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The pictures on the Bulletin of Penstemon eriantherus reminded me 
that I did not. have any of that species since I moved. Last week I decided 
to go get a plant where I had seen them. Where there had been dozens of 
them, I could not find them. I finally found a fragment of a plant of 
Penstemon eriantherus redactus. The insects had done an almost com­
plete job on it. In a few years they will be back. The seeds genninate very 
slowly, some taking years. I have found a few plants at another site and I 
will get a few seeds. 

Some of the penstemon from the area do not last long in a garden. They 
flower too much and exhaust themselves. Species which last longer in a 
rock pile than in a garden are P. aridus, eriantherus, cyaneus, and 
deustus. 

Those that are more permanent here in a garden are P. rydbergii, pro­
cerus, radicosus, andfruticosus with snow cover. 

I have four P. cyananthus plants in bloom. They are not as good as one 
I had before but a bumble bee thinks they are the greatest. I have an 
unidentified penstemon which I really like. I may have gotten it in western 
Wyoming. It's about the size of P. aridus. The stems lean so that the 
blooming plant is about four inches tall and 12 inches across. The flowers 
are a good blue. The leaves are about an inch long, rounded on the ends, 
and curve downward. When we moved, I broke the plant up and all of the 
new plants lived so now I have a patch of them. 

Ann Rosenberg, Bryn Mawr PA 
#11 Cross Country 

July 9, 1997 
I was very interested to hear Don's comments on what has proved hardy 
for him, since he lives closest to me and still he is much further south. 
When I was in the west, it was so wonderful to see so many husky, hardy 
penstemons. I have hardy penstemons but they are not the big-flowered 
robust type. 

My very favorite for reliability and good looks is P. campanulatus. It 
makes a nice full plant and covers itself with blooms. This year I was 
delighted to find that I now have two shades. One is a light grape color 
and the other is much rosier. I have tried and tried to grow P. kunthii with 
no success. This fall I stuck two pots into the cold frame and those tWo 
survived and are blooming now. The seeds were not P. kunthii and the 
plants look just like my P. campanulatus. 
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I have one penstemon that reseeds allover. I don't know what it is but 
it is notP. hirsutus. P. hirsutus 'Pygmaeus' is hardy. P. smallii lives a 
long time for me. Someone gave me a P. 'Husker Red'. It is not a favorite 
of mine. I like the red foliage in the cold weather and the flowers are all 
right, but it reseeded allover. I left a plant in the woods area and one in 
my pent bed but I quickly cut off all the seeds this year. 

P. pinifolius is hardy for me but never blooms. It just hangs in there 
and never grows or does anything. This spriJlg I grew some P. pinifolius 
(supposedly yellow ones) from seed and I planted them in a trough just to 
see what I might be able to do with extra care. 

Some P. barbatus is hardy for me; most $ not. I have some P. barba­
tus, I think it was called 'Elfin Pink' that I at White Flower Farm 
years ago when I first discovered penstemonj They always survive. I don't 
usually fertilize my penstemon at all and jus1l top dress them every year 
with some leafmold. The 'Elfin Pink' were a little tired last year 
so I moved them into a perennial bed and gaVe them lots of fertilizer and 
they were much hardier looking this year. This fall I am moving them 
back to the pent bed and will fertilize them the spring. The bed is rather 
dull now with all the pale pinks and blues and the 'Elfin Pink' is a much 
stronger color. I am also going to plant morel P. murrayanus and P. 
barbatus in red tones. Even though they are hot reliably hardy the bed 
needs the color. I used to have some deep blues and purples and if anyone 
can suggest what pents I should try to get these deep colors please let me 
know. 

I have had little success with the shrubbieS in my regular bed. I have 
more troughs now and will try growing them! in the troughs. 

I 

Nellie Spicer, Nanton, Alberta, Canada 
#11 Cross Country 

September, 1997 
Now to a review of the pents in my yard: 

P. albidus: continues to do very well: it hangs onto its blooms longer in 
cultivation than in the wild. The seeds are just ripening - since Sept. 1. 
I'm sure P. albidus is pollinated by ants. I see lots of ants near, and any 
time I bring the tips inside, ants crawl all ovdr the table. I also have seen 
the ants packing all the seeds away - so antS in the wild would probably 
help to spreads the seeds: but in my yard I wish they would leave the seeds 
where I put them. I have noticed that P. albidus does not spread widely 
and does not spread in cultivation into mats dither. P. albidus is found in 
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Waterton Park because of the mixed prairie ecoregion in the park, but it's 
not in the other. mountain parks. 

P. albertinus : doing well: spread to form three plants beside the main 
plant. I separated them: all seem to be alive: because it is short, in later 
summJr it is protected by some of the later growing plants. I have spread 
seeds in the area, so should have some for exchange soon. 

P. acuminatus: doing well: also, I planted several sites last fall, which 
should bloom next spring. The dry weather caused it to look a bit sad: but 
it looks better now with the rain. 

P.angustiJo/ius: did not do well. I'm not sure if it's going to survive: 
wait and see, I guess. 

P. confertus: grows in prairie, foothills, and in the mountains. In 
grassier areas, it often remains as a single plant but in more open areas 
spreads and sprawls out new patches, sometimes leaving the center bare 
as it spreads. I cut a spreading patch in my yard into a dozen plants and 
moved them to separate sites, three in each site - all seem to be doing 
well. Then later I noticed growth from the center of the original site, after 
I thought it was all removed. I planted lots of seeds so I should have more 
next year. 

P. nitidus: the most abundant plant in my yard, it does real well here. 
In the wild, it grows on dry hills, eroded hills, in disturbed areas, will 
grow in on steep slopes after road construction. I like the tops in dried 
flower arrangements, and it adds interest in the yard when not in bloom. 

P. eriantherus v. whitedii: gone! None came back this spring. Darn! 
P. eriantherus v. redactus: doing very well. Last fall I scattered seeds: 

next year I should have a good patch (I hope). I've seen this in patches in 
the SW comer of Alberta: along the Old Man and Waterton banks, high 
above the rivers in south facing slopes. Although one book said it grows 
to sub alpine, I've never seen it that high; mostly foothills. 

P. gracilis: good early start, turned brown and crisp when it was dry 
- I don't think the seeds matured. If I start it again, I'll put it on the 
north side of the house, where it stays a bit wetter. 

P. Jruticosus: The tops were rather dead looking in spring but grew and 
flourished. Stayed very green even when it was dry. It has small teeth 
along the leafmargins. This winter is supposed to be quite mild, with lots 
of chinooks. I hope it has enough snow cover, although I wonder if the 
reflection off the snow causes some sunburn. 

P. lya//ii: I have just read two very different descriptions of P. lya//ii. 
Porslid says: With its erect leafy stem, sometimes 6 dm high it is the 
tallest member of the genus within the Rocky Mountain Parks, while Gadd 
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says: The smallest penstemon in the park found mostly south of the Crows 
nest pass. Large, showy flowers simply too weak for the weak stems 
which let the plant flop untidily on the ground. [Ben Gadd conducts 
mountain tours in Canada and A. E. Porslid has written on the Canadian 
Rockies.] I have seen it very long and floppy on rocky slopes where the 
roots go deeply into the ground, but more erect in lower areas with rockier 
soil. I have seen it montane and'subalpine and in several sites at the south 
end of the Porcupine Hills (montane). In my:yard, it has the heavier stems 
and is closer to erect, and is long blooming ..i.- it still is, if I cut off the 
dead tips. The flowers also grow further doWn the stems in the yard: I 
really like this one! (I like them all!). 

P. procerus: Started out well, bloomed ~ll, then died! Was it because 
it was too dry? I tried laying the dead tops op the ground to see if there 
were mature seeds. I also replanted with the !Seed from John Roden. 

The season has just ended. The weather has been cool and rainy. 
We've had a couple of degrees of frost: enoUgh to freeze the windshield 
wipers down. The swallow and robins, most! of the small birds, have flown 
south. Large flocks of crows are eating the wild sunflowers, and the geese 
are honking their way south. Smart birds. 

I do not have any troughs: just the regulat areas and a new rock gar­
den. So far, we have half a ton of rocks: the ,:lowers will take more time. I 
don't fertilize my pents - they don't get it itt the wild. I looked at the 
weather map today - their coolesttemperau..re was higher than our 
highest! P. campanulatus would never survive a winter here! I read that P. 
digitalis and the Husker reds are from the Mississippi River basin, so I'm 
sure they wouldn't grow well here. I don't think P. janishiae or P. eatonii 
would grow here - it's just too cold in winter! My yard is prairie. All the 
trees and shrubs here are planted. I heard the coyotes last night, and an 
owl hooting. The tock formation here is largely sandstone: so we have lots 
of large flat rocks for stepping stones in the tock garden. 

Donald Humphrey, Falls Church VA 
#11 Cross Country 

Nov 13, 1997 
The biggest event of the penstemon year for me was attending the annual 
meeting in Hot Springs, South Dakota, held jointly with the Great Plains 
Native Plant Society. The principal reason that I attended was that Hot 
Springs is where I spent my childhood, where I developed my interest in 
wildflowers and in nature. Since I am also ort the Board of Directors I 
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thought it was about time I attended a meeting. It was good to put faces 
with some of the names I had been seeing for years: Shirley Backman, our 
robin director, Dale Lindgren, our president, Jack Ferreri, the editor of our 
bulletin, Ellen Wilde, who has just completed compiling a complete 
annotated list of all the known penstemon species, and Jim Ault of the 
Chicago Botanic Garden, who now heads up our seed list, among others. 
All things considered, a very interesting time and some great field trips 
directed by Cindy Reed of the GNPS. Directly across from a dirt road 
near her home at lovely Cascade Springs was a steep, rocky sandstone 
slope covered with Penstemon grandiflorus along with newly emergent 
succulent shoots of the beautiful bush morning glory, Jpomaea lepto­
phylla, and other wildflowers that I remembered as a child. 

Incidentally, Ellen Wilde's penstemon list will be put out in booklet 
form by the society and will be extremely valuable to penstemon growers, 
I'm sure. 

I've had a good year managing the gardens at Culpepper Garden Re­
tirement Home. I spent a lot of time with my volunteers resurrecting the 
rock garden. My records show that I have planted 25 species of penste­
mon in it this year, some of which I suspect are gone, since the squirrels, 
of which we have a plethora, are attracted to any freshly dug soil, and 
have a way of digging up young plants. Recently I have been setting 
stones around all recently planted plants and this seems to be effective. 

At home, I have developed three new beds and planted Penstemon in 
two of them. Both get quite a lot of sunlight but shade from the high tulip 
trees makes this a somewhat less than optimum penstemon environment. 

In the bed directly in front of the house I have a Saskatoon hybrid, and 
plants of P. clutei, dissectus, alpinus, superbus, murrayanus, venustus, 
and clevelandii. In a bed between my large shrubs and the street - a very 
warm south slope - I have P. clevelandii, superbus, murrayanus, and 
jloridus. All look good except P. jloridus which seems a little limp, and I 
suspect the winter wet will do it in. 

In late October I spent all my spare time sorting seeds for over ten des­
tinations. I sent in 13 species of penstemon seed to APS, but most of the 
seed went to the Mid Atlantic chapter of the Hardy Plant Society, the 
American Rock Garden Society, and to my own and to Green Spring's 
seed banks. I checked Green Spring's seed list and found that they have 
seed of 116 species and cultivars of Penstemon. The seed are kept well 
sealed and refrigerated for a minimum of five years and often longer, 
particularly penstemon. I hope to plant about sixty three species in late 
February or March ifl can find time for it. 
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Shirley Backman, Reno NV 
#16 International 

Sept 21, 1997 
I am relinquishing my place in this robin to Jack Ferreri. A year ago 

Christmas my kids gave me a new computer and it has been a disaster. It 
has a mouse and in waving it around I hit keys I shouldn't. It doesn't have 
a "reveal codes" mechanism as myoid one did so I can't figure out what 1 
have done wrong. It has been taking me a long time to get a letter copies 
- unfortunately gave myoid computer to a charity - and when 1 get one 
thing correct I tend to send it to Jack without correcting other parts - and 
it makes more work for him to get it into usable shape. 

I have enjoyed this robin more than any other I have been in but your 
letters will still be in the Bulletin and though I am resigning as robin 
director I will still be in one robin and if use a machine at the university 
and learn to use the mouse correctly when I visit my son in Buffalo, NY 
next month (Ann says she has instructions that work on an Apple machine 
and ifI learn them they should carry over). I should be able to cope with 
that one. 

It includes Donald Humphrey who is from the area in South Dakota 
where the Penstemon Society meetings were held. I had no idea the 
grassland would be as distinctive as they were (there was even a squib in 
our local paper giving his recommendation for growing or caring for some 
plant.). Unfortunately none of my pictures came out. I hadn't used that 
camera for a long time and wasn't up on how to use it. The one I had been 
using (and still am) loads easily. I think what impressed me most was 
having to look out for individual cactus plants. 

When it wasn't a major chore to abstract your letters I always enjoyed 
it. Trying to get Vaclav's letters into standard English while trying to keep 
the lively spirit and vivid descriptions he so enthusiastically expressed was 
a pleasant challenge. Thea's accounts need only minor doctoring and are 
so comprehensive, while with both his and Karl I wantedto include all of 
the plants they wrote about. Eric Horton too. (I hope Jack cantalk him 
back.) With the beginning offalll think of the winter Karl goes through in 
Norway and the hope that perhaps she will make (j)Ile of her great tours to 
Australia or somewhere in the winter . Shirley Pash seeIflS ·inon the. ground 
floor of the new interest in hybrids. She'sthcionlyone now in the robin I 
haven't met. Erma is suffering very much with eye problems and I am 
quite concerned about her, and I'm looking forward to Dee's new book 
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and enjoy looking backward at the others. I am omitting Bob, but I've 
spoken to him on the phone and he has been very helpful, as have you all 
in spite of delays and derailments the robin seems to be in good shape. 
And unlike Erma's, so are my tearducts! With love to you all. 

Pauline Olthof, Calgary, Alberta 
#8, Small Penstemon 

July 17, 1997 
Thank you for all your interesting and very readable letters! My 

"Study" desk is still a disgrace, for I still have so much neck trouble, even 
though it already is 20% better now than it was in mid-March when I 
started the chiropractic treatments. I can only work for a few hours in the 
morning, then have to rest my neck and thus the rest of me too! In the 
evenings I work in the Garden! Even there I am "behind" - you should 
see the dandelions!!! I DO use the leaves as salad greens, so they are at 
least a little bit useful! 

The Garden is a riot. We had such a snowy winter and rainy spring, 
and now we have good weather: blue skies with white and grey clouds 
sailing along them, some wind, often quite cool in the mornings, and 
"heat" only later in the afternoon - when I rest anyway. Even reading is 
painful if I do it too long, but it IS getting better, I only wish it would 
hurry up a bit more! 

I have Penstemon confertus, P. pinifolius, P. fruiticosus, P. serrula­
tus, and P. barbatus again still going strong and blooming away like 
they're going out of style. Also more Iris species than I used to have, a 
total now of Iris pseudacorus, l setosa, l sibirica and two still 
''undetected'' Iris species, and 4 Campanula, and any number of Saxi­
fraga, all of which have bloomed profusely - and that IN SPITE OF 
MICE which all but destroyed half the rock garden, but fortunately they 
stayed off all three gentians, and the Gentiana acaulis had 28 and 19 
flowers respectively this year! They do seem to be very happy here, and 
fortunately so, for I was able to take the pleasure of the intense blue to 
friend who has since died of cancer, so at least she still did get to see the 
gentians! Another friend is now in the same nasty position, and I myself 
was not always in any mood for company, so it was a weird year and I 
have been very grateful for the regular contacts at the chiropractic clinic. 
They are all young people and all very dedicated and very pleasant people 
who create a very comfortable atmosphere, so you don't mind the paid of 
the treatments so much, and by now that is a lot less than it has been too, 
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so things really do appear to look up. Two of them are sort of friends, 
lending me books and such, and we have excellent talks too and that sort 
of thing which I did need badly in the beginning and now that we have 
these nice exchanges we all enjoy them, need or no need. 

My regular family doctor retired so I also had to search for a new 
doctor, for which there is still until next spring, so no rush yet. 

One very nice thing I was able to do was buying a video cassette 
player, a Zenith, and I am getting used to the remote control, which I will 
first use on cassettes borrowed from the library, and they have good 
choice. I have a series called "Wonders of Weather" which has at least 13 
cassettes (I borrowed No. 13, which is on lightning, but that may not yet 
be the last!). 

This is all for this time around otherwise I would have to keep the 
Robin too long,$o I won't write individual letters, but greetings to you all 
and have a happy Summer! 

P.S. But I will enclose some pictures -lPenstemon barbatus, which I 
was able to get again this spring, and a loo~ at my patio, now tidied up, 
fitted with a bench of sorts, complete with <,tushion, and a nice white 
plastic planter which holds rosemary, a "cupy plant" and Nasturtium. I 
am going more toward herbs now - hoping to find some that may help 
combat the neck pain! It's a fascinating ne" interest anyway! I also 
enclose a few things about the famous Calgary Stampede. 

Connie Marsch, Sunnyside, WA 
#8 Small Penstemon 

July 25, 1997 
The envelope containing your interesting letters came a couple of days 
ago, during a brief lull in my summer activities. So I will try to get my 
reply finished, before they start again! 

My wildflowers, including some penstemon started blooming in the 
greenhouse in late March, with P. pennellianus, P. attenuatus, and P. 
eriantherus. 

During April and May many more wildflowers bloomed in the yard and 
the penstemon started in earnest in May with P. gairdneri, P. procerus, P. 
confertus, P. fruticosus (alba), P. fruticosu$ 'Holly', P. attenuatus, P. 
cardwellii v. roseus, P. confertus pink fOl1l\ P. cardwellii, P. erian­
therus, P. wilcoxii, and P. fruticosus in my f'dish gardens." And P. 
hirsutus, P. Wilcox;;, one labeled P. cary;, which I am sure was wrong, P. 
wilcoxii, P. hirsutus, P. cyaneus, P. attenuatus, P. ovatus, P. 'Pink Elf,' 
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which look more like P. barbatus, P. digitalis and P. speciosus all in 
pots. And P. pinijolius in my "desert garden." 

The P. attenuatus, which I brought horne from my Bickleton property 
are extremely happy in the "woods garden" in front of the house and 
bloomed very well and there are LOTS of seedlings developing (ast. One 
P. glandulosus looks okay, but did not bloom. It seems to be a very 
difficult one to transplant. 

I am having a new camp site developed on the latest 20 acres I pur­
chased and had to rescue over three dozen plants of P. attenuatus, before 
road construction began. They are all happy in pots and I hope to return 
them to a spot near the camp site, when it is finished. 

The penstemon bed on the south side of the house needs a little more 
sand added to it, before I can start planting there. But I hope to get that 
done in the next week or so. I simply must get a great many plants out of 
pots before next winter. There are way too many to keep in the greenhouse 
and a lot of the plants are showing stress from being potted for so long. 

I only planted seeds of P. glandulosus, P. attenuatus, P. gairdneri, 
and P. clutei this year, and germination was very poor. I have one P. 
glandulosus, one scrawny P. gairdneri, and one sad-lookingP. attenua­
tus to show for my efforts. No P. clutei at all. I will not bother with P. 
attenuatus any more, since I can get all the seedlings I want from my 
Bickleton property. 

When I was listing the plants which have bloomed, I forgot to mention 
P. barbatus, P. serrulatus, which is in bloom right now, P. cardinalis and 
P. tubaeflorus. I am disappointed in P. cardinalis because the inside is an 
ugly brown and P. tubeaflorus looks very much like P. digitalis to me. So 
far all of the seedings from yellow P. barbatus seed have been red. I 
certainly hope that at least one of those, which have not bloomed yet, will 
be yellow. I have all the red plants I need! 

I have gathered seed from my P. eriantherus, P. procerus v. tolmej 
(oops, forgot that on my list of "bloomers" too), P. fruticosus 'Holly', P. 
cardwellii v. roseus, P. fruticosus 'Alba,' and a pale lavender P. fruttco­
sus plant, which came from alba seed. I hope to get them cleaned soon and 
will send what I can to the exchange, although there are only small 
amounts of some of them. If I can get out to "Oscanyan Canyon" soon, I 
will try to get P. attenuatus and P. glandulosus seed also. 

No time for personal replies this time, but I envy all of you your trav­
els, especially Jean©Louis. I would love to travel further from horne to 
see different penstemon. Of course, I would have a terrible time· identify­
ingthem, unless a "local" penstemaniac was with me. 
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I thought you might like to see some of my latest pictures, though some 
of them did not tum out as well as I would have liked. 

I will not be able to mail this until Monday, but promise to send it on 
its way them. Happy Hunting 

Ramona Osburn, Jacksonville OR 
#8 Small Penstemons 

November 24, 1997 
It's going to be a rainy Thanksgiving week. So many other tasks have 
required my attention that I haven't been able to do the gardening that 
needs attention. JosefHalda built another section of the crevice garden in 
May. He says it is finished, but I keep adding a few rocks and plants 
around the fringes. 

Phyllis and I went back to Hayfork, CA to collect Si lene seeds, and 
stopped again at the cliff along Highway 299 to collect seeds of what I 
think is Penstemon neotericus. It belongs in the Saccanthera group, and 
certainly doesn't fit the description of any other Saccanthera. The new 
Jepson Manual describes the flowers as blue to pink-purple with a white 
floor, which fits it better than some of the description which just call it 
blue. Phyllis said not many people ordered it last year. Ellen Wilde in her 
monograph says it was not been reported in cultivation. I used to have a 
plant from the Feather River Canyon, but it died before I collected seeds. 
It is a fine plant which should be grown. 

Some of my favorites now being grown are P. 'Crystal,' which is gor­
geous with its pure white flowers, pinijolius, roezlii, alpinus, strictus, 
linarioides ssp. coloradoensts, and in a trough, P. davtdsonii var. 
menziesii 'Microphyllus.' I am trying to grow P. davidson;; ssp. prae­
terttus, but it is not happy. It probably misses the high elevations where it 
prospers. Anybody have suggestions for growing this one? I've ordered 
seeds from three places and am looking forward to what Alplains offers 
this year. Usually there are some rarities, but so far mine are still quite 
small. I hope they survive the winter. 

It was my idea for Phyllis to send a copy of her seed list. She has lots 
of orders, many from Europe. 

Jean-Louis: Penstemon speciosus is difficult to grow, and with the 
alternating rain and snow you had last winter, it is not surprising that you 
lost it. Have you tried the dwarffonn, sometimes called ssp. kennedyt, but 
Ellen Wilde says this name was recently declared invalid? It is delightful, 
a rich bring blue, approx. 5 cm.-15cm. I've been trying to grow it, but it 
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isn't easy, either. I have seen P. ambiguus growing in New Mexico among 
cactus. It likes sandy soil. Mine resented being transplanted and hasn't 
done well since. Eriophyllum lanatum is one of the native wildflowers in 
my area. It slips into the rock garden, seemingly appreciating the extra 
water. Congratulations on your awards for Aster coloradoensis and 
Phacelia sericea. Both are lovely plants. 

Jack: Enjoyed your account of the APS Annual Meeting, and only wish 
I could have been there. The first three weeks of June are the time our son, 
who lives in New York, comes for his annual visit. I was astonished to see 
the amazing variety of plants you saw. The number of tours was unusual. 
You mentioned going into Nebraska for a look at Penstemon haydenii, 
but then didn't say if you found it. In the seventies, before it was put on 
the endangered species list, I was fortunate to obtain seeds. One beautiful 
plant bloomed, producing a good supply of seeds. I sent them all to APS, 
and then my plant died. Now it is illegal even to send seeds through the 
mail. I hope it is flourishing in its native habitat. The chairman of our 
Siskiyou Chapter ofNARGS attended the APS meeting and enjoyed it 
very much. I hope you can see his garden. It is a series of vertical cliffs 
about 5-6 feet high, graced with innumerable floriferous plants. Some of 
his Penstemon are unbelievable. 

Pauline: Since it is now November, I hope that your neck trouble is a 
thing of the past. Your Penstemon barbatus really bloomed great! The 
patio looks quite cozy. What kind of tree? And what is in the wooden 
planter with the glass top? With all your painful neck problems, it must 
have been gratifying to have your garden bloom so well. I like Iris too -
1 sibirica, English Iris, and quite early in the year 1 unguicu!aris. You 
are luck just to have mice. We have huge mice - they are called deer! 
And are they hungry! Last winter I had the garden covered with chick 
wire, black bird plastic and all sorts of screens, and suppose I'll have to 
do the same pretty soon now. We've had a good bit of rain, and when I 
finally was able to dig the Gazania to put in the greenhouse for the winter, 
I found that the deer had nibbled them quite extensively. 

Connie: You have a wonderful collection of Penstemon. Do you do 
anything special to get P. speciosus to grow? P. pinifolius is an accom­
modating plant. Some of the best ones I've seen were growing along the 
Pacific Coast, a long way from its native habitat. The print of P. gaird­
neri is especially nice. My plant didn't' come close to looking like that! 

Better get this in the mail before the post office closes. Hope some of 
you will be able to come to the NARGS meeting and the APS meeting, 
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and then come down to southern Oregon. Early July is a good time to see 
our wildflowers. 

J. L. Latil, Lazer, France 
#8 Small Penstemons 

December 10, 1997 
You had a very good report of the APS annual meeting by Jack. I will 
enclose some picture of Penstemon haydenti from the sandhills ofNe­
braska: it was a great moment. 

After the meeting, we (my wife and I) visited Dale Lindgren in North 
Platte. We say there a lot of amazing penstemon species in bloom includ­
ing a white, a lavender and a dark flowered P. haydenii, P. grandiflorus 
in pink, violet, blue and white shades with even a bi-colored flower, a 
yellow-flowered P. whippleanus and Penstemon pinifolius with both 
yellow and red flowers on the same plant! Were also in bloom P. clutei, P. 
saxosorum, and P. cobaea. We had a really,good time there. Then we 
drove through Nebraska and National Grasslands of northern Colorado to 
Denver, we visited Dick and Ann Bartlett's garden, Bob and Cindy Nold's 
garden, the Denver Botanic Garden, and Gwen and Panayoti Kelaidis' s 
garden. We saw so much plants. 

Then we drove through the Rockies in the Rocky Mountains National 
Park. On the eastern slopes, we saw Penstemon virens, Phacelia sericea, 
and Iris missouriensis alba. We spent sometime on the alpine tundra: the 
weather was very bad it was quite cold but we took time to take some 
pictures of Primula sp., Eritrichium arettoides, Androsace sp., 
Shoshonea pulvinata.·and Trifolium nanum. 

I was in a hurry because I wanted to get to the Great Basin area 
quickly. I love deserts and the Great Basin is probably the area of North 
America I like the most. Fortunately, this area is large enough for several 
trips in the U.S. So we drove from Grand Lake to Craig on Route 40. The 
sagebrush was very showy with Balsamorhiza sagittata. Lupinus argen­
teus, Phlox sp., Eriogonum sp., Gilia aggregata, and a lot of Penstemon 
caespitosus. 

Then we arrived in the Dinosaur National Monument Area. For $4, we 
bought there the Uinta Basin Flora: a very good publication of the USDA 
Forest Service,Intermountain Region (331 pages). The cover is a nice 
black and white drawing of Penstemon grahamii. We discovered so many 
interesting plants; among the penstemons, P.scariosus, P. watsonii, and 
P. humilis were in bloom, it was too late for P. pachyphyllus. I discovered 
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for the first time in the wild so many plants I grow (or try to grow) in my 
garden: It was amazing! It was possible to collect some seed in the hottest 
areas of the canyons where spring had left: Grayia spinosa, Tetradymia 
spinosa, Artemisia spinescens, Sphaeralcea munroana and Tbwnsendia 
grandiflora 

We then crossed the Flaming Gorges. We drove though southern 
Wyoming to Cheyenne and from Cheyenne to Devil's Tower. We saw 
again a lot of species in bloom including our two last penstemons: P. 
glaber in Niobrara, CO and several hundreds of P. eriantherus on 
Warren Peak. We visited Cindy Reed's garden in Hot Springs and took 
the plane from Rapid City to Marseilles, via Denver, Chicago, Washing­
ton, and Paris. We were very tired but so happy. 

There was a price to pay: we were gone from home for a month, so I 
was very late in my work to do. The summer was unusually busy, and we 
didn't have enough time to botanize in our mountains. Some of my 
penstemons decided to re-bloom in late autumn: P. crandallii ssp. taosen­
sis, P. hirsutus a small showy white from, P. peckii, P. pseudospectabilis, 
P. smallii, and P. tenuis.· It is not the same species as last year! This year 
was a very good one for penstemons and I lost very few plants. P. acumi­
natus gave us a long and spectacular display before it died. I spent some 
time changing the names of some of my species: some were misidentified. 
I believed to grow P. strictus for a long time: it was in fact P. stricti­
formis; a species that has not been reported in cultivation. I will sow the 
true P. strictus this winter. 

Now, it is winter, no doubt about this. I recently sowed more than a 
hundred penstemon species, subspecies and var. and I will try some tender 
species from southern USA and Mexico. I am building a cold greenhouse 
for the more xeric species and cactuses. 

Jack: I was happy to meet you in South Dakota. Another question 
about yellow flowered penst: is there a difference between 'Mersea 
Yellow' and 'Magdalena Sunrise'? I grow P. pinifolius 'Mersea Yellow' 
and I never tried the other one thinking it is the same thing. 

Pauline: Your small fonn of P. barbatus is very showy. 
Connie: P. tubaeflorus looks like a white-flowered P. digitalis but it is 

a very interesting penstemon for moist soils. Your P. gairdneri is very 
nice: I do not find this species very easy. On another picture, P. attenua­
tus seems to have glaucous leaves: is it nonnal? My plants have glossy 
green leaves. 

Ramona: P. davidsonii ssp. praeferitus is not an easy subspecies to 
grow at low altitudes. I grow this plant in part shade in a trough with rich 
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acid soil. I grow both P. speciosus and P. speciosus ssp. kennedyi in pots 
in a cold greenhouse: they do well but refuse to bloom. On another hand, 
it seems to be impossible to keep them outside here, it is the reason why I 
am building a cold greenhouse: I will try there the species that did not 
survive without winter protection. 

I wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year. 
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Notes from the President 

Jack Ferreri 
Verona, Wisconsin 

As I humbly step into the Presidency of the American Penstemon Society, 
I can see that these are exciting times for the genus. In his last "Notes 
from the President," outgoing President Dale Lindgren went down the list 
of books on penstemons that have started to apear in the last year. Many 
more ru;e due out in the next two years, including the APS' s own Penste­
mon Manual. The genus we're interested in has also been the subject of 
lengthy articles by Bob Nold and Ellen Wilde in major horticultural 
publications in the last year or two. Overseas interest has never been 
greater. While we're not exactly riding a tidal wave of enthusiasm, the 
gardening public is certainly starting to take notice of penstemons. 
But we're a long way from horticultural popularity. It's a rare nursery 
that carries more than a half-dozen penstemon. And the species are largely 
unknown - except for Dale Lindgren's 'Husker's Red' - to the general 
gardening public. I think the upcoming books will help more gardeners 
appreciate the value of penstemon in their gardening visions. 

But we can't count on those books doing all our work for us. Let me 
suggest a few thigns we can all do to help spread the penstemon word: 

1) Bring some penstemons to your gardening group plant sale and let 
people know their strengths in local gardens. 

2) When you have a good penstemon propagation year, share some 
with high-profile gardeners in your area. 

3) Talk to local nurseries about the possibilities of their carrying 
some penstemons. Offer to get them started with some "breeder plants." If 
local nurseries don't carry penstemons, it's hard to get people excited 
about plants they can't find to buy. 

4) Use the penstemon slide library to give a penstemon talk or two to 
local gardening groups or at the nearest botanic garden. Write a note to 
local gardening groups mid-winter (when they're starting to think about 
their programs for the coming year). Offer to give them a pent talk, 
followed by a tour of your garden. 

5) Contribute an article on penstemons to the gardening editor of 
your local newspaper. 

6) Help out Dale Lindgren, your ex-President and new Bulletin Edi­
tor. This issue of the Bulletin is rather slim. It must be el Nino that's dried 
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up our article stream from contributors. Don't feel you have to write the 
definitive article on penstemons ... readers get much enjoyment out of a 
brief note on a few species or cultivars and how you succeed with them in 
your climate. Go through the pent season with pencil in hand, then send 
Dale a contribution when you get the chance. He'll appreciate it. 

7) Our Correspondence Robins need a bit of re-energizing. They're 
in the midst of a reorganization at this time .. As some of our members have 
gotten older, others have been drawn away to other botanical interests. 
Health or family problems have claimed a f~w as well. The Robins give 
our far-flung society the chance to "chat around the coffee table" about 
our plants. They include plant talk, travel descriptions, tips on germina­
tion, successes with penstemon companion plants, and the fruits of many 
lifetimes of serious plant growing. 

The Robins in the past have captured thej heritage of this exclusively 
American genus, and it would be nice if we could return them to their days 
ofpostal glory. If you're interested in gettin2 involved in circulating plant­
oriented letters with other penstemon lovers, drop me a line. An e-mail 
Pent Robin? Why not? Talk to me at jackfenreri@globaldialog.com. 

8) Make plans to attend the 1999 Ann~ Meeting of the American 
Penstemon Society in New Mexico. Ellen Wilde is chairing the Meeting 
Committee and sends along the following preliminary information: 

New Mexico members are already at work planning for the 
annual meeting in 1999 to be held in northern New Mexico 
the weekend of June 19-21. There is so much to see here you 
will want to set aside some extra time, in addition to the tours 
scheduled from Saturday morning untq mid-afternoon on 
Monday. The first trip on Saturday will head east from Santa 
Fe to a spectacular hillside ofPenstembn amhiguus in full 
bloom. On the way back we will see Pettstemon jamesii, co­
haea, inflatus, and possibly others. Sunday morning we will 
head north through Georgia O'Keef!e's Ghost Ranch country 
to see P. crandallii, P. strictiformis, P. strictus, P. griffinii, 
and P. secundiflorus. Our route will toke us over a high road 
where Erythronium, Ranunculus, Caltha, Lewisia pyg­
maea, and other flowers will be blooming in profusion. Late 
in the afternoon we will cross the Rio G,rande Gorge into Taos 
to visit the beautiful hillside garden of Barbara and George 
Ellison and spend the night. Monday mprning we will head 
north again into Colorado, cross La Vet~ Pass and head back 
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down into New Mexico. We will find about six additional spe­
cies of penstemons on this excursion and the meeting will offi­
cially end about mid-afternoon so that you may easily return 
to Santa Fe or Taos or head north or east as you choose. You 
will see some spectacular scenery and flowers and learn that 
New Mexico is not just desert, but truly the Land of En­
chantment. We look forward to your visit. 
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Seed of plants native to the Rocky Mountains; Penstemons a specialty 
Send for catalog to: 1706 Deerpath Rd., Franktown, Colorado 80116-9462 

Penstemons? Did somebody mention Penstemons? 
We have dozens of kinds for your garden. All are beautiful and many are as 
tough as nails. Our Catalogue is $3, or free at our web site. 

PACIFIC RIM NATIVE PLANTS 
CHOICE SPECIES OF WESTERN NORTH AMERICA AND EASTERN ASIA 

Pat Woodward and Paige Woodward· 44305 Old Orchard Road 
Sardis, BC V2R IA9 • Canada· Fax: (604) 792-1891 
Phone: (604) 792-9279 • Web site: www.ntonline.com/blzlpacificrim 
Email: pacificrim@ntonline.com • Yes, we do ship to the U.S. 

PLANTS V.'i'E SOUTHWEST 
Ih 6 Bo\ 1 J.\. S''i' Fl. :\\1 S7501 505-·PI-2212 

INVITE NATIVES INTO YOUR GARDEN -

• Penstemons for high & low altitudes 
• Stunning wildflowers 
• Native grasses, trees & shrubs 
• Spicy Southwest chile plants & seed 
• Traditional vegetables & herbs 

100-PAGE COLOR CATALOG, $3.50 

FREE PRICE LIST 



We are an organization promoting the cultivation of small perennial wild­
flowers from woodland, rocky, and alpine environments. Benefits of 
membership include a beautiful colorful quarterly, a worldwide seed 
exchange offering over 5000 kinds of seed, and national and local meetings. 

Annual dues, $25, check or Visa accepted. 

For information, please write: 
Executive Secretary, PO Box 67, Millwood, New York, 10546, USA 

NORTH AMERICAN ROCK GARDEN SOCIETY 

1 m~,~lp~.t~co~,1,~)~r,~, §,3~&5~ ! 
~oQQ~,peCialiZ.jng in plants uativc., .to the .R. OCk~V ~~ M()unlain~ and westem Oreal Plains. 0 

Many hard-lo-find species including a wide 
/1' A~ \ mict)' of PE~STE\10:\S' ePJ~ y V V~ Call or write for a pricclist' (~ V - ----- ---- -

PENSTEMQNS: The Beautiful Beardtongues ojNew Mexico 

by Jean Heflin 

74 full color photographs by Bill Heflin - 36 detailed drawings by Robert De Witt Ivey 
76 pages of descriptions, photos and information on New Mexico's wild penstemons 

For layman and professionals ·Hardcover 'Includes chapter on penstemons in the garden 
Send $20 plus $4.50 NM tax and shipping to Jack Rabbit Press, 2531 Griegos PI. NW, 

Albuquerque, N.M. 87107- 2873. Quantity discounts available, call 505-343-9405. 

This space available for your advertising! 

quarter page, $25 per year 
half page, $50 per year 
full page, $100 per year 

................................................................................................................................................ 

NEW FROM TIMBER PRESS 

The Gardener's Guide to Growing Penstemons 
by David Way and Peter James 

hardcover $29.95 
(PLUS $5.50 SHIPPING AND HANDLING) 

© 1998 
0-88192-424-5 
160 pp 
55 color photos 
23 line drawings 
7 x 91,' 

, Call and ask for our 
free catalog of books 
for gardeners or visit 
our web site! 

F ifty-five gorgeous pho­

tographs show off the 

wonderful range of 

colors of these graceful peren­

nials. Horticulturist David 

Way and botanist Peter James, 

both penstemon fans living 

in the U. K. , have created an 

authoritative book applicable 

for both beginning and 

advanced gardeners here and 

in Europe. It includes infor­

mation on the botany and his­

tory of penstemons, cultiva­

tion, propagation, pests and 

diseases, companion plant 

selection, and use of penste­

mons as cut flowers. A survey 

of species and a comprehen­

sive encyclopedic listing of 

cultivars round out the 

detailed information. 

TIMBER PRESS. INC. 
133 S.w. Second Avenue 
Suite 450 
Portland. Oregon 97204 

PHONE 

1-800-327-5680 
1-503-227-2878 
FAX 

1-503-227-3070 

E-MAIL 
orders@timber-press.com 

WORLD WIDE WEB 
www.timber-press.com 





The Colo, Slide CoUection 

The American Penstemen Society has twe excellent collections of coler slides for 
loan te its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage to you 
will be paid by the APS; the return postage, plus insurance, by you. One set 'Of slides 
has been assembled principally te fit the needs of garden clubs and other 'Organizations. 
The ether set is fer people who wish te learn the different species 'Of penstemens and is 
designed especially te shew the botanical points relied en fer identification. Slide 
pregram cannet be sent outside the US. To request a loan, please write: 

Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Piil.onero, Santa Fe NM 87505 

The Lib,lIIY 

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may beborrewed free 'Of 
charge for two weeks, and for ten cents fer two additional weeks. The Society pays the 
postage te the member, and the member pays the return postage. For a loan, please 
write: Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Piil.enere, Santa Fe NM 87505. 

New available frem the library: 
Bulletin of the American Penstemon SOCiety, 1946-present. 

One issue borrowed at a time. 
Studies in Penstemon by Ralph Bennett. 

No.1, Habroanthus; No.2, Dasanthera; No.3, Eastern Spedes; 
No.4, Anularius; No.5, Aurator. One number at a time. 

History of the American Penstemon Society 
Manual for Beginners with Penstemon 
The California Penstemons by Percy C. Everett 
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden SOCiety, special Penstemon number 
Penstemon in Your Garden by Glenn Viehmeyer 
The National Horticultural Magazine, special 1951 Penstemon number 

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 

Penstemon Notes. 1991. Miscellaneous notes on the genus. $3.00 
Penstemon Field Identifier. A sketch book of about 260 species, arranged geographically. 

Postpaid (US/Canada), $12.00; overseas, $15.00 
Penslemon Nomenclature. 1989. Lists all known botanical names applied to the genus. 

Postpaid (US/Canada), $4.00; overseas, $5.00. Now OUT OF PRINT; REPRINTED IN FUTURE. 
Key to the Genus Penstemon. Sections treated cover 271 species and 15 related species in 

five other genera. $5.00 
What is a Penstemon? Slide show of Penslemon. Rental; you pay for return. $5.00 

Slide program cannot be sent outside the US 

For further information, write Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University Street, 
Eugene OR 97403. Make checks payable to Kenneth Lodewick. 
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