










































































back; whoever managed the salvage did a good job and saved many pines
at the Riverside. Along the road on Highway 20, Penstemon cyananthus
was in bloom. There were not many plants and I saw no seed in the fall.
We went to Yellowstone several times. The only pent was again Penste-
mon cyananthus. We visited Red Rock Wildlife Reserve and made a trip
to Three Forks, Montana to see the official start of the Missouri River.
Another trip took us to Quake Lake, formed after the earthquake along the
Madison River. One of our first trips was to Sawtell Mountain.
Erythronium grandiflorum grew everywhere all the way to the summit.
We saw one weak plant of Penstemon fruticosus. The view at the top was
grand. There was a beautiful alpine garden, and I saw most of the Rocky
Mountain varieties of most of the alpine plants of Washington and Ore-
gon. Of course, I had to buy some additional books. I was surprised to
learn from the Forest Service botanists that the reference book of choice
was Hitchcock & Cronquist’s Flora of the Pacific Northwest.

We left there the last of September just ahead of the snow. We traveled
to Craters of the Moon, Boise, Tri-Cities, and the Seattle area before
heading south to California for the winter.

48 Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society Vol. 56-1

Notes from the President

Dale T. Lindgren

I would like to share some thoughts with you about the APS Library. The
APS Library for the last 10 years has been located at the Cox Arboretum
in Dayton, OH. It has been very faithfully handled by Elizabeth Bolander.
The Library has now been moved to Santa Fe, NM and will eventually be
housed in the new Santa Fe Botanical Gardens. Ellen Wilde will be acting
as APS Librarian until the Botanical Garden’s facilities are completed.

The Library was recently reorganized to ensure that there were ade-
quate copies of each of the APS bulletins and other Penstemon related
publications in the Library. The current library contains:

1) All APS bulletins from 1946-present.

2) Studies in Penstemon by Ralph Bennett.

No. 1 - Habroanthus

No. 2 - Dasanthera

No. 3 - Eastern Species

No. 4 - Anularius

No. 5 - Aurator

3) History of the APS, 1946 to 1971.

4) APS Beginners Manual.

5) Penstemon in your Garden by Uhlinger and Viehmeyer.

6) Bulletin of the Am. Rock Garden Society special Penstemon
Number. 1946.

7) The Californian Penstemon by Everett. 1950.

8) The National Hort. Magazine special Penstemon Number 1951

9) Miscellaneous material.

From October 1995 to October 1996, seven individuals have requested
a total of 15 publications from the APS Library. The library is not used
extensively but it is used.

In the next few months, the APS Board of Directors will review the
current guidelines for the APS Library use. The library has much valuable
information in it especially in the bulletins. We encourage members to
make use of this service. Anyone who would like to contribute issues of
the APS bulletins or other Penstemon material to the Library, please do
so. Several members have done this in the past.
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Andrea Wolfe, of the Ohio State University has added a Penstemon
website to the Internet as she mentioned in her article in this Bulletin.
Andrea is also doing some much needed work, analyzing DNA in Penste-
mon species.

There are also other Internet sources of Penstemon information as
well. For example, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
has a site for looking at native plant species by state at web site
http:\\plants.usda.gov.\plants\. Check it out if you are interested. Let me
know if there are other websites that APS members would be interested in.

Finally, please consider contributing seed to the 1997 APS seed ex-
change. We need your help to make it successful. Send it to me anytime of
year, day or night, etc.

Note from the Secretary

Ann Bartlett

Membership has boomed with over 550 current members. Clive Gandley
wrote an article in the October/November issue of Gardening Illustrated
on Engligh hybrid penstemons which generated a lot of new foreign
members. We now have members in South Africa, Iceland, Australia, and
other great places.
I now have an email address for all you cyberspace folks:
abartl11@aol.com.
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1997 Annual Meeting

American Penstemon Society
Hot Springs, SD  June 6, 7, 8, 1997

The 1997 Annual Meeting of the American Penstemon Society is being
held as a Conference headquartered in Hot Springs, South Dakota. The
Great Plains Native Plant Society has been invited to meet concurrently
with us. We expect they will be interested in what we do, and that our
members will find their association’s work to be applicable to the plains
part of our penstemons.

The daytime activities are field trips to mountain and grassland sites in
South Dakota and Nebraska. Evenings will hold opportunity to visit
“penstemon friends” over dinner with talks and slides of the Black Hills
and Great Plains wildflowers. Short business meetings will be fit into the
dinner hours.

The tours will provide participants a good impression of the areas
Claude Barr most frequently visited. Barr, a noted plantsman and writer
who received many plant society awards and recognitions, lived at his
nearby “Prairie Gem Ranch” until his death in 1983. Through his many
articles published in our Journal, APS members know him and his beloved
wildflowers of the plains very well. However, actual field trips in the
plains grasslands are required experience for anyone who would under-
stand the conditions penstemons and other wildflowers encounter in this
dramatic section of North America.

Our speakers are Dr. Ron Weedon and Dr. Joyce Hardy, both of Chad-
ron State College in Chadron, Nebraska and Jim Johnson of the South
Dakota Extension Service in Rapid City, South Dakota. Dr. Weedon is a
botanist and was very important in helping with the eventual publication
of Barr’s “Jewels of the Plains”. Dr. Hardy is a botanist who has done
much wildflower work in the badlands area of the Oglalla National
Grassland (also known as Toadstool Park). Mr. Johnson is a range
scientist who is currently finishing work on an upcoming photographic
guide to the wildflowers of the Black Hills.

The first tour is an optional all-day excursion into grassland sites near
Hot Springs. The second tour is an all-day excursion Saturday into the
Black Hills and will include a viewing of Mt. Rushmore and a visit to
some clay buttes outside the Black Hills proper if time and weather allow.
Our Sunday tour is a drive south of Hot Springs into Nebraska to visit the
Badlands of the Oglalla Grasslands. The Conference will officially end
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here around midday, with further driving into the Sandhills remaining as
an option for the undaunted.

An additional tour, tentatively planned for the Thursday before our
Conference, would be a lengthy drive through mountains and plains to the
northwest corner of South Dakota where P. nitidus and its associates can
sometimes be found. Anyone interested in this additional expedition
should contact the Conference Coordinator as early as possible because
this trip will be customized to fit its participants.

We make no predictions about just which plants will be in bloom dur-
ing our Conference. Weather conditions on the plains can move bloom
times two weeks, but we know that there will be many very interesting
species for us to view and photograph. Any ideas or suggestions you may
have are very welcome - please contact the Conference Coordinator as
soon as a thought or question may occur to you.

Please register early. Work schedules are very hectic during springtime
on the plains, and everyone, especially the caterer, needs to know you are
coming. Thank you very much for your interest. We “plains people” are
looking forward to hosting this event.

1997 Annual Meeting
American Penstemon Society

Hot Springs, SD  June 6, 7, 8, 1997

Our 1997 Conference is at the Mueller Center in Hot Springs, SD with
lodging next door at the Comfort Inn. Conference coordinator will send
maps and additional information upon receipt of your registration fees.

Conference Schedule

Friday June 6
8am--Optional opening tour of nearby grassland sites. You must
reserve your place on this tour in advance. No fee.
Spm--Registration
6pm--Dinner & Slidetalks
Jim Johnson “Wildflowers of the Black Hills”
Dr. Ron Weedon “A Look at Claude Barr”
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Saturday June 7
breakfast on your own
8am--car caravan tour to Flag Mountain, one of Claude’s favor-
ites, also a visit to some pasture hills such'as he loved to inspect for
flowers, and a possible stop at Mount Rushmore. We will find a restau-
rant for lunch, but bring your own snacks, water, cameras, etc. Carpool-
ing is advised.
Spm--return from tour
6pm--Dinner & Slidetalks
Dr Joyce Hardy “Badland Flowers of the Oglalla
National Grasslands™
Members’ slides and/or the AmPentSoc penstemon slides

Sunday June 8
breakfast on your own

8am--car caravan tour to Badlands of the Oglalla National
Grasslands. We will find a restaurant for lunch, but again bring along any
other water, snacks, etc. you may need.

midday--conference adjourns in the field

optional tour extension--penstemon sites in the Sandhills. This
will involve several hours longer drive, probably to near Alliance, NE.

Optional Pre- or Post-Conference Tour to the Cave Hills area of
northwestern SD. This tour requires a minimum of three participants.
Date: Thursday, June 5 can be changed to Monday, June 9 if necessary.

Lodging: A group rate reduction has been arranged at the Comfort Inn,
605/745-7378, next door to the Mueller Conference Center in Hot
Springs. You must make your own reservations. Mention that you are part
of the Penstemon Group to obtain special rates.

Cindy Reed

Conference coordinator

PO Box 461, Hot Springs, SD 57747
605/745-3397

cascade@gwtc.net
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OBITUARY: Vaclav Plestil

We regret to report that one of our APS members, VACLAV PLESTIL,
of the Czech Republic, passed away. Eric Horton was kind enough to
provide us with a copy of the obituary. Its translation is as follows:

“The joy of my life was work, and I remained faithful

to it until my last breath.
After a quiet and simple life filled with work, our dear father, brother, brother-
in-law and uncle, Vaclav Plestil, left us. Vaclav died after a long illness at the
age of 60 years on October 20. We will say our final good-bye in the Ceremo-
nial Hall of the Semily crematorium Friday, October 25 at 1:50 p.m. Those of
you who knew him, remember him in a moment of silence.”

Many APS members knew Vaclav much better than I did. I, like many
others, did correspond with him and always enjoyed hearing from him
especially through the seed exchange. Vaclav faithfully participated in the
APS robins published in the bulletin. Read his last two robin letters on
pages 58-60 in the Winter 1994 issue (53-1) and pages 59-60 in the Fall
1995 issue (54-2) of the Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society. He
shares his with us his struggles in a divided country, his work and his
obvious love for plants. Qur contact with Vaclav made him more than an
APS member, he was a special friend and person.

Submitted by Dale Lindgren

Vaclav died on October 20" after a very courageous battle against cancer.
Vaclav first wrote to me when I joined the APS a few years back. En-
closed with his letter was an amazing package. Folded with his letter was
an amazing package. — origami fashion that I could not master! Inside
was seed of my very first penstemon: Penstemon hirsutus ‘Pygmacus
alba’, a treasure that is still with me, to remind me of a great friend.
Vaclav was a very knowledgeable man, whose love and enthusiasm would
be shared by all. His greatest love was to go up in the mountains to see the
alpine treasures he knew by heart. Vaclav had a very eventful life. Even
when the Russians were in Prague, he would find time to sit and clean his
vast range of seed, sending it all around the world in his unique packets.

His last letter to me was full of hope. He had received a mountain of
letter, cards, and good wishes. He was overwhelmed by the kindness of
you all. My greatest regret is that I never met Vaclav. He was like an elder
brother to me. I know we would have got on well. I like to think Vaclav is
at peace now and his spirit is in the mountains — waiting for spring.
Submitted by Eric Horton
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Rare Plants %

Seed of plants native to the Rocky Mountains; Penstemons a specialty
Send for catalog to: 1706 Deerpath Rd., Franktown, Colorado 80116-9462

Penstemons? Did somebody mention Penstemons?

We have dozens of kinds for your garden. All are beautiful and many are as
tough as nails. Our Catalogue is $3, or free at our web site.

Pacriric Rim NATIVE PLANTS

CHOICE SPECIES OF WESTERN NORTH AMERICA AND EASTERN ASIA
Pat Woodward and Paige Woodward ¢ 44305 Old Orchard Road

Sardis, BC V2R 1A9 ¢ Canada ¢ Fax: (604) 792-1891

Phone: (604) 792-9279 « Web site: www.ntonline.com/biz/pacificrim
Email: pacificrim@ntonline.com * Yes, we do ship to the U.S.

PLANTS ¢ SOUTHWEST

Rt1 6 Box 1TA, Santa Fi, NM 87501 505-471-2212

INVITE NATIVES INTO YOUR GARDEN —

® Penstemons for high & low altitudes
¢ Stunning wildflowers

* Native grasses, trees & shrubs

® Spicy Southwest chile plants & seed
°* Traditional vegetables & herbs

100-PAGE COLOR CATALOG, $3.50
FREE PRICE LIST

_J




We are an organization promoting the cultivation of small perennial wild-
flowers from woodland, rocky, and alpine environments. Benefits of
membership include a beautiful colorful quarterly, a worldwide seed

Annual dues, $25, check or Visa accepted.

f For information, please write:
4 Executive Secretary, PO Box 67, Millwood, New York, 10546, USA

/ NORTH AMERICAN ROCK GARDEN SOCIETY

exchange offering over 5000 kinds of seed, and national and local meetings.

This space available for your advertising!

quarter page, $25 per year
half page, $50 per year
full page, $100 per year

The Color Slide Collection

The American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for
loan to its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage to you
will be paid by the APS; the return postage, plus insurance, by you. One set of slides
has been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other organizations.
The other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of penstemons and is
designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for identification. Slide
program cannot be sent outside the US. To request a loan, please write:

Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pifionero, Santa Fe NM 87505

The Library

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of
charge for two weeks, and for ten cents for two additional weeks. The Society pays the
postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage. For a loan, please
write: Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pifionero, Santa Fe NM 87505.

Now available from the library:
Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society, 1946-present.
One issue borrowed at a time.
Studies in Penstemon by Ralph Bennett.
No. 1, Habroanthus, No. 2, Dasanthera; No. 3, Eastern Species,
No. 4, Anularius, No. 5, Aurator. One number at a time.
History of the American Penstemon Society
Manual for Beginners with Penstemon
The California Penstemons by Percy C. Everett
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstemon number
Penstemon in Your Garden by Glenn Viehmeyer
The National Horticultural Magazine, special 1951 Penstemon number
Taxonomy in Simple Language by Ralph Bennett
The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America by F.W. Pennell

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick

Penstemon Notes. 1991. Miscellaneous notes on the genus. $3.00

Penstemon Field Identifier. A sketch book of about 260 species, arranged geographically.
Postpaid (US/Canada), $12.00; overseas, $15.00

Penstemon Nomenclature. 1989. Lists all known botanical names applied to the genus.
Postpaid (US/Canada), $4.00; overseas, $5.00. NOW OUT OF PRINT; REPRINTED IN FUTURE.

Key to the Genus Penstemon. Sections treated cover 271 species and 15 related species in
five other genera. $5.00

What is a Penstemon? Slide show of Penstemon. Rental; you pay for return. $5.00

Slide program cannot be sent outside the US

For further information, write Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University Street,
Eugene OR 97403. Make checks payable to Kenneth Lodewick.



Penstemon eriantherus var. cleburnei Penstemon eriantherus var. whitedii Penstemon eriantherus var. argillosus
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