




















Karlene DeFatta, Keithville, Louisiana
#6 Cross Country

December, 1990

1 ordered penstemon seeds from the seed exchange. I pray no disaster hits me
this time. I'm thinking about growing some penstemons in large pots sunken in
the ground for moles are destroying so many things (at least the mice that run the
mole runs do). If I had gravel and sand in the pot do you think that would work
for penstemons?

April 14, 1991

The Penstemon tenuis are in bloom. The P. laxiflorus and P. digitalis are in
bud. P. tubaeflorus will bloom later. The plants themselves are pretty. A
wildflower friend from Texas brought me three P. triflorus. They are blooming, a
rose-red bloom with white marking in the throat. I hope I can make them happy so
they will stay with me. I have penstemon seedlings growing under lights now. I've
transplanted P. barbatus seedlings.

Jack Ferreri, Verona, Wisconsin
#14 Cross County

December 26, 1990
Not much going on here except seed-sowing and dreaming. A few questions

for the penstemon crew:

1) In Rocky Mountain Alpines, Jim Borland’s article on germinating Rocky

Mountain plant seed (pp. 212- 220) indicates that almost all penstemon seed

normally needs a two to three month stratification before germination. In my

experience, many (perhaps a third)penstemon species give reasonable germination

almost immediately after sowing. What’s been the experience of the Robin

members?

2) With my confidence bolstered and revelling in the bounty of the APS seed !
exchange, I’ve been growing all sorts of penstemons from seed. Once these plants |
mature enough to flower, assuming I haven’t killed them all, how much cross- !
pollination should I expect? Are penstemons as promiscuous as dianthus and
aquilegia? If I’'m growing twenty or so penstemons and a seedling pops up

somewhere, is it likely to be a hybrid? Or is it more likely to simply be a true

seedling from one of the species, and I'll be able to match it up with the parent
once it matures?

3) How much “freelance hybridization” has gone on with penstemons? I sec a

few penstemon cultivars offered in the trade, but not very many. Is this an area

that serious penstemon people are busy at work on in their backyards? Or is the

variety of penstemons available so great and so relatively unexplored that

hybridization just hasn’t emerged as an area of interest?
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Jack Goertzen, West Coast Riverside, California
#10 Southwest, #2 Photo

March §, 1991

Dear Penstemaniacs—this is really an appropriate name for people who put on
their binoculars and observe seedlings each day and count cell divisions. At the
moment P. superbus hybrid from “B.D.” is growing and blooming. The P.
pseudospectabilis is over 8 feet high, but the blooms are miniscule. The Sutton’s
hybrids bloom a little all year. Penstemon clevelandii has buds. ‘Cherry Time’
blooms all year.

Sherman’s Pass isn’t shown on 5 California maps. Go to Lake Isabella, then
take the road north along the Kern River toward Johnsonville. Along the way, a
sign points abruptly to the right and away you go up and up. At about 5-6000 ft.
you begin to see penstemons and up to 9200 ft. (P. caesius, as I recall, was the
highest and P. laetus the lower). And then there is P. newberryi ssp. newberryi
growing in rocks in beautiful red mounds—really “Mountain Pride”. We saw
bloom July 4th. In September I got lots of seed.

January 12, 1991

I can’t remember who kindly gave me the address of Stueve & Sons, Inc. in
Corvallis, OR, but I sure appreciate it. They have some excellent equipment for
growers. I got 2 racks of 8” long tubes of which there are 98/rack...many
commercial containers are so shallow.

While “up North”, Santa Rosa area, I was looking for penstemon and
calochortus and was pretty lucky. There are two Calochortus kennedyi
possibilities and one nursery which had about 15 varieties of penstemons...among
them, ‘Sour Grapes’. The nursery woman is listed in our guide as a member.
Sherri Althouse, California Flora Nursery, P. O. Box 3, Fulton, CA 95439. Fulton
is near Sebastopol or Santa Rosa. They have a long list of California natives.

May 13, 1991

The P. spectabilis I have in a one cubic foot pot has a trunk like a small tree.
The P. heterophyllus and P. smallii are greatly overshadowed. In bloom are P.
pseudospectabilis, P. clevelandii, P. eatonii, P. hirsutus, ‘Big Red’, ‘Sour Grapes’,
‘Midnight’, ‘Sutton’s Hybrids’, ‘Evelyn’, P. centranthifolius, ‘Cherry Glow’,
‘Bow Jensen’, Hidcote Pink’, P. superbus.

I've been spraying my penstemon transplants with Captan. They are growing
well, perhaps P. fendleri might respond to such treatment. Of course Benlate,
Turban, Triforine, etc. are good fungicides. The latter is the main ingredient of
Ortho’s Funginex. All these are systemic. A local man I talked to about rose
cuttings uses Triforine dip and spray on his cuttings before covering the pots with
plastic to keep up the humidity (and, unfortunately, provide optimum fungal
conditions). Several members have described the same results I’ ve had with
cuttings under plastic bags, i. €. fungus.



Alan Granger, Manchester, England
#8 Small Penstemons

September 6, 1991

I have recently joined the APS and yesterday received my second Bulletin. I
am basically an alpine lover and penstemons fall into my area of interest within
the North American flora. I first became interested as a direct result of attending
Panayoti’s excellent talk on penstemons and phloxes at the International
Conference in Warwick. I already grew P. hirsutus var. pygmaeus and P. rupicola,
but was knocked-out with P. grahamii, P. montanus (and ssp. idahoensis) and a
white P. fruticosus. My main interests lie in New Zealand and North American
alpines. I have not been gardening long although my interest in alpine plants
spans about 10 years. My garden is small...I do a lot of my gardening in troughs
and pots. I enjoy photography, particularly close-up work, and especially like
Gwen’s photos in the Bulletin. I recently constructed 14 hypertufa troughs and
planted them with different themes.

November 5, 1991

I took delivery only yesterday of Duncan Lowe’s Growing Alpines in Raised
Beds, Troughs, and Tufa published by Hatsford and available through the Alpine
Garden Society. It seems to be one of the better books on the subject.

Phyllis Gustafson, Central Point, Oregon
#8 Small Penstemons

January 23, 1992

My first love is alpine plants and rock gardening in general. I've worked,
making cuttings and potting, for Siskiyou Rare Plant Nursery for the last 11 years.
Another love is photography. I am working on a slide program of native plants of
the Siskiyou Mts. for the ARGS Library to be ready in another year.

At home I love to grow from seed. I grow a number of penstemons on a very
hot, sunny, crevice-style rock garden in front of the house. In the coolest place,
facing east on a wall about 3 ft. high, I grew a mat about 8 ft. long of P.
cardwellii ‘“Roseus’. It had the dreaded Pittosporum pit scale. I took off a 4
gallon pail of curled tips one day in May and again later in the summer.

It is said that the P.P. scale is probably from Europe, but I am pretty sure it is
“native” here as well. The first experience I had with it was with P. tracyi,
collected from its type-location on top of a mountain in the Marble Mits. of No.
California. A plant from the collected cuttings was planted in a friend’s garden
and in about 3 years all sorts of plants in the general area had these funny
distortions.

On a rock outcrop, near Castle Lake, west of the town of Mt. Shasta in No.
California, a beautiful shrubby hybrid penstemon blooms to perfection each
summer. Last year, that wonderful plantsman, Roy Davidson, brought some
cuttings by, sure that the Nursery would want to introduce this plant. I had to
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throw away all the cuttings. Every one had the swelling of the P.P. scale.

In this hot crevice garden I also grow P. rupicola alba, P. menziesii ‘Broken
Top’, P. linarioides, P. linarioides coloradoensis, ‘Pink Holly’, P. discolor, and P.
newberryi, my selection from Mt. Lassen. All of these and P. carawellii ‘Carolyn’,
collected by Jerry Colley on Whiskey Peak in the Siskiyous, do well for me.
‘Carolyn’ was just named in 1991 and has large pink flowers. I make cuttings in a
little heated box in my cold frame. Last year I put P. thompsoniae out in this area.
It looks so fragile. Will it make it? I love P. hirsutus var. pygmaeus and my stand
comes almost 100% true. I throw out any that do not flower on strong stems with
good-size blooms. I have a batch of albus as well; someday I hope to have a really
good form come 90% of the time or better.

R. Ward Harrington, Peekskill, New York
#3, Cross Country

July 26, 1991

I am still looking forward to a good stand of penstemons. The suggestions
offered for soil are much appreciated. There is a temptation to tend toward
enriched soil, but that, it is suggested, is not particularly desirable for penstemons.
My bumbling ways bring to my mind a saying that from the Pennsylvania Dutch,
viz., “We learn so slow, and get old so fast.” Some day I will have to go west and
get a good exposure to penstemons.

Verla Heitman, Hardy, Nebraska
#13 Directors, #3 Cross country

August 29, 1990

This year I planted the seed in coffee cans with the bottoms out in a raised seed
bed. I put Hyponex potting soil plus a little kitty litter in each can, sowed the
seeds on top of the mix, and then put some ice cubes on top of that to provide
moisture. I covered the cans with plastic lids or liter bottles.

I checked to see just what I have of the plants after this summer and the
following are there: lots of P. strictus, 3 P. hirsutus, 3 Scharf hybrid red, 1 P.
crandallii from Wilde Garden ‘89, 3 Scharf hybrid blue, 1 Keckiella ternata,
several species from Lodewick ‘89, several P. unilateralis (virgatus asa-grayi),
several P. cobaea X P. triflorus. 1 also have lots of ‘Prairie Snow’ and ‘Bandera’
from my own seed.

March 15, 1991
The P. digitalis ‘Husker Red’ and the red-stemmed P. digitalis are looking

good. I have lost some of the ‘Bandera’. Penstemon grandiflorus white seems to
be the hardest for me to keep—they are the ones I truly treasure. I did transplant a
few from the seed frame last fall and put cedar boughs over them, when I lifted
the boughs yesterday, the plants were nice and green under them. I was so pleased
to see that the same held true for the P. cobaea x P. triflorus.
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August 21, 1991

I was so thrilled when the P. cobaea x P. triflorus bloomed for me this year.
They were lovely, but the ones at the North Platte Ex. fields are hard to beat.
‘Husker Red’ is still blooming . Plants of P. grandiflorus ‘Prairie Snow’ also
bloomed beautifully but the plants are dying for me again. I had fully intended to
take cuttings from them but never got around to it when the weather was so hot
and dry, and now, I am afraid it, may be a little late.

Ted Hodoba, Veguita, New Mexico
#13 Directors, #3 Cross Country

November 1, 1990

When we moved to Veguita we started a nursery and specialize in native plants
of the Southwest and Mexico. Slowly, but surely, we’re adding various
penstemons to our inventory. After having grown over 75 species in our garden in
Albuquerque, I decided to stick with those species native to our region for the
most part. The Northwest shrubbies will survive, even flower, for a few years, but
die out with the heat. I suppose with some special coddling, shade, for example,
they might grow all right. It was surprising to me how well the Eastern
penstemons, P. hirsutus, P. smallii and P. tubaeflorus do here with extra water and
partial shade.

April 18, 1991

I was in Alamogordo, New Mexico this past Saturday and went for a hike to
San Andres Canyon on the western slopes of the Sacramento Mountains. The P.
alamosensis was in bloom all over, primarily on south-facing slopes. This is in a
very typical Chihuahuan Desert landscape. Many of the smaller cacti were in
bloom. Yucca torreyi (Torrey Yucca or Spanish Dagger) was also in flower.

The P. superbus, P. alpinus ssp. brandegei and P. palmeri are beginning to send
up their flower stalks. I'm having a difficult time with P. fendleri getting the
plants to maturity. I have not been able to obtain anything but small quantities of
seed and have not had good results germinating them. When I have had seedlings
growing, they tend to die when I transplant them to a larger container from flats. I
collected a plant one time from the Capitan Mts. of New Mexico from a large
roadside population (something I would not normally do, however these were
probably going to be graded anyway) that survived for me for several years. If
anyone has seed or cutting please let me know. Also let me know how successful
you’ve been at growing this particular plant.

Eric Horton, Chelmsford, Essex, England
#16 Overseas, #8 Small Penstemons

Fall, 1991
Penstemon barbatus ‘Prairie Dusk’ was a sensation! A mass of flowers for

ages. The bees loved it and I had lots of seed from it that I have donated to APS.
16 Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society Vol. 51-1

Also one from Vaclav, P. hirsutus var. pygmaeus form albiflorus. The plants were
basically two types, 18 inches and 4 inches in flower, a pure white and the leaves
stay green and just one in the batch seems to revert to the normal P. hirsutus with
dark red leaves. I had no seed from this but was able to divide all the stock plants
up with rooted offsets. One of the best forms I have potted into a 2 liter pot and
hope to show it next season. It has great potential.

Looking at the photo of P. serrulatus this is definitely the one I grew from
ARGS seed of P. barrettiae—masses of leaves, toothed and the plants flowered
well but a flower out of proportion to the amount of foliage. The P. jamesii is not
the one I grew from seed. It was a very vigorous form of P. pinifolius that is now
growing in the National Collection of Penstemons at the RHS gardens at Wisley
in England. My friend, Dennis Mann, an alpine nursery man and a member of
APS, asked me if I would donate some plants via him to Wisley. I sent a good
selection from those I had grown from Vaclav: P. davidsonii ssp. menziesii, P.
fruticosus, P. rupicola, P. strictus, P. virens, P. procerus, P. hallii, P. caryi and
another superb one, P. barbatus ‘Praecox Nana’.

I must say that the best sellers are the many forms of P. barbatus. I have a form
called ‘Snowflake’. It is a nice plant—light-green foliage, 2 1/2 feet tall and still
in flower. I have ‘Sour Grapes’, ‘King George V’, ‘Alice Hindley’, and ‘Hidcote
Pink’. I grow them all from cuttings, taking advice from George Yingling on
internodal cuttings. Vaclav just said I could do half-nodal cuttings by splitting the
stem between the leaves as long as there is the leaf bud on the axial.

November 10, 1991

I adore the normal form of P. hirsutus var. pygmaeus—such a delicate flower
color. Try the seed, you get a lot of leaf color changes. Penstemon pinifolius is a
good plant in the sun. I cut it back almost to the base when it’s finished flowering,
for cuttings. Penstemon linarioides 1 acquired from a raffle —A plant I had of P.
campanulatus ssp. pulchellus was a type of P. procerus—P. caryi I donated to
RHS collection, but will try for seed of it this year again.

Donald W. Humphrey, Falls Church, Virginia
#11 Cross Country

September 24, 1990

Three penstemons I want to report on bloomed at Green Springs this year. They
are P. arkansanus, P. tenuis and P. labrosus. Penstemon arkansanus will never
make the top 10 or the top 40 for that matter, but it is interesting. It’s an Eastern in
Subsection and Section Penstemon. It forms a heavy rosette of basal leaves much
like P. hirsutus and P. australis. The plants were grown from seed this spring and
only one flowered. The flowers are white and look as though they have been
compressed slightly top and bottom. The flowering-stem was about 14 inches
high. The Lodewick’s list it as coming from shale and sandstone woods and cliffs
in Arkansas, southwest Missouri and eastern Oklahoma. I think it might have
some real value in hybridizing, if I ever get to that stage.
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Penstemon tenuis is also an Eastern and has the same general type of many-leaf
basal rosette. It also was grown from seed. Unlike P. arkansanus, every plant
bloomed abundantly and caused much interest among the staff. The flowering-
stems were about 18 inches high and were literally covered with short pudgy
blooms of lavender-pink. Its characteristic flower shape is a result of the tube
enlarging almost immediately as it leaves the calyx. I pronounce it a “nice” border
penstemon. It’s from eastern Texas and Oklahoma and western Louisiana.

Penstemon labrosus is definitely a “pent of a different color”. It is in Section
Elmigera with P. barbatus, P. cardinalis and P. eatonii, etc. Its foliage is quite
different. The stems are short and prostrate and the few leaves are linear (1/4) and
2-3 inches long. It doesn’t form a rosette, but a cluster of short stems which root
as they go and appear to be partly stoloniferous. I found it easy to pull a few of the
stems off with a few adventive roots, and root them. It has the look of a plant that
grows in hot, sunny climates in well-drained soil and in fact it comes from
wooded slopes and grassy openings in the mountains of southern California south
to Sierra San Pedro Marten in Baja, California. The flower stems rise up 18 inches
or so and carry a fair number of beautiful scarlet hummingbird flowers along their
upper portion. The three lower lobes of the flower are swept back sharply, no
platform here. I only had one seedling survive from my 1989 planting and I put it
in the rock garden in a very well-drained, sandy soil. It survived the 3° F. of
December and the 9° E. of February and bloomed in July (I think).

I never cease to be amazed at the ability of the southwestern penstemons to
come through our winters provided they are on well-drained soil. It’s true of many
other plants as well.

Richard—your photo looks like P. digitalis. I checked several floras from our
area where it is found, but the real clincher was Dr. Wherry’s wildflower book
(field guide) where he mentioned that the upper leaves clasp the stem. It is a much
better plant than we give it credit for. I have a pinkish-flowered form at Green
Spring with striking reddish winter foliage mingled with the green rosettes of the
white flowered forms. It is also one of a handful of penstemons that does well in
heavy wet soils. Incidentally, P. tenuis also grows in wet soils.

April 22, 1991

I had my usual problem with damping-off of penstemon seedlings. I have this
trouble with only a very few genera, but penstemons are terrible. I guess next year
I'll drench my seed mix which has been sterilized with a fungicide. I’ve shied
away from that up till now. I took stock of the mature plants to see how they came
through the winter. As far as I can tell, only two P. superbus and one P. wrightii
died out of about twelve and six plants respectively. Seedlings of P. wislizeni from
Mexico (via Sally Walker) are growing vigorously as are those of P. gentianoides.

I bought one plant of P. oklahomensis as part of my goal to get a major
sampling of the eastern penstemons (Section and Subsection Penstemon). Some
are rather uninspiring and dingy looking but many have good potential as border
plants.
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Loring Jones, Moscow, Idaho
#11 Cross Country

November 23, 1990

No real hot penstemon news except to say I have replanted my little penstemon
observation rock garden now for the third time among sand, gravel and basalt
rock. I have noticed that over the winter it has served as a neighborhood cat sand
box! We do sell native plant materials, primarily seed under the name of
Northplan Seed Producers or Northplan/Mountain Seed, P. O. Box 9107, Moscow,
ID 83843-1607. May I suggest letting your penstemon seed capsules dry up on
plants then strip the capsules just before or during dehiscence.

Freda Hall Lipmann, Rhinebeck, New York 12572
#3 Cross Country

September 4, 1991

After a glorious spring of lavish bloom and unprecedented growth, came a June
and July of unusual heat, humidity and drought. The lawn began to look like the
desert, wildflowers drooped, the birches lost their leaves. Much of my time went
moving the hose, but since I have such widespread planting it became necessary
to make a decision about what to keep alive and what to let wither. Lilies and
asters got drinks. Heliopsis and aconitums were sacrificed. My little rock garden
was sprinkled regularly and most of the alpines came through. One P. barbatus
‘Rose Elf’, a ravishing shade of pink, bloomed for weeks. Penstemons seem to be
the plant for me.

I bought much seed at Santa Fe and hope to seed these in fall. It’s no fun to
dwell on misery, I would rather talk about the wonderful days in New Mexico.
Ellen Wilde had arranged such an interesting program: Chaco Canicen, El Moro,
El Malpais. E1 Morro has been haunting me ever since, I feel I must get back
there. The trip was geologically more interesting than penstemon-wise.

Ken & Robin Lodewick, Eugene, Oregon
#3 Cross Country

November 12, 1990

Seven penstemons in bloom P. diphyllus, P. digitalis, P. laetus ssp. sagittatus,
P. kunthii, P. campanulatus, and P. hirsutus. We find the Mexican varieties do well
in our climate. They do not need much protection. Two of the seven species still
blooming here are Mexicans.

The first clue to P. hirsutus is the closed mouth, like a snapdragon. Only 5
penstemons have it—it is one of the fuzziest species. I love it. I'm glad to hear
that P. barbatus hybrids occur naturally; I always felt guilty about admiring them.
P. floridus looks like a row of frigate birds with their big pouches blown up. Now
I think I could recognize it anywhere.

You are right about a view of the whole plant and the whole inflorescence
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being needed; but we could never find a way to get that into the space available in
the Identifier. As for basal leaves, I always tried to show them at the bottom of the
“leaf panel”, with the mid-stem leaves just above and top-of-stem leaves at the
upper left side, usually. The letter “X” in the leaf panel means: there are basal
leaves. The letter “C” means: Cauline leaves only. Sometimes we made mistakes
on this, but usually it is ok. Also, I find that one has to see a living plant or at least
dried specimen or a very good photo before one can know what a species really
looks like. Many of the Identifier drawings ought to be corrected, but I doubt if I
will be able to do it.

March, 1991

Our penstemons seem to have survived the freeze. Already some of them are
putting up new growth and I have started to spray for Pittosporum pit scale, as
getting them now is easier than having distorted stems and a big battle to kill the
scale later. I am using rubbing alcohol (2 oz), Ivory liquid soap (2 Tsp) and filling
the rest of the quart with water.

‘Whoops!—P. rupicola does not grow as far south as Tahoe. However, P.
newberryi is plentiful there. It is P. newberryi ssp. newberryi. The P. davidsonii
you saw was P. davidsonii ssp. davidsonii. The penstemons that were seen in the
Sierras do not include P. montanus or P. fruticosus, as they are much more
northerly in range. The Identifier gives blue-flowered and short as P. heterodoxus
(very small flowers), no others. Penstemon rupicola is in northwest California &
southwest Oregon and high in the Oregon Cascades.

July 4, 1991

Penstemons are hardy plants. If you find you are going to be away, put your
pots in the ground in the garden, they will survive. Better if they are planted in
sand, with no peat moss, they are poor-ground plants and do not like rich soils.
Remember, they are native, not cultivars brought up on rich soils. Ours do best if
put outside to freeze, as that is what happens in nature. Some do not like too much
water. If it does not rain in the area to which they are native, water just allows
diseases to come in.

Penstemon cardwellii grows only west of the Cascades summit, P. fruticosus
only east. Penstemon gentianoides is a species, not a hybrid. Penstemon
confertus is usually a light yellow, flowers very small and many of them.
Penstemon rydbergii is generally purple and has larger flowers, though still small.
Penstemon rydbergii can be white. Have you tried Robin ‘s key to the Ericopsis
for P. crandallii and P. linarioides? There are some definite differences. For one is
size, linarioides is a much taller plant than crandallii and the leaves are quite
different.

Penstemon davidsonii plants are mats only 10 cc tall; P. cardwellii is shrub up
to three times that tall. Penstemon davidsonii leaves are no more that 16 mm long
& 2/3 as wide; P. cardwellii leaves get up to twice that long but narrower, and
have a petiole that is twice as long as in P. davidsonii. What I have trouble with is
distinguishing P. davidsonii from P. fruticosus ssp. fruticosus. The only difference
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I’ve ever found there is in the shape of the leaves on the flower stalk—tapering to
base in P. linarioides, and I believe what is in my key is correct.

Sepal length distinguishes the subspecies of P. crandallii from each other, but
not from P. linarioides. Main difference is inflorescence and corolla shape. P.
crandallii: inflorescence leafy (bracts as big as leaves, cyme 1-flowered and
hidden in bracts; corolla narrow tubular with long lower lobes. P. linarioides:
inflorescence distinct from leaf stem below bracts small, cyme 1 - 3 flowered and
visible; corolla fatter. Also, P. crandallii is a mat and P. linarioides usually a
subshrub, taller. I think of P. crandallii as blue-purple and P. linarioides as pale
blue, but that probably varies. On the other hand, whenever I try to identify a live
penstemon I say “this does not exist.”

Connie Marsch, Sunnyside, Washington
#2 Photo, #7 West Coast #8 Small Penstemons

April 24, 1991

Just as we thought winter had finally let go of its grip on us, the weatherman
has predicted lows in the 20s for the next couple of nights. Most of the P.
grinnellii, P. clutei, P. speciosus, P. cyaneus and some P. barbatus 100k pretty
good, P. hallii and P. procerus v. tolmiei have started blooming and P. confertus,
P. gairdneri, P. speciosus, P. ovatus, and P. procerus or attenuatus all have buds.

It is almost time to drive over to the Columbia River to see if the P.
acuminatus are blooming. There have been fewer and fewer of them for the past
years because of the lack of water. I haven’t had very good luck growing them,
although I have gathered a lot of seed over the years.

May 19, 1991

P. ovatus, P. deustus, P. fruticosus, pale lavender, P. procerus, P. fruticosus
serratus x hallii, P. hirsutus, ‘Videt’, P. fruticosus (lavender), and P. rydbergii are
blooming now. There are buds on P. barbatus, P. barrettiae, P. digitalis, P.
arkansanus, red, P. eriantherus, P. caryi, P. speciosus, P. clutei, P. cyaneus, P.
attenuatus, and P. rydbergii. Plus P. fruticosus ssp. scouleri, P. strictus, P.
acuminatus, Scharf hybrids and ‘Saskatoon’ and P. cardwellii v. ‘Rosa’ and my
extra special P. spatulatus has two nice bud stems.

July 11, 1991

The P. cyaneus plants grown from seed from Ramona Osburn, and from my
own Wenas plant bloomed at the same time and I am now certain that is what my
plant is. Penstemon speciosus bloomed at the same time and I can easily tell them
apart. My confusion came, when I was told over and over that P. cyaneus did not
grow in this area. Now I hope I can find another plant in the wild, to gather seed.

My two P. acuminatus plants, the only ones which I have been able to grow
from seed, are growing nicely and are setting seed. I hope I will have better luck
from my garden grown seed than I have had from wild seed. Unless it grows
much better some where else, I agree, it should be on the endangered list.
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January 8, 1992

I live in the Yakima valley and have at least 55 different species [penstemons].
I have 3 parabolic microwave antennas, obtained from the local phone company,
which we call “dishes”. They are filled with sand and pea gravel and planted
solely with penstemons. When I plant them [penstemons] directly in the ground, I
always add gravel for drainage. Penstemon ovatus from the west side of the
Cascade Mits. seems to thrive on being wet.

Through my association with Operation Wildflower I have obtained things in
which to start seeds and transplants. We started with Styro-blocks, large blocks of
Styrofoam with tapered holes in them. Removing seedlings was difficult and
damaged the roots. Plastic cells, which can be put into the holes of the styro-
blocks...are easy to soak and removed without so much root damage. The
advantage of the cells over pots is the long root systems which gives the seedlings
a better chance of obtaining natural moisture.

o ——

Elizabeth (Betsy) Miller, Wrightwood, California
#11 Cross Country

January 21, 1991

We had two trips up the eastern side of the Sierras ( a favorite penstemon area).
In August we spent a week in Lone Pine with a group of soaring enthusiasts. One
day when the soaring conditions weren’t right, we drove up to Horseshoe
Meadows. We walked out on the meadow and it was a carpet of tiny
plants—many in bloom. Very special to me, of course, was P. heterodoxus. I had
never seen it before. It was so small. I had to use my magnifier to be sure it was a
penstemon. I’'m sure the plants were miniaturized even further by the drought. I
also collected seed from P. floridus in Westgaard Pass, but didn’t find P. confusus.

My P. grandiflorus,which was planted where it got water now and then, was
floppy and needed to be staked. The volunteers, which came where it was difficult
to water them, were smaller and more compact and needed no staking, but the
blossoms were just as lovely.

We live in the San Gabriel Mts. at 6000 feet. Our annual precipitation is 31
inches, they tell me, with 100 inches or so of snow. It’s been awhile since that has
happened. We are fortunate to live in a place where several species of penstemon
are native. Growing in the vacant lots near our house are P. centranthifolius, P.
speciosus, P. grinnellii and P. rostriflorus. Slightly below are P. spectabilis and

close penstemon relatives, Keckiella cordifolia and K. ternata. Higher up on the
mountains are P. labrosus and P. caesius. ‘
Richard Myrick, Washington DC & Deer Island, Maine ‘

#11 Cross Country

September 17, 1990
I have finally grown my first penstemon! Unfortunately, I don’t have a clue as

to which it is. It was a vigorous fellow, 5 to 6 feet tall, three of them to be precise,
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which I got from a local nursery last year. I’'m enclosing a photo and await
edification. (His photo shows an attractive patch of P. digitalis. Betty Davenport) I
thought it would be fun to take some seed, but am a little vague about how you do
that. Phillips (Harry, Growing and Propagating Wild flowers, U NC Press) says I
should wait 6 to 8 weeks for the seed to mature before taking them. Is it a mistake
to take them earlier and put them to dry? Does any one want any? If you want to
make a large display, perhaps for a hotel lobby or a gangster funeral, they make
great cut flowers. I combined them with some delphinium, foxglove and big
shasta daises. I also got from Burpees some Mexican hybrids which they called
Floridales. They had little red and white trumpets, and were rather showy. I guess,
I have to treat them as annuals up here.

For general gardening, I’'m sure many of you have the same problem I do when
it comes to getting manure. This summer I learned that the Bangor Race Track
had manure, composted and two years old, which they would deliver. The only
hitch was that the minimum load was 18 cubic yards. That is one big pile.
Fortunately, I got some neighbors to take half of it, but even 9 yards is one fair-
sized pile. This product generated considerable excitement among my gardening
friends. One asked if he could get a yard from me and I said OK. He came with 6
big buckets and we calculated that it would take 20 trips to get a yard this way.
But he says this stuff is “pure gold” and so he is now up to trip 14. Penstemons
are something of a rarity up here, and thus when I said to an old retired gardener,
“I want you to know I’m a member of the American Penstemon Society”, it
evoked mirth. So I've decided to give him a membership for Christmas. That will
fix his wagon.

Pauline Olthof, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
#2 Photo, #3 Cross Country

July §, 1991

The APS NW Section Meeting—I drove in following Hwy 95 from British
Columbia along the west side length of Idaho, through the S¥#torner of
Washington and south into NE Oregon. From Lewiston/Clarkson on down,
actually from south of Moscow, the rock is all a red volcanic rock, full of holes =
excellent drainage and good for penstemons. However, I didn’t see a single one
until I hit Hwy 129 in SE Washington and that was P. venustus, Blue Mountain
Penstemon Country, all right. It was all over the hills! I was later told by Marty
Stein, botanist of the Wallowa-Whitman Forest that this was what it was and it is
endemic to this area. I also found P. deustus, and later a lot of other wildflowers
along the roadsides, including much Balsamorhiza sagittata. Brodiaea douglasii,
Allium acuminatus, and Lupinus laxiflorus, all very showy and readily seen while
driving.

November 12, 1991
Yes, I too have a solid contact with a European APS member, Frau Thea
Unzner, who has more penstemons in her garden than many of us here, no fewer
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than 16 different kinds, mostly species and a number of hybrids. We spent that
day in the Botanical Garden of Cologne, which is as good or even better than

Kew!! She showed me her 3-ring binder in which she keeps all her information
and photos, etc. about penstemons, and it is the “neatest” job you can imagine!

Ramona Osburn, Jacksonville, Oregon
#13 Directors, #8 Small Penstemons, #20 West Coast, #14 Cross Country

November 12, 1990

Bringing on the seedlings is the hard part. In my hot dry area the important
thing is not to transplant too late in spring, as they will not survive. Other than
that, I pot them in 2 1/4 inch square by 3 1/4 inch deep pots or 4 plants in a 4 inch
pot and put them in a partially shaded area until they are established.

I am looking forward to the 1992 meeting Zion but am afraid it will be
scheduled for the three weeks in June when our son visits us. APS Bulletins 1974,
1975 and 1976 have articles by Carl Worth, Dwight Ripley and Amel Priest
covering parts of Utah. These are all reprints of earlier articles. The December,
1985 Bulletin has a reprint of Amel Priest’s trip with Dr. Worth in 1947.

Spring, 1991

I’'m with Patty on sowing penstemon seed—I don’t stratify, and with more mild
climate than Patty’s, leave the pots outside to freeze and thaw at will.

Most of the Dasanthera group of penstemons will hybridize. I don’t know the
origin of the Scharf’s Hybrids, but suspect there is some P. barbatus blood in
them, as the colors range from bright red to odd shades of pink, apricot, lavender,
pink purple. So far I haven’t noticed much cross-pollination of most species in the
garden.

There is a good bit of serious hybridization with penstemons. Dr. Dale
Lindgren at the North Platte Station at U. of Nebraska, Bruce Meyers in white
Salmon, Washington, and James Taylor in Hutchinson, Kansas are some of THE
ones who hybridize penstemons, and there are undoubtedly others, Mark
McDonough.

June 25, 1991

My experience with growing penstemons in sand beds seems to indicate that
they would prefer a somewhat richer growing medium. I have been adding some
Black Gold to the sand. It is a combination of Sphagnum, earthworm castings,
pumice and wood products. Siskiyou Rare Plant Nursery uses it in their seed and
cutting mix. We also have a Bio-Mass plant in Medford that accepts all kinds of
wood waste. I think some of it is used for power production, but the plant also
grinds up the wood waste and sells it by the pick-up load. It is good and dark, but
I'll have to add nitrogen since it is so new.

Ken and Robin Lodewick were here in early June. They think the member of
the Coerulei section that I have been so puzzled about is P. acuminatus. I am
inclined to think they are right. The one I have is a large-flowered bright blue, a
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lovely thing. I'll send the seed in under that name, but will have to take a look at
the plant next year when it blooms. The leaves and growth habit, especially the
way the flowers are clustered in the bracts, seems to match the description in
Intermountain Flora. Fortunately the subspecies of P. angustifolius growing next
to it blooms later, avoiding the crossing of the two.

Last year I bought two plants of P. pinifolius from a commercial nursery. They
both are blooming beautifully this year. They are eight to ten inches tall, including
the flowers. Would that be the tall form or the more compact one? I’'m hoping P.
ambiguus will bloom this year. It almost got crowded out by P. richardsonii, a
penstemon which reseeds rather prolifically.

Penstemon caryi and P. aridus bloomed this spring, as did P. glaber. I agree
that the hairy Dasanthera in the Big Horns is P. montanus. What puzzles me is the
strange assortment of penstemons that results from ordering seed of P. montanus
from the exchanges. Penstemon platyphyllus is blooming for the first time, a bit
sprawly, but the flowers are an interesting shade of violet.

January 24, 1992

My special loves are the [penstemons] in the Caespitosi Section, especially P.
thompsoniae, gray-green rosettes and small lavender or blue-purple flowers, and
P. tusharensis, compact gray-green leaves and a pale blue corolla with red-violet
guidelines.

Penstemon caespitosus is a tiny fellow about a 1/2 inch high...the tiniest one is P.
acaulis. 1 like all the dwarf forms of P. hirsutus. There’s a deep purple, but I don’t
know who has it now. The smallest form of P. procerus is var. formosus. It grows
on Mt. Eddy in CA and also in the Wallowa Mts. in NE Oregon. Penstemon
ambiguus grows in sandy areas in many parts of the West. I saw acres of it on
Cactus Hill near Albuquerque. It is a lovely thing with pink buds opening to flat
white flowers, more like a phlox than a penstemon. Sandy soil, good drainage,
and lots of sun.

Several chapters of the APS are having an outing in Eastern Nevada. I should
have an opportunity to get back to the old silver mine on the road to Hamilton. At
least 8 penstemons grow along that road. In addition to P. thompsoniae, there are
P. palmeri, a tall one with pink flowers and grey-green leaves, P. pachyphyllus, P.
eatonii, a stunning red that is outstanding as a specimen plant, P. speciosus var.
kennedyi, only 3-4 inches tall with bright blue flowers, a form of P. humilis, 1
think, a clusterhead-type, and a small dusty-pink one, also unidentified.

Andrew Osyany, Shelburne, Ontario, Canada
#6 Cross Country

January 21, 1991
Barrie Porteous organized the usual foursome to visit Utah and a bit of Nevada
for a week at the end of May and some of us stayed for another week to visit the
Sierra Nevada. The variety of climate and terrain proved consistently fascinating.
Right off the plane in Salt Lake City, we picked up a Toyota four-wheeler and
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headed out to Alta, southeast of the city. Heading west through back country
toward Wendover, we came across the first good areas for plants, mainly Phlox
longifolia, various astragalus and the like. Wendover and West Wendover were an
experience—most of us were new to casino life—but there seqmed to be no
danger of our losing our addiction for plants in favor of gambling.

We headed South to Ely, NV, which had been described by many people as
penstemon country. Barrie had gathered together the Amel Priest, Dwigh‘t Ripley,
Roy Davidson chronicles, together with selections from the Intermozfntam Flora,
private letters, etc. And sure enough, we saw lots of P. deustus, P miser, P
confusus, P. congestus, P. humilis. Although P. palmerz:, P. eatonii, P. rostr‘tﬂorus
(bridgesii) were supposed to be in the same area, we did not see them until we
were further along East, back in Utah. East of Garrison we easily found the
classical site for P. nanus, it was in a field, just on the highway, with lots of other
terrific small plants, including Abronia nana, Calochortus bruneaunis,
Sphaeralcea caespitosa. What a special place! We were too early for seed here as
on most of the trip. .

The Burr Trail down to The Colorado is a wonderful road, well-worth seeing.
We came across P. eatonii, P. pachyphyllus, P. ambiguus plus a lot of other plants.
Later on, when we were in the Manti-La Sal National Forest, we had another great
haul of penstemons. We did not manage to key them out particularly well, Lhoggh
we felt comfortable with the identity of P. crandallii. North of Duchesne we did
found the classical site for P. duchesnensis.

Later some of us worked the southern part of the Sierra Nevada, with a bit of a
side trip to the White Mountains, Walker Pass—a favorite haunt of the
Davenport’s—still has the clumps of P. incertus heavily pruned by the cattle,
whom we actually had to chase off some of the plants for our photography.
Further north there really was not much out by way of penstemons on the eastem’
slopes, but when we crossed over to the west side we did see a lot of P. newberryi,
fully justifying all the praise heaped on it by everyone. .

Nothing in my garden in the last year measured up to what I had seen in the
wild, in fact, I had very little bloom. But I had started a number of species from
seed, including P. rupicola from several sources, and they seemed to grow qult‘e
well. Now we’ll see how they get through the winter. I also had a rock wall bu}lt,
and I had planted it with a number of penstemons (including P. rupicola), but.lt.
was quite difficult to water the plants, and I lost a number of them. Probably, it is
best to blow the seed in the cracks, rather than experiment with plants. We'll see.

Birdie Padavich, North Bend, Washington
#7 West Coast

November 5, 1990

I transplanted some penstemon cuttings last week out intq the garden. !’ll lay
some evergreen branches over them for protection, the freezmg'and thawing are
troublesome things for newly set-out plants, especially up here in tl)e'mountalqs.
I’ll probably never find P. rupicola ‘Albus’ again—you never find it in the alpine
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nurseries. We used to have P, davidsonii ssp. menziesii on the market, but I
haven’t seen it in 10 years. It was a lovely little plant.

March 27, 1991

I’ve lost many choice plants—at Christmas we had below zero weather for a
week and an east wind blew night and day and the chill factor was 35 below Zero.
Ilost all my rock garden daphnes, dwarf roses, some of the old shrubby
penstemons, and lots of small thododendrons in the rock garden. We had 3 good
field trips this winter in Arizona. Didn’t see a penstemon in all the country we
traveled. It’s so dry in the upper desert even the cacti only had a few buds.

I get disgusted with the penstemons. I went and checked them, only a few
shrubbys left alive in the rock garden by the barn. That’s an open area, sunny
place—yet up in the Iris tenax bed, there’s a P. linarioides ssp. coloradoensis
from Flagstaff coming from seed, not a leaf and growing like mad. Half of my
white P. procerus ssp. tolmiei is brown. Had protection too. I believe 1990 was the
wettest year in history, October and November were one long rainstorm. We had a
lake in our lower field. Haven’t seen water there in 40 years.

Phil Pennington, Santa Fe, New Mexico
#10 Southwest

October 26, 1990

We spent two days at Great Basin National Park, and the penstemons there, at
least at the lower elevations, were in full bloom. The most significant find was a
very abundant stand of what the ranger named as P. procerus, stretching about
four miles along the roadway in Snake Creck Canyon.

Now, I am just finishing cleaning the seed from some 300 collections we have
made this summer and fall of wildflowers and shrubs—almost half of that number
are penstemons. Besides collecting at the nursery and various places in New
Mexico, my son, Bob, who has succeeded me as “Mr. Aqua Fria Nursery”, made a
“Western” trip... As usual, I did a good deal of collecting on our annual trip to
British Columbia. Within the next month or so I will begin the propagation of the
1991 crop for the Nursery. This will include about 40 named penstemon species
and perhaps 80 collections we have made with such designations as UT/90/01
(Utah collection #1, 1990). Hopefully, as these bloom, we will be able to key
them out. One of the major problems of seed collecting in the field, is that, in the
fall when the seed is ready, there is little way to distinguish just what species it is.
March 26, 1991

In late December and early January, I did my major penstemon planting for the
Nursery. The first planting was a typical nursery planting, room and soil
temperatures approximately 65-70 degrees. Seed from dry storage, non-stratified,
uncovered, or exposed to light when planted, and kept moist in the planting flat
with a plastic cover. Three weeks later, I did a second planting with a two week
cold treatment stratification for the varieties I had not had successful germination
of in the first planting.
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In general, I had much more successful germination, treating penstemon seed
much as I do everything else. A few responded better with stratification,
particularly high-mountain collected seed. But from my experience this year,
stratification is decidedly the exception, not the rule in penstemon germination.

The growing and sale of wildflowers and other native plants continues to be an
expanding portion of the nursery business and penstemons make up over a third of
our wildflowers. They are such beautiful and satisfying plants for our arid/hot and
cold climate.

Erma Pilz, Albuquerque, New Mexico
#6 Cross Country

October 24, 1990

My efforts have been very hit or miss these last years; a lot of P.grandiflorus
this year, and one or two P. cobaea, besides the usual P. pseudospectabilis and P.
barbatus ssp. torreyi, and of course P. strictus, but that’s it.

DeWitt Ivey, whose book is called “the Holy Grail” of plant lovers, has been
combing that huge Gray Ranch recently acquired by the Nature Conservancy in
the S. W. corner of New Mexico and came home with what we believe to be a P.
barbatus, but with huge leaves, unlike any other. He’s now looking for more of
this plant. If he finds them, we think he has a new subspecies. The specimen I saw
had longer than usual petals on the lower lip, much like those on P. pinifolius. It
was not P. rostriflorus, for it did not have saccate anthers.

Carl—P. barbatus ssp. torreyi is the one red penstemon we can always find at
all altitudes in NM and it sounds like your plant is rightly named.

March 20, 1991

I had quite a display of P. grandiflorus last year and scattered the seed
generously about hoping to have many seedlings showing up about now, but so
far, not one to be seen. This is a penstemon that is so showy in the garden, but
seldom lives-over to bloom a second time, and must be treated, at least in my
area, as a biennial.

Barrie Porteous, Agincourt, Ontario, Canada
#20 West Coast

November 23, 1990

Summer’s gone and we have already had a bit of snow although it melted the
next day. We closed up the cottage at the end of October and I now get to spend
my weekends with my in-laws and all Jane’s friends that I was too busy to see in
the summer. Makes me long for April! The sand bed which I built last year is
excellent for growing penstemons and I had a good display of bloom on many in
spite of the heavy rains which fell all summer long. I have still not succeeded with
P. eatonii and I wonder if it’s just not hardy where I am.

Jane gave me a cement mixer for Christmas and I have been busy building
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troughs. The biggest is 4' x 3' x 3' and the smallest is about half that size. I used
peat moss in each one and the general thinking is that the water will be held and
the troughs will split once they freeze. I certainly hope that this is not the case as
the 7 troughs which have been built so far cost about $500 in materials alone! Any
future ones won’t contain peat moss and I suppose that the only reason for having
it present is to lighten the weigh. Since none of my troughs are going anywhere
there doesn’t seem to be much point in using anything other than cement and

sand. Perhaps the choicest penstemon for troughs is P. humilis ‘Mackay Form’.
They all look wonderful but none have bloomed so far. Perhaps I should fertilize?

Nina Price, Klamath Falls, Oregon
#15 Cross Country

June 17, 1991

Right now much of my garden is awash with the light blue-lavender of P.
wilcoxii. I have lots of it. Penstemon alpinus too, is in bloom, and P. procerus.
Penstemon hirsutus is starting. It is still too early for P. barbatus. I have lots of
seedlings that I share freely with anyone. Most people have not heard of
penstemons until I tell about them. I noticed the lovely blue-purple of P.
speciosus in bloom along our highway and, although I haven’t seen any, I suppose
P. cinicola is in bloom, too.

Amel Priest, Peru, Iowa
#15 Cross Country

July 31, 1991

George makes the statement that I am one of the originals in APS. I don’t know
if you knew I published the first bulletins or not. Ralph got out the first one and
then I took over for several years. Used an old hand-crank mimeograph. If a sheet
didn’t go through, it inked the roller and you had to remove it clean it up and start
over. If it did the same thing again, I was about ready to pull hair, weeds, even
penstemons. Ralph cut the stencils and sent them to me to run-off. Some were
over 100 pages, so when we assembled the bulletins I had all the relatives and
neighbors come in to help. We would start in the porch, then the kitchen, the
dining room, living room and finish the bulletin in the bedroom. Quite a process,
but some of those early bulletins had a lot of good notes in them. This was one of
the rules of being an APS member in those days, to make a report once or twice a
year on how things were doing in your penstemon patch. In a way this is good
because it keeps members active.

On the other hand, there came a time that I had too much farm work and I
neglected the penstemons. You just can’t let weeds crowd them, many kinds will
just give up the ghost. Anyway, I did hate to drop out of the APS. Then when I
was able to retire we went west to spend the winter and I broke out again with
“Penstemon Fever”. It is hard to cure.

Ted—you spoke of P. fendleri. I have grown it (or what I took to be that) and
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P. secundiflorus which is very similar. Penstemon secundiflorus is more rugged
with larger leaves and stems, same color flowers, bluish foliage. Penstemon
secundiflorus has been more permanent for me than P. fendleri.

Izetta Renton, Snoqualmie, Washington
#7 West Coast

April 1, 1991

My penstemons fared quite well this winter and spring, all were covered with
plastic and fir boughs. I have a large tub of P. pinifolius which I move into the
greenhouse and I see the plants are covered with buds. Two large containers of .
davidsonii ssp. menziesii are looking good. This is from seeds by the cable bridge
on Snoqualmie Pass. This planting has some very nice colors from near-white to
deep-purple. It grows close to the rocks, only inches high, and every spring is a
sight when in bloom. My white P. rupicola plants look fine and I will make a
bunch of cuttings this spring. These were covered with polyethylene for winter. I
put some cedar sticks in here and there to keep the plastic raised off the plants and
it seems to work real well. I staple the poly to the containers to hold it on. It’s off
now and I have panes of glass over the plants to shed all this rain that is falling
every day.

July 1, 1991

I’m sure disappointed with what happened to several of my best penstemons.
They looked very good when the covers came off this spring and then they started
to die. I lost huge plants of P. caespitosus, P. linarioides, P. crandallii. Almost all
of my plants from Rocky Mt. Rare Plants are gone. My P. rupicola hybrids and
the white form are in fine shape. My P. menziesii davidsonii (davidsonii ssp.
davidsonii?) are doing fine. My large planting of P. pinifolius is doing fine and I
set-out some rooted cuttings last week.

Ann Rosenberg, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania
#11 Cross County

February 8, 1991

I’m busy planting seeds and moving pots from the refrigerator (and sometimes
the freezer) to under grow lights and then outside to a small greenhouse. This year
I planted my penstemon seeds on January 14. I water them, put them in plastic
bags, and put them in the refrigerator. Took them out of the refrigerator January
27. Most had begun to germinate by February 4. So far the best germination is
from P. campanulatus and ‘Crystal’ which was seed left over from last year. I'm
most anxious to see “The Results” of Meyer’s Mexican Hybrids which are
supposed to be hardy. It usually takes two years to get a flowering plant.

Some penstemons I've planted have not liked the location and some have not
survived the winter, but insects and animals have not eaten them. Those
penstemons that have thrived are planted in a sandy subsoil in full sun. Last year I
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planted P. ovatus, during the summer perhaps half died. I read somewhere that
they are hard to establish but once established they do well.

Wiley said in his book that some penstemons are deciduous and some are
evergreen. Is this so? Anyone have a list of some deciduous penstemons?

Barbara Scott, Raleigh, North Carolina
#11 Cross Country

September 9, 1991

My ideas about what to do with my space keep changing as I watch the site.
After much thinking and imagining, I finally hired a contractor to come in with a
small tractor and grade my back yard. Several trees were removed from it last
winter. The grading created a terraced area on the north side of the yard next to
the neighbor’s fence. It’s sunny for most of the day, so I should be able to grow
lots of different things.

This spring I experimented with shapes for growing areas along the ditch that
borders my front yard. I mowed the violets and other wild things coming up in
curving shapes to get an idea of a curving, naturalized garden of native plants
along the ditch. One of my neighbors offered to help me cut my grass. I explained
to him that I was experimenting with shapes. I'm not sure he approved.

I grew P. smallii in my old garden. They are lovely and spread easily. If they
are cut back after the first flush of bloom, they will put our a second, less
impressive display of blooms. A patch is naturalized along a power easement near
where I live now. They are growing in full sun in clay soil with no attention. They
are not as thickly flowered as those I’ve grown in cultivated areas and the flowers
look slightly paler. Spotting them growing wild was a treat this past spring.

Patty Slayton, Moore, Idaho
#2 Photo, #20 West Coast

Fall, 1990

I didn’t get any P. cyaneus seed at all this year. Where one usually sees it
“flashing” in abundance along the roadsides all the way to Sun Valley, the plants
were still there, but the little seed didn’t look very good. Don’t fertilize the P.
humilis (Mackay form). It grows only in rock crevices—limestone—with very
little humus in the tiny cracks. It is such a perfect little plant. The only better (for
a small rock garden) one I have is P. procerus formosus. It’s tougher than nails;
Rubella (my ugliest horse) rolled on it one day when she was taking a walk for
herself after escaping her fence. I have two plants and these have been around for
many years. The seed was sold by Les Kreeger as P. humilis pulchellus .

In the garden, the only free-lance hybridizers I have were sold to me as P.
barbatus ‘Praecox Nana’. There is no such thing. It came from a sport of
something which was not even P. barbatus, went to England, was hybridized and
returned here under that name. Here, it seeds all over the place. If it weren’t so
beautiful, I would consider the thing a weed. I think in my garden, it has
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hybridized with P. heterophyllus. My true P. barbatus, which is quite different
from these, also appears to hybridize freely. From the original scarlet flowers, I
am getting seedlings of apricot and pink. These have retained the P. barbatus
character and I think they may be crossing with above mentioned to get these
colors.

I have also found that penstemon seed usually germinate immediately or not at
all. But I do sow them in the fall or very early spring in the alpine house where
they are subjected to cold before they germinate. The thing is getting good seed in
the first place.

Les Kreeger’s address is 91 Newton Wood Road, Ashstead, Surrey KT21Inn,
England. List is $2 cash and seed must be paid for in British pounds.

Rachel Snyder, Mayetta, Kansas
#6 Cross Country

December 2, 1990

Your problem with moles —followed by mice in the tunnels—sounds exactly
like the trouble I had for three or four years in my penstemon patch here at the
farm. But that “Gopher It” contraption given to me by the folks at work when I
retired has solved the problem. I was skeptical, but desperate. To my surprise the
thing really seems to work. It runs on flashlight batteries and emits a low buzzing
sound every 15 seconds or so. As it is speared into the ground, it produces “vibes”
in the earth zone out quite a distance and so upsets the moles that they clear out of
the area. I have not observed any adverse side effects; the worse drawback is the
price, about $50. I do think your idea of planting in pots sunk in the ground might
also work and should present a guard against the burrowers.

April 29, 1991

The penstemons are growing fast just now, and the P. grandiflorus are sending
up bloom-stems with buds showing. They will probably open in just a couple of
weeks if we get some warm days. They and the P. hirsutus types are usually the
earliest; the P. cobaea kinds are the latest, but midway through they will all be
blooming together.

August 12, 1991

...on the name change of P. grandiflorus...all the Kansas references still give it
as P. grandiflorus although in the 1986 Flora of the Great Plains there is mention
of “discussions concerning the correct name for the species.” Even the brand new
Roadside Wildflowers of the Southern Great Plains by Dr. Craig Freeman of the
Kansas Natural Heritage program calls it P. grandifiorus, flat out.

Bradbury was a plant hunter and naturalist who went up the Missouri river in
the early 1800s (soon after Lewis and Clark), and in fact Nuttall (credited with the
name grandiflorus) was along on the same expedition. This may have been when
the plant was first collected by a trained botanist, but my book (McKelvey’s
Botanical Exploration of the Trans-Mississippi West) does not mention it.
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The most-seen penstemon on the spring field trips with the Wildflower Society
was P. tubaeflorus. It showed a lot of variation in shape and size of florets, but
always had that pure glistening white and the graceful upright stems. Some looked
as if they might be intergrading with P. digitalis. Is this possible? In the prairie, P.
tubaeflorus never forms dense stands; the individual plants are widely scattered.

James Taylor, Hutchinson, Kansas
#13 Directors, #9 Hybridization & Selection

September 30, 1990

The weather this year has been a real challenge for gardeners. In late June the
temperature soared to over 100 and stayed at that level for two weeks. Then in
late August we had a second stretch of hot weather that was quite hard on plants.
The city of Wichita is about 60 miles from us and this past summer they had to
begin water-rationing. I feel certain that next year there will be a significant
increase in the interest in drought tolerant and native plants. That may translate
into an increase in the numbers of penstemons grown.

Despite the adverse weather, my penstemons look better now than they have
for several years. I think one of the main reasons is that I did a better job this
summer of fighting nut sedge. I have read that nut sedge produces a chemical
from its roots that stunts other plants and I am convinced that this is true. This
past spring I had a number of P. cobaea X P. triflorus hybrids bloom. I got the
seed from Dale Lindgren. My plants were not very strong and none of them had
the pink flower of the parents. I am convinced, in my own mind, that flower color
in penstemons is significantly affected by climate. The seedlings that I started this
spring are looking good. I am trying a number of different species. My new
seedlings include: P. superbus, P. centranthifolius, P. incertus, P. spectabilis, P.
parryi, P. rostriflorus, and P. havardii.

April 14, 1991

I started quite a variety of new species last year and most of them did not make
it through the winter. The only one that survived was P. rostriflorus. 1 had covered
a few plants with a Styrofoam chest to protect them. They still looked good come
early spring, but I took the box off too soon and they died. The chest helps
because we got almost no snow all winter. Most perennials that do not die back to
the ground have a hard time in this area.

Last year none of us did any breeding work with penstemons. That is sad. In
some cases it was only temporary, but it does say that at the present time very
little is being done in the society to produce strains that will have wide acceptance
in horticulture. I hope that changes in the near future.

September 8, 1991
The only new penstemon to bloom for me was P. rostriflorus. The flower
reminded me a lot of P. barbatus although the foliage was significantly different.
For me, P. barbatus was more vigorous. One thing amazed me about P.
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rostriflorus, it had the longest bloom period of any penstemon I have grown. It
might be a good plant to use in a breeding program.

For those of you who were not at the meeting (North Platte), allow me to tell
you about one of the more interesting things that Dale Lindgren was trying. He
was experimenting with how to create a meadow of buffalo grass and
wildflowers. Buffalo grass is a low-growing drought-tolerant grass. What worked
was to go into an area and plant wildflower plants and then give them a few
weeks to become established and then follow that by planting clumps of buffalo
grass. The grass them spreads by runners to fill in the area, but it allows the
wildflowers time to develop a good root system.

Donald Tucker, North Berwick, Maine
#8 Small Penstemons

Nov. 22, 1991

Every month above normal and most months the warmest on record. We may
be a zone 7 soon. Most of my losses were this summer during 2-3 weeks of the
muggies. I think some of the [penstemons] may be losing vigor and need to be
replaced. In some areas there were huge stands of self-sown seedlings and
crowding may have contributed to poor results. Penstemon cyananthus, P.
strictus, P. humilis were especially fertile. Penstemon nitidus may be short-lived.
Penstemon fruticosus hates the winter and early spring sun and despises the
summer humidity. Penstemon barrettiae is only slightly better and P. rupicola is
not quite happy. Penstemon davidsonii, P. davidsonii ssp. menziesii, P.
caespitosus ‘Claude Barr’ do nicely. I like P. ambiguus...it does flop and would
look best on a slope. Penstemon cardwellii had trouble with the humidity, P.
crandallii survives, not much else. Penstemon ellipticus flowers sparingly, a
shaded spot would be better.

Penstemon pinifolius is easy, though some years it doesn’t flower well.
Penstemon teucrioides hangs on although it has never been covered with flowers.
Ilike P. virens, P. hallii, P. procerus in its varieties and they make nice mats and
flower reasonably reliably. The mats are vigorous and green and I like them even
out of flower. Penstemon aridus has remained a tuft 3 cm. in diameter. I don’t find
P. confertus showy, but the yellowish-white flowers are different. Penstemon
rydbergii is reliable, P. pruinosus and P. albertinus seem easy.

Many of the reds have yet to prove they like it here. I set plants of P. kunthii
out every year and they flower, but usually do not reappear. I have as yet not had
much luck with P. montanus.

Thea Unzner, Schoneiche, Germany
#16 Overseas

October, 1991

In springtime you sent me some seeds of penstemon, I did sow them and now I
have the first flowers of them. Most of the seedlings, P. palmeri, P. superbus, P.
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grinnellii, P. humilis and Scharf’s hybrids are still little plants. ‘Mexicali’ grew
rapidly and began to bloom in August and now in October it has still some
flowering stems. It is a very nice flower, but the color of all my seedlings varies.
They are deep dark-violet, reddish-violet or blue-violet with more or less strong
purple lines within. Some of them are pink or lavender with a clear white throat
without any lines.

Ellen Wilde, Santa Fe, New Mexico
#10 Southwest, #3 Cross Country, #13 Directors

August 9, 1990

I did have quite a few plants of P. comarrhenus this year and got them marked
for saving seed. Also good bloom on P. crandallii, P. linarioides, and P.
ambiguus with plenty of seed.

Nell Backus, whom many of you remember from the ‘87 S. W. meeting, flew
out from Massachusetts...we started out for the APS meeting Edmonton and the
ARGS meeting in California on a trip that also included 4 Canadian National
Parks, 7 American and 5,900 miles! I brought back 31 pressed specimens
[penstemons].

When I returned home there were lots of P. pinifolius, P. barbatus, and P,
rostriflorus in bloom. A trip to Mt. Taylor near Grants yielded fields of P.
oliganthus still in bloom quite high up. We also found P. virgatus asa-grayi had
apparently hybridized with P. barbatus, yielding some beautiful progeny in
beautiful shades of rose, pink, and wine. We hope to return for seed later. On
another trip I found what I think is P. gracilis, which I have not seen in NM
before. Yesterday, a trip up to Sandia Crest found many P. whippleanus, a few P.
strictus and another P. barbatus hybrid, probably with P. strictus, in burgundy.

September 24, 1990

One idea that I came up with from my trips was to compile a list of all the
penstemon species that grow in each of the National Parks and Monuments that
could be available to send to anyone interested in penstemons.

March 1, 1991

I now have a bank of florescent lights over seeds in the sun room and another
bank out in the unheated garage so I can do seeds both warm and cold. I have
some P. hirsutus, Mexican Hybrids, 1 P. utahensis, P. superbus, P. albertinus, P.
confertus, P. comarrhenus, 1 P. peckii that have germinated this year.

September 9, 1991
Quite a few of this year’s seedlings reached the blooming stage, the most
spectacular is P. murrayanus. Penstemon deustus is making quite a mat and had
several bloom-stalks this first year. It is not showy, but unusual because of the
cream color. I started a lot of cuttings in mid-July and have had very good success
with P. pinifolius, P. linarioides, P. crandallii, P. rostriflorus, P. heterophyllus, and
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P. caespitosus with rooting hormone in a mix of coarse sand, vermiculite, and
perlite in those form- propagating cells from Gardeners’ Supply Company—4”
under fluorescent lights in the garage. They were quite well rooted in 2 1/2
weeks... .

George Yingling, Dayton, Ohio
#13 Directors, #1 Executive

July 20, 1990

We are already 14 inches over normal rainfall and my garden is a mess with
weeds. I was surprised that P. ambiguus lived over winter and bloomed again, it is
growing in my gravel bed at Cox. Also, I have outstanding bloom from P.
barbatus, in vivid red. For the first time I had several plants of P.
pseudospectabilis (red) bloom as well as P. whippleanus (deep purple almost
black).

March 1, 1991

Several years ago, I sent Dale some seeds of ‘Henry Hybrids’ which are a P,
cobaea x P. triflorus developed by Mrs. Henry of the Henry Foundation for
Botanical Research. There is a history of that development I am trying to
discover. All of mine resembled P. cobaea, some are more like P. triflorus. We
need a source of P. triflorus seed.

Most penstemons do not seem to care what mixture they are in as long as good
drainage is maintained. Species need the cold treatment for good germination, but
I'have had some sprout, sparsely, without stratification. The hybrids germinate
without stratification. One that does well here and is long-lived is ‘Elfin Pink’. I
must have 50 seedlings. I do not know why it is called ‘Elfin Pink’ for it is not
“elfin”, but grows two to three feet tall and has lovely pink flowers. Gladwyne
Hybrids were developed by selection at the Henry Foundation in Gladwyne, PA.
The yellow forms of the normally red penstemons, in various shades, are usually
“sports”, and often the seeds are not viable. They require careful selection,
division of the best, and development from cuttings to stabilize the yellow color.
Dale did this with the yellow form of P. barbatus that we named, officially,
‘Schooley’s Yellow’. In honor of Gussie Schooley who found it.

My P. pinifolius are the low-growing type. The ones I have seen at Denver
Botanic are much taller. I wonder whether there are two types or whether the
weather and growing conditions make the difference. I germinated some old
Meyers’ Mexican hybrids last year that started blooming in mid summer and
continued blooming until frost cut them down. The bloom resembled P.
campanulatus and the colors varied. Penstemon campanulatus usually sprawls
along the ground here, but these stayed upright. Penstemon glaber does well here
and produces beautiful bluish flowers. The stems are thick and sturdy.
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July 20, 1991

My penstemons bloomed later this year than normal. Penstemon hirsutus,in a
new bed I have at Cox Arboretum, was especially nice with variable colors. Some
had alot of red and pink in bloom and others were a bright purple. I was able to
mark the reddish ones and have collected seeds from them and will send the seeds
to the exchange. They may not all come true but many will. I continue to be
amazed with P. ambiguus which is now three years old in the gravel bed. It is not
supposed to survive here in this wet and humid climate. Penstemon venustus is
also long-lived, one plant in the rock garden at Cox is at least 8 years old. Of the
shrubbies, P. cardwellii does well here. One plant in the rock garden gets shade in
the afternoon and is three-feet in diameter. Another one in the gravel bed in full
sun is living, but does not bloom as well as the one that gets some shade.
Penstemon smallii in my new bed at Cox (mostly gravel) grew and bloomed but
they did not show the vigor of ones grown in garden soil. They set seeds and then
died which is not unusual with P. smallii. It likes more shade and moisture than it
got in the new bed. It grows beautifully in the mountains of North Carolina where
it can be found among the rhododendrons. Only one P. superbus plant survived
the winter. :
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Northwest Meeting Report: June 28-30, 1991
by Connie Marsch

The meeting, organized by Randy Alanko of Baker City, Oregon, began with
dinner at Toma’s Restaurant in Enterprise, Oregon. After dinner, Paula Brooks, a
U.S. Forest Service botanist gave a slide-program.

Our car caravan left Toma’s on Saturday morning, traveling toward Joseph,
Oregon. The wildflowers were abundant and we found Penstemon attenuatus and
P. deustus. Following the Wallowa Mountain Loop Road toward Halfway, we
found P. wilcoxii, P. fruticosus var. serratus, and P. globosus. At Lick Creek
campground we found P. rydbergii.

We ate lunch in a light rain at Ollokot campground and then explored along
road 3962 and found P. payettensis and P. globosus ; a spectacular sight, with
blues and lavenders everywhere. By this time the rain was getting stronger and we
found ourselves in the clouds. We all but felt our way along back to the main
road. I have been a wildflower photographer for many years and have taken lots
of pictures in the rain, but these “penstemaniacs” were dedicated to seeing every
wildflower, rain or no rain!

After dinner at Toma’s, Dee Strickler gave a slide presentation using slides
from several members. Penstemon plants (my donation) were auctioned to help
defray meeting costs.

On Sunday morning we traveled north 15 miles to Coyote Creek Road. Mother
Nature was smiling on us and the weather was beautiful. Here we found P,
venustus, P. glandulosus, and possibly P. spatulatus. In this same area we found a
fascinating red trillium, T. petiolatum.

Our caravan continued to Buckhorn Observation Site. At 5333 feet elevation,
the view was fantastic. We could see the Seven Devils Mountains, the Snake and
Imnaha Rivers. More P. payettensis grew near the observation site. Penstemon
eriantherus and P. triphyllus also occur in the Imnaha area.

In two days we saw nine penstemon species and over 72 other wildflower
species. A partial list of some of the wildflower highlights includes:
Balsamorhiza incana, Camassia cusickii, Frasera albicaulis var. idahoensis ,
Oenothera heterantha, Orobanche uniflora, Orthocarpus hispidus and O.
tenuifolius, Scutellaria angustifolia. More than 25 people attended the meeting.

Northwest and Southwest Meeting Notice:
June 26-28, 1992, Ely, Nevada

The penstemons of White Pine County, Nevada will be the objective of a
summer meeting hosted and organized by Shirley Backman. Ely is located in east-
central Nevada, an area rich with penstemons including the following:

Penstemon palmeri and P. speciosus (common throughout the state), P. procerus,
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P. humilis, P. watsonii, P. rydbergii, P. deustus, P. thompsoniae, P. kingii, P.
barnebyi, P. dolius, P. confusus (may be in bloom on Wheeler Peak), and P.
Janishiae. Penstemon pachyphyllus ssp. congestus is locally common, replaced at
lower elevations by P. immanifestus. A search will be made on Mt. Moriah for the
endemic P. moriahensis. Additional trips will be made to Wheeler Peak and
Lehman Caves (on Wheeler) as time permits or for those who wish to stay an
extra day. There are direct flights to Ely from Reno and Salt Lake City. Questions
can be directed to Shirley Backman, 1335 Hope Road, Reno, NV 88506.

Notes from the President
by Gwen Kelaidis

The American Penstemon Society is in an exciting period of
transition with many new members and much new interest. It is only
natural with increasing interest in perennials and in plants for cultivation
with water conservation that our favorite genus should come under
renewed consideration. Here's hoping you all are growing types new to
you and sharing them with your gardening friends.

We have had some changes in personnel and would like to thank our
former officers George Yingling and Orville Steward for many years of
selfless service.

Jeanie Vesall, of White Bear Lake, Minnesota, has agreed to try on
the job of bulletin editor, and we thank her for taking on this challenge.
She will be looking to you for both contributions of articles and for
ideas. Please write and let her know what sorts of information you would
like to see included in the bulletin, what you would like to learn about
penstemons.

Most of you know that Round Robins have been the backbone of the
APS for years. Members wishing to participate in correspondence circles
with other members with similar interests may write to our Robins'
Coordinator and become part of a group of 6-10 members who write to
each other about their problems and successes with growing penstemons.
We currently have 13 robins; more can be formed if enough of you
express interest in any given topic. Betty Davenport has served as
Robins' Coordinator for several years now and, because of personal
circumstances, would like to be relieved of this duty. We are seeking a
replacement and would be delighted if you would step forward! Just
contact Betty or me. Members willing to direct individual robins are also
always welcome.

Dale Lindgren, Registrar of Hybrids and Cultivars, is in the final
stages of preparing a handbook listing all known hybrids and cultivars
and their origins and sources. Betty Davenport has assisted greatly with
this project. Our grateful thanks to both! You can expect to receive this
valuable booklet with your summer bulletin.
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In the meantime, enjoy the sowing of penstemon seeds and the
upcoming blooming season. Remember that photographs both garden
and wild penstemons are valuable to the Society—consider submitting
one or two slides for use on the cover! And remember that the Society is
considering publishing a small book on penstemons, if we can get
enough good photographs. And think about attending the meeting in Ely,
Nevada in June. These meetings are always fun, with new faces, new
scenery, new penstemons, new friends and old!

Kenneth and Robin Lodewick, of Eugene, Oregon, continue their
work on a key to all penstemons and their key to another section is
included with this mailing. They also have a new booklet available for $3
called Penstemon Notes. It includes bibliographic information on
botanists who have worked on penstemos, as well as a list of penstemon
species found in each state and of the states in which each species is
found. It makes enjoyable reading for a penstemaniac.

Notes from the Secretary
by Ann Bartlett

The Society had 104 new members join in 1991! We currently have 432
members. Good publicity about penstemons was generated by Gwen’s article in
Fine Gardening and other write-ups in Sunset and Colorado Homes and
Lifestyles. Panayoti spoke on penstemons at the International Rock Garden Plant
Conference at Warwick, England. Many membership brochures were distributed
at this meeting as well as at other national and local conferences.

I would like to thank the members who have already sent in their 1992 dues.
“Dues are Due” notices are included in this Bulletin for members who have not
renewed yet. Confused about if you owe 1992 dues? Please check the mailing
label on this Bulletin’s envelope to find out.

Errata

Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society 50(1) Winter 1991. ;
The drawing accompanying the article “Penstemon deustus” (p. 18) by Ken and |
Robin Lodewick, is Penstemon janishiae . Our apologies to the artist, Robin

Lodewick. The correct drawing of Penstemon deustus is seenon page 41.
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Seed of plants native to the Rocky Mountains; Penstemons a speciatty
Send $1 for Nov. Catalog to PO Box 200 483, Denver, Colorado 80220-0483

The Beautiful Beardtongues
of New Mexico

A Field Guide to New Mexico Penstemons

by Erma Pilz and Jean Heflin

$6.00 US postage paid; bulk discount available.
443 Live Oak Loop NE, Albuquerque, NM 87122

American
Rock Garden Society

offering Quarterly Bulletins, Seed Exchange, Color Slide Library, Book Library,
National, Regional, and Chapter Meetings.

featuring Study Weekends, Plant Shows, Garden Tours, Plant & Book Sales.
apply to: -

Jacques Mommens, Executive Secretary, PO Box 67, Millwood, NY 10546
Annual Membership $25

This space available for your advertising!

quarter page, $25 per year
half page, $50 per year
full page, $100 per year
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Cover Penstemon

Penstemon whippleanus
by Panayoti Kelaidis

Not much ink has been spilt on behalf of Whipple’s Penstemon. Most writers
speak of its “dingy,” “dark,” or *“dirty-colored” flowers, and I cannot deny that the
lower lip of the flower has an undeniable pout. No, this is not one of the dazzlers
of a genus noted for its pure and piercing blues, pinks, and reds. For those who
enjoy sophistication in flowers rather than mere showy brilliance, however, few
penstemons occur in a larger spectrum of subtle shades than this widespread
subalpine of the central and southern Rockies.

In the Front Range just behind Denver this is the universal penstemon of
Englemann Spruce and Alpine Fir woods from 10,000’ to well above treeline.
From late July well into September you can find it forming a subtle backdrop to
Castilleja miniata, harebells, and the other raucous perennials that make this time
and elevation a delight to hikers. Here most colonies are a faded purple color,
rather like dried grape juice stains—Welch's to be precise. Other colonies occur in
alurid gray shade just the other side of ivory. No wonder the plant has fared so
badly in the literature.

But a hundred miles south and to the west the purple takes on a mahogany
sheen, and throughout much of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and the San Juans
of Colorado Whipple's penstemon glows more like a mellow port wine, a Madeira
in a fluted Victorian glass with the late afternoon sunlight filtering through lacy
curtains. Not brilliant, perhaps, but festive, evocative—and desirable.

Even in the Front Range there are better forms: at the top of the Pesman trail.
Late in August one year I remember Fred Case calling out sharply "Look!" He
had spied a colony of Whipple's penstemons several hundred feet away with
flowers of a distinct yellowish hue. We scampered quickly over the tundra and as
we approached a single plant in the middle glowed with flowers where the
prevalent lemonade approached a stronger yellow: a testament not just to the
variability of a splendid native plant, but to the eye of a great plantsman.

To me Penstemon whippleanus suggests some sort of wayward foxglove, or
one of the eastern penstemons more than the brilliant blue western Humiles—the
section to which it belongs. In cultivation it tolerates an even broader range of
conditions than the rather tolerant Humiles, growing in sun almost as well as part
shade. In fact, it tolerates more shade than any other Rocky Mountain species. It
is not fussy about acidity and takes more moisture than most Western
penstemons.

Perhaps the day will come when connoisseur plantsmen will be as anxious to
sample the various vintages of Whipple's penstemon from this or that special
range, seeking out better and better forms. Few penstemons provide greater
scope. Its blossom may pout a bit, but I can assure you it will never produce a
hangover.
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The Color Slide Collection

The American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for loan
to its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage to you will be
paid by the Society; the return postage, plus insurance, by the borrower. One set of slides
has been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other organizations.
The other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of Penstemons, and is
designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for identification. To request a
loan, please write:

James Taylor, Custodian of the Slide Library, 52 Eastwood, Hutchinson, KS 67501.

The Library

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of
charge for two weeks, and for $0.10 per week for two additional weeks. The Society
pays the postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage. To request a
loan please write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender, Librarian, American Penstemon Society, c/o
Cox Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton, OH 45449.

The following material is now available in the Library:

Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society, 1946 to present. (One issue only to be
borrowed at any one time.)

Studies in Penstemons, by Ralph Bennett.

No 1: Habroanthus, No. 2: Dasanthera; No. 3: Eastern Species; No. 4 Anularius; No. 5:
Aurator. (One number only to be borrowed at any one time.)

History of the American Penstemon Society.

Manual for Beginners With Penstemon .

The California Penstemons, by Percy C. Everett.

Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstemon number.
Penstemon in Your Garden, by Glenn Viehmeyer.

The National Horticulture Magazine, special Penstemon number, 1951.

Taxonomy in Simple Language, by Ralph Bennett.

The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America, by F. W. Pennell.

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick

Penstemon Notes. 1991. Miscellaneous notes on the genus. New! $3.00
Penstemon Field Identifier. A sketch book of about 260 species, arranged geographically
postpaid for US and Canada, $12.00

overseas $15.00

Penstemon Nomenclature, 1989, lists all known botanical names that have been applied

to the genus. US and Canada $4.00

overseas $5.00
Key to the Genus Penstemon. (Sections treated cover 103 species) $1.85
What is a Penstemon? A slide show illustrating the genus.

Rental, you pay return postage $5.00

For further information, write Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University Street, Eugene,
Oregon 97403. Checks should be made payable to Kenneth Lodewick.
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