





















































A Note on Penstemon in England

Dale T. Lindgren
North Platte NE

Last summer I had the opportunity to travel to southern England for two weeks
to view penstemons. Clive Gandley originally encouraged me to attend the
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show July 4-9, 1996. The Hampton Court
Flower Show has been reported by many to be the largest flower show in the
world. I certainly would not dispute that. There were over 850 vendors with
displays at the show. A display, which featured Penstemon, was sponsored by
the National Council for the Conservation of Plants and Gardens (NCCPG).
This is an organization that is dedicated to the conservation of plants (Graham
Pattison heads up the NCCPG). The NCCPG depends heavily on the
involvement of private individuals and organizations. The NCCPG outdoor
Penstemon display at the flower show consisted of about 100 different
Penstemon selections landscaped between wooden platforms. Penstemon, as
well as many other plants, were offered for sale at the show. It was a wonderful
opportunity to see Penstemon as well as many other plants. While at the show, I
briefly visited with Ann and Dick Bartlett (Colorado) and Ellen Wilde (New
Mexico).

The 1995 NCCPG directory describes their collections as a “networked
living germplasm repository for garden plants.” The NCCPG national
collections contain over 600 individual collections representing some 48,000
taxa of which 36,000 are cultivars and 12,000 species. About 30% of the
collections are held by private individuals. “The NCCPG and its National
Collections have been created and are managed by volunteers.”

The NCCPG lists four sites as national collection holders for Penstemon.
These holders are 1) Clive and Kathy Gandley in Gloucestershire, 2) Pershore
College of Horticulture, in Worcester, 3) Kingston Maurward Gardens in
Dorset and 4) M. C. Snowden, B. E. M. The National Trust Rowallane Gardens
near Belfast. The NCCPG has much to offer to Penstemon growers, not only in
the United Kingdom but other countries as well.

During my stay in London, I also visited Kew Gardens and the Royal
Horticultural Society Gardens at Wisley. At Kew, I observed about 30 different
Penstemon selections. At Wisley I observed close to 50 different Penstemon
species. The RHS Gardens Wisley had more emphasize on hybrids whereas
Kew appeared to place more emphasis on species.

During my stay, I had the opportunity to stay with Clive and Kathy Gandley
and Peter and Doreen James. Both families treated me like a king and
chauffeured me from one highlight to another. Clive and Kathy Gandley
introduced me to Bob Hares of Pershore College who maintains a magnificent
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display of Penstemon, Graham Pattison of the NCCPG and many others and
took me to the Kingston Maurward Gardens. The James arranged for me to talk
to the Hardy Plant Society at Kent, visit Thompson & Morgan Seed Company
hosted by Keith Songster, introduced me to David Way, Richard Bird (well
known author), plus others. One could easily write a full book on Penstemon in
England. David Way is in the process of completing a bulletin on Penstemon
for the Hardy Plant Society which should be published shortly.

Some of the more popular Penstemon cultivars/hybrids I saw in England
included: ‘Alice Hindley’, ‘Catherine De La Mare’, ‘Evelyn’, ‘Firebird’,
‘Garnet’, ‘Mother of Pearl’ and ‘Portwine’ to name but a few. These hybrids
are believed to have originated from the Mexican species. Popular Penstemon
species offered for sale included: P. heterophyllus, P. hirsutus, P. pinifolius, P.
glaber, and P. digitalis. Many more were also available. I saw about 110
different named cultivars and about 40 different species of Penstemon during
my brief stay in England. There are many other places in Great Britain to see
Penstemon as well. For those planning a trip to England, consider a stop or two
that includes Penstemon. It is a real treat.
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A German Penstemon Fan
at Hampton Court

Thea Unzner
Schoneiche, Germany

When Eric Horton wrote me that a grand Penstemon show would be happening
at Hampton Court Gardens, I decided to go.

I went by coach and ferry and arrived in London in the afternoon of June
7", 1995, in great heat. After the stressful 22-hour long journey, I just made it
to the Tower Bridge. It was near my hotel, and it was wonderful!

The next day I spent at “The Largest Flower Show in Europe” (or was it
the whole world?). It was fantastic. I have never imagined a show of such size.
I was overwhelmed. Again and again I walked through the colorful flower
exhibitions and forgot heat, hunger, and weariness. I was astonished to see how
many Penstemon were offered by the nurseries. I saw many people buying big
Penstemon at their peak of bloom. Colors were red, pink, violet, blue, and
white.

In the Plant Heritage Marquee, I met Eric and June Horton, who were
offering Penstemon in all colors and sizes. They welcomed me so heartily, but
they couldn’t give me too much time, since they were facing continual
questions about the Penstemon they had for sale. In front of the NCCPG, they
had arranged Penstemon beds that were a feast for the eye. My camera was
clicking and the new names of the hybrids were buzzing in my head ....
‘Flamingo,’ ‘Rose Blush,” ‘Alice Hindley,” “Thorn,” ‘Port Wine,” ‘Russian
River,” ‘Raven,” ‘Papal Purple,” ‘Peace,’” and so on. It was such a beautiful view
that I couldn’t stop looking. My slides now remind me of the sights.

In the afternoon more people crowded the flower show, and it grew
difficult for me to take photos with all the people in the way. Among all the
flowers, I was particularly fascinated by the sweet pea. I never seen such
striking shades of these flowers in red, pink, blue-violet, and white with red
edges.

Finally I left the show and had a look at Hampton Court Palace before I
went back to London. I finished the day with a sightseeing tour, “London by
Night,” but the summer sun lingered long and the light remained.

The next day I visited Kew Gardens. It was even hotter on this day ... a
sunny sky with tropical temperatures. Here I saw — in the American Garden —
many species of Penstemon among other American plants. I took lots of photos
until midday, when the heat made me stop. I rested in the shade of the splendid
trees and was satisfied with the view of nature in bloom all around me.
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In the evening I returned by coach and ferry to the continent. Exhausted, I
was still glad to have seen so many lovely flowers. I’ll have to return to London
agin sometime to see it without flowers. It’s worth seeing for all its other items
of interest.
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Changed Names in Penstemon,
Revisited

Jack Ferreri
Verona WI

The recent Robin Lodewick article “Changed Names in Penstemon” appeared with
a few annoying errors. Recall that Robin’s piece was a taxonomic commentary on an
article by Ellen Wilde in the Winter 1995 APS Bulletin on recent name changes in
Penstemon. In other words, it was a commentary on a commentary on a
commentary. This brief note is a commentary on that last commentary.
Make the following changes in your copy of the article in the last Bulletin:
e p.29, para 1: “A Synonymized Checklist of the Vascular Flora (not Plants)
of the United States”
p. 30, para 1, line 5: “P. davidsonii var. (not ssp.) menziesii”
p. 32, para 2: move “SY = P. puberulentus Rydb.” down one line so that
it’s aligned with var. oreganus
p. 32, para 3: “P. guadalupensis ssp. (not var.) ernestii Pennell.”
p- 33, under P. azureus: remove both the following SY statements
p- 33: add “P. parvulus (Gray) Krauth; SY= P. azureus var. parvulus
Gray”
o  p. 33: under “P. thompsoniae (Gray) Rydb.”:
o change “ssp. jaegeri Keck” to “var. jaegeri (Keck) Neese”
o change “ssp. thompsoniae” to “var. thompsoniae” and remove
56SY =”
e add “var. desperatus Neese”
e p.33: remove the entry in the original Wilde article for “P. yampaensis
Penland”

In Robin’s “Descriptive Key to Oregon Penstemons” in the same summer 1995
issue, there were also a few stylistic glitches in the key:
e p. 43, entry 10, last line but one: cross out “11” and ignore the boldface
type on “inflorescence often long.”
e  p. 49, entry 40a: remove the bold face on “wetlands” and move the word
down to the left end of the line immediately below
o Note that the indentation in the key shifts consistently to the right as you
move further into the key. The higher the entry number, the further from
the left-hand side of the page the text starts. On page 44, with entry 24, the
key shifts to the left hand side of the page. It had to or we’d never fit the
entire key. All entries with the same number are the same distance from
the left hand margin. This should help you track down opposing pairs.
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Penstemon Seeds and Plants
by Mail Order

Ann Bartlett
Lakewood CO

Many members seek information on reliable sources for penstemon seed and plants.
This list contains current mail order seed and plants sources for penstemons. Most of
the catalogs listed are from members of the Society. I always appreciate additional
sources and suggestions for the list.

SEED SOURCES:

Alplains

Alan Bradshaw 303 621 2247

32315 Pine Crest Court

Kiowa, CO 80117

47 species including the beautiful P. yampaensis, P. nanus and P. acaulis.
Impressive catalog filled with color photographs and detailed cultural information of
many North American native plants.

Catalog $2.00 refundable with order

American Penstemon Society

Dale Lindgren, Seed Exchange Director

1320 Burington

North Platte, NE 69101

Seeds 50 cents per packet with 15 free packets to overseas members. 155 collections
on the 1995 list. Membership $10.00 per year US and Canada. $15.00 overseas.
Membership includes 2 bulletin yearly and the Beginners Manual.

North American Rock Garden Society

PO Box 67

Millwood, NY 10546

140 offerings of wild and cultivated penstemon seed. 25 packets for $12.50.
Membership is $25.00 per year including 4 superb bulletins and access to the seed
List.

Northplan/ Mountain Seed

Loring Jones PO Box 910 Moscow ID 83843

Large quantities of penstemon seed offered suitable for xeriscaping or revegetation
projects. 17 species listed. Small garden packets are available for $1.00

39



Northwest Native Seed

Ron Ratko

154 NE 194th St.

Shoreline, WA 98155

65 plus listings! Many western US species collected in the wild, including hybrids.
Catalog $1.00 out in the fall.

Rocky Mountain Rare Plants

Gwen Kelaidis

PO Box 200483

Denver, CO 80220-0483

Choice wild collected seed of western North American Penstemon. Included P.
aridus and 35 others in 1995,

Catalog $1.00 out in November.

Rogue House Seed

Phyllis Gustafson

250 Maple St

Central Point, OR 97502

Seeds of Oregon native plants including P. rupicola, P. roezlii, and P. heterophyllus
var. purdyi.

Southwestern Native Seeds

Sally Walker

Box 50503

Tucson, AZ 85703

40 plus species of penstemons including California and Mexico endemics. Both
desert and mountain penstemons listed.

Catalog $1.00

Western Native Seed

Mark Lapaiz 719 539 1071

PO Box 1463

Salida, CO 81201

25 species of native Rocky Mountain and Great Basin penstemons sold in large
quantities for landscaping and nursery use. Small individual packets available for
$1.50.
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PLANT SOURCES:

A High Country Garden

David Salman 800 925 9387

2909 Rufina St

Santa Fe, NM 87505-2929

Showy mail order catalog specializing in Western “water wise” plants. Many of the
plants attract butterflies and hummingbirds. 19 penstemons listed including P.
pinifolius ‘Mersea Yellow.’

Bear Mountain Alpines

Bob Brobst 303 674 1209

PO Box 2407

Evergreen, CO 80439-2407

Cold hardy penstemons grown at over 7,500 ft at least 30 varieties listed. Also an
excellent source for specialty bulbs for the rock garden.

Joy Creek Nursery

20300 NW Watson Road 503 543 7474

Scappoose, OR 97056

26 penstemons listed including 14 border garden hybrids. 2 new hybrid
introductions are ‘Paper Tiger’ and ‘Raspberry Flair.” Also lists Penstemon species
including P. smallii and P. barrettie.

Catalog $2.00 refundable with order

Laporte Avenue Nursery

Kirk Fieseler

1950 Laporte Avenue

Fort Collins, CO 80521

Nursery specializes in western high plains and alpine natives. 14 penstemons listed
including P. hallii and P. teucrioides.

Catalog $1.00 refundable with order.

Mt. Tahoma Nursery

Rick Lupp

28111 112" Avenue E.

Graham, WA 98338

Nineteen species and selections listed. Many natural selections by the proprietor for
form or color.

Catalog $1.00
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Plants of the Southwest

Aqua Fria Route 6, Box 11A 505 471 2212

Santa Fe, NM 87501

Many southwestern native plants and seeds offered, including 23 penstemons.

Species include; P. ambiguus. P. cyananthus and P. secundiflorus. Wonderful
catalog [$3.50] with many color photographs and descriptions of native plants.
Free price list.

Siskiyou Rare Plant Nursery

2825 Cummings Road 541 772 6846

Medford, OR 97501

25 species of hybrid and native penstemons mostly of the northwestern dasanthera
subgenus. Suitable for the rock garden. Ships to the U.S. and Canada.

Catalog $3.00 refundable with order.
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Note from the President

Dale T. Lindgren

Many organizations spend a significant amount of time in planning for the
future. As an organization, the American Penstemon Society also needs to plan
for the future. However, in order to help make decisions concerning the future,
it is helpful to reflect on the past.

This year we can celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the American
Penstemon Society. The exact birthday of the APS varies. Ralph Bennett
indicated that mid-December, 1945 marked the beginning of the APS. The first
APS Bulletin was published May 27, 1946 and the new constitution was
adapted in early 1949, at which time the society elected three officers --
president, secretary and treasurer.

I would like to share with you a few comments from an article by Ralph
Bennett that appeared in the Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society,
Vol. 4, No. 1, 1946. This gives us an historical perspective of the founding of
the APS:

A correspondence circle (round robin) on Penstemon was started
early in 1945 to try to answer the question as to what is the trouble
with the average gardener that makes it impossible for him to grow
these plants (penstemons) as such writers say they can be grown.
After a year of extreme activity, the members of this circle decided
that it was about time for penstemons to have a society of their own,
to draw all the enthusiasts in the country together into a concerted
effort to find out the answers to these perplexing questions and, by
so doing, also put penstemons on the road to becoming an important
part of our garden family. The members for this society are, for the
most part, ordinary dirt gardeners, scattered all over the country,
who have an intense enthusiasm for penstemons and, in spite of
repeated disappointments, are determined to find the secret (Why
Penstemons are hard to grow?). The very informality of this
organization permits it a certain freedom which more formally
organized societies sometimes do not enjoy. Every member seems to
have taken it upon himself or herself to accumulate information
about Penstemon through growing them in the garden and reporting
on their behavior, instead of sitting back and letting a few members
do it all.

The society is unique in that it is not interested in building up a
large membership for the sake of numbers alone. It wants members
who will really work with penstemons and help to solve the difficult
problems connected with their culture in different parts of the
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country and the selection of the right species for each part. Instead
of membership depending on the payment of dues, membership in
this society is acquired by promising to work actively for the
Jurtherance of Penstemon information by whatever means are most
peculiarly within the members’ power.

How has the American Penstemon Society done in the last 50 years? We have
an active seed exchange, an excellent bulletin (with colored pictures) published
twice a year, Penstemon meetings, robins, and members from throughout the
world (13 countries plus the U.S.A. and Canada). Dues are relatively
inexpensive ($10 for U.S.A. members and $15 for members in other countries).
APS members have published volumes of information on Penstemon in
Bulletins of the APS and in other publications. We still need to complete an
APS manual and update the slide set (both in progress). There is still (and
always will be) controversy on Penstemon classification. If all the work was
done and all the questions answered, we would no longer have a need for our
Society.

One of our members has offered to assist in republishing some of the early
APS history that has been published in various bulletins of the APS. This
would be worthwhile reading to help remind us that it takes people working
together, avoiding politics and focusing on a common goal for a viable, active
organization. Let’s try to make the next 50 years of the APS as successful as the
first 50 years. Our common bond is Penstemon. It brings people together as
botanists, scientists, gardeners, and friends.

Odds & Ends: Thanks to everyone who contributed to the 1995 APS Seed
Exchange. We had 155 selections in the 1995 Seed Exchange compared to 109
in the 1994 Seed Exchange. Remember to send your 1996 seeds to me by
December 10, 1996 for the 1996 APS seed exchange. Don’t forget about the
1996 American Penstemon Society dinner in conjunction with the North
American Rock Garden Society meetings on July 13, 1996. Thanks to everyone
who contributed back issues of the Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society
to the APS Library and Archives.

1996 American Penstemon Society Meeting

The 1996 American Penstemon Society (APS) meeting will be held in
conjunction with the 1996 annual meeting of the North American Rock Garden
Society (NARGS). The NARGS meeting is schedule for July 10, 11, 12 and 13,
1996 at the Snowbird Ski and Summer Resort at Snowbird, Utah.

The APS portion of the meeting will consist of a dinner meeting on
Saturday evening, July 13, after the NARGS meetings are completed. The
dinner meeting is intended as a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the
American Penstemon Society. No business session is planned!
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Members of the NARGS should have received information about the
NARGS meeting in a separate mailing. The NARGS meeting will include tours
and workshops. Penstemon will be seen on the tours and speakers will include
discussions of Penstemon in their presentations.

Those who plan to attend the APS dinner on the evening of July 13 should
contact Dale Lindgren immediately if you plan to attend the APS dinner. You
will then receive further information about the room location, time and cost of
the dinner on July 13. The cost of the evening meal will be approximately $25.
Registration for the APS dinner is separate from the NARGS registration.
Therefore, it is imperative that you let me know that you plan to attend the APS
dinner.

Those who plan to attend also need to make their own lodging reservations,
including Saturday night. We will send the lodging and other information for
non-NARGS members as soon as we hear from you. We need to guarantee a
minimum number of people at the dinner so registration is necessary. Hope to
see you at the dinner meeting.

Dale Lindgren

1320 Burlington

North Platte, NE 69101
Phone: (308) 532-3611
Fax: (308) 532-3823
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Obituary

Lena Seeba of Cook, Nebraska died January 27, 1996 at the age of 97. Lena
and her husband Henry (who had passed away in 1967) were of the parent of
five children, all still living.

Lena was active in her church, an avid quilter, a lover of flowers, a member
of the Cook Garden Club, and a long-time member of the American Penstemon
Society.

About 1946, the Society named a variety of Penstemon after Lena when
white and lavender varieties of the flower mixed in her garden, creating the
pink and lavender versions which became known as the ‘Seeba Hybrids.’ Her
daughter, Grace Bentzinger, still has some of the Seeba Hybrids. They’re
planted in a ditch on the side of the road by her garden. One year she had over
a hundred bloom stalks.

Lena was a special person, and I’m thankful I got to know her personally
through APS meetings and Round Robins.

Submitted by Verla Heitmann
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The Color Slide Collection

The American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for
loan to its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage to you
will be paid by the APS; the return postage, plus insurance, by you. One set of slides
has been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other organizations.
The other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of penstemons and is
designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for identification. Slide
program cannot be sent outside the US. To request a loan, please write:

Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pifionero, Santa Fe NM 87505

The Library

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of
charge for two weeks, and for ten cents for two additional weeks. The Society pays the
postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage. For a loan, please
write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender, Librarian, American Penstemon Society, c/o Cox
Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton OH 45449.

Now available from the library:
Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society, 1946-present.
One issue borrowed at a time.
Studies in Penstemon by Ralph Bennett.
No. 1, Habroanthus, No. 2, Dasanthera, No. 3, Eastern Species,
No. 4, Anularius, No. 5, Aurator. One number at a time.
History of the American Penstemon Society
Manual for Beginners with Penstemon
The California Penstemons by Percy C. Everett
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstemon number
Penstemon in Your Garden by Glenn Viehmeyer
The National Horticultural Magazine, special 1951 Penstemon number
Taxonomy in Simple Language by Ralph Bennett
The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America by F.W. Pennell

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick

Penstemon Notes. 1991. Miscellaneous notes on the genus. $3.00

Penstemon Field ldentifier. A sketch book of about 260 species, arranged geographically.
Postpaid (US/Canada), $12.00; overseas, $15.00

Penstemon Nomenclature. 1989. Lists all known botanical names applied to the genus.
Postpaid (US/Canada), $4.00; overseas, $5.00

Key to the Genus Penstemon. Sections treated cover 271 species and 15 related species in
five other genera. $5.00

What is a Penstemon? Slide show of Penstemon. Rental; you pay for return. $5.00

Slide program cannot be sent outside the US

For further information, write Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University Street,
Eugene OR 97403. Make checks payable to Kenneth Lodewick.
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