


























































Cover Penstemon 
by Panayoti Kelaidis 

Penstemon pseudospeclilhilis Jones 

Penstemon pseudospectabilis is a tall perennial, from three to over 
four feet in height under garden conditions. In dry years in nature it 
may only produce one or two stems, but in the garden a single clump 
may have a dozen or more stems with numerous rose pink flowers 
produced from April to July, depending on altitude and climate. Like 
many red-flowered penstemons it has thick, almost succulent foliage. 
The sharply toothed stem leaves form a cup beneath the flowers. 

Gardeners usually associate the Sonoran and Mojave deserts with 
succulents and palm trees, and perhaps those very rare and special 
springs when the desert bursts into spectacular bloom. This region is 
actually the center for many penstemons, notably the Elmigera and 
Peltanthera sections, which contain most of the showy red flowered 
members of the genus. Surprisingly few plants from the Southwest 
have gained wide currency in horticulture. Of those that have, coral 
bells (Heuchera sanguinea) and pineleaf penstemon (Penstemon 
pinifolius) have proven to be among the longest blooming, most 
adaptable perennials in cultivation. From my experience, Penstemon 
pseudospectablis might well be added to this list. 

There is something a little sad in describing any plant as "pseudo," 
and one only assumes that Marcus Jones was feeling rather 
uncreative when he named this dramatic, showy plant. Penstemon 
spectabilis, its purple-blue flowers notwitstanding, does bear a 
superficial resemblance to our plant, and they are both members of 
the Peltanthera, or Spectabiles section. Penstemon pseudospectabilis 
has flowers of a lovely cerise, and foliage that is generally much 
more glaucous and toothed than its blue-flowered cousin. The best 
known member of this section is probably P. palmeri, a much paler 
pink, and usually quite short lived. Penstemon pseudospectabilis 
grows over a great range of elevation throughout both the Sonoran 
and Mojave deserts of southern California and Arizona and 
westernmost New Mexico. Below three thousand feet it can be found 
growing with other xerophytes such as the teddy bear cholla 
(Opuntia bigelowil) seen in the background on the front cover of this 
bulletin. It also grows much higher, to 7000', among pines and oaks 
where it is subjected to much colder and wetter conditions. 

Seed has been offered regularly in recent years by Plants of the , 
Southwest and Southwestern Native Seeds. Plants will usually blodm 
the second year. This is a lovely, long blooming addition to any dry 
perennial border. 
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The Color Slide Collection 

American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for loan 
its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage to you will 

be paid by the Society; the return postage, plus insurance, by the borrower. One set of 
slides has been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other 
organizations. The other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of 
Penstemons, and is designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for 
identification. To request a loan, please write: James Taylor, Custodian of the Slide 
Library, 52 Eastwood, Hutchinson, KS 67501. 

The Library 

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of 
charge for two weeks, and for $0.10 per week for two additional weeks. The Society 
pays the postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage. To request a 
loan please write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender, Librarian, American Penstemon Society, c/o 
Cox Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton, OH 45449. 

The following material is now available in the Library: 
Bulletin of the American Penstenwn Society, 1946 to present. (One issue only to be 
borrowed at anyone time.) 

in Penstenwns, by Ralph Bennett. 
1: Habroanthus, No.2: Dasanthera; No.3: Eastern Species; No.4 Anularius; No.5: 

(One number only to be borrowed at anyone time.) 
History of the American Pensterrum Society. 
Manualfor Beginners With Penstenwn . 
The California Penstenwns, by Percy C. Everett. 
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstemon number. 
Penstenwn in Your Garden, by Glenn Viehmeyer. 
The National Horticulture Magazine, special Penstemon number, 1951. 
Taxorwmy in Simple Language, by Ralph Bennett. 
The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America, by F. W. Pennell. 

Penstemon Field Identifiers and Nomenclature 

The Penstenwn Field Identifiers are a set of drawings and descriptions of penstemons 
arranged geographically. They were written by Ken and Robin Lodewick and 
illustrated by Robin Lodewick. Each section costs $1.50, and the set of eight costs 
$12.00 postpaid for US and Canada, $15.00 overseas. Penstenwn Nomenclature, 
updated in 1987 by Ken and Robin Lodewick from Ralph Bennett's work, lists all 
currently known botanical names that have been applied to Penstemons, and is an 
invaluable reference to the serious student of the genus. It costs $4.00 postpaid to the 
US and Canada, $4.50 overseas. These items can be ordered from Kenneth Lodewick, 
2526 University Street. Eugene, OR 97403. Checks should be made payable to 
Kenneth Lodewick. 
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