











through the deserts and mountain ranges of the Great Basin, collecting
plant specimens for sale. Penstemon cusickii is a lovely, airy little dryland
species, one of the saccate-anthered group, usually with pinkish flowers.

These four Northwest penstemons, named for early collectors, remind
us of what it was like to pioneer in a new land, among unknown flowers.

Kenneth adds in correspondence: "Sudly, by the time you publish this
article, the herbarium of the University of Oregon will be no more. The
material deposited therein is being transferred to Oregon State University at
Corvallis. The collection includes all of Howell’s material as well as Cusick’s
collection and several others. This was brought on by a measure designed to
cut back on property taxes by school districts, not a cut in University
services."

Penstemon Gentianoides

by Kenneth & Robin Lodewick
Eugene, Oregon

There seems to be some confusion in the Society regarding the status
of Penstemon gentianoides. Maybe the following history can clear it up.

Alexander von Humboldt, A.J. Bonpland, and Carl Kunth published
the species first as Chelone gentianoides in 1817, in their seven-volume
work, "Nove Genera Species Plantarum ..." (Vol. 2, p. 363, t. 174 - "t"
meaning illustration), Paris. In 1825, J.L.M. Pioret corrected the genus to
Penstemon in "Dictionaire des Sciences Naturelles" published in
Strasbourg. John Lindley published the species again, as Penstemon, in
1838, in "Edward’s Botanical Register (vol. 24, t. 3), London.

Richard M. Straw included P. gentianoides in his "Penstemons of
Mexico, I" published in "Boletin de la Sociedad Botanica de Mexico," vol.
24, p. 5, 1959, Mexico City (Part I is in Spanish). He gave a description of
the species (in English) in "Penstemons of Mexico, I1," published in the
same bulletin in 1962 (vol. 27, p. 5). Dr. Straw is retired in Talent, OR.

This record shows P. gentianoides as a legitimate species. The name is
often confused with P. glaxinoides, an illegitimate horticultural name.
"Penstemon Nomenclature" lists both names. Under gloxinoides it gives a
quotation from Hortus IT (p. 546): "a race of variants from P. hartwegii or
hybrids between P. hartwegii and P. cobaea in many colors."
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Letters from Robin Members

John W. White
#9 Hybridization and Selection

The big news is that I retired from Penn State University on
January 1, 1992. I am splitting my time between Pennsylvania, Colorado,
and Arizona for the next year doing some consulting and hoping to find
time for more leisure time gardening. I am working with Wayne Hite,
Director of the Arboretum at Flagstalf, encouraging them to use more
penstemons in their outdoor trials on plants suitable for northern Arizona
climates. There are many indigenous species in northern Arizona and
southern Utah (which is a good start), but they should be able to find
many others that will grow quite well in Flagstaff.

Amel Priest, Peru IA
#9 Hybridization and Selection

I checked my several pink P. cobaea, and they came through the winter
OK and are starting new growth. They are several years old and still
going strong. Penstemon strictus is also permancnt. Pensiemon grandiflorus
is there also but two or three years is a lifetime for it.

Kenneth & Robin Lodewick, Eugene OR
#9 Hybridization and Selection

As for cultivars and hybrids, effort should be made to preserve them,
since they are what most gardeners wants to start with. After they have
grown a few cultivars and hybrids, they may progress to the species.

Seed companies sell only what they get a great demand for. There is
only a small demand for penstemons, so they drop the seeds.

It is natural for some penstemons, like P. pinifolius, to die out in the
middle. In our garden (and in the wild) most of the Dasanthera and most
of the other mat formers grow in that fashion.

The pents with closed mouths are: P. hirsutus, which is identifiable by
its very hairy stems; P. oklahomensis, which is a much bigger plant; and P.
personatus, which you probably will never see. We found P. personatus
quite by accident after it had been missing for over 80 years. It is not in
cultivation and even the seed is restricted by California under its rare and
endangered act.



Identifying penstemon usually depends on features that don’t show in
photos or sketches. If you want to identify a flower by photographs, take
one picture of the habitat, one of the whole plant, and one of an
individual, fully open flower in profile. This will give you the best chance.
A photo of the full face of the flower could help, or, of course, one of an
opened flower. But the only sure way is to press one opened-up flower,
one flower stalk, and one basal leaf. With those and a magnifying glass
and some books, you are in business!

The best, most complete books for penstemons are our "Penstemon
Field Identifier" and our "Key to the Genus Penstemon.” The latter has
only 103 species so far, with another 59 coming with the January issue of
the Bulletin. The Identifier, Nomenclature, and Key are $16. Make checks
to Ken.

James Taylor, Hutchinson KS
#9 Hybridization and Selection

Since you are growing other wildflowers, let me tell you about some
new ones I am trying this year. One is Echinacea paradoxa. This species
has yellow flowers. I did not know there was such a thing until I saw
pictures of it at a Kansas Wildflower Society meeting. It is native to
Missouri. I finally got seeds of our native skullcap (Scutellaria) which 1
have been wanting to try for some time. I am also trying Lambert’s
locoweed, marbleseed, white prairie clover, Senecio, Verbena canadensis,
Engelmann Daisy, and Monarda fistulosa.

George Yingling, Dayton OH
#9 Hybridization and Selection

As I mentioned in my last letter, I did not get any results with my
cross of P. murrayanus and P. grandiflorus.

I have been getting pretty deep into producing videos, some for fun
and some, I hope, for profit. One thing I hope to do, however, is produce
one on penstemon. That will not be easy, since it is difficult to get true
color with video, and that would be essential with penstemon. The
Director at MCCV has given me the go-ahead for the penstemon project.

Through the years, P. hirsutus has not been particularly popular, but I
have come to like it, particularly in groups of a dozen or more. It is
interesting to watch bumblebees force the closed throat open and crawl
in. The throat tends to stay somewhat open after that.
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We all get concerned about the short life of many penstemon, but
many perennials have to be replanted from year to year. I was out at Cox
Arboretum yesterday and found that two clumps of P. cardwellii which
have been with me for eight years, spreading each year, are almost dead.
The winter has been strange here with periods of warmth and then
sudden drops into the low teens.

Dale Lindgren, North Platte NE
#9 Hybridization and Selection

I made about thirty crosses of P. triflorus x P. cobaea. Two capsules
had seed. The publication on penstemon names that Betty Davenport and
I published this year has brought inquiries from several European
countries. I also published an article in HortScience on Penstemon in
tissue culture.

Jack Goertzen, Riverside CA
#2 Photo, #7 Cross Country, #10 Southwest

February 15, 1992

The Southwest desert of which you wishfully speak is soaking wet -- as
I’'m sure the news has shown you. It should be a fantastic year for
wildflowers if they’re not all washed away. At 11:14 A. M. on Saturday
February 15, 1992, it is raining, again, or still. We were able to get in
tennis only once Friday. Monday and Wednesday were washed out.

The pictures were spectacular. They make one want to move to
Nebraska except that their tennis courts are probably covered with snow.

Ellen -- news of successful reproduction from cuttings always excites
me, and you were quite specific on the methodology, except the kind and
concentration of the rooting hormone. Since there are at least three
major hormones, this would be interesting. IBA, LAA, and NAA are
included in some; only IBA in some. And there are several
concentrations. I'd be very pleased to know what you used. I've talked
and written to several people about this. Some normally use hormones
and some don’t. "Off the shelf’ hormones usually have IBA at 1000 ppm.
The plant propagator at Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Gardens uses 3,000
ppm. The stage of growth sometimes determines the strength to use. In
spring, for example, succulent growth gets a low concentration, while
growth from later in the season merits a stronger concentration.

Among the fungicides mentioned in the Sunset Garden Book is
"metalaxyl” for soil-borne diseases. It is expensive, but if it saves a plant
it’s worth it. I bought some from a commercial greenhouse for $36.00 a
quart, but you use only a few drops to a gallon of water as a soil drench.
It was called "Subdue" and put out by CIBA-GEIGY. It is a systemic so it
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must be used carefully. The Sunset book has quite a good listing of
garden chemicals on pages 108-109.

The hybrid penstemons I grew from seed I got in London bloom some
here all year. Of course we rarely get frost, much less snow. My whole
yard is watered automatically so plants are never stressed. My P.
spectabilis and P. pseudospectabilis grow over 9’ tall. I often think plants
that are stressed look better. They are more compact and may flower
more per unit of vegetative growth. I try to limit vegetative growth in
proportion to bloom by keeping nitrogen low in proportion to phosphorus
and potassium. That is nothing original, but it works.

It was mentioned ... "what penstemons breed true?" That is interesting.
If you want identical plants, however, vegetative propagation is necessary
among plants which cross-pollinate. Of course, there are exceptions, like
citrus, which produce "nuclear” seedlings from the tissue of the parent
and crossed seedlings and on and on.

I do pretty well at growing and propagating penstemons, but
identification is a mystery. A penstemon given me by UCR Botanical
Gardens is blooming, but all the label says is "collected in Laguna Mts. by
Helen Siler." I don’t know where the Laguna Mts. are nor did I know
Helen Siler. If I get around to it, I'll take it to the botanical garden and
borrow their binocular scope and coax the botanist to hold my hand while
I muddle through. With their L. H. Bailey manual and Lodewick’s key,
perhaps I can identify it.

Looking out the back window onto a sopping wet backyard I see
grapefruit, two valencia oranges, one navel orange, one minneola tangelo,
and a Meyer lemon full of fruit. I also see a Bearse lime and an apple
‘Anna’ in full bloom. It’s an early season.

R. W. Harrington, Peekskill NY
#3 Cross Country

March 12, 1992

A nice bank of Penstemon has wintered well along a brick bank at the
edge of my garden, and the prospect of a nice growth of them gives me
great pleasure. At a suitable time, I will try to get some photographs of
them. I also have my supply of seed in hand, which I will set out when
the conditions are favorable. So perhaps this year I will be able to
advance from the lowest grade of novice to the beginning levels of a true
"Penstemoner."
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Eric Horton, Chelmsford, Essex, England
#2 Photo, #8 Small Pents, #16 Overseas

September 30, 1992

I do like plants! Mostly, I grow alpines and heaths, but lately I have
diverted to perennials. I have a small "nursery" that really consists of
other people’s plots! My wife and I sell at "Boot Fairs," where you drive
into a field and sell your junk from the boot [trunk] of your car! It is still
a hobby: growing and the money we earn pays for the van, pots, peat, etc.
I am 52 and a postman. I do early deliveries; I start at S A. M. and finish
at noon. I then spend the rest of the day potting and weeding.

This part of England is called the "Banana Belt," but I have not tried
bananas. It is drier than any other part, and in fact we are officially still
on a water hose pipe ban, because of a three-year drought. All this
despite the fact that it’s been a very wet autumn.

The area here was a glacial drift and, when you dig about, you get all
sorts of fossils. I dug a fish-pond out for a woman and just two feet down,
found a shark’s jawbone! She wasn’t the least bit interested! There’s
mostly London clay underneath here, and now that there’s a lot of core
boring in Chelmsford, you can see how deep the clay goes! Mostly
Devonian period -- but I find it fascinating.

Loring Jones, Moscow ID
#11 Cross Country

November 23, 1990

No real hot penstemon news except to say I have now replanted my
little penstemon observation rock garden for the third time amid sand,
gravel, and basalt rock. I have noticed that over the winter it has served
as a neighborhood cat sand box!

We do sell native plant materials, primarily seed under the name of
Northplan Seed Producers or Northplan/Mountain Sced, P. O. Box 9107,
Moscow, ID 83843-1607. Let me suggest letting your penstemon seed
capsules dry up on plants, then strip the capsules just before or during
dehiscence.

Connie Marsch, Sunnyside CA
#2 Photo, #7 Cross Country, #8 Small Pents

March 4, 1992

We have had a very mild winter and spring is in the air. Daffodils are
starting to bloom and the yard is full of pink, blue, and white violets. My
wildflowers are coming up everywhere, and some sced has been set out to
stratify naturally, and I must get other kinds planted this month. From



now on, I will get busier and busier!

It looks as though most of my mature penstemons survived well, and
new growth is starting on some already. Most things in the cold frames
also look very good. I plan to take some penstemons and other wildflower
seedlings to the WSFGC Board Meeting next week to distribute to other
districts. I must make room for the new "babies."

Carl Amason, Calion AR
#6 Cross Country

July 16, 1992

Friends have come by several times this spring, and we have gone on
wildflower field trips -- mostly for orchids, wild azaleas, ferns and fern
allies, and anything else that we may find. Oh, if only I knew what my
friends thought I knew ... and I don’t try to fool them. I am happy to
share what little that I know with them. Twice we went into the Ouachita
Mountains beyond Hot Springs. Penstemon arkansanus had peaked; there
were no blooms, just small, immature, green fruits. Some lingering
flowers of Penstemon digitalis were still around.

A later field trip was to Camp Albert Pike, in the Ouachita Mountains
and National Forest to see a Delphinium species with beautiful blue
flowers in clusters, not in spikes like the most common ones have. It is
lovely and quite abundant in spots. It was named only in recent years.

And my efforts to have my place become the Penstemon Capital of
Arkansas have again failed. My ‘Stapleford Gem’ (‘Sour Grapes’) died
and rotted in one day as a flowering stem was developing. Betty, you are
correct -- it is difficult for me to grow. My plants of P. tubaeflorus
developed into the purplish-tinged P. digitalis. No wonder they grow so
well. Both P. smallii plants were discovered by the deer and the tops were
eaten off. One made a fair attempt at sending up a smaller flowering
stem.

I found several P. tenuis blooming in the most unexpected places. And
P. laxiflorus is native here, but it must be in the fullest sun in the driest
spots. Maybe that is the way I should try to grow these things. As always
P. digitalis grew well and bloomed. These here are a pristine white. And
another success story: friends from Leitcherman Native Center in
Memphis went on a botanical exploration to the mountains near
Monterrey and gave me a few seeds of a "red flowering Penstemon
species." They turned out to be a lavender, open-flowered pent ... and 1
don’t know the species. I had no P. murrayanus bloom on my place, but
again, another field trip to those dry, dry, hot, hot sandy hills about
Chideater, and there they were -- scattered plants of P. murrayanus, one
here, one there. Only one or two blooms here and there on drying seeded
stems.
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September 21, 1992

Penstemon-wise, most of my trials have been noble and complete
failures. The first thing I know the entire plant -- roots, stems, leaves, and
bush (they never get to flower) are dead. I suspect that root fungus is at
the "root of it all' -- no pun intended. But the old white Penstemon
digitalis continues to prosper and spread. It’s a native here, and the color
is a good white flower. Another native of dry, sunny, and sandy arcas P.
laxiflorus, although it’s not as showy. I have a good plant of P. smallii that
grows well. I lost P. dissectus, another Eastern species that should do well
here. I also had 3 seedlings (from Mexican seed) grow and bloom.
Friends went down on a botanical expedition to get sceds from the high
mountains around Monterrey. Some of the woody specics are varielies
and subvarieties of species we have here: sweet gum trees, redbuds,
dogwoods, magnolias, and so on. They gave me about ten sceds of a "red-
flowered" penstemon. I brought three through the winter, and they
bloomed with a lavender pink blossom. I fear they are all dead and no
seed matured. I don’t know the species; the collectors didn’t either. They
knew only the genus.

Dick & Ann Bartlett, Lakewood CO
#10 Southwest

August 16, 1992

The ARGS Tahoe Meeting was great, especially seeing P. speciosus
ssp. kennedyi and P. newberryi growing in alpine areas. Summer in
Colorado has been a monsoon all July and August -- after a June 104°F.
heat wave. Most of the penstemons are doing well. Jeanie Vesall’s article
has stimulated me to make some Dasanthera cuttings, ‘Floyd McMullen’
is about a foot wide in our garden and did bloom this summer. I brought
back P. ‘Crystal’, P. newberryi, and P. barrettiue from California and hope
they will survive here in Denver. I don’t, however, plan to plant them out
till fall.

Frances Burrell, Lovell WY
#6 Cross Country

October 15, 1992

The sun, beginning to peek through the dull skies, is starting to warm
my bones. We expect to see all plants lying flat and brown when this first
blast of Arctic air with snow, sleet and rain pushes through to the Mid-
west. The three pents still in blossom -- ‘Utah State’, P. barbatus, and an
unknown pink -- look very sad and discouraged this morning,.

My color sense seems to differ from that of botanists. Purple to me is
rich and dark; our P. laricifolius is too often a very weak pinkish-lavender.
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In good spots, it well be a strong lavender and sometimes pink in a very,
very good spot. P. laricifolius according to Rickett, Wild Flowers of US,
Vol. 6, p. 596:

May be distinguished by the numerous extremely narrow leaves, less

than 1/16 inch wide and up to 3/4 inches long. The corolla is funnel-

shaped about 1/2 inch long with a beard on the lower lip. One form
has whitish or greenish white slightly shorter flowers; another form
has purple flowers. Wyoming has both forms. Montana has only the
white.
The white form mentioned must be P. laricifolius ssp. exilifolius --
prevalent in Central and Southern Wyoming.

It must be that P. digitalis will succeed anywhere. According to various
reports, it does best in clay. I grow it in sandy loam, although some beds
have much clay. My yard has streaks of clay interspersed with streaks of
sand.

Virginia Carlson, Fullerton CA
#11 Cross Country

October 27, 1992

Not much is in bloom now, but the P. kunthii bloomed very heavily
and rebloomed when I cut it back. It doesn’t seem to set much seed, even
though it’s visited by lots of bees. One which was planted where there
wasn’t much water lived but didn’t bloom. I also have P. smallii in
bloom -- a large foliage rosette but rather small flowers. My P. rostriflorus
from Sherman Pass which should have had yellow flowers instead had
rather tomato-red blooms.

Penstemon ‘Hidcote Pink’ didn’t bloom in the hot weather, and we had
a great deal of very hot weather, from late June until the end of
September with the exception of a couple of weeks over Labor Day and
after. We also had the highest humidity I have ever experienced in
southern California. I lost some plants on my banks because they got too
dry, I fear. Then I lost a special Marrubium which rooted when the
weather got cooled. My P. pinifolius were good sized plants but none
bloomed, and some are showing signs of losing a few stems. Maybe they
demand a colder winter. I have a large sprawly purple pent which didn’t
bloom much in summer but did this fall. I had plants of P. whippleanus
but they disappeared. I had rooted some cutting of ‘Meyer’s hybrid’ pink
pent which I have had for years, but it didn’t bloom this summer either.

We had a very wet March and not much rain after that. I did get out
into the high desert in April (judging a flower show in Ridgecrest) and
saw one of the most spectacular displays I have secn since the Poppy
Preserve in the late seventies. Along 395 north of Randsburg, the terrain
was covered with pale yellow, deeper yellow, and white flowers with blue
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lavender desert daisies and a few Sphaeralcea in orange and some blue
Brodiaea, desert dandelions, and several yellow composites. A friend who
lives at Apple Valley said that she had been out there since the fifties and
had never seen it like that. I had an automatic camera, but it didn’t
compensate for the very bright light in late morning.

The next day I went south to Fallbrook along the 15 Hwy south of
Corona, and there weren’t any wildflowers along the road. It had all been
grazed over or something.

Betty Davenport, Sumner WA
#2 Photography, #6 Cross Country, #7 West Coast & CC, #13 Directors

Fall, 1992

I had some success with my seed flats this year. I don’t have a lot of
plants, but I will have a number of species to add to my garden. I had
good success with eastern species (seed from Don Humphrey). Among
the new species are P. smallii, P. dissectus, and one plant of P. tenuis that
has brilliant red foliage. Some of the P. smallii plants have an orange
color to their leaves, while others do not.

The plants of P. dissectus are still small. I thought it had deeply serrate
leaves, but these plants do not as of now. The young plants do not. I have
many plants of P. clutei (seed from a plant in my garden). I have four
plants of P. newberryi ssp. newberryi and its ssp. sonomensis, P. labrosus
(two without red in the leaves, a good indication of yellow flowers),
plants of P. barrettiae, P. fruticosus, P. davidsonii ssp. menziesii, P.
richardsonii, P. kunthii, P. crandallii, P. palmeri, P. speciosus (from east
side of Sherman’s Pass, CA), P. hirsutus var. pygmaeus (several with red
in their leaves), one from yellow P. barbatus seed (but too much red in
the leaves for the flowers to be yellow), one plant of P. thurberi, and
another of P. ambiguus and other plants to numerous to list. Plants of P.
kunthii from Vaclav have bloomed and there is a nice variety of colors,
one a true scarlet. All the plants from Siskiyou, as well as P. californicus,
are still alive. One plant of P. centranthifolius is trying to bloom, and I
have another seedling of P. spectabilis. Several plants of ‘Gloxinoides’ and
‘Bashful’ still have some bloom.

Last spring a friend gave me a cutting of a penstemon that volunteered
in her garden. It reminds me of Meyer’s Mcxican Hybrids, but the flower
is much larger and has a balloon-shaped corolla. One of the cuttings had
late bloom, but I still don’t have a photo of it.

Disaster in the form of root rot has hit two of my penstemons, the
lovely white ‘Castwellian Hybrid’ and P. parvulus. I have my fingers
crossed that the rest are resistant to it. I am trying to locate another plant
of the ‘Castwellian Hybrid’, and I want seed of P. parvulus that 1 had in
Pasco and dearly loved.
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Several years ago I collected seed of a pent near John Day, Oregon
and finally I have one plant that should bloom next year. I have not seen
such leaves on this form of plant before.

Jack Goertzen, Riverside CA
#2 Photography, #7 West Coast & Cross Country, #10 Southwest

November 9, 1992

The penstemons I have seen this year were in Zion National Park. The
Baja penstemons were especially great this year as they had more rain
than the year before. The P. spectabilis ssp. subinteger were all over and
the P. eximeus were at least 7 feet tall.

There is a new rooting hormone which the Botanical Garden
acquainted me with -- it is called "Dip’ n Grow," a liquid combination of
IBS and NAA at a high concentration. It can easily be diluted to different
concentrations. A five-second dip coats the stem more uniformly than
powders. It can be ordered from:

Astoria Pacific, Inc

14600 S. E. 82ND Drive

P. O. Box 830

Clackamas, OR 97015-08839

phone 1-800-536-3111, fax 503-655-7367.

The 2 oz bottle is $6.95 +$3.00 shipping. I just tricd it on P.
baccharifolius, and they look fine after about 2 wecks.

Connie Marsch, Sunnyside CA
#2 Photography, #7 West Coast & Cross Country, #8 Small Pents

September 27, 1992

This has been both a good and bad year for my penstemons. A great
many plants bloomed, but a lot of them died ... I think {rom over-
watering. We had another very dry year and my plants kept showing
stress, so I watered them heavily. Now I have found that a lot of them
died from root rot. When I replanted them in my big garden, I added
some sand and gravel to each planting hole, but I did not dig ditches and
fill them with sand and gravel as I did before.

Blooming started in mid April, with P. guirdneri, P. rvdbergii, P.
procerus, P. hallii, P. crandallii, P. carvi, and P. eriantherus. They were
followed in May by P. clutei, P. fruticosus, P. barrettiue, P. fruticosus ssp.
scouleri, P. ovatus, P. rupicola, P. duavidsonii ssp. menziesii, P. attenuatus,
yellow P. confertus, P. speciosus, white and pale pink P. confertus, P.
cyaneus, P. whippleanus, P. fruticosus ssp. fruticosus, P. cardwellii, P.
hirsutus (violet), P. wilcoxii, P. humilis, P. lyallit, P. rupicola x P. fruticosus,
P. strictus, P. deustus, blue and rose-lavender ‘Scharf hybrids’, ‘Saskatoon’,
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and P. digitalis. In June there were P. venustus, P. cobaea, Mexican hybrid,
P. incertus, P. grinnellii, P. clutei, P. barbatus, ‘Marshall hybrids’, P.
caespitosus, P. richardsonii, P. triphyllus, pink P. conferius, and the second
blooming for a great many other plants. I have more than one plant of
some of the above and they bloom at different times.

Now the list of plants which died. The most upsetting was P. ambiguus.
I only had one plant, and it was beautiful last year. This yecar it started
out poorly and tried to bloom, but died. Does anyone have seed? I would
really like to try it again. I loved the pink, phlox-like blooms.

I also lost several P. speciosus, P. laetus, P. fruticosus ssp. fruticosus, P.
fruticosus ssp. scouleri, P. acuminatus, P. humilis, P. eriantherus, P.
euglaucus, P. venustus, P. cyaneus, P. incertus, P. grinnellii, P. clutei, and P.
digitalis. 1 have replacements for some, but not very many. Some I will try
again from seed, but others I won’t since they didn’t do well here and 1
don’t have room for ones which are difficult for me to grow. A number of
plant should be moved to different locations, because they are either too
crowded or are not doing well where they are.

Joy Meagher, Chester CA
#6 Cross Country

August 27, 1992

My husband Jack and I live near Chester, California, close to Lake
Almanor. On a California map, we are close to the intersection of State
Highways 36 and 89 in the northeast portion. At the southern end of
Lake Almanor, the Sierra Nevada goes underground and the Cascade
Range takes over. Lassen Peak is about 20 miles to the north, the last
volcano to erupt in the continental U. S. before Mount St. Helens. The
elevation where we live is about 4,500 ft in the mixed conifer forest with
jeffrey and sugar pines, white fir, and incense cedar.

"So what!" you say, "how about the penstemons?"

Well, there are lots of them too. Our local species is called P.
neotericus which should be in everyone’s gardens because it is lovely. I
hope to send some seed to the Exchange this year. Within forty miles
there are probably a dozen species, some of them higher in the
mountains and others to the east where there are Great Basin species. |
enjoy finding the wild plants in my wanderings, but I also love to grow
them in my garden. I have tried some transplants, seeds, and nursery-
grown plants with very good success. Our front yard is quite stony anyway
-- with rocks running from gravel to boulders -- so the penstemons do
well there.

We have P. heterophyllus from the foothills, P. centranthifolius from
Central California, P. newberryi, and P. deustus which grow nearby. From
nurseries, P. pinifolius, P. strictus, ‘Six Hills’ hybrid, and P. hirsutus var.

17



pygmaeus. The seed from the Exchange has produced twelve seedlings
which have been potted up.

I learned about the American Penstemon Society last year from an
article in Sunset Magazine, so I'm a newcomer who hopes to learn a lot
from all of you. It was a wonderful experience to go to the Western
Regional meeting in Ely, NV in June. We met so many interesting
penstemon enthusiasts and the field trips were outstanding. We had as a
guide the local forest Service range specialist who really knew the plants
and the terrain. Our expert was Elizabeth Neese from the U. C.
Herbarium. Carl Backman expertly drove his 4-wheel van up and down
the mountainsides, and we saw fabulous penstemons and other alpines
wherever we went, much of the time at 10-11,000 feet. On Sunday we
went to Wheeler Peak in the Great Basin National Park and hiked up to
some lakes above the end of the Scenic Drive at 10,000 feet, where there
were more little ground-hugging penstemons.

Birdie Padavich, North Bend WA
#7 West Coast

September 12, 1992

Summer has gone and the cold of winter is crecping in around the
edges. It’s in the 30s at 7:00 A. M. most mornings when we walk -- a
good warm coat and gloves are needed to hold off the chill.

I have a few roses and some annuals around the garden. Phlox have
been blooming over a long period. Rock garden Cyclamen are a real show
this fall.

The spring and summer were warm over a long period and most
penstemons have set their seed. It is such a joy to sce diffcrent types of
penstemon blooming in nurseries these days. Even garden stores have a
few. Farmers markets had a nice selection in July. Most were the tall
varieties that I can’t grow because I have too much shade in my garden.
Penstemons bloomed a month early this last spring -- we saw only one
penstemon blooming along the roadside in all the miles we traveled to
reach Ely, Nevada. We took our road maps and mapped all the back
roads, keeping off the main highways. The one penstemon we saw was a
lovely soft pink -- I believe it was P. parivi -- someplace in Utah. We
stopped and looked it over -- 6 small plants, one stem and no side shoot
or small seedlings. It was too early for sced.

18 Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society Vol. 52-2

Nina Price, Klamath Falls OR
#7 West Coast

October 22, 1992

It has been a hectic different year for me. My husband had bone
cancer for four years, and his health continued to deteriorate last summer
and fall. He passed away right after Christmas. The decisions have been
many, coupled with adjusting to being on my own after 56 years of
marriages.

My garden had suffered but seemed to thrive on neglect. We have had
the hottest, driest summer ever recorded here. In spite of that, it has
been for me a real "fruit year." I have almost given up on identifying my
pents. I have lots of P. wilcoxii and hundreds of P. barbatus hybrids, all
shades of pink to red to purple with a fair sprinkling of yellow. My
garden is showy when in bloom -- some are as tall as I am (5 feet), others
are shorter. They have hybridized and re-hybridized and are all beautiful
just the same. I give plants to anyone and everyone who wants them.

Izetta Renton, Snoqualmie WA
#7 West Coast

August 12, 1992

The pents that are left from the two terrible winters are doing fine and
bloomed real well. I have P. pinifolius in bloom right now. I have seen
plants in several nurseries and picked up a few I don’t have. I don’t have
the right type of garden for bedding type pents here. I have to grow them
in containers and where I have rock walls.

The large swarms of P. davidsonii growing up in the pass have several
different shades of blue, purple, and pink to almost white colors. My P.
rupicola ‘Alba’ is looking fine and getting larger each year.

Rachel Snyder, Mayetta KS
#6 Cross Country

October 7, 1992

We are drawing to the close of the strangest growing season I have
ever experienced here, and I've been here practically all my life. It has
been a cool, wet summer reminiscent of England or Ireland, and certainly
not the midsection of North America. Leaves are starting to color. Since
the trees and shrubs have grown abundantly and have had everything
going for them, we anticipate an exceptionally brilliant show ... unless, of
course, it is terminated prematurely as it was last year when in one of
spasms of erratic weather the temperature plummeted from balmy to
below zero in the space of a few hours. Last year’s wild swing killed or
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damaged many woody plants, even full-grown trees.

The penstemons prospered, and I note that a lot of self-sowing has
gone on. If I were more scientific I shouldn’t-let them all develop, but be
more precise and selective in what may remain. But [ am beyond hope in
this regard, and they all will be free to do their thing, lctting mother
nature do the sorting out. She usually manages to thin the crop by spring.
Moles have been worse this year than in previous years. The moist
ground made for easier digging, I suppose. My "mole scarer” gadget with
the electronic beep has ceased to function.

Three weeks ago I visited a gorgeous garden here in Kansas City,
designed, installed and cared for by two young men who have become
gung-ho gardeners practically overnight. They proudly took me to see
their red penstemon which was in bloom. I was incredulous and probably
showed it, as September is not the bloom season for penstemons here,
regardless of color. It turned out to be a thriving specimen of P.
‘Gloxinoides’, which is regarded here as an annual and handled that way.
It certainly was doing its stuff, making a nice spot of color in their fall
garden. So I learned a thing or two from that incident. I hope I can go
back next spring to see if by chance this plant will make it through the
winter. I'd also like to see what other perennial types of penstemons they
have worked into their garden.

Thea Unzner, Schoneiche bei Berlin, Germany
#16 Overseas

September 17, 1992

This is the translation of an article I wrote for the Gesellschaft fiir
Staudenfreunde (Society of Friends of Perennials).

In the east and north of Germany, this year brought us great heat and
drought from mid-May to mid-August. This resulted in a catastrophe for
agriculture and forestry. In my own garden, I couldn’t save some plants,
although I watergd in the morning and in the evening and spent all day
walking through the garden with a watering can. It was the warmest
summer since 1834, with the hottest days over 37°C. (98°I%.).

My penstemons survived this dryness astonishingly well. They bloomed
marvelously, but for a shorter time than normal. In late May Penstemon
ovatus began to bloom; I'd sown this in 1991. It’s a strong plant, with 50-
80 cm high stems growing from a rosette of stalked ovate leaves. The
leaves on the stems are sessile to clasping, ovate-lanceolate or heartshape,
and more toothed than the basal leaves. The inflorescence is glandular-
pubescent and has 6-10 loose whorls of blue blossoms with bellied
expanded tube. The corolla is 17-22 mm long, and the lower lip is
distinctly longer than the upper. Outside, the blossom is glandular-
pubescent, as are the lobes of the calyx. On the inside of the lower lip are
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fine violet lines, and the palate has a whitish beard. It normally blooms
for about four weeks.

At the beginning of June the penstemon hybrids began to bloom. They
filled a whole bed with blue, violet, pink, red, and salmon flowers. The
seed was from America with the marking "Penstemon barbatus hybrids."
They were raised by crossing Penstemon barbatus with P. alpinus, P.
strictus, P. glaber, and other species of the section Habroanthus. The
corolla shape is as different as the colors. Some of the blossoms look very
similar to P. barbatus with narrow sharkshead flowers, while others have a
bellied tube, a wider open throat, and the lobes of the lower lips are not
reflexed as far as those of P. barbatus are. Taken together, this produces
a beautiful richly-colored sight! The sceds of these plants will produce an
appreciable number of desirable forms, and you can select the seedlings
according to the most beautiful colors.

Penstemon kunthii -- The seeds sown in 1991 began to bloom in the
middle of July, while those I sowed this year bloomed in August. The
stems grow without basal rosettes about 30-40 c¢m high. The lcaves on the
stems are narrow-lanceolate, 4-9 cm long and 4-7 mm wide, with sharply-
toothed edges. From all the axils branches are borne, blooming bit by bit
over a long period. The inflorescence is a loose raceme, not one-sided,
and the cyme generally has 2 corollas on short pedicels. The lobes of the
calyx are narrow-lanceolate with long tips, spreading, not overlapping, 9-
10 mm wide (pressed), keeled dorsally and round ventrally. The upper lip
is projecting, the lobes of the lower lipdggspreading and bent downward.
The color is rose or reddish-violet; the lower lips have interior purple
lines. The palate is glabrous or sometimes bearded with few white hairs,
and the outside of the corolla is pubescent. Many plants from sced
supplied by Vaclav Plestil (1992) have violet flowers. The corolla also has
a larger belly, more like the Penstemon ‘Mexicali’ I sowed last year.

Dale Lindgren, North Platte NE
#13 Directors

November 18, 1992

I am replacing James Taylor as the director of the ‘Hybridization and
Selection’ robin. I work for the University of Nebraska and am located at
North Platte, which is about half way between Omaha and Denver. My
main areas of work interest include plant breeding, wildflowers, and dry
edible beans. The major penstemon projects ongoing here include
longevity studies, survival in buffalograss, seed germination, and selective
breeding.

The breeders robin is relatively small, so I would like to find a few
more members to include in it.



Frances Burrell, Lovell WY
#13 Directors

November 24, 1992

There is little I can write about the outside world for I saw little of it
from late spring on. Another spinal operation, from which I'm recovering
very well, will put me in good shape for next year.

I know that pents do well without copious watering. But my area is
really dry -- 7 inches of moisture per year -- and pents do better with
weekly or semi-weekly one-hour watering. That was noticeable with the
white P. grandiflorus seedlings. Twelve large, vigorous ones received water
from the lawn sprinkling system. Seven were occasionally watered by a
young boy and are about an inch across. Really! I wonder what those
seven will be by spring.

Betty Davenport, Sumner WA
#6 Cross Country,

Summer, 1992

It has been hot, dry and hot, dry in the Puget Sound. Records have
been broken for the most days over 90 degrees and another for days over
85 degrees. The snow pack was low and several arcas have voluntary to
mandatory water rationing. We are back again conserving water, since we
have voluntary rationing. It is dry all over and much ol the plant life
bloomed about a month early, so the wild{lowers are gone except at the
very high elevations.

Mt. Rainer’s snow pack is low, and many areas have lost their cover
this year. The mountain is bare on its south side. Just as conditions
become extremely dry, a storm moves into the arca and lessens the fire
danger.

Insect populations are up and people have become aware of insects,
especially moths, due to the publicity and spraying for the Asian Gypsy
Moth. This moth is related to the European Gypsy Moth but eats all
foliage, evergreen and deciduous. The females can fly 20 miles instead of
staying in one area like the others do. It came into the Puget Sound area
on the first ships from Siberia (another impact of the breakup of the
Soviet Union). It is feared that they’ll mate with the Europcean species to
create a hybrid that will ravage the Northwest forests. Light were found
last year, so a major spray occurred this spring. Everyone is sure they
have found an Asian gypsy, and the Extension office has been deluged
with phones calls about insects.

Grasshoppers are now appearing near homes, and calls are coming in
about them. The native flora they normally feed upon is dry, so they
moved into areas that are green. Normally you don’t see grasshoppers
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unless you go over to Eastern Washington.

I seemed to have recovered from the flu and am getting back to living
normally. I guess I will get flu shots this year when they are offered. We
haven’t made as many trips as we do most summers.

We have spent some time exploring roads on White Pass and on the
west side of Mt. Rainier. We found a place where P. rupicola and P.
fruticosus grow right next to each other. Only small plants show any signs
of hybridization. The P. rupicola is growing high up on the clilfs, so you
can’t get close to it. The young plants are growing in the gravel pit so
their chance of survival is not very good. We visited the arca recently and
I couldn’t find any seed. We did collect seed of P. fruticosus. Al the same
time, we made the loop around Mr. Rainer. We stopped first at Sunrise
Point and then up went up Steven’s Canyon to Paradise. Since there was
no parking (due to crowds), we didn’t stop. At Reflection Lake, Gentiana
calycosa was just coming into bloom. The rest of the other flowers were
gone. Pearly everlasting and the subalpine aster were the dominant
flowers along the roadsides.

One day we travelled to the Wenas area looking for penstemons that
Connie Marsch has found. It was too dry and there was almost no bloom.
As we neared Bethel Ridge, we stopped to check out its flora and found
the mystery penstemon in bloom. It is P. procerus. There are four
penstemons on the ridge: P. fruticosus, P. attenuatus, P. procerus, and P.
richardsonii. Many different types of butterflies and insects (wasps and
flies) were feeding on the nectar. I don’t think I have ever scen as many
butterflies as I did yesterday.

We traveled to the Mt. Adams area over the Fourth of July weekend.
This was a different area than last year. We spent one night at the
reststop on US 80. I don’t know how many times we have stopped there,
but I had never seen a pent before. But alongside the highway were
several plants of P. richardsonii in full bloom. We also found large
patches of P. euglaucus. Many plants just did not bloom this year. This is
true everywhere. But we did find enough to get photos of it.

One of the clusterhead pents was almost through blooming. It is
probably P. attenuatus, which grows all over the area. I found P. euglaucus
to be very variable. Flower stalks range from true clusterheads to secund
with every variation between. Leaf color ranged from almost white to
green; flowers are from almost pink to deep blue. I feel it has probably
crossed with the other pents in the area. In fact, 'm not sure some of the
plants were not P. rydbergi.

Plants of Nothochelone nemorosa were in bloom at one stop. It rained
on July 4. The moisture was much appreciated by plants and animals. Mt.
Adams would appear for a time and Robert would stop to take a photo.
The mountain would then disappear in the clouds again.

The alternating spring of warm days and cold nights was hard on my
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seed flats. I must change my planting method some more. I lost many
plants by their germinating and then freezing during the night. The young
plants couldn’t take the cold (at least I think this is what happened).

My pents’ leaves were yellowing at the edges. The county agent felt
that my problem was lack of nutrients. I sprayed the yard twice, and it
appears he was correct. While spraying I noticed other signs of lack of
nutrients, such as weak stems, slow growth, small flowers, and light leaf
color.

I found some time to transplant some of my seed flats, and I will have
some new pents next spring if I get them through the winter. I have one
flat of P. clutei and have put several plants around the yard. I have one
plant of P. tenuis, several of P. smallii, P. dissectus and P. hirsutus ‘Alba’
(supposed to be 50% true from seed -- I have hope of getting white ones
as most of plants lack red tones in their leaves), and 8 plants of P.
newberryi. Other plants include P. richardsonii, P. barrettiae, P. fruticosus,
P. labrosus, P. caesius, P. barbatus (yellow -- I hope), 4 of P. purpusii, and
one of P. thurberi.

I am pleased with some seedlings I grew last year. P. californicus is still
with me. One of the plants is getting large enough to give someone a
small cutting. Several years ago I collected pent seed near John Day,
Oregon. I have one plant coming from that seed planted out last year. 1
also have a plant of P. parvulus. 1 grew this in Pasco and loved it. I have
being trying to get another plant about 8 years now.

A friend gave me a plant of Primula japonica. She grew the plants
from seed that she got from one of horticultural societies. The plants
were taking over one section of her garden. Looking at it, you know it’s a
Primula. The flower stalk is over 3 feet talk, and the leaves are about 10
inches long and 5 inches wide. This one is yellow, but the books say they
can be found in different colors.

I have added several Sisyrinchium, lilies, and beardless iris, including
the Pacific Coast species and some of their hybrids. I have not been
adding many plants because of the water situation. I prefer to keep the
plants I have alive rather than add others and lost everything due to no
water.

Erma Pilz, Albuquerque NM
#6 Cross Country

July 6, 1992

Betty -- I was very interested in the enclosures about your book -- and
particularly about the P. oligunthus group. When it’s possible for me I'll
get a copy made of an explanation of the work Crosswhite did in New
Mexico on the P. oliganthus group. In it he describes these plants you
have listed. He recognized the differences that make them separate
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species: not all are just "oliganthus." There are diflerences, and they occur
in isolated "islands" in the New Mexico mountains, usually at a fairly high
altitude.

What they all have in common is golden staminodes, hairy lips and a
color -- usually a striking blue, some purplish and always white under
throat -- not present on the upper surface. They're usually fairly short
plants and not heavily flowered on the stem. The blossom is doubly
grooved on the underside with a single fold on the upper part of the
bloom.

My personal feeling is that the differences are variations rather than
species. Crosswhite is a botanist, and I don’t claim to be one. Morcover,
I'd tend to be a "lumper” not a "splitter.” The one I learned as P.
oliganthus is P. inflatus and grows on the Sandias. The true P. oliganthus
grows on Mount Taylor, some eighty miles way. It is less showy than P.
inflatus. P. pseudoparvus is distinguished by the blossom tilting up above a
horizontal. True P. oliganthus has the blossoms hanging down (nodding).
There are others growing in Colorado: P. degeneri and another whose
name escapes me at the moment.

Ellen Wilde, Santa Fe NM
#13 Directors

July 1, 1992

We are having another good year. We did have some spring rain. The
last two weeks have been dry and windy, but fortunately the penstemons
that need more moisture had already bloomed. Now P. ambiguus, P.
barbatus, P. rostriflorus, P. murrayanus, and P. pinifolius are making their
display. In addition to putting on such a long display, P. rostriflorus is
especially nice because it does not get so tall that the stems fall over.

I just got back from the Ely meeting which was superb. We saw lots of
different penstemons -- although there were not masses of any of them --
and we had some great slides and fabulous trips and scenery. Elizabeth
Neese gave a good slide talk after Saturday’s banquet, and all the slides
were of excellent quality. There were 40 attending, about hall longtime
members and others new people from California or people who just came
along with friends. A Californian named Connie Estes said she and her
husband have a summer cabin in Utah near Bryce and Zion, and she
thought she could organize a meeting there in 1994. She was full of
enthusiasm and seemed like a really great assct.

Last November I put out quite a few seeds on coarse sand right on top
of the ground with a half-inch gravel on top since I would be away for a
while. I was pleased to have quite a few germinate by the time I got back
from Australia. I got about a dozen P. nitidus, 6 P. caryi, many P. alpinus,
P. hirsutus, and P. albidus. The P. alpinus arc starting to bloom alrcady,
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just two and a half months after germinating. Isn’t that incredible! The
plant Shirley thought was P. havdenii turned out to be P. cardinalis
instead. The P. rubicundus she gave me was really beautiful and fragrant.
The plant was about 5 feet across and 5 1/2 feet tall, with flowers much
like P. palmeri but held out from the stem on pedicels. The stems were
ascending rather than erect so that many of them -- after they had lots of
flowers open -- tended to flop down.

There was a very large clump of a hybrid cultivar in the botanic
gardens in Christchurch, New Zealand and Mclbourne, Australia. It was
called P. ‘Pink Clouds’ and was about three feet tall.

Verla Heitman, Hardy NE
#13 Directors

July 26, 1992

Seeds sown this spring gave me 9 P. palmeri, 20 Scharl hybrids, 7 P.
triflorus, 5 P. ‘Saskatoon’, and 2 P. strictus. 1 was glad to have many P.
strictus and white P. grandiflorus come up elsewhere from 1991 seeds.

From comments received with orders from the Seed Exchange:

From Polly Stone, Inverness-shire, Scotland
The Penstemon glaber and P. virens were superb in the garden this year
here at the south end of Loch Ness.

From Sally McGee, Lawrence KS
I had particular success with Penstemon hirsutus, P. hirsutus var.
pvgmaeus, P. palmeri, and the Scharf hybrids.

From Beth Wilton, Ft. Collins CO

Some of the penstemons which have persisted very well here where the
soil is sandy, the weather goes to extremes, and rainfall is low have been
twiggy penstemons like P. davidsonii, P. fruticosus, creeping oncs like P.
caespitosus, P. crandallii, P. linarioides, P. teucrioides, and, surprisingly to
me, P. ambiguus. Others native to this arca seem to grow very happily for
4-5 years and then die out: P. angustifolius and P. secundiflorus.

A gadget which others might find uscful in the ficld is a 30-power
magnifier advertised in The Nature Company Catalog. It sclls for $12.95
and actually works. It has a tiny light, gives a good image, and is slightly
larger than a pocket knife.

A good label is made by recycling old plastic containers. I mark on a
strip of white or colored plastic with a marking pen, put a clear plastic
strip over it, and staple the two together.
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From Dr. Kevin Vaughn, Stoneville MS

This was a good year for penstemons, especially the hybrids. Meyer’s
hybrids were especially good, blooming May to November. A couple of
the seedlings may be worth commercial development as they appear very
perennial and have no leaf spot or other diseases. Others that looked
good were P. hirsutus, P. kunthii, P. smallii, P. ‘Garnet’, P, ‘Evelyn’, P.
‘Prairie Fire’, and P. ‘Royal Beauty’. The hybrids may be the answer for
areas such as mine with heavy rainfall and high humidity. ‘

From Sue Milliken, Wolcott VT
I am finding that penstemons do very well in northern Vermont. Our
summers are cool and dry and winters are cold with lots of snow (zone

3).
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1993 Annual Meeting:

June 27-28, 1993 Denver, Colorado
by Jack Ferreri

Linking the Annual Meeting of the Penstemon Socicty with the
Annual Meeting of the American Rock Garden Society proved an
excellent experiment in cross-fertilization.

After three days or so in and around Vail, Colorado with the ARGS,
including bus and four-wheel-vehicle treks to passes and summits of six to
eight good plant-hunting areas, the penstemoners among the ARGS
membership gathered at the hotel in Vail for a fifteen-vehicle carpool
back to Denver. En route, under the caravanship of Panayoti Kelaidis,
the group made several somewhat-organized stops for Penstemon viewing,

Working our way through the South Park, we saw Penstemon
teucrioides on roadcuts. On our way to the 12,000-foot Guanclla Pass, we
spotted some colorful P. virens and P. secundiflorus. At another stop, we
located P. alpinus and P. rydbergii. At the pass, with some scarching
around a hillock, we spotted Penstermon hallii just starting into flower.

After working our way through a monstrous traffic jam of people
coming out of the mountains to get back to Denver, we arrived at our
dinner and meeting at the Holiday Inn.

At the Annual Meeting, we discussed the possibility of meceting in 1994
in Wyoming. The Treasurer’s Report showed the Society had a balance
of $11,736.12. Dick Bartlett is chairing a Nominating Committee to work
on the next slate of officers. Ellen Wilde spoke of the augmented scedlist
we’ll be seeing this year. And there was discussion of the Society’s
upcoming fiftieth anniversary: the American Penstemon Socicty was
founded in 1946.

The evening concluded with Panayoti Kelaidis presenting an
entertaining and fact-filled slide talk on a wide assortment of scldom-seen
Penstemon. The next day gave us all the opportunity to sce some of the
great Denver-area gardens, many of them belonging to our members.

Attending the 1993 Annual Meeting were:

Gwen & Panayoti Kelaidis, Denver CO
Sheila Paulsen, Calgary Alberta Canada
Ruth Weider, Great Neck NY

Shelley Herlich, Commack NY

Alice Lauber, Seattle WA

Fred Graff, Seattle WA

Bev Grady, Albuquerque NM

Clive & Kathy Gandley, England

Judy Pearson, Fairfield Glade TN
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Pam & Craig Eveleigh, Calgary Alberta Canada
Norman Singer, Sandisfield MA

Ann Davidson-Wood & Donald Wood, Fort Collins CO

Dale Lindgren, North Platte NE

Ron Ratko, Seattle WA

Howard & Carol Thomas, Verdi NV
Trevor & Brenda Cole, Ottawa Ontario Canada
Phillip & Harriet Pennington, Santa Fe NM
Jean Heflin, Albuquerque NM

Ellen Reed, Albuquerque NM

Ann & Dick Bartlett, Lakewood CO
Kenneth & Robin Lodewick, Eugene OR
Beth Wilton, Ft Collins CO

Margaret Thomas, Stratford-on-Avon England
Anna Leggatt, Toronto Canada

Ellen Wilde, Santa Fe NM

Pat Curtin, Albuquerque NM

Myrna Trapp, Monroe GA

Jean & Jim Jewell, Laramic WY

Jack Ferreri, Verona WI

Ernie O’Byrne, Eugene OR

Chris Hamill, Lawrence KS

Ed Godleski, Cleveland Heights Ol
Marcia & Randy Tatroe, Aurora CO

Byrla & Bob Mueller, Lynnwood WA

June Rakestraw, La Jolla CA

Joy Gaherdiel, Newark OH

Lynne Woods, Boulder CO

Shirley & Carl Backman, Reno NV

Charles & Martha Oliver, Scottdale PA



Note from the Seed Exchange Director
by Ellen Wilde

I have been reviewing old APS bulletins and find that ycars ago the
seed exchange listed descriptions of the various species and hybrids that
were being offered, and I would like to go back to that practice. I also
think that cultural information nceds to be added.

For these reasons, I am asking that all donors supply me with the
following information:

For garden grown seed: plant height (in inches), width of clump, basal
leaves or no, flower color, early, mid-season or late bloom. If you do not
know the species or think it may be a hybrid, make up a name for it, but
check to see that the name has not been previously used in the cultivar
booklet that was sent out last summer! Names rather than numbers will
be much easier to remember. If you think it is a hybrid, list probable
parents. Then give your climate and soil data such as winter low, summer
high, yearly precipitation in inches, altitude, clay, sand, humus rich,
humus poor, acid neutral or alkaline soil, likes lots of water, likes dry
conditions, full sun, part shade or any other information you think might
be helpful. U. S. residents give USDA zone if possible.

For collected seed: species name, location collected -- North, East,
South, West, Central-State, roadcut, meadow, field, moutain top or mid-
or lower flank, full sun, part shade, damp or dry, sand, clay, humus rich,
humus poor. Please note if it is an unusual size or color if it is one you
previously marked for collection.

This information will be very helpful when we put out the book on
penstemons, as well as for growers now. I have a bulging file of notes, but
not enough! Pictures are always welcome, as slides or prints. I will return
them if you request. Ron Ratko really brightened the winter for me last
year when he sent me a whole batch of penstemon slides to look at and
return!

As I read though the old bulletins, there was frequent mention of
especially good selections of P. digitalis and pink P. hirsutus, as well as
other exceptional selections. If anyone has any of these, please send in
seed!

Collect your seed when it is nearly ripe and store in a brown paper bag
in a dry location. Most can be shaken out of the capsules when dry.
Unfortunately, some will require crushing and blowing or shaking off the
chaff. Please send cleaned seed, from a half-teaspoon to a couple of
tablespoons, in a well sealed paper c¢nvelope with species name or the
name you have given it, year collected, an asterisk(*) if wild collected and
your name printed on it. On a separate sheet list all your contributions
with the information suggested in the second paragraph above. Send the
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seeds and separate sheet by November 1 if possible. If not, send the list
by Nov. 1 and the seeds by Dec. 1 to:

Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pinonero, Santa Fe, NM 87505.

The seed list may turn out to be a little bulky this year, but not too
bad, thanks to the miracle of copy reduction, and the value of the
exchange will be greatly enhanced for beginners.

Occasionally someone may have lots of seed from their garden or a
wild collection. I don’t like to receive more than I will need to fill orders
with small samples, but if you want to have someone use it, send a note
to the bulletin editor.

If you make a business of seed collection and have a specics that we
usually do not have, the Seed Exchange can buy your seed so that it can
be made available to people who probably would not order from small
seed companies. Please call me at (505) 982-1406 or write as soon as
possible.

Heartfelt thanks to all who do collect and send in seed. We need and
appreciate you!

Note from the Editor
by Jack Ferreri

The Editor’s in box for submissions is a lean little thing these days. I'd
appreciate your help. It was good to meet so many of you at the meeting
in Denver.
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[page of ads to go here, picked up from last issue. Please note: remove

ad for "Beautiful Beardtongues of New Mexico."] The Color Slide Collocti
otor e Coliection

The American Penstemon Society has two exccllent collections of color slides for
loan to its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage
to you will be paid by the Society; the return postage, plus insurance. by the
borrower. One set of slides has been assembled principally to fit the needs of
garden clubs and other organizations. The other set is for pcople who wish to
learn the different species of penstemons and is designed especially to show the

‘ botanical points relied on for identification. To request a loan, please write:
@ Amer]-can ROCk Garden SOCletV James Taylor, Slide Library Custodian, 52 Eastwood, Hutchison KS 67501

 offering Quarterly Bulletins, Seed Exchange, Color Slide Library, Book Library,

National, Regional, and Chapter Meetings. ; The Library

featuring Study Weekends, Plant Shows, Garden Tours, Plant & Book Sales.

apply to: The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free
Jacques Mommens, Executive Secretary, PO Box 67, Millwood, NY 10546 | of charge for two weeks, and for ten cents for two additional weeks. The Society
Annual Membership $25; Visa accepted. pays the postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage. For a

loan, please write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender, Librarian, American Penstemon
Society, c/o Cox Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton OH 45449.
Now available from the library:
Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society, 1940-present.
One issue borrowed at a time.
Studies in Penstemon by Ralph Bennett.
No. 1, Habroanthus; No. 2, Dasanthera; No. 3, Eastern Species,
No. 4, Anularius; No. 5, Aurator. One number at a time.
History of the American Penstemon Society
Manual for Beginners with Penstemon
The California Penstemons by Percy C. Everett
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstemon number

oY MOun;
e Rare Plants

Seed of plants native to the Rocky Mountains; Penstemons a specialty

‘ Penstemon in Your Garden by Glenn Vichmeyer
Send $1 for Nov. Catalog o POJBox 200483, Denver. Colorado 80220-0483 The National Horticultural Magazine, special 1951 Penstemon number

Taxonomy in Simple Language by Ralph Bennett

The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America by F.W. Pennell

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick

This space available for your advertising!
Penstemon Notes. 1991. Miscellaneous notes on the genus. $3.00

Penstemon Field Identifier. A sketch book of about 260 species, arranged

quarter page, $25 per year 3 . geograpljl\i,cally. ?allada.glgostiaid (UIS]/(Canadg), $12.00; overseas, $15.00
enstemon Nomenclature. 1989. Lists all known botanical names applied to the
half page, $50 peryear ] genus. Postpaid (US/Canada), $4.00; overscas, $5.00
full page, $100 per year Key to the Genus Penstemon. Sections treated cover 202 species. $4.00

What is a Penstemon? Slide show of Penstemon. Rental; you pay for return. $5.00

For further information, write Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University Street,
Eugene OR 97403. Make checks payable to Kenneth Lodewick.
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