
































































Annual APS Meeting Report 

Laramie WY and Fort Collins CO 
Saturday, June 9 through Monday, June 11,1994 

APS members gathered at the Laramie Inn on the morning of June 9 and 
headed west to the Snowy Mountains on Route 130 out of Laramie across the 
Laramie Plain. We saw Penstemon laricifolius ssp. eXilifolius near Sheep 
Mountain. We then drove through Centennial and up into the Medicine Bows. 
The group took the Nash Fork side road (a dirt road) and picnicked in gorgeous 
surroundings at Libby Lake. We returned to Laramie via Barber Lake side road 
and saw P. saxosorum. 

That evening, the Society held its Annual Meeting. After APS President 
Dale Lindgren made his opening remarks, we enjoyed a buffet dinner. We then 
sat down to a dramatic slide presentation by Lauren Springer on "Penstemons 
and Partners: Beardtongue Beauty in the Garden." Lauren is a gardening 
columnist for the Denver Post and the author of the recent book, "The 
Undaunted Garden: Planting for Weather-Resilient Beauty." She showed 
inventive ways to combine penstemons with other unusual plants in the garden 
for striking effect. New member Lynne Woods then told of her frightening 
personal experience with wildfire and penstemon and what she has done to 
make her garden fire-resistent. 

After Lynne's presentation, we began our APS Business Meeting. The 
discussions were wide-ranging: 
• Dale Lindgren announced his intention to get the Society more active in 

recognizing members of distinction. He wants to make regular awards in 
honor of Myrtle Hebert and Ralph Bennett. He'll work with Ed Godleski. 

• Some APS slide shows have been lost. Robin & Ken Lodewick volunteered 
one of their existing slide shows to fill the gap, and Ellen Wilde offered to 
take the lead on reconstructing some general Penstemon slide talks. 

• Ann Bartlett, Jack Ferreri, and Dale Lindgren will explore developing a 
garden-oriented Penstemon manual. In the meantime, we'll photo­
duplicate the Beginner's Manual rather than revise it. 

• The Society decided to increase membership fees (as of 1/1/95) for overseas 
members from $10 to $15 to reflect the expense of overseas postage. 

• The Society decided to increase charges related to the Seed Exchange to 
make it self-funding. All seed packets will be increased in cost from 25¢ to 
50¢. Seed donors will get a "free pick" for each different seed donation. 
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• We discussed a possible 1995 Kansas or Montana meeting and a potential 
Utah meeting in 1996 in conjunction with the NARGS meeting. 

On Sunday morning, we headed out of Laramie on Route 30. Before Wood's 
Landing, we stopped to see Penstemon laricifolius ssp. exilifolius (again), 
Physaria sp., Astragalus gilviflorus, and other dryland plants. We traveled up 
over the shoulder of the Medicine Bows and into Colorado. The caravan rolled 
down into North Park through the Arapaho Wildlife Area. We continued on 
through Walden. Now on Route 14, we stopped at Three Rivers Road for P. 
strictus. We then went through Cameron Pass and down Poudre Canyon. We 
stopped at Joe Wright Reservoir to see P. virgatus before continuing on Route 
14 into Ft. Collins. 

On Sunday evening, we gathered at the D.W. Holley Plant Environmental 
Research Center for a twilight tour of the extensive perennial gardens. Dr. 
James E. Klett led the tour. We then adjourned to a campus building to hear 
APS President Dale T. Lindgren present a slide talk on his work in breeding 
Penstemon. Several members then showed Penstemon slides from their gardens 
or from the wild. 

Our final day, Monday, was filled with garden tours. We met in the morning 
at Fort Collins City Call, surrounded by a beautiful, xeric demonstration 
garden. Our group then caravaned to visit a series of great gardens. We saw 
Beth Wilton's native garden, Mary Hegedus's city oasis packed with rarities, 
Pat Baker's rugged Rist Canyon site, and Lauren Springer's much­
photographed "undaunted" garden. 

Thanks to scribe Barbara Ellison and all the sharp-eyed and botanically­
minded observers, here's a list of the plants we spotted on our travels during 
the meeting: 

Achillea millefolium var. alpicola 
Achillea millefolium var. lanulosa 
Aconitum columbianum 
Allium geyeri 
Anaphalis margaritacea 
Androsace septentrionalis 
Anemone parviflora 
Angelica grayi 
Antennaria parvifolia 
Aquilegia caerulea var. caerulea 
Aquilegia caerulea white fonn 
Aquilegia j1avescens 
Arabis drummondii 
Arenaria fendleri 
Argemone platyceras 
Artemisia frigida 
Artemisia tridentata 

Asclepias speciosa 
Astragalus gilviflorus 
Calochortus gunnisonii 
Caltha leptosepala 
Campanula rotundifolia 
Castilleja linariaefolia 
Castilleja rhexifolia 
Castilleja sulphurea 
Cirsium sp. 
Clematis ligusticifolia 
Cryptantha sp. 
Delphinium barbeyi 
Epilobium alpinum 
Epilobium angustifolium 
Erigeron pinnatisectus 
Erigeron sp. 
Eriogonum sp. 
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Erythronium grandiflorum 
Frasera speciosa 
Gaillardia aristata 
Gentiana algida white fonn 
Gentiana prostrata blue fonn 
Geranium c. ssp. caespitosum 
Geum rossii 
Habenaria dilatata 
Heracleum sphondylium ssp. 

montanum 
Hymenoxys acaulis 
Hymenoxys grandiflora 
Iris missouriensis 
Lewisia pygmaeus var. pygmaeus 
Lomatium sp. 
Lupinus sp. 
Mentzelia decapetala var. alpina 
Mertensia ciliata var. ciliata 
Mertensia longiflora 
Mertensia viridis 
Oenothera sp. 
Oreoxis alpina 
Paronychia pulvinata 
Pedicularis bracteosa 
Pedicularis groenlandica 
Pedicularis parryi 
Penstemon laricifolius 
Penstemon rydbergii 
Penstemon saxosorum 
Penstemon secundiflorus 
Penstemon virgatus ssp asa-grayi 

Penstemon whippleanus 
Penstemon whippleanus white fonn 
Phlox pulvinata 
Physaria sp. 
Polemonium pulch var. pulcherrimum 
Polemonium viscosum 
Polygonum bistortoides 
Potentilla diversifolia 
Potentilla sp. 
Ranunculus aquatilis 
Ratibida columnaris 
Rosa woodsii 
Rumexsp. 
Salix arctica 
Sedum lanceolatum 
Sedum rhodanthum (Clementsia 

rhodantha) 
Sedum roseum 
Senecio sp. 
Senecio triangularis 
Sibbaldia procumbens 
Silene acaulis 
Silene sp. 
Solidago alpinum 
Sphaeralcea coccinea 
Thlaspi montanum 
Townsendia eximia 
Trifolium parryi 
Verbascum thlaspi 
Veronica wormskjoldia 
Zigadenus elegans 
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PLANTS V~E SOUTHWEST 
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INVITE NATIVES INTO YOUR GARDEN -

• Penstemons for high & low altitudes 
• Stunning wildflowers 
• Native grasses, trees & shrubs 
• Spicy Southwest chile plants & seed 
• Traditional vegetables & herbs 

lOO-PAGE COLOR CATALOG, $3.50 
FREE PRICE LIST 



... " .... 
~ 

The American 
CO'ITAGE GARDENER 

""" 

~ 
~ A quarterly magazine for gardeners who read 
~ Exploring the cottage garden style from a 

distinctively American perspective 
~ Informative, refreshing, environmentally gentle 

U.S.$35 / year. 131 E Michigan St, Marquette, MI 49855 

American Rock Garden So · 
offering Quarterly Bulletins, Seed Exchange, Color Slide Library, Book Library, 
National, Regional, and Chapter Meetings. 
featuring Study Weekends, Plant Shows, Garden Tours, Plant & Book Sales. 

apply to: 
Jacques Mommens, Executive Secretary, PO Box 67, Millwood, NY 10546 
Annual Membership $25; Visa accepted. 

oc'V.y MOU/)!Ol 
~ Rare Plants ~ 

~ 
Seed of plants native to the Rocky Mountains; Penstemons a specialty 
Send $1 for Nov. Catalog to PO Box 200483, Denver, Colorado 80220-0483 

This space available for your advertising! 

quarter page, $25 per year 
half page, $50 per year 
full page, $100 per year 



The Color Slide CoUection 

The American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for loan 
to its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage to you will 
be paid by the Society; the return postage, plus insurance, by the borrower. One set of 
slides has been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other 
organizations. The other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of 
penstemons and is designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for 
identification. To request a loan, please write: 

James Taylor, Slide Library Custodian, 52 Eastwood, Hutchison KS 67501 

The Library 

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of 
charge for two weeks, and for ten cents for two additional weeks. The Society pays the 
postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage. For a loan, please 
write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender, Librarian, American Penstemon Society, c/o Cox 
Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton OH 45449. 

Now available from the library: 
Bulletin of the American Penstemon SOCiety, 1946-present. 

One issue borrowed at a time. 
Studies in Penstemon by Ralph Bennett. 

No. I, Habroanthus; No.2, Dasanthera; No.3, Eastern Species; 
No.4, Anularius; No. 5, Aurator. One number at a time. 

History of the American Penstemon Society 
Manual for Beginners with Penstemon 
The California Penstemons by Percy C. Everett 
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstemon number 
Penstemon in Your Garden by Glenn Viehmeyer 
The National Horticultural Magazine, special 1951 Penstemon number 
Taxonomy in Simple Language by Ralph Bennett 
The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America by F.W. Pennell 

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 

Penstemon Notes. 1991. Miscellaneous notes on the genus. $3.00 
Penstemon Field Identifier. A sketch book of about 260 species, arranged 
geographically. Postpaid (US/Canada), $12.00; overseas, $15.00 
Penstemon Nomenclature. 1989. Lists all known botanical names applied to the 
genus. Postpaid (US/Canada), $4.00; overseas, $5.00 
Key to the Genus Penstemon. Sections treated cover 202 species. $4.00 
What is a Penstemon? Slide show of Penstemon. Rental; you pay for return. $5.00 

For further information, write Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University Street, 
Eugene OR 97403. Make checks payable to Kenneth Lodewick. 
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