




























Grahame Ware, Armstrong BC 
#14 Cross Country 

Summer-Fall, 1994 
Been a scorcher here in the Okanagan this past summer. The fires in the 
Wenatchees and closer to home in the Penticton highlands made for a rather 
depressing sequence. Hot and hazy, yes, and somewhat more humid than is the 
norm. Felt like bloody Toronto! 

We finally had a storm. At the head of a huge lake we stood and watched 
the monster come right at us. Lightning was touching down on the mountains 
and we could see trees become instantly orange with combustion and 
incandescence and all that good stuff. The next day they were still smoldering 
and were visited by helicopters with water buckets. The earth was fresh again 
and the air was clear. We had a lovely view of the Monashee Range. 

The next morning was heaven-sent. While drifting along the northern 
shores of Mabel Lake I came across what I determined was a Penstemon 
pruinosus reveling in the rich grit of the high shore! Somewhat disjunct, 
wouldn't you say? 

My garden and those of my many clients and friends had many delights to 
report .. I was very impressed with P. havardii in my garden this year. I have 
two plants and they are three years old. They really showed themselves to 
fullest advantage. Their demure red and long flowering period more than 
rewarded me for their prominent position and the space that was afforded them. 
Three foot, multi-stemmed plants such as these even arouse jealousy in the 
Perennial Plant Assoc./Hardy Plant Society Crowd. It would have made all of 
you NARGS/ APS people proud. Put those upstarts in their place I'll tell ya'. All 
kidding aside, it's a wonderful perennial-type Penstemon. 

Penstemon caryi was scintillating this year! Stayed in flower for four 
weeks. P. globosus flowered for the second year but that's not the story. It 
finally achieved enough mass to be appreciated as a foliage plant! Can anyone 
tout me on a better foliage pent? I've started a whole bunch off and have about 
20 good plants. P. gormanii from the Yukon failed to flower but did increase in 
size. P grahamii did the same. 

P. thompsoniae flowered and oh what a treasure this plant be! I got but two 
plants and they both made it through a very strange winter. Seed was from 
Rocky Mountain Rare Plants. One of them is now in my trough. It is a better 
purple than P. purpusii as far as I am concerned. The other plant is in the UBC 
Botanical Garden. Donated, naturally! 

I have grown some really good plants this year: P. clutei, P. pachyphyllus 
var. congestus, P. palmeri, P. havardii, P. pinifolius 'Tangerine Select', P. 
'Ermine Elf, P. 'Rosey Halo' (these last two my selection of crosses between P. 
cardwellii and P. rupicola), P. 'Mesa', P. 'Royalty', P. payettensis, and at least 
twenty others. 
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I'm thinking of bringing a bunch of my plants to the Winter Study 
Weekend in Tacoma but it's such a bad time of year for plants, isn't it? I have a 
lot of Eriogonum species that people on the "Wet Coast" seem to dote on. The 
reaction seems to be, "Yes, very nice, but they'll never do here!" I'm thinking, 
"Ever hear of a trough?" Ditto for some of my Gilia species. 

I am readying for winter in my usual low-tech fashion -- plunge beds and 
plastic tents with PVC arches. I'm also experimenting with 4'x 8' Coraplast 
sheets in a tent fashion for some plants that look like they would dislike winter 
wet. Many of the Halda plants from Lesotho will be double and/or triple potted 
and plunged in the bed with the water-bed heater on the bottom. Give the old 
kick-start in the spring! 

Coarse sand is used in abundance this time of year and worked into the soil 
as I plant things out. It also works nicely in the bottom of 8' x 6' beds that have 
either 6'x 6' or 2"x 12" bases for all of my pots. Drainage is half the battle 
when dealing with the winter and rain and freezing and, yes, thawing! 

Windbreaks are very important as well to prevent drying out. 50/50 fencing 
is the best in terms of boards or snow fencing. I'm not big on Paraweb or any of 
those plastic products. But, hey, when it's winter and the wind is ahowlin' and 
yer freezin' (so badly that you can't pronounce You 'refreezing), even bales of 
alfalfa look good if they're working. 

Jack -- You probably have P. richardsonii var. richardsonii. It is very 
serrated and gets very purple/red in the winter. Should have flowers more in the 
bright pink zone rather than the usual wine-red color. 

Barrie Porteous, Richmond Hill ONT 
#14 Cross Country 

Dec 26,1994 
We hadjust a terrible winter last year with record cold over an extended period 
of time. Fortunately, there were no losses in thepenstemon department but 
many other things bit the dust, including about 20% of my 1,000 heathers! This 
year, we have had a strange winter with very little cold and no snow to speak 
of. I have just come back from a little wander around the garden, and I think 
that it is time to get out there and dig over a new patch for all the goodies that 
will be coming this spring. My poor neighbor will also be approached as I want 
to dig up about a quarter of his lot to put in a bunch of azaleas and rhodos. 
Aren't you glad I don't live next to you? 

Next year we are off to Europe in April to attend an alpine plant 
conference in Holland. In late June, I am leading a botanical expedition to 
northern California, southern Oregon, and western Nevada. The ORGS had 
Ron Ratko out to speak to us in December and he focused on Steens Mountain. 
I hope to get up there in June if the snow is gone. 
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Ramona -- 1,000 plants are no problem if you have someone to delegate the 
work to. My job is to get them organized and to clear all the shipments through 
customs. 

Harvey Wrightman has some excellent pents and I was going to place an 
order with him. He also has quite a bit of stuff grown from Halda's seed. His 
address, for those who might be interested, is Wrightman Alpines, RR 3, . 
Kerwood, Ontario, Canada, NOM 2BO. 

I too have been struggling away with Eriogonum with some success, but we 
get as much or more rain at the cottage as they do on the "wet coast". Pure sand 
seems to be the answer, although I am sure that it doesn't get nearly hot 
enough. 

Ellen Wilde, Santa Fe NM 
#3 Cross Country 

May 15,1994 
Penstemon murrayanus has made a nice comeback after a poor showing last 
year. It has ten flowering stems although the buds are still small. It is a great 
surprise because most reports say: it does not live beyond two years, but this one 
is in its fourth year. 

A trip to Alamogordo, New Mexico to see P. alamosensis turned into an 
expedition to Tucson, Phoenix, Joshua Tree National Monument, and Los 
Angeles. I didn't see very many P. alamosensis. but it is a beautiful species. 
The leaves are blue green and thin, not succulent, and have wavy edges. The 
flowers are a lovely coral-red and the stems are usually one foot to twenty 
inches. It is only found in that small area of NM but has been propagated and 
available in NM nurseries for several years. I have never had luck growing it, 
but I'm still trying. 

A few miles east of Texas Canyon on the way to Tucson there were several 
plants of Penstemon superbus in full bloom and really eye-catching in the 
median ofl-l0. There was some variation in color, too. I had to stop and try to 
take some pictures, even though the wind was blowing about 60 miles an hour. 
In Tucson I found a few P. parryi in the Saguaro Monument East but they were 
about finished. I was horrified to read a few days ago that a wildfire had swept 
through a large portion of the monument. Sometimes that brings on an even 
better display of flowers the next year. I hope to be able to che.ck it out, but it 
will be sad to see the remains of those Saguaros that are a couple hundred years 
old. 

Late in the day I went up the Catalina Highway to Molino Basin and the p. 
pseudospectabi/is were just lovely with Artemisia ludoviciana growing in with 
them. The next day I visited the Desert Museum, Tucson Botanical Garden, 
Tohono Chul, and the Boyce Thompson AItoretum, all of which had nice floral 
displays. Tohono Chul was the best with lots of P. superbus. P. parryi. and P. 
eatonii beautifully displayed in beds of massed wildflowers. Rancho Santa Ana 
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was the best of the gardens I saw in California with quite a few penstemons. 
They are working on Clarkia and Heuchera now and had some marvelous 
displays of them. Saw some nice hybrid penstemons at the Los Angeles County 
AItoretum, but no signs to identify them. Late April is a glorious time to travel 
the warmer parts of the Southwest. 

Sep 1,1994 
After a very moist spring, we had a very hot and dry summer so, while I had a 
grand display ofpenstemons in May and June, Iihad to cut them all back to 
save them during the drought so will have hardlY any seed. Hybrids of P. 
palmeri and P. spectabilis that Jean Hetlin had Jiven me were especially lovely 
with quite a bit of variation between the charact~stics of the two. The colors 
were beautiful pale pinks and blues and the flo. were all around the stem on 
most of them. The P. grandtjlorus that I brought from the Nebraska Station 
meeting several years ago are still doing well. I }lave had more hybrids show up 
that I am not sure of the origin of. They havesopre btirbatus characteristics and 
a wide variation in color from flesh peach to ~purple and fuchsia 
combination of the common Fuchsia plant. . 

The last couple of days have been spent putflng out some plants that have 
been in the garage under lights since I got back ~m lhe APS meeting. I have 
also been dividing many clumps of penstemons,! hOping to inerease some 
favorites that I have only one or a few of. I am dutting them in my vegetable 
garden (which doesn't produce very good veget$bles"but doeS get watered more 
often) for a month and then will move them to Dmnanent locations the end of 
September. I put a little Rootone on them and atsowill give them some root 
stimulator solution once a week. 

My pictures still do not come out true coloribut I learned from Dee 
Strickler that it is best to send slides and pictures to Kodak to get true color, so 
I will do that from now on. j. 

It was a wonderf'Ql APS meeting in Laramie. ,Even though the countryside 
was dry, the high country and the gardens werelbeautiful·anawe had a really 
nice group attending. Everything was superbly ,lanned and coordinated ·and 
speakers were excellent. 
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Ken Lodewick, Eugene OR 
#3 Cross COdntry 

Jun 91994 
Plant your penstemons in well-drained ground, preferably sandy. Penstemons 
do not like fertilizer, that is, they like it so much they grow themselves to death. 
They do better if starved, grown in a gravel pile, or otherwise mistreated. Some 
do not like water in the summer, at least from the top. Check the area they 
come from in botanical descriptions to find out if they grow in moist areas. 

It is easy to make specimens as you travel if you have a plant press. 
Just pop them into the press and when you get back, mount them on specimen 
sheets. 

There is only one type specimen for a species, the one the botanist writes 
the species description from. There are isotypes, which the same botanist says 
are identical to the type, and which are then sent to other herbaria, sort of as 
insurance against the type being lost somehow. 

Sep 241994 
Most penstemons lose their shape somewhat when dried, especially if dried 
slowly. Penstemons can lose up to 1/4th their size. Worst thing about this 
feature, you never know in descriptions if fresh or dried flowers were measured. 
I try to remember to trace the outline of a fresh flower or mark length and 
width on a line before pressing. 

Pauline Olthof, Calgary ALB 
#3 Cross Country 

Jun 14,1994 
It RAINS here cats, dogs, gerbils, etc., but Alberta is tlterefore GREEN instead 
of straw colored. The garden has produced and is producing: Gentiana acaulis 
with a total of nearly fifty flowers, ROYAL bluer Papaver rhaeticum (sic: 
according to the label) seed grew into poppies with much brighter color than 
the originals, and then, 10 and behold, a few more seedlings came back in the 
original pale yellow. 

Penstemon barbatus, P. pinifolius, P. strictus, and P. /ruticosus are all 
doing well in the rain in lovely humusy, sandy soil. 

[pauline included some gorgeous color snapshots and said she gets true 
blue color by closing down her lens one full stop.] 
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Nell Backus, Albuquerque NM 
#3 Cross Country 

Jun4,1994 
Finally I have my own penstemons in bloom in my own patio. P. 
pseudospectabilis has been beautiful for at least three weeks. It is almost past 
now, but it survived a great hailstorm about two weeks ago. Marble-sized 
hailstones piled up an inch deep. Temperaturewds right back to the eighties 
'next day. It's exciting to live in the Sandia Foo~l1s. P.jamesii bloomed next. 
Then I Saw P. james;; ssp. ophianthus up Juan Tdbo Canyon. Now in my patio 
P. strictus, P. rostriflorus, P. cardinalis, and P. wlmeri are blooming. I found 
P. secundiflorus on Black Mesa and in the Man2:$no Mountains recently, too. 
Having them in my patio gives me the opportunitbr to dissect them and I enjoy 
that. P. palmeri and P. rostriflorus contain sweetisticky nectar. The others 
seemed dry. Dark blue anthers with white rims aid white hairs on the blue are 
quite surprising in P. strlctus; ; 

I got a range of anther shapes in this selecti~. I'm not too sure about 
descriptions yet, but explanate, anthers opening ttom tlte outer end and boat 
shaped seem to be present. With a dissecting n~e, I slit the corolla from the 
base to the corner of the sinus on both sides. The/staminode and two upper 
stamens will lie on the inside of the upper half add the two lower stamens will 
lie on the lower half. With a lOx handlens you qm see somuch.0bserviug the 
shining living tissue is fascinating. The nectar o~P. rostriflorus was so sticky, I 
thought of using it to seal the envelope as I sent the robin on its way. 

1 

Verla Heitman, Hardy NE 
#3 Cross Country 

Jul2S, 1994 
The flower borders have \>cen really nice. Most of them were redone so nothing 
is crowded or taken over. I lost some pents againlbut what survived bloomed 
nicely. The old stand-bys are.p. 'Husker Red', P.! strictus, andP. digitalis. I 
was very disappointed that none of the seeds of R. 4Prairie Splendor' 
germinated. Perhaps I will be able to get some pijmts next year at the Spring 
Affair in Lincoln. 
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Nov, 1994 
We have had a most wonderful fall. My husband says this is the best crop of 
com he bas had in 43 years of farming. I am so thankful he bad such a good 
year 'going out'. Next year our son will take over the farm. I planted P. clutei. 
P. grandiflorus, P. 'Mesa', P. ~ra', and P. 'Longo' on a mOund enriched 
with sand, gravel, compost, and oyster shells. They look great. In Septem~ we 
took a trip to Colorado and visited the Kelaidis garden, Denver Botanic 
Garden, and Vail Alpine Garden. They were all looking beautiful thanks to 
some late rains. Vail is such a lovely resort area and the Betty Ford Alpine 
Garden a dream place. 

Chris Hamill, Baldwin City KS 
#3 Cross Country 

Aug 14, 1994 /. . . 
It's Kansas in August! Pent seedlings of P. serrulalus. P. canescens, ell,! ,7"/'5 
P. lubaeflorus, P. neomexicanus. P. cobaea. P. grandiflorus. P. attenualus. P. 
barbalus, and P. calycosus are heartening as they persist in the heat and 
humidity. A lone P. ambiguus survives in its sand and gravel filled pot. Verla's 
mention of bloom in late July makes me envious. Pents have given up the stage 
to Rudbeckia. Veronica. Salvia. and the occasional wild primrose. 

About saving seed: it seems leaving the seed capsules until they are dry 
ensures the most viability. The variety of colors in maturing caps could be seen 
as the alternative to bloom. Penstemon digitalis and other species often have a 
blushy overtone from pink to burgundy. I stratify seed by overwintering in the 
garage atop damp sand. They sometimes sprout there. The resulting tiny plants 
are easily scooped up into flats. 

Nov 22,1994 
Last August I visited the Savannah Preserve at Bennett Spring State Park in 
central Missouri. Penstemon lubaeflorus. P. digitalis. and P. calycosus are 
found there with burr and blackjack oak, which is also found around Baldwin 
City. In AugustAureolaria rules. It is another genus in Scrophulariaceae. 

Dale Lindgren took cuttings of my P. whippleanus, so we may yet see it in 
nurseries. 
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Anne Spiegel, Wappingen Falls NY 
#8 SDlallPeastemon 

Late summer, 1994 
This bas been an incredibly busy summer starting with several weeks in Utah 
and Colorado. The ~n out there was quite.ly this year and last year w~ 
we went it was quite late, so places we 1aadn't ~ able to botaDize due to ten 
feet of snow were already going over. ;Whenl ~d ~,exploits of some of the 
early plantsmen like Worth '"': who o~f1;.ied tn hoReback to get up the 
mountain -- it's a wonder they saw as much as~ did when often they were 
able to visit an area only once. i 

In Utah, Penstemon humilis bad pretty muqh finished its bloom - we found 
a few plants with some bloom left but not even .... P to make a picture 
worthwhile. Penstemon cyanonthus was in alJ:.i~ glorr"however. What a 
magnificent blue this is -- it aimostleaps out at,.u as YQU are c.imbing. It was 
at its best in the Albion Basin at Alta. We also ~ a10t of Penstemon 
whippleonus here. but not the usual dark color. \Ibis one was a lavender,quite 
different from anything I'd seen before, and it'~d.efini~y lavender, not just an 
off-version of the white form (which certainly i$1't ",lUte to me, more of a 
dingy ivory when I've seen it) . . 

Another pent we saw last year was p." leondtt4ii) a nice blue, and this one 
was not in bloom this year either. Furth~ uptk+ Albion Basin above the lake 
we started seeing a dwarf version, I thi., oiP. 'fYO"onthus. and this would be 
a wonclerful addition to a rock garden - the ~. wonderful bl~. very 
floriferous, and only about 6" hiP. The onlyiPri>b1em.,about seeing these things 
in bloom is that there's no opportunity to collect $*l.: There.~some 
wonderful plants in the Uintas, but my favorite Was n~ ape~n for a 
change. -- it was Eriogonum umbellalum ssp. pc)rtffri. T)lis WItS so tight it was 
hard to believe it was an umbellalum. The bloorits·~ little·baI1s of yellow 
sitting ript on the plant, and the foliage was vc:$y tight and flat on the ground. 
I would love to add this ito my EriogOffum coll~on. 

We drove to Colorado andev~ Olli~ way,was incredibly dry and 
pretty well crisped over. We did findJil"iogolfU"fshockley; in:seed in the hiP 
desert (about 5,600' according to my new toy. ajpoCket altimeterJoe gave me 
last Christmas). This made flat pools of silver iJ.1.between cl\$ps: of sagebrush, 
and I was able to get enoup seed for the exc~ and some tfor. myself. It was 
terribly hot -- I can't imagine livingin that kiru\ of heat -- it had to be at least 
100 degrees. 
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In Colorado they had had an early season and everything was very dry. 
Penstemon hallii, my favorite, had pretty much gone over, but the Penstemon 
whippleanus was superb. We got as high as 13,600' and saw quite a bit of the 
penstemon look-alike, Chionophilajamesii. I wonder if anyone has tried this-­
it's very appealing in a quiet sort of way. I was also able to get seeds of 
Oxytropis podocarpa. The flowers are nice, almost magenta, but the pods are 
wonderful -- furry and quite red when the seed is ready. 

The Fabaceae is the other family which vies with thepenstemons for my 
affections. But in our sJnnmer humidity, it's really difficult to keep seedlings 
going. When I've been able to get plants past the seedling stage they've done 
fine in the garden, but they and the seedling Eriogonum seem extremely 
susceptible to our "muggs". This year we had a strange combination of heat, 
drought, and humidity. It didn't rain, but just walking across the garden was 
enough to make you sticky. 

The penstemons in the garden did very well this spring, although deer kept 
pruning Penstemon thompsoniae. I'm growing it in hot, full sun, dry as 
possible conditions. Penstemon teucrioides seems to be a "stayer" in the garden 
along with the other caespitose pents, but P. tusharensis is having more 
difficulty. It's alive but not doing great. I did manage to harvest a little seed 
from my P. teucrioides -- with five healthy plants which bloomed like crazy 

. you'd think there would be a lot of seed. Not so. We probably went to Utah 
when most of it ripened so there was only enough to send to a correspondent in 
the Czech Republic who has been longing for this plant. 

I'd like to be able to clone myself so that one of me can go to the 
mountains and photograph plants in bloom, and the other will stay home, water 
seedlings, and check plants every day for seeds. My younger son waters the 
seedlings when we are away with very mixed results; either we come home to 
plants that have dried to wisps or we find pots sitting in water with the plants 
rotted. This year he did pretty well considering the terrible weather while we 
were away. 

My favorite Penstemon in the garden this year (and almost every year) was 
P. barrettiae 'Gina'. I don't know who Gina was but she must have been a 
knockout to have this plant named for her. The color is pretty spectacular, a 
deep hot red-pink, and the contrast with the shiny leaves is wonderful. I have 
only one plant, and I live in fear that something will happen to it. It looks ratty 
early in the spring, but it gets pruned the instant I see leaf buds and each year it 
puts on quite a show. I've read that P. barrettiae is confined to a few stations in 
the Columbia River Gorge. Is this true or is it more widespread? It's really my 
favorite among the shrubbies. 
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Jack Ferreri, Verona WI 
#8 Small Penstemon 

Oct 19, 1994 
This was a good penstemon year, and this fall I've been transplanting a number 
of younger plants to their final position in the garden. Let me give a few very 
random observations. 

I've moved a five-year-old plant of Penstemon pinifolius from where it had 
grown well but flowered poorly to a sunnier place where I'm confident I'll get 
more flowers out of it. I've also purchased another plant of P. pinifolius 
'Mersea Yellow' to tty once again. I've not had good luck with this hybrid. I 
have several seedlings of P. barbatus 'Elfin Pil)k'. I look forward to seeing 
what color I get from them. I've also transplanted a good-sized plant of 
Penstemon clutei, with thick v-e-r-y serrated leaves of a deep green color. 

Many of the younger plants have done very welL Penstemon ex 
'SchOnholzeri' looks rather like a hirsutus, although it's supposed to be the 
same as 'Firebird'. Penstemon thompsoniae looks pretty good, although I think 
I have to move it to a sunnier, drier place. P. tusharensis has clumped up nicely 
growing in my sand bed, and I'm looking for flowers in the late spring from it. 
Penstemon davidsonii var. menziesii 'Microphyllus' is rapidly becoming a 
groundcover in the raised bed where I put it. Ws doing nicely trailing down one 
of the walls. I may have to start taking cuttings as a defensive measure to keep 
it within bounds -- what a great problem to have. Another low spreader is P. 
caespitosus ssp. desertipicti -- a gray-leaved, stna11-1eaved 'Claude Barr'. 

I've transplanted a couple of plants of P. virgatus ssp. asa-greyi 
(unilatera/is), which I grew from APS seed-- narrow leaved rosettes and 18" 
flowering spikes. A white form of P. barrettiae is also sitting in a new spot; I 
grew it from seed, so I hope it's white ... it will flower next year. Also picked 
up a couple of plants of Penstemon 'Pink Holly', a real "gene omelette" of P. 
/ruticosus, P. davidsonii, P. rupico/a, and P. nIpicola 'Alba'. 

I got a number of plants from Plants of the Southwest (Agua Fria, Rt 6, 
Box I1A, Santa Fe NM 87505) this spring, and I was very happy with them. 
They had quite a list of penstemon plants: P. ambiguus, P. angustifolius, P. 
barbatus, P. buck/eyi, P. cardinalis, P. clutei, P. cobaea, P.cyananthus, P. 
eatonii, P. grandiflorus, P. james;;, P. palmeri, P. parryi, P. pinifolius, P. 
procerus, P. pseudospectabilis, P. rydberg;;, P. secundiflorus, P. spectabilis, P. 
strictus, P. thurberi, and P. whipp/eanus. They offer seed of these and quite a 
few others. Another good source is Mt. Tahoma Nursery (28111 112th Ave., 
Graham WA 98338) which offers a number of field selections which the 
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proprietor, Rick Lupp, has made: P. confertus dwarf form, P. davidsonii var. 
davidsonii 'Mt. Adams Dwarf', P. davidson;; var. menzies;; 'Tolmei Peak', P. 
jruticosus 'White Pass', P. procerus ssp. tolmiei 'Mt. Aix' and 'Pink', and 
Penstemon 'Dragontail' (p. davidson;; x P. rupicola). 

Phyllis Gustafson, Central Point OR 
#8 Small Penstemon 

Nov 27, 1994 
Since I have little news of penstemons this time of year I thought you all would 
like to hear about our trip to Turkey. My girl friend (Bonnie Brunkow) and I 
flew the first week in September to Praha and spent the next three days with 
JosefHalda and his wife Jarmila Haldova (and their family). The four of us 
then went together south through Austria, Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria to 
Turkey. We had a wonderful trip in Turkey. We visited Zagana Pass, in the 
Pontic Alps of eastern Turkey; Mt. Erciyas and Ala Dag in central Turkey; and 
Mt. Olympus in Greece. Because there were fewer flowers, we did not stay as 
long in the mountains as Josef had planned. So we got to do some of the things 
Jarmila wanted. We visited Greek Orthodox monasteries, both in Bulgaria and' 
both very beautiful. The Rila Mountains are behind the Ruski Monastery and 
Josef said there are wonderful flowers there including Primula deorum. 

On the way to Greece we stopped by Troy and crossed at the Dardanelles. 
My father used to wish that he could do that so it was extra special. 

In Slovakia we visited the Muran cliffs near Tiosvic to see Daphne 
arbuscula. Josef said there are different shades of pink and that some of the 
best have been used as cuttings this year. Then they took us to the site of 
Cyclamen fatrense, the first Americans to see it in situ. Josef is the author for 
this plant. He and Jarmila mapped the area about 20 years ago and found that it 
grows in an area of 30 x 40 k. 

On the way to Prague we visited the garden of Eva Hanzlikova who 
showed us around the gardens of Milan Halada and Josef Jurasek. It was nice 
since she speaks English very well and Josef was weary of translating for us. 

I returned home to a cool garden well-watered by my sweet husband and 
things turning green after a hot, dry summer. I am now busy sorting slides for 
the talks I will give after the first of the year. 

Well, as you saw the first catalogue from Rogue House Seed has only one 
penstemon. I will try hard to have a larger number in next year -- with your 
[Ramona's) help to make sure they are all correct. As you know I am trying to 
get a commercial permit from the Forest Service to collect seed. It is the first 
time Rogue Forest has ever heard of such a thing, so I must make a list of every 
plant I might ever want to collect!! Then they will have meetings, etc. and 
discuss my proposal. I hope I can have it all done by next June. The joy of 
trying to be honest. I am enclosing a copy of my tiny catalogue and next year I 
will send separately to any of you that want one. 
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Ramona Osburn, Jacksonville OR 
#8 Small Penstemon 

Decl3,1994 
After our terrible drought last year (Sep 1, 1993 to Aug 31, 1994), we have 
been getting pretty good rains so far this rainfall season. except for December. 
Many plants expired during our sUIlltIler heat and drought. Even several kinds 
of Dianthus, which I always thought of as being drought resistant, dried up and 
died after blooming. I also lost some Penstemon, including P. hallii, P. caryi, 
P. aridus and even P. strictus, which I probably set out too late. Others either 
didn't set seed or didn't even bloom. I was sorry not to get seed of P. 
thompsoniae, since there were several people who had asked for seed. 
Fortunately I'll have a chance to replace some of the losses at the WeStern 
Study Weekend in February. And of course I can plant more seed. 

There is a gray-leaved subspecies of P. linarioides called ssp. 
coloradoensis which I like very much. I think Phyllis prefers the type plant 
with green leaves. 

There is a dwarf very blue penstemon growing higher in the Uintas. It is 
called P. compactus. Intermountain Flora gives an earlier name as P. 
cyananthus ssp. compactus. It would be a great one to get seeds of.Penstemon 
thompsoniae grows north of the Grand Canyon, which I believe is the location 
where Sally Walker collects seed. It also grows in a number of places in 
Nevada. The place I know is near the beginning of the road to the old silver 
mining town of Hamilton, off Highway SO. The soil can become quite dry in 
summer, but since the plant grows at about 7,500 ft., it does receive more 
rainfall than if it were at a lower elevation. Your climate is so muggy in 
summer that you probably should grow it in hot, full sun and as dry as possible. 

I finally obtained a plant of Penstemon 'Crystal' but no bloom yet. It is 
growing in the crevice garden Josef Halda built and seems quite happy there. 
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Note from the President 

Dale T. Lindgren 

In the last issue of the Bulletin, Ann Bartlett included an APS membership 
directory. Our numbers have increased over the last ten years, an indication of 
the interest in Penstemon. We have a diverse group of members. Some prefer 
working strictly with species, some prefer working with the hybrids, while 
other enjoy the genetics, breeding, photography, taxonomy, history, etc. We 
can't leave out the businesses that sell the plants and seeds as well as the 
institutions that do research. This diversity is an asset for maintaining a 
balanced, well-rounded organization. 

Our membership outside the United States continues to grow and, although 
we are called the "American" Penstemon Society, we are certainly an 
international organization. There are numerous individuals, couples, and 
groups from allover the world contributing to the Society and promoting 
Penstemon. All can contribute. 

Some have asked "Should the APS emphasize Penstemon species or 
hybrids?" My answer is "Both." We do need to maintain our species purity. 
This is the foundation of our society. We also need to promote hybrids. which 
are desired by many people for the home garden and for commercial 
landscapes. 

I thank everyone who helps promote theAPS. I would also invite all 
members to help the Society by providing articles for the bulletin, donating 
seed to the seed exchange, hosting penstemon meetings, participating in robins, 
or volunteering for chairpersonships. There is plenty to do. Please use your 
expertise to help our Society continue to grow. 
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1995 American Penstemon Society 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Lewiston ID & Clarkston W A 
Friday June 16 to Sunday June 18, 1995 

Ramada Inn Lewiston ID (208-799-1000) 
Room Rate $59 single or double 

Meeting Registration Fee is $10. Send to: Dee Strickler, 
192 Larch Lane, Columbia Falls MT 59912 
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Note from the Editor 

Jack Fen-eri 

• Regarding the list of plants sighted on the fi~ld trips at our 1994 Annual 
Meeting in Lararnie/Fort Collins, Robin Lodewick writes: 

I notice that your report and plant list dQ not list either Penstemon 
strictus or Penstemon alpinus. Everyon~ was calling the species seen 
between Walden and the lower Poudre Canyon Penstemon strictus. 
Nobody ever mentioned Penstemon alpinus (or brandegii, or glaber, 
d~nding on which of Weber's manuals one uses). I asked Beth 
Wilton about it after we got home, and {looked up and rechecked my 
drawings. She did not know a reason. SO, just for the record, I believe 
I saw one Penstemon strictus at the roadcutjust east of Walden, and 
that everything else between there and the Penstemon virgatus sites in 
the canyon was Penstemon a/pinus (jud8i,ng by anther pubescence). 
Let's hope Colorado State University at Fort Collins produces a new 
flora of Colorado, as someone told us is planned. . 

• I just wanted to share my feeling with the membership that these are 
exciting times for lovers of wild plants. A greater variety of interesting 
seed and plants are available to serious growers than ever before: the 
collectors and nurserypeople have been very busy. Better printed materials 
-- though still incomplete -- simplifY the tas1f; of identifYing plants and 
growing them successfully. Membership in $Ocieties is up, seedlists are 
growing every year, and the number of specialized societies continues to 
mount. And it's been my experience browsing through bookstores that 
there's a much greater general interest in gardening and flowers than there 
has been in a long time. The American Penstemon Society is part of this 
floral renaissance. 

Our Society has an impressive history, with some fifty years of 
expertise in penstemons both in the wild and in the garden. And our future 
holds bright promise. Through the labors of Dale Lindgren and Ellen 
Wilde, we've embarked on the creation of a Penstemon Manual, a 
comprehensive guide to Penstemon that has never existed before. 
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Obituaries 
AMELPRIEST 
Arnel Priest died in June from heart problems. I never had the privilege of 
meeting Arnel in person; but I did meet him through the robins. Arnel 
accompanied Dr. Worth in 1947 on his second trip to the west collecting 
penstemons and their seed. The story of this journey was printed in the Bulletin 
twice. ArneI, his family, and friends put the Bulletin together after Ralph 
Bennett mimeographed it. They hand-collated the pages,stapled them together, 
and mailed the Bulletin to members. In one robin Arnel wrote that, when 
putting the Bulletin together, pages were strung throughout his home and they 
put together about 500 copies by this method. 

Contributed by Betty Davenport 

BIRDIE PADAVICH 
Birdie Padavich passed away in late November from a massive stroke. Frank is 
spending the winter in Yuma. Izetta Renton, Birdie's sister, took the time to let 
me know about Birdie's passing. 

Birdie Padavich taught me a lot about penstemons and other plants. She and 
her sisters welcomed Ralph Bennett on his cross-country trips, showing him 
our NW pents. Birdie and Frank attended most of the NW meetings over the 
years. I am indebted to Birdie as she gave me all her back issues of the APS 
Bulletin, and I will be placing them in the APS Library at Nebraska sometime 
this year. Birdie made many early trips into the mountains bringing clones of 
penstemons into her garden. She shared these plants with many members. 

The back Bulletins contain many articles about both Arnel and Birdie, their 
gardens, and their trips. The penstemon world will miss both of these legendary 
members. With their deaths, much penstemon history and practical information 
has been lost. 

Contributed by Betty Davenport 

GLADYS NISBET 
Well-known to many Penstemon fans as the author of The Genus Penstemon in 
New MeXico, Gladys Nisbet died recently at the age of 99. She was a teacher of 
biology in schools in New Mexico and Arizona for 37 years and long and 
active and contributing member of the Society. She had graduated from New 
Mexico Highlands University with highest honors and received a Master's 
Degree in Biology from the University of New Mexico. After her retirement 
from teaching, she delved into the field of paleontology, particularly fossilized 
corals, and she was widely recognized for her achievements in that area. One 
species was named for her. 

Contributed by Ellen Wilde 
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Note on the Cover Phot~ 

Ellen Wilde 
Santa Fe, NM 

Where has Penstemon mensarum gone? Years ago it was in the Seed 
Exchange regularly and received rave reviews from all who grew it. It has not 
been heard of itlmany years. We hope someone will seek it out and send seed to 
the Exchange again. 

Description: 40-100 cm tall, several erect stems. Leaves entire, glabrous. 
Inflorescence glandular. Corolla dark blue, 14-18 mm, ventricose below, not 
abruptly inflated. Anthers short haired, sacs opening partially. Staminode 
included, bearded most of its length. Occurs in Mesa and Delta Counties, 
Colorado, six miles south of Redstone on Route 133, on the north slope of 
Grand Mesa and at McClure Pass, 7,200 to 9,000 feet. 

Comments: Flowers small but numerous, very good blue, not affected by 
cloudy weather in Virginia. The best and brightest blue -- Michigan. Blooms 
beautifully in Mountainview, Missouri in mid-May. 

Penstemon cyathophorus has fleshy blue-gray leaves that surround the stem 
and sky-blue to pink or white half-inch flowers that ring the stem. It is found in 
the dry, rocky sagebrush country of north -central Colorado and adjacent 
Wyoming. It is said to be an outstandingly beautiful plant, 12-15 inches tall but 
it has not been cultivated. Section Anularis. Anthers smooth, barely divaricate. 
Staminode broad, densely bearded. Someone please try and collect some seed! 
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~ 
The American 

COTIAGE GARDENER ~ 
~ A quarterly magazine for gardeners who read 
~ Exploring the cottage garden style from a 

distinctively American perspective 
~ Informative, refreshing, enviro,nmentally gentle 

U.S.$35 / year. 131 E Micbigan St, Marquette, MI 49855 

We are an organization promoting the cultivation of small perennial wild­
flowers from woodland, rocky, and alpine environments. Benefits of 
membership include a beautiful colorful quarterly, a worldwide seed 
exchange offering over 5000 kinds of seed, and national and local meetings. 

Annual dues, $25, check or VIsa accepted. 

For information, please write: 
Executive Secretary, PO Box 67, Millwood, New York, 10546, USA 

NORTH AMERICAN ROCK GARDEN SOCIETY 

OG~Y MOUl)/Ol 
q.! Rare Plants ~ 

.:~7.;'i?:~~~~;:;:@.M~;:tti.!!-s;;rc.:;~"w:')" ::·: 
~~~E~;~:::~~~l:~~~;;~;~l~;~;;~;j~~ill~il!~: 

Seed of plants native to the Rocky Mountains; Penstemons a specialty 
Send $1 for Nov. Catalog to PO BOl( 200483. Denver, Colorado 80220-0483 

This space available for your advertising! 

quarter page, $25 per year 
half page, $50 per year 
full page, $100 per year 



PLANTS ,Wi'..: SOUTHWEST 
RI6 HI)\ n.\. S"I\ FI.:\" S75111 505-.t71-2112 

INVITE NATIVES INTO YOUR GARDEN -

• Penstemons for high & low altitudes 
• Stunning wildflowers 
• Native grasses, trees & shrubs 
• Spicy Southwest chile plants & seed 
• Traditional vegetables & herbs 

tOO-PAGE COLOR CATALOG, $3.50 
FREE PRICE LIST 

5",,[ Itoo (or J\~ -/, 
cat. mt! 
oyer 350 choi" r:rattye <I~ 
sped,s 1roT11 duert roaiotne ~ ,TJI 

Soutfiwc..stcm .Mztive Seet1s 
'8o,KSOj03 
1Ucson, AZ. <b703 

tones. T9l1S to UJ£i.jomia ft!onta.1Ul \ I b-: 
tc;i~gico. . 

The Colo, Slide CoUection 

The American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for loan 
to its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage to you will 
be paid by the APS; the return postage, plus insurance, by you. One set of slides has 
been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other organizations. The 
other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of penstemons and is 
designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for identification. Slide 
program cannot be sent outside the US. To request a loan, please write: 

Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pinonero, Santa Fe NM 87505 

The Lib,ary 

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of 
charge for two weeks, and for ten cents for two additional weeks. The Society pays the 
postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage. For a loan, please 
write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender, Librarian, American Penstemon Society, clo Cox 
Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton OH 45449. 

Now available from the library: 
Bulletin of the American Penstenwn SOCiety, 1946-present. 

One issue borrowed at a time. 
Studies in Penstenwn by Ralph Bennett. 

No.1, Habroanthus; No. 2, Dasanthera; No.3, Eastern Species; 
No.4, Anularius; No .. 5, Aurator. One number at a time. 

History of the American Penstenwn Society 
Manual for Beginners with Penstenwn 
The California Penstenwns by Percy C. Everett 
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstenwn number 
Penstenwn in Your Garden by Glenn Viehmeyer 
The National Horticultural Magazine, special 1951 Penstenwn number 
Taxonomy in Simple Language by Ralph Bennett 
The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America by F.W. Pennell 

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 

Penstenwn Notes. 1991. Miscellaneous notes on the genus. $3 .00 
Penstenwn Field Identifier. A sketch book of about 260 species, arranged 
geographically. Postpaid (US/Canada), $12.00; overseas, $15 .00 
Penstenwn NomenclatUre. 1989. Lists all known botanical names applied to the 
genus. Postpaid (US/Canada), $4.00; overseas, $5.00 
Key to the Genus Penstenwn. Sections treated cover 271 species and 15 related species in 
five other genera. $5.00 
What is a Penstenwn? Slide show of Penstenwn. Rental; you pay for return. $5.00 
Slide program cannot be sent outside the US 

For further information, write Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University Street, 
Eugene OR 97403. Make checks payable to Kenneth Lodewick. 
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