusually dry, this sounded likely. Then in late July we met Gwen Kelaidis
on Mt. Hood at the Ameican Rock Garden Society Annual Meeting. She said the
cause was a scale insect and that scars on the swollen parts would show where the
insects had been sucking. We found the scars.

Though we do not know which scale insect did the damage, treating the plants
with a systemic insecticide seemed to be the answer. After we used Orthene later
growth was normal. (Warning: DO NOT USE ORTHENE ON OR NEAR FOOD CROPS.)
We intend to find out more about the insects involved. If they spend time in the
soil, beneficial nematodes may be a better control.

We have been wondering whether the pattern of die-back in penstemons may
be related to a virus or a bacterial infection. One of the experts on plant diseases
at the state university should be able to tell us. Viruses cause similar drying and
die-back in other plants, especially the mint family and kinnikinick
(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi).

More Thoughts on the Penstemon Pest
by Gwen Kelaidis

My experience with the pest described above started two years ago. I noticed
die-back on Penstemon caespitosus, and on closer examination noticed swollen,
curved stems and a white, fringed scale. The following year many of my
penstemons were affected, but mostly the Caespitosi and the Dasanthera section.
I sprayed three times, a week apart, with Orthane last year. The swollen stems do
not disappear, but I hoped I had killed the insect. But this year almost every
species I grow has been hit. The Dasanthera are especially affected, and the
Coeruli (P. bracteatus, Heaven spare us!), and even the invulnerable P. pinifolius
showed heavy infestation. This disease, whether the virus or the insect itself,
certainly kills penstemon plants, and I have adopted a much more aggressive
spraying program. I am alternating Isotox, Sevin, and Malathion mixed with
dormant oil, on a weekly schedule. This seems to have stopped the spread, but
the plants are also showing stress. Tom Vanderpoel, of Barrington, Illinois,
recommended the Malathion and oil treatment, saying that he had been successful
in getting rid of the scourge with this poison. The dormant oil is used in this
mixture as a spreader, in a much lower dose than the winter application to fruit
trees. Next year I intend to start spraying with the onset of warm weather, and
hope to break the life cycle of whatever this pest is. I haven't been able to get any
of a variety of plant inspectors and extension agents to identify it. Stay tuned!
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Upcoming Meetings

Northwest Meeting in Calgary: July 9, 1990

We are very fortunate to have Pauline Olthof organizing a meeting in Alberta,
Canada for July of 1990. The meeting will start in Edmonton, and then move to
Calgary. The tentative schedule is as follows:

Friday, July 6, 1990. Arrival in Edmonton and overnight. Dinner and Talk by

Ms. Julie Hrapko on "A Botanist's View of Alberta.”

Saturday, July 7. Visit to the Devonian Botanic Garden. Trip to Calgary with

stops underway. Dinner and overnight in Calgary. Talk.

Sunday, July 8. Visit to Plateau Mountain, a plateau of patterned ground with

tundra vegetation.

From there you can follow the Trans-Canada Highway west through Banff and
then south through Kootenay National Parks back to the States, and east back to
and through Calgary on the Trans-Canada and connect with Hwy. 2 south to get
back to the US.

Please let Pauline know as soon as you know if you plan to attend. Write her
for more detailed information at 179-954 16th Avenue Northeast, Calgary,
Alberta, T2E ILI, Canada.

Notes from the President
by Gwen Kelaidis

This has been a busy year for the American Penstemon Society! Ann Bartlett
has updated the membership list considerably, and we find that we now have
about 375 members! Dale Lindgren has begun the job of Registrar of Cultivars
and Hybrids. Several members have made large contributions of information to
the files on hybrids and cultivars, and we look forward to a coming update in the
status of these interesting penstemons.

I am sorry to report that Bette Petersen suffered a stroke in January, and had to
give up the job of Director of the Seed Exchange. We wish her a speedy and
complete recovery. Our hardy thanks to Cliff and Luella Lewis for finishing out
the job this year. Ellen Wilde has agreed to take on this exciting and challenging
position. Please read her notes in the column that follows.

The Nominating Committee has reported on a recommended slate for the
election to take place this summer.

President George Yingling
Vice President Orville Steward
Secretary Ann Bartlett
Treasurer Steve Hoitink

Member-at-Large ~ Dara Emery
Member-at-Large  Fred Case
Member-at-Large  Barrie Porteous
Please indicate your vote and any write-in candidate on the enclosed ballot and
return it to Ken Lodewick, 2526 University Street, Eugene, Oregon 97403 by
August 15, 1989.
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Notes from the Robin Director
by Betty Davenport

My thanks to those members who responded to my column in the December
1988 Bulletin. We now have members from England, Norway and
Czechoslovakia in a single robin. I have filled some of the Cross Country robins.
There have been enough requests to start a California and small penstemons
robin. Both have made one round already.

There are openings in the following robins: Photo, West Coast, Short
Penstemons, California, Northeast and Cross Country robins. Members can
belong to more than one robin. To join a robin write to me telling a little about
yourself and your plant interests and the type of robin desired. I will place you in
arobin and send your name to the Director and you will receive a letter from her
about when to expect the robin. New robins can be started if there is enough

interest. Directors are needed to start new robins plus at least four other members.

Status of requested robins is:

Canadian: needs a director and members

Rock garden: have a director, needs members

Cross country: need director and members

Specific botanical sections (examples Glaber, Dasanthera):

need directors and members

Advanced growers: needs a director and members

Dryland gardening: needs a director and members

Perennial border: needs a director and members

Northeast: have a director and two members

Southeast: needs a director and members

Midwest: needs directors and members

Hybrids: needs director and members

Any volunteers!!!! Participation in a robin will bring new friends and
gardening information. If you are interested in any of the above robins please
write me at 11077 Victor Ave, Hesperia, CA 92345. My phone number is 619-
949-8164. I hope to hear from so many APS members I won't be able to answer
all of you.

American Rock Garden Society

offers

QUARTERLY BULLETINS: SEED EXCHANGE; COLORED SLIDE LIBRARY; BOOK
LIBRARY; NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND CHAPTER MEETINGS

featuring

STUDY WEEKENDS; PLANT SHOWS; GARDEN TOURS; PLANT AND BOOK SALES

apply to:
Buffy Parker, Secretary American Rock Garden Society
15 Fairmade Road, Darrien, CT 06820
Annual Membership $20
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Notes from the Seed Exchange Director
by Ellen Wilde

The Seed Exchange will be glad to have any and all seed of penstemons with
any information you can supply. If you have grown the plants in your garden,
please check the name you have for them against botanical illustrations, since we
are finding that many incorrectly named species are showing up. Itis very
disappointing to grow plants for two or more years and then find out only when
they bloom that they are not what you had anticipated! It is better to have no
name than an incorrect one. If you have beautiful, garden-worthy plants that you
cannot identify, send the seed anyway with as detailed a description as possible of
the plant. If it was growing in the wild include the location where you found it,
soil type, plant community and exposure, as well as state, county, highway
number, etc. Some people will enjoy trying unnamed varieties.

Please send the cleaned seed as early as possible, but no later than November
1. I will try to have the seed list out by the end of November. I would appreciate
any suggestions you have for making the seed exchange fit your needs, and will
also appreciate your sharing information with us on how penstemons grow for
you.

Request for Seed
P. cobaea, P. triflorus, P cobaea x P. triflorus and Henry Hybrids.

I would like to evaluate all the sources I can find of these seed to see how they
compare to the P. cobaea x P. triflorus plants here at North Platte. I especially
need P. triflorus. Please write: Dale Lindgren, West Central Research and
Extension Center, University of Nebraska, Route 4 Box 46A, North Platte,
Nebraska 69101
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Cover Penstemon
by Ronald R. Weedon and Joyce Phillips Hardy

Penstemon haydenii S. Watson

The early years of our search for Penstemon haydenii throughout the millions
of acres of the vast Nebraska Sandhills were discouraging, for so few of the plants
were seen and they were in very small colonies. Wayne and Opal Keller of the
small town of Oshkosh near the southwestern portion of the Sandhills read of our
work in the North Platte Telegraph. The Kellers owned the ranch north of
Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge, and in July, 1979, they took us to a
remote location where for the first time we saw a relatively large number of plants
in one setting. We began to have real hope for the survival of the species. The
Kellers' committed enthusiasm for this rare and striking species has resulted in a
major contribution to its survival, the purchase of the Grave's Ranch Preserve by
the Nature Conservancy.

The white-flowered color form of Penstemon haydenii was first photographed
by Opal Keller in the southwestern Nebraska Sandhills in 1970. There appear to
be no earlier records of this rare and beautiful color form. Penstemon haydenii is
the only federally designated endangered plant species endemic to Nebraska. The
species was familiar to the Kellers as the fragrant bluebells long before it gained
prominence as an endangered species. Color forms locally known vary from
milky blue to purple, light violet, purplish white or light pink. Flower color thus
appears to be a highly variable trait within a population of this penstemon,
probably as a result of both genetics and the stages of floral development. For
more information on this species see page 6.

Penstemon haydenii, as an endemic to the Nebraska Sandhills, naturally grows
only in the wind-eroded blowouts and their nearby slopes of sand deposition, and
the picture on the back cover shows it growing in its native habitat.
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The Color Slide Collection

The American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for loan
to its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage to you will
be paid by the Society; the return postage, plus insurance, by the borrower. One set of
slides has been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other
organizations. The other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of
Penstemons, and is designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for
identification.To request a loan, please write: James Taylor, Custodian of the Slide
Library, 52 Eastwood, Hutchinson, KS 67501.

The Library

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of
charge for two weeks, and for $0.10 per week for two additional weeks. The Society
pays the postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage. To request a
loan please write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender, Librarian, American Penstemon Society, c/o
Cox Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton, OH 45449.

The following material is now available in the Library:

Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society, 1946 to present. (One issue only to be
borrowed at any one time.)

Studies in Penstemons, by Ralph Bennett.

No 1: Habroanthus, No. 2: Dasanthera; No. 3: Eastern Species; No. 4 Anularius; No. 5:
Aurator. (One number only to be borrowed at any one time.)

History of the American Penstemon Society.

Manual for Beginners With Penstemon .

The California Penstemons, by Percy C. Everett.

Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstemon number.
Penstemon in Your Garden, by Glenn Viehmeyer.

The National Horticulture Magazine, special Penstemon number, 1951.

Taxonomy in Simple Language, by Ralph Bennett.

The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America, by F. W. Pennell.

Penstemon Field Identifiers and Nomenclature

The Penstemon Field Identifiers are a set of drawings and descriptions of penstemons
arranged geographically. They were written by Ken and Robin Lodewick and
illustrated by Robin Lodewick. Each section costs $1.50, and the set of eight costs
$12.00 postpaid for US and Canada, $15.00 overseas. Penstemon Nomenclature,
updated in 1987 by Ken and Robin Lodewick from Ralph Bennett's work, lists all
currently known botanical names that have been applied to Penstemons, and is an
invaluable reference to the serious student of the genus. It costs $4.00 postpaid to the
US and Canada, $4.50 overseas. These items can be ordered from Kenneth Lodewick,
2526 University Street. Eugene, OR 97403. Checks should be made payable to
Kenneth Lodewick.
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