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Message from the APS President

by Louise Parsons

Greetings, Penstemon-People, the world over. Please allow me to introduce myself. | live
and garden in Corvallis, Oregon, where my surveying work takes me to remote areas. My plant
interests are quite broad, but penstemon have long been a favorite, though many species are a



challenge in our rich soil and mild climate. | would love to hear from each of you (e-mail
address below). Ideas, suggestions, critique, and of course, penstemon stories of both
successes and failures, all are welcome. Though increasing in popularity, penstemons still hold
untapped potential for breeding and for use in diverse landscape spots. City landscapers here in
Corvallis have gained an appreciation for pents ability to bloom heavily all summer in some
highway island plantings.

There are so many folks in the APS who deserve our deepest and ongoing thanks. We all
owe a debt of gratitude to Jim Swayne and his helpers for another fine seed exchange. As if to
say, AYeah!@, some of my treasures are already germinating! A hearty thanks goes to all who
take time out of busy lives to share their thoughts and observation in the Robins. Even with all
of the color, buzz, and excitement of the Internet, the robins remain a vital part of the APS. A
mountain of thanks to Dale for his steadfast bulletin editing. We are very fortunate to have
talent such as Ginny Maffitt’s in organizing what promises to be a splendid Oregon Annual
Meeting in June. Ginny has a garden with an impressive number of species. She has shared her
enthusiasm and keen knowledge of penstemon in colorful slide talks. | hope that as many of
you can make it to Oregon as possible. We are also deeply appreciative that Bob McFarlane has
stepped forward with an inspiring proposal to organize an annual meeting in northern
California for 2005, which we will hear more about in the future. | mention but a few of the
many who deserve our thanks. There is always a cadre of wonderful folks who work diligently
and quietly behind the scenes. Where would we be without the steady work of our board and
officers and without the old timers who offer so much wisdom and support?

Our congratulations to Dale Lindgren and Ellen Wilde on the publication of the new
penstemon book, Growing Penstemons: Species, Cultivars, and Hybrids, published June, 2003,
ISBN 0- 7414-1529-1, USS$ 17.95

The work can be ordered at:
Infinity Pub. Co
519 West Lancaster Avenue
Haverford, PA 19041-1413
www.buybooksontheweb.com

| reviewed this on Penstemon-L and have received steady e-mails of inquiry. In a show of
interest, that review is propagating itself, in being re-printed in some native plant society
newsletters and other venues. Thus the word about penstemons continues to spread. And
speaking of Penstemon- L, all with an interest in penstemons are invited to subscribe to this list-
serve. The easiest way is to write to me at: parsont@peak.org
Note that this e-mail mis-spells my last name!

We are so grateful for Utrecht University Botanic Gardens for their generous support of this list-
serve, running on a non-commercial and entirely spam-free site. It would be expensive if the penstemon
community were to otherwise support a discussion list of this type.

Though it will be some weeks into the new year when you read this, my wish remains for a 2004
filled with peace and with penstemons of course.

Louise



Growing Penstemons

by Clare Hafferman

(Editor’s note - Reprinted with permission form the Senior News, Great Falls, Montana. Clare
writes a humorous, gardening column six times a year for the Senior News.)

Knowing that many of you have been hauling hoses, inhaling smoke and praying for rain,
while others have suffered losses irreversible and crushing in this summer of Montana’s
burnout, | searched for a subject that might divert your attention. Let me tell you about
growing Penstemons and the difference between people who attend Penstemon conventions
and myself.

For most of my life, | have been a joiner. | wouldn’t ever tie a yellow ribbon to a freestanding
object, and even wearing name badges while in a group, sets my teeth on edge. Go ahead, it’s
your privilege, just grant me the freedom not to.

Then | must confess three years ago | read an article about the American Penstemon Society
and decided to join. Let me put that in Capital Letters. It only costs ten dollars a year, and |
joined only to trade and receive seeds from other Penstemon growers. When | got my first
bulletin and a pamphlet on how to grow these flowers, | realized | had thrown my saddle in
with a bunch of waddies who really wanted to catch broncs!

In the Manual for Beginners were implicit instructions including learning Penstemons by
groups, such as Section Elmigera, Habroanthus and Anularius, if you wanted to be that serious.
There were paragraphs on culture, growing from seed, three mixes to use in doing so, a note of
caution on certain kinds of fertilizer and following this, the types of Penstemon recommended
for beginners. There was a Secretary to handle correspondence and many other details and
one kind soul who directed the exchange of seeds among members. For all | knew, there were
many kind souls because it was soon apparent that unknown to gardeners like myself, these
flower aficionados dug in many places, and some of them gathered annually to trek up canyons,
hills and dales in search of rare, elusive and sometimes, even common Penstemon species.

In 2002, the American members were invited to head for southern Utah, a state known for
about 70 listed varieties, and in addition to their main quarry, it was mentioned they might see
Astragalus, Erigenums and cactus. Lost me on the first two, but | do know cactus. They were to
meet in Moab, Utah for the annual meeting with a keynote speaker and then the travel route
included some beautiful desert country in Monument Valley, Capitol Reef National Park, Bryce
Canyon and ending up in Panguitch. Members were encouraged to continue on their own the
next day to Zion or up over Cedar Breaks. Having digested that information, | knew these were
gardeners devoted to a cause.

This year’s bulletin contained a literal cliff hanger: the story of a man, so immersed in
searching for and identifying Penstemons that he often traveled on foot, with a pack mule to
carry his gear, into most inhospitable territory. Through sandstorms, drenching cloudbursts,
wrong directions and rocky outcrops, he weathered on to benefit those who now can grow
some plants that he discovered. | knew then that | was not your typical Penstemon Society



member and hoped no one would discover how little | could lay claim to in knowledge of these
examples of the Figwort family.

Before this, | had grown Rocky Mt. Penstemon from seed, and it flourished in my wildflower
patch. It's an easy grower. Then one year on our way to the well-known Lawyer’s Nursery sale,
held around Memorial Day weekend near Thompson Falls, | saw a group of Penstemon |
recognized. Usually I’d seen them growing straight out of talus slopes, with little or no
moisture, lifting fragile blue wands to the sky. | dug a few and two years later, they were in
bloom on my slope. I've always referred to this chunk of my blue heaven as “those Lawyer
Penstemons.” That saved me from getting too familiar with Latin phrases.

Once my dues reached the till, | received a list of seeds | might choose from, and along with
being devoted to their cause, the Penstemon people were generous. | marked away and soon
received several packets. | didn’t want to go the three kinds of mixes and the greenhouse
route, so my planting operation was simple - into the dirt, water and mulch it with bark chips. |
marked each dig with a wooden stake and indelible ink. Not too scientific, which is probably
why, the next spring, | didn’t see sprout one.

This year | was out there weeding and in one spot was a gorgeous, fuchsia-colored
Penstemon! No mistaking for anything else, and it seemed to have sprung up like Aphrodite
from the seashell. There was no identifying label. Nor were there any labels by two other tall,
one-stalked light blue Penstemons that came to view. Odder yet, what were these seven or
eight beautiful white, and two dark purple airy-appearing plants with little tubular-shaped
flowers wafting in the breeze? No label by them, either, but could they be?

They could. Because | had saved an old duplicate seed order form to remember what | had
marked and with some reading | knew these last examples were Penstemon Cardwelli, a variety
named, “John Bacher”, noted as being easy to raise with seed that come true. Not only that
admirable quality, but this particular member of the group stayed in bloom almost the rest of
the summer, and once it quit blooming, produced a little cornucopia containing seeds easy to
gather.

So what have | learned from all this? Perhaps it would help to be more specific, and there
might be times to keep your name badge handy for identification, but otherwise, isn’t it nice to
be surprised by an occurrence you didn’t expect? It's what keeps us gardening, isn’t it?

2004 Annual American Penstemon Society Meeting
by Ginny Maffitt, Sherwood, OR

ATTENTION ALL AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY MEMBERS—TRAVEL PLANS TO THE NORTHWEST ARE
UNDERWAY FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING/TOUR, JUNE 14-16, 2004

Arrive in Portland, Oregon on June 13, Sunday evening. If you have enough daylight come out to my
penstemon garden in Sherwood (a 30 minute trip from downtown). Early the next morning, June 14",
we’ll meet at the Leach Botanical Garden for a quick tour, going on to Edgefield Manor’s “largest
troughs in the world” (about 20 x 6” each!). Then we’ll enter the (National Scenic Area) Columbia Gorge
stopping at two waterfalls, then lunch at a 50 sq. mile lava flow on the Washington side of the river.



This place is loaded with penstemons! We'll travel on to a nursery specializing in native seed-grown
flora and stay the night in The Dalles, OR. The evening meeting will likely feature Jerry Igo, Gorge
flower specialist and Lewis and Clark historian at a local museum.

The next day, June 15", we’ll see more Gorge pents, then take the Mt. Hood highway, stopping for
flowers of course. Lunch will be at historic Timberline Lodge at 6000" with a five mountain view south
into the Cascades. An easy, 2-mile round trip hike on the famous Pacific Crest Trail should net us more
species in bloom. Alternately, you could stroll around near the trailhead, enjoying the montane flora
and wild rhodies in bloom. At about 3500’, we would enjoy the flora on a marvelous cliff face (after only
skirting a few snow banks).

After a quick buffet dinner on the way back to Portland, we’ll meet at the Berry Botanic Garden.

We’'ll tour through the largest rock garden in Oregon, seeing rare species, the carnivorous plant
collection and original woodland on 6 acres. We can conduct a business meeting and share members’
slides of more penstemons in the lovely Visitor’s Center.

For those with one more day to spend, early on June 16, we’ll stop at Joy Creek Nursery on the
Columbia River (amazing perennial collection), Chris Ebrahimi’s garden, and then drive on to Mt. St.
Helen’s Volcano Monument. The rest of the day will be spent wandering the trails and museums. It
may be too early (and high) for penstemon bloom, but at least 3 species are there.

Returning to Portland, David and Donna Hale’s species garden will be open, consisting primarily of
South American seed-grown plants from their many visits to 12-15,000’ elevations. We can catch dinner
nearby, before departing for motels or airlines.

A nominal sign-up fee will be charged covering museum charges and administrative costs—TBA. To
expedite driving and parking in both metropolitan and wilderness areas, we need to limit ourselves to 20
vehicles, so carpooling would be a necessity—we can then accommodate about 80 folks. Registration
will open January 1, 2004, on a first-registration in, first accommodated basis. Anyone in the Metro area
volunteering to help would be greatly appreciated—let me know ASAP! Ginny Maffitt, 265 SE Sunset
Blvd., Sherwood, OR, 97140, email: Maffitt@hevanet.com

CD REVIEW

by Robert C. McFarland, Denver, CO
(APS and NARGS member)

PENSTEMONS: AN INTERACTIVE GUIDE WITH PHOTOS
WILLIAM R. GRAY

Price $25.00 at cyberflora@xmission.com

If you love penstemons you need this program. It is a very useful addition to the library of anyone
who loves penstemons. It is just the thing to browse on a cold winter’s day when you’re thinking of all
the wonderful plants you’re going to see and grow next spring. It was created as a companion to the
recently published, “Growing Penstemons; Species, Cultivars and Hybrids” by Dale Lindgren and Ellen
Wilde (Infinity Publishing, Haverford, PA 02003). It has over 800 photographs including 222 of the 284
listed species of penstemons plus many cultivars and hybrids, all in breathtaking color. The computer
program is easy to install and easy to manipulate with simple clicks on icons to navigate.

Dr. Gray has transferred much of the information from the Lindgren/Wilde book along with most of
the slides from the American Penstemon Society slide collection into the data bases of the program and



more is expected as new photos are obtained and the program is updated. The data for each
penstemon species is arranged in card file format with one page devoted to each species. On that page
is shown general and cultivation information for the species, up to six photos and a map of most of
North America showing the state locations where the species can be found. In addition, there are a
number of other icons which can be clicked on to do other things such as magnify the photos to full
screen size, obtain more detailed species information on anthers, staminode and botanical classification,
find cultivars developed from the species (primarily North American), write or retrieve personal notes
on the species and even add or retrieve your own photos of the species. | found that being able to view
the color photographs of a species right next to its description is very desirable and helpful in learning
how to identify it in the field. A nice feature of the magnified photographs is that the name of the
photographer is shown below each.

The program provides several ways to retrieve information. The simplest is to either enter the
species name or pull down a menu with all of the species names on it and click on the one you want.
There is also a clever and useful search and sort capability where you can sort penstemons by color or
state. For example, to find all of the red penstemons found in Colorado | simply clicked on Colorado,
Red and Search and up came a list with more names that | had remembered. The list shows the
botanical name, common name, subgenus, section and subsection for each species. A simple click on a
blue button next to the species name takes you immediately to the species page described in the last
paragraph.

Another feature that | found very useful is the ability to print the species page including one user-
selected photo. This is easily done and useful for field, and in my case, garden identification, by being
able to take the photos to the plants.

In addition to the descriptions of 284 penstemon species there are listings for 131 cultivars and
hybrids. The majority of these have been developed in the US and Canada. The large number of
European developed cultivars and hybrids are not available in this program. The author states that
there are still sixty some species with no photos with many of these being from the Mexican species. No
doubt that if this program is successful the number of species with photos will increase and hopefully
we will finally have one single accessible source of photos and descriptions for all penstemon species —
and cultivars and hybrids as well.

The computer program comes on one CD and will load on either a Macintosh (System 8 or higher) or
Windows (Windows 98 or higher) operating system with at least 25 megabytes of free space on the hard
drive. linstalled the program on my computer with Windows 98 in just a couple of minutes with no
problems. The installation guide is located in the middle of the jacket cover and | found it reasonably
easy to follow. The basic installation stores the program on your hard drive and keeps the data bases
with the photos and descriptions on the CD. After installation, the program can be accessed by simply
double clicking the icon on the desktop of your computer. This is the manner in which | have used and
reviewed the program. As an alternate you may load the entire photo library on to your hard drive if
you have 150-200 megabytes of extra space to devote to it. If you do this you do not have to have the
CD in place when accessing the program. The author states that by copying the photos on to your hard
drive you get a faster and smoother display. | didn’t do this but found the basic installation quite
satisfactory.

Two very interesting features of this program are the ability to add your own photos and notes to any
species you wish. There is space for up to six additional photos per species. | found adding the notes
quite straightforward but did not try to add my own photos. To accomplish this requires one to scan
their photo into the correct format, then place it in a User Library APS photo folder and finally add it to
the appropriate species file. The resulting User Library photo folder, like the photo library provided with
the program, may or may not be copied on to your hard drive.



This program, written in a very professional manner by Dr. Gray, owes an enormous debt to Ellen
Wilde and her encyclopedic knowledge of penstemons and careful maintenance of the APS slide
collection for many years.

The CD is available directly from the author and from the following:
1.APS Book and CDs, c/o Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pinonero, Santa Fe, NM 87505
2.Utah Native Plants Society, www.unps.org.
3.Save Our Canyons, www.saveourcanyons.org

Dr. Gray states that part of the proceeds from CD sales will go to the work of the APS.

Book Review: New Penstemon Book from the American Penstemon
Society

by Louise Parsons, Corvallis, OR

Growing Penstemons: Species, Cultivars, and Hybrids
compiled by Dale Lindgren and Ellen Wilde

Published June, 2003 ISBN0O-7414-1529-1

USS$ 17.95

Infinity Pub. Co

519 West Lancaster Avenue

Haverford, PA 19041-1413
www.buybooksontheweb.com

What a team of penstemon enthusiasts! Dr. Dale Lindgren, professor of horticulture at the
University of Nebraska, has served as president of the APS. He is a highly-experienced grower and
breeder of penstemons, with several outstanding (and widely-grown) named selections to his credit.
Ellen Wilde has gardened for more than 60 years and is an enthusiast of native plants. She considers all
penstemon native. She directed the seed exchange of the American Penstemon Society and currently
manages the library and slide collection. The book has a unique "hands-on" approach that utilizes the
collective experience of members of the APS. It is especially readable, with an easy- flowing style. It is
refreshingly free of jargon but all necessary jargon is explained. Although there are no photos inside the
book, the soft 8 by 11-inch glossy color cover has a dazzling collection of about 30 penstemon portraits.

The book begins with a history of the APS and penstemon cultivation. Immediately preceding the
description of species is a handy, well-illustrated, primer of penstemon terminology. This book contains
a very thorough listing of hybrids, linking them especially well with their species parents. The chapter on
cultivation reflects a huge collective growing experience. Chapters on propagation and breeding serve
both to encourage experimentation and promote success in growing. There are 8 very handy appendices
covering both wild and nursery grown sources for seeds and plants, a master classification, a list of
gardens featuring penstemons to visit, judging criteria for flower shows (very welcome to be sure!), and
a listing of other penstemon books. One appendix that is sure to be highly valued is the list by region of
species and hybrids suggested for beginners. The list by state and province of native species is
indispensable. How many times have garden people told me that they get overwhelmed because "all
penstemons look alike". Such lists encourage the non-specialist to sort things out, relax, and begin to
enjoy the details. The book is illustrated with line drawings and helpful diagrams.

A CD collection of penstemon photos will be sold separately, with the intent to expand the collection.
It will cost $25.00, plus $3.00 for shipping. A "Portfolio of Penstemon Species" will also be offered



separately for $12.00. It will contain full page photos of over a hundred species arranged in alphabetical
order. "Growing Penstemons" fits extremely well into the wonderful suite of penstemon books
published in recent years. It is highly valued for the wealth of practical growing tips, with a concise and
well-organized presentation. While the coverage is thorough enough for any true-blue penstemaniac, |
also especially recommend this book to non-specialist folks such as extension staff, nursery-people,
garden clubs, and libraries, for both its readability and breadth.

Robin F (Cross Country)

Virginia Carlson, Fullerton, CA
February 28, 2003

Shirley wrote on Desert Bighorn sheep stationery; My father-in-law and | saw bighorn sheep once
several years ago at the Phoenix zoo or nature park. We arrived around 8:00 a.m. and saw them. A
school bus pulled into the parking lot, and | turned around, no sheep in sight. | was in Alaska once and
was driven around, but we didn’t see the Dall sheep there. This has been a weird winter here. We have
had a couple of spells of Santa Ana winds with temperatures up to 90° and a lot of nights down in the
low 40s and even high 30s a couple of times. We finally got some rains so we are nearly normal now,
almost twice what we got last year. The plants are so confused with the weather that they are blooming
early or twice. My Banksia rose bloomed early then was dried off by the winds and is now in bloom
again. The wisteria usually blooms later but is in bloom now. The Magnolia soulangeana ‘Alexandria’
bloomed late December and early January, about a month early, then after the rains came and it had
started to leaf out, the dormant buds came out so we had flowers and foliage. We had over 3 inches in
the last storms.

No penstemons are in bloom yet, but | have planted seed of P. pennellianus which | never heard of
before. | got the seed from the NARGS exchange. Both the Fullerton College and Cal. State University
Fullerton Arboretum have quite a few penstemons for sale, mostly cultivars, but some species. | have
some in my yard. | work at both venues at sales as a ‘Plant Specialist’, which means | give advice about
plants and what to put where, but don’t handle money. A lot of Master Gardeners work at the
Arboretum and some at the college also. Both have quite a few natives, ceanothus, manzanitas and
others, especially sages. Because we will have limited supplies and higher water bills as the subdivisions
grow, we push more drought tolerant plants.

We have had some rain finally, and a little more expected tomorrow, so we are almost up to normal.
The snow pack is good also. Lots are getting smaller in the county as more homes are built so there will
be less water used for lawns.

| needed to have some new rafters put under my wisteria vine over the patio, so finally found a
construction company who sounded capable and reasonable. | had the rafters painted and then
went on to have the trim painted the same color and then the house tex-coted a Miami peach
color, then gutters, so the beds near the house were pretty well trampled. | dug out some
things before they started but a few things took a beating. Then | decided to make the bed on
the street side of the house more of a yellow to red scheme which meant moving some of the
pinks and blues out and orange and peach and yellow in. | left some blue perennials and some
creamy white. My terraces lost some tags when | had the ash tree trimmed around New Years,
and we had Santa Ana winds at that time also. Some things which are doing very well there are
the heucheras. | have some native, some hybrids or named cultivars and five or six of the red or



purple leafed ones such as ‘Purple Petticoats’, ‘Amethyst Mist’ and others. They don’t seem to
mind the tree roots under the surface. At the Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Gardens in
Claremont, there is an old oak tree near the entry with a carpet of heucheras beneath it. | have
a tiarella and a ‘heucherella’, cross between the two species. | also have a lot of bulbs in bloom,
narcissus earlier, then jonquils and the bluebells or scilla or endymions are starting. | have some
blue fescue tufts, some sedges, deschampias and some primroses for color. Most of the
cyclamens have bloomed but the foliage is still profuse and interesting. The project manager for
the refurbishing is from Holland, and when he saw the cyclamens in bloom last August or
September, he said, “They aren’t supposed to grow here. They need the right soil and amount
of sun and soil and drainage.” | just said that | grew them from seed and they were several
years old. | have C. coum, graecum, Persicum, hederifolium and rolfsianum. | have some
seedlings of C. trochanteropterum which | think are being renamed to C. alpinum. Most of
them are reseeding.

Shirley and John Parr: | haven’t read ‘Longitude’ yet but | read one about finding the
continent to the South. Australia wasn’t found to be a continent until very late, the Dutch finally
sailed around enough to know that it wasn’t just more Indonesian Island. | have also read “Ice
Age”, which predicates a periodicity to ice ages depending on how far we are from the sun in
our elliptical journey around the sun, the tilt of the polar axis which and another factor. Can’t
find the book right now, | may have given it to one of my sons.

Don: | don’t know of anyone growing Galanthus here, but | do grow Leucojums, both the L.
aestivum and L. autumnale. They naturalize easily. Don’t need full sun either. The hoop
petticoats don’t get enough chilling to do well here. | have a few “Ice Follies” in bloom and
jonquils, and will have some Poeticus later on. The large trumpet ones don’t come back unless
dried off in summer. | am not familiar with the farkle berry, is it related to cranberries,
blueberries or whortleberries? We have cotoneasters and pyracanthas here which naturalize
and the birds love them even though they are not native. My ceanothus are in bloom now and
had a few blooms in the Arctostaphylos, hope to get some Little apples which manzanita
translates to. The book on fragrant foliaged herbs sounds interesting. How nice to be able to
research at the Smithsonian library! Apparently lomatiums grow in rocky or stony, dry areas.
Yes, | have grown Tagetes lemmoni, it is sometimes referred to as Mexican tarragon. | always
thought the Int. Peace Garden was full of peonies.

John Roden: | have grown P. eatonii but it proved to be monocarpic with me. | am sure you
are enjoying your greenhouse. | never had one in Minnesota, but it would have been nice. |
have sown some seed outside, but with the night temperatures at around 40, they won’t
germinate very fast. This should be a good wildflower year in the desert as we had a lot of rain
late last year, and more this spring.

John Parr: | shall have to look up your web site. The black bears should help take care of the
excess deer populations. We don’t have deer here as | am 7 miles north of Disneyland, but my
son and granddaughter have problems with them in Kensington and El Cerrito and north of
Berkeley. Part of the East Bay Regional park is over the ridge from Alan’s place. | have
opossums and raccoons here and the coyotes come around at night I’'m sure. | have been
enjoying the migrating bird population which sits in the pomegranate tree and comes down to
eat bread crumbs or cracked corn. The crows come in also but | don’t appreciate them, and
they chomp on some plants for salad. They had nested in the ash tree for several years but this




year | had an arborist whose men are well trained to lace out and shorten a tree without ruining
its shape. They took out most of the forking branches by cutting off the larger one. The crows
sat around pouting for a while but | think will go back to the eucalyptus trees on the bridle path.
They still sit on my electrical lines.

Richard Myrick: Weren’t there any weddings in the gazebo area? We have a lot of outdoor
weddings here and some take place at the gazebo at the Arboretum. | have a maidenhair fern
in my garden (I have a lot of shade), and | had a gardenia but donated it to the garden for the
blind Children’s Learning Center in Tustin. They have children there from 6 months to 6 years.
Our garden club planted and maintains the garden. Lantanas come in all sizes now, there are a
lot of very low growing yellow ones along the off-ramps of the Riverside freeway which bounds
Fullerton on the south side. | have a granddaughter at Colby, she can do a lot skiing this winter.
The college closes for Christmas vacation and doesn’t open until the end of January. Probably
saves a lot of fuel bills. The students must take something useful three of the four years.

Nellie: My sisters live in Bloomington, Minnesota and get your weather a couple of days
later. It was a strange winter, but has gotten very cold lately. They have also gotten some much
needed snow. | remember grasshoppers from Minnesota. If you usually have low humidity, you
may not get as many mosquitoes as we did in Minn. We have a few out here, but mosquito fish
in ponds and some spraying keeps them to a minimum. | do get crane flies or mosquito hawks
in the house sometimes. | don’t think my two cats ever killed a mouse, but they caught one a
couple of times and played with them in the house until they got away that we had to catch
them and kill them. Better to catch them than to use the warfarin bait. | have a surge
suppressor on the line leading to the computer, but it might not have prevented damage on the
computer when lighting struck so close.

Time to work on my income tax. | will get this mailed tomorrow when | go out for the Farmer’s
Market. We have about 25 vendors who come to a park near a school. They are all certified,
etc., and | am on the board. Good fresh veggies and fruit, honey and flowers.

John Roden, Lima, MT

March, 2003

Cyclamens have done well in the greenhouse this winter. | have cilicius, roam and hederafolium.
Primrose are doing a great display now. A Penstemon parryi did well all winter, but now folded up. We
are getting a little moisture, but the Lima Dam doesn’t have much water behind it.

Donald: | was thinking about the fragrant leaved plants which have caught my attention. There is a
mint which grows in a clump in the limestone skree where Penstemon montanus grows. It’s about a foot
tall and half that wide. | crush one leaf and that is all | want. | figure the smell is a defense against mule
deer.
| found Cynopteris hendersonii high on the centennial divide. It has a strong but pleasant fragrance. |
wanted a sample for my garden. The seeds had blown away, and the plant grows in cracks in the rock.
It’s been so dry | wonder if they are still alive. | know the limber pine in that region are a disaster.

Virginia: You mentioned big horn sheep. There is excellent habitat about 15 minutes from here.
Sheep were planted and doing very well. Then they all died. About 30 miles up the creek there are
domestic sheep which likely put lungworm in the water. Domestic sheep do not die from lungworm.

John Parr: | got a buck whitetail with archery in September. He wasn’t trophy size but you have to
start somewhere. | had a doe license also. The does had been educated. They would line up near dark



and all run past me. | did not have room in the freezer for an elk, so | wasn’t disappointed. | did see a
black bear near an elk wallow. If he could talk he might have said, “this is my ambush site.”

Richard: You don’t appreciate white pines. They are a lovely tree and good for lumber. When | was
hunting in Wisconsin | robbed a red squirrel of his white pine cones. He gave me a piece of his mind. |
wound up in lllinois with 2000 small pine trees. | had to use a fungicide to succeed. We soon moved
from there.

Shirley: You have Fritularia pudica. | have found one spot here with a few of them. | got seed from
Ron Ralko and now have a dozen one leafers. | do most lily family seeds the same way. | put themin a
short bottle. | half fill the bottle with wet peat, then put the seeds on top of the peat, and screw on the
lid. | put the jar under the bench in the greenhouse and look at it once in a while. The next spring, when
they want to grow, | put them in a pot. | have a lot of mortagon lily hybrids which have taught me
patience. The first year put up one leaf.

The snow has melted in my garden. Penstemon eatonii looks good. P. hallii looks good. P.
heterophyllus looks good, but there are only a few left. Cardinallis did not do well. | have better ones in
the greenhouse. Some cardwellii look good. Rostroflorus did not winter well. They tried to bloom in
autumn and spent themselves.

Nellie: I like that yellow cushion flower. Are your pents strictus?

John Parr, Kennesaw, GA
April, 2003

As another gardening year gets underway, there is a fair amount to report. Crocus and daffodil have
come and gone, “Pot-o-gold” is putting forth a bright yellow show, and the tulips are getting ready to
put on a brightly colored display. Many of the penstemons have over wintered in green and are already
putting forth new leaves in anticipation of the upcoming season.

We have had a normal amount of rain so far this early season and the grass and garden are looking the
better for it. | applied lime and soil conditioner last week prepping for the lawnmower season. Fertilizer
will be applied in a few weeks, ahead of an approaching storm front.

The fishing season is in full swing, and I've included a few pictures taken while the club was at Lake
Eufaula. Located on the GA/ALA line just south of Columbus, Georgia. I've also included a picture of a
pot full of Amaryllis. The story behind these Amaryllis bulbs is quite interesting, my best friend’s
grandmother visited the Amazon at the turn of the century and brought back some of the grandparent
bulbs of those pictured. Each year | have a few babies develop, if you’d like a few, drop me a line and I'll
see how many | can share. All of my family members have pots full of the bulbs and are rewarded each
winter season with an impressive showing of salmon pink Amaryllis blooms.

Nellie Spicer: Quite a storm. My dog, “Buddy” follows me around like a shadow prior to and during a
storm. | also have to be aware of the possibility of a storm, Buddy has been known to ruin a door if he
believes that | am behind it when a storm hits. Two to be exact, so now | leave all doors ajar when | am
away.

Richard Myrick: Good news on the planning board and the gazebo, you really never know the outcome
when dealing with planning boards and other various local, state and national agencies. I’'m glad you
enjoyed the fractal sites, | find it fascinating, entering a mathematical formula and watching the end



result grow before your eyes. There are a few “free” fractal-generating programs available out on the
web to play with. “Fractal Forge” is one that comes to mind.

Donald Humphrey: Don, | also have many wild plants in my garden. Mostly “saves” from
developments in the area. Joe Pye Weed, Butterfly weed and native coreopsis (tickseed) to name a few.
| have been meaning to take a trip to the sand hills of central Georgia, find the native habitat of P.
multiflorus and take some snapshots. A limited amount of time and other pressing needs seem to stand
in my way. One day soon though.

Shirley Backman: Shirley, | did a little research on the book and subject matter in your letter. Here is
what | found. Two Frenchmen, Jean Baptiste, Joseph Delambre (1749-1822) and Pierre Mechain (1744-
1804) set off from Paris in 1792. Delambre headed north to Dunkirk and Mechain headed south to
Barcelona. Measuring the arc of the meridian to establish the length of a meter as 1:10,000,000th the
distance from pole to equator. | leave in the morrow to fish the state championship at Lake
Eufaula in south Georgia, returning Wednesday, when I’ll finish this letter and place in the mail
the next day.

Virginia Carlson: Please do look up the website. | believe you’ll find it informative and fun.
There are quite a few pages devoted to photos, my garden, travels, and vacation to England last
year, etc. We have had an abnormal amount of pollen this year, today our pollen count was
extremely height 4000+. It leads to many allergy sufferers to spend the season indoors. |
normally do not suffer, with an occasional exception.

John Roden: | have finally hunted in earnest, many year all | would do is go out o the tracking
days. | purchased a black powder rifle and enjoyed many a day in the woods late this fall-early
winter. | had a chance to bag a deer, but | froze! Just sat there and looked at a fine 4-point
specimen. | also had one walk up on me, but he got wind of me before | could pull down a bead
and shoot.I'll end here and get the robin ready for the mail. Happy gardening and too you all a
good year. Here is my new e-mail address: parrjohn@bellsouth.net.

Nellie Spicer, McCord, Saskatchewan, Canada
July, 2003

Greetings to all of you south of the 49" parallel on your national celebration day! Did you
watch a fireworks display somewhere? First, the weather report. Dry now, after some
wonderful rain in late May and early June. The grass was tall and lush, the hills beautiful with
wildflowers in bloom, the crops are in, and the hay crops are being cut down. The trees are
looking wilted, the lush growth no longer has the rain. The lawn does not need cutting as often
this way though.

| was just back to Nanton for a week off before the camping season. Kids camp at Wood bria,
a camp on a small creek 50 km east of here. The camp is on the site of an NWMP fort, and the
site of one of the oldest rodeos in southern Saskathchewan. The people still built a canopy of
branches each year for sun protection for spectators at the rodeo events. The world champion
roping team lives south of Gantworth — part of this pasture charge.
The week | was at Nanton, we had 10 cm of rain. | worked in my wildflower garden between
showers, the weeds were really doing well. The area has been there for ten years now with the
plants reseeded and finding their own niche, not always where | had the original planting. The
weeding takes less time, but Kochia and tansy mustard still are a problem.



The Nanton penstemons were at their best this year! P. hirsutus was tall and the blooms
extra large. P. nitidus has reseeded beyond the actual area. P. albidus also has patches
throughout the flower bed. P. procerus and P. confertus have also reseeded. P. fruiticosus has
spread a very large patch and very healthy looking. P. albertanus has only reseeded very close
to the parent plant. The taller pents are growing together in a bank of blue, pink; you saw the
masses in the pictures. A blend of strictus (yes John) and venustus, all reseeding and spreading.
The Penstemons here at Walsh are making a comeback after last summer’s grasshopper attack.
| was surprised that P. albertinus came up and bloomed well from the remnants of last year’s
plants, as did procerus. P. nitidus has started from seed, and | have some P. albedius from a
ditch slope. Also, | see some seedlings of, | think either venustus or strictus standing and
possibly hirsutus — it has rather unique leaves. So, next year!

The caragana hedge grew vigorously: the sticks the hoppers but formed a hedge again, and
because of the rain grew so fast that one of the neighbors came and trimmed it down while |
was back in Nanton. It really looks good, although drying now.

| return to this letter after some very busy days. Many of the clergy in southeastern and
southwestern Saskatchewan are on holiday time so the ones of us here cover in case of pastoral
emergencies, funerals or emergency hospital visits. | have done 3 funerals in the last 3 days.

| have started some trees here on the manse property and have had the small square grass
bales from ditch mowing hauled in and put around the tree bases for mulch; both to hold
moisture and to control weeds. Most of the trees are showing growth, so perhaps in 40 years
there will be some trees here.

Also, | have built a rock area, just rocks. Some of the rocks here are very flat and smooth,
perfect for making a rock garden. When someone asked what | had planted, | said, “Rocks!”
The rocks are marked with what looks like etchings, but they are part of the rock formation
itself. There was an old tree stump in one rock pile so | hauled it home and put it in the rock
area. When | looked out later a gopher (Richardson’s ground squirrel) was sitting on one of the
rocks as if it were claiming the area.

There has been some mention of Lomatium and Cymopterus in your letters. | have Cymopterus
acaulis (Pursh) Rof. in my yard at Nanton. The other parsley family member in my yard there is
Musinean dirancitum (Pursh) Neth. — it has reseeded itself there and is a part of the garden
there.

Shirley: Believe me, | have a surge protector on the computer now! Also, after having had a
virus, | now also have Norton Antivirus installed as well. The turner in the picture is the
remaining part of our old windmill to draw water from the well. Now we have an electric pump
for the well.

John Roden: The yellow plant in the picture is Colorado rubber weed. Hymeanis richardsonii
(Haab.) Cockerill. It has self-seeded in various patches in the yard. Spring iron plant also does
well there.

Virginia: We do not seem to be as troubled by mosquitoes right here, but at Thompson Lake
people say the beasties are voracious. When we watch TV to see what the weather will be we
watch Medicine Hat, we often get weather from that direction and yes, the weather is often in
Minnesota within 48 hours.

Richard: The air is the usual summer dry here now. | now appreciate it much more. The
house has windows on all 4 directions so | just use the wind for air conditioning.



Don: | can understand the removal of a huge hedge for plant space! | wanted to remove
some caraganas, however this is not my property so they stayed. | had them cut to the ground
and now they really do look rather nice.

John Parr: The alligator?, croc? is your picture is huge. To me they are an exotic, from an
image | have seen only in pictures. How big are the beasts anyway!

Richard Myrick, Washington, D.C.
August, 2003

We've had 3 weeks of terrible muggy weather which has created havoc with all our
northern New England plants. Oddly the only things that did well were the Delphiniums (Magic
fountains). Some “far out” bedding plants like Gerberas did fine at first, but as the heat and
humidity increased, they looked worse and worse. The one thing that really shone was the flag
pole which we “planted” in a new spot, and it is thriving.
There are lots of deer running all over the place, but this year | have found some motion
detectors which put out a very high pitch sound which the deer don’t seem to like. | cannot
hear the sound, but my great niece, who is 15, had to cover her ears whenever we were in the
spot where these devices were operating. In the meantime, after dealing with the marauders
in the Deer Isle Planning Board, we are now faced with two new crises. This little island I’'m on is
connected to the mainland by a suspension bridge with a design very similar to the ill-fated
Tacoma Narrows bridge. The topic of bridges has become a focal point because another bridge,
nearby, which goes to Bucksport, has been declared unsafe for heavy trucks. Plans are
underway to replace it. This problem has awakened critics of our Deer Isle bridge who claim
that it is also unsafe. As a result all manner of serious looking engineers are conducting various
tests. We are nervously awaiting the results. | can’t decide whether I'd rather be here in my
house or on the mainland if the bridge goes.

The second crisis concerns the West Nile Virus. Ordinarily we don’t pay much attention to
that problem, but authorities recently found two dead birds in Stonington, the other village on
this island, who were victims of this disease. It is transmitted by mosquitoes which in this
muggy weather are numerous.

I am now thinking about planting some pents in a little garden where | sort of advise them
about what to do. When | see those pictures of pents thriving in sandy soil in the highlands of
New Mexico, it makes me wonder about our often foggy and rainy climate here. I’'m considering
hirsutus ‘Pygmaeus’ and another listed only as ‘smallii’. Any suggestions?

Donald Humphrey, Falls, Church, VA
October, 2003

This will be my last letter. | turn 75 this week, and I’'m getting the house and grounds
spruced-up to sell. We will probably move to the Columbus, OH area where our daughter lives
(and our two grandchildren). | told my wife, Lois, that | want a single-story ranch house on a
large, open lot where | can grow vegetables. No big trees, no borders or rock gardens to
maintain. A few fruiting shrubs for the birds and that’s about it.



Vegetables have always been my passion, but our yard is too shady for them. We have 15 tulip
trees over 100’ tall. So I'm looking for sunshine. | will miss the group’s letter, but | don’t expect
to be growing penstemons so | will have nothing to contribute, and the robin will fly around
sooner.

Best wishes to all of you in all of your gardening activities and in your lives.

Shirley Backman, Reno, NV
October, 2003

We haven’t had a killing frost yet, but the garden has dried up except for the zucchini, and
the peppers are green but wilted. | have never had a worse vegetable garden. | turned off the
water and brought in three tomato plants that had some green fruit on them. The ground
squirrels like them just as they are turning color, as we do. The underground squirrels left us a
little more than half of the beet roots | brought in before | turned the water off. They only
nibbled at the greens a little. | froze the greens and pickled the beets.

The squirrels loved melons and Armenian cucumbers and ate half a zucchini while only
nibbling on most. They have dug up all the lilies and have managed to find some tulips left over
from last year. The birds and rabbits may nibble at the herbs or even a stray dandelion, but the
squirrels even climb the apple trees — | guess the “ground” part of their name refers to where
they make their homes. They don’t seem to have attacked the penstemons. “Husker Red’
made it, and I’'m putting in some seeds from a hybrid that bloomed well, though I’'m not sure |
had it last year. The temperature this year has been so hot that working out doors after supper
was the only time of day when it was comfortable. The garden north of the house and the part
of the lawn south of it where the plants aren’t visible from the porch got neglected.
| had several penstemon plants put up leaves instead of blooming. | don’t remember that
happening before. “Midnight” bloomed and “Ruby” just up and died. “Sour Grapes” almost did
the same, but I’'m hoping against hope for a recovery. | seem to have lost the little gairdneri
that | had in a plastic cup, but it did bloom earlier this year, for the third or fourth year. | was
looking at a clump of pent. leaves close to the ground, and | thing they are the last gasp of the
cardinalis that was over my head in the first year, had shorter stems each year from then on,
and did not bloom this year. Hirsutus reseeded, and | hope it will keep on.

The wind is from the west today, but | think the fires in California are too far south for the
smoke to get here. We had a fire west of us earlier this summer, and we went to our daughter’s
house, maybe a quarter of a mile away, but it wasn’t really necessary. The fire just came over
the top of Peavine and sputtered down one gully, but it was put out before it did any damage.

We had a fairly good corn harvest, but some of the ears got the covering stripped away, and
when that happened the ear was filled with little black beetles. It happened last year too, but
the state has only one entomologist, and | never did find out what they were. This time Jeff
Knight happened to be in the county office, and he said they were lady beetles attacking the
mites that were attacking our corn. Anyway, they seemed to reproduce as fast as the mites,
and even with their help, we couldn’t save any corn that was attacked.

Virginia: | haven’t seen the Bighorn sheep in Nevada yet. Carl isn’t enthusiastic about leaving
the highway for animal viewing sites. You must be very near or in the heart of the fires. Today’s
papers didn’t have maps. How badly we need rain. We may even get snow — the paper predicts



a low of 33 tonight and down in the 20s tomorrow, but if we do there won’t be enough to do
much good. Carl hired some company to aerate and fertilize the lawn — they are supposed to
come today. But we’ll have to turn off the sprinklers, and | don’t know whether it will do much
good if we can’t follow up with water. | just found out what a mosquito hawk was last month
from our grandson, Lake, who lives next door. We don’t have nearly the insects we had in Mass.
or Arkansas. It’s probably been too dry here for mosquitoes for a few years. And we don’t have
earworms in the corn — thank goodness!

John R.: | put your method for growing lilies underneath the names of the ones | fed to the
ground squirrels. Perhaps keeping them in a pot is a good idea.

John P.: Loved the alligators but can’t find the amaryllis. | guess the alligators aren’t out to
eat your penstemons or lily bulbs, although if you have chickens, | understand one of them will
fill a gator up for some unbelievable amount of time. Yes, it seems amazing that they felt they
would come out with an accurate measurement that required a straight line. Hooray for
Delambre and Melbain!

Nellie: We can sit on our front lawn and watch a fireworks display in a local arboretum about
a mile and a half away. We also got a fair view of a display in the next town, Sparks. It’s nice to
be up on a hill. Oh, strictus is doing well in the garden edging the lawn, both the part I've
weeded and the section | still need to get to. Someone had a windmill near us, but they took it
to Arizona with them. They sold electricity to the power company. | think Carl would have liked
to have one here.

Richard: Penstemon digitalis probably has the best chance of any penstemon where you are
but smallii and hirsutus should come close behind. You might try glaber to get a more western
feel to your plants. The hybrids usually take more water than the species. That reminds me, P.
janishiae seems to be surviving in a bed that got no water this year. | don’t recommend that
one.

P.S. To my regret, Don is dropping out. | am adding Bobbie Irwin, who would like to be in a cross
country robin. You might use a sentence or two to tell her about yourself. | hope Don will find
something he wants to tell us about and send me a letter to put in the robin, after he gets
settled. There aren’t as many seeds as | thought, but they do take forever to clean so I'm
sending them.

| see from the Rock Garden Society Bulletin that Wayne Roderick has died. He used to complain
about cleaning penstemon seeds whenever Margaret Williams coaxed him into it. | think of
them every time | clean them.

Robin G
Erma Pilz, Alburqurue, NM
September, 2002

| have just discovered that during this year of 2002, | have somehow slipped up on sending my fee
for membership — so my letters in the Robin have been “illegal.” My apologies to everyone concerned.
You do know that the changes in my living have been radical and difficult and will continue so until my
life span has been attained, and my present age is accompanied by the to-be-expected hearing, seeing
and memory loss. | have been so bent on retaining my intellectual ability that | have neglected the more
mundane requirements, and | am not doing justice in providing information or food for thought in the



Robin. | will want to renew my membership in the coming year in the Penstemon Society. | want to
keep abreast of what is learned and what is going on, but with Jack’s giving up on “chairing” the Robin,
this seems the proper time to eliminate my name also.

Please know how much you have added to my list of the good things in my life. | will miss you all.
Thea and Kari have been a joy to my heart and so have Dee’s marvelous observations and information.
And | must add Jack Ferrari’s perception and understanding of what | have tried to say, even when |
failed to say it. | hope to meet you all again, if just through the Bulletin.

Thank you all so much for enriching my life.

P.S. Please find a way of continuing. | will reach the point of forgetting | have received it or forgetting to
send it on. There is so much good information sent by the others, it would be a shame to lose that.
Keep going!

Thea Unzner, Germany
December 15, 2002

Short time before Christmas, it isn’t the best season to tell about Penstemons or other wildflowers.
We have had frost for more than one week, minus 5°C one day to minus 15°C in the night, that’s indeed
very cold and unusual for this time. We usually have the lowest temperatures in January-February, so
there are no flowers in the garden — only one white Helleborus niger. It has opened its beautiful white
flowers just last week, but now the frost pushed them down, and | covered all with an old warm curtain.
Because we have no snow, the frost gets deep into the earth, and | fear, I'll lose again some plants
because of the cold. Many places in the rock garden | covered with branches of pines or firs or thuja, |
hope it will help a little against the frost.

In my small glass house, | have an electric stove with a thermostat that doesn’t let the temperature
become less than 4°C. Other pots with Fuchsias, Cassia, Hibiscus, Cacti, Rhemannia, Clivia, Passiflora,
etc. | have in my porch, in the guest room and in the celler. In the porch | have also some pots with the
last big-flowering Penstemon hybrids, which | dug out from the garden before the first frost came. Two
of them are still blooming, a white one with a red ring inside and a pink one with red lines in the throat.

| put all these Penstemon hybrids into pots and brought them inside, because experience has show,
they never are hardy in winter here, although the last winters were very mild. | had much joy this year
with 2 other wildflowers from America: Sphaeralcea fendleri and an orange Sphaeralcea species. Hope
they’ll survive the winter. Also from seeds, | have now some years Zizia aptera, and it is a nice large bush
blooming with many yellow umbels in spring and summer.

In the fall my garden was full with yellow flowers, nearly all from seeds from the USA: Rudbeckia
hirta, Dugaldia hoopesii, Ratibida,Grindelia, Heterotheca or Chrysopsis (I don’t know, which is the last
true name), Helenium montanum (seeds from Wyoming) the annual Helenium amarum from Arkansas
and some different Solidagos. From the NARGS seed exchange, | had seeds from Oenothera flava. Many
seedlings came up and made nice rosettes with deeply teethed leaved. | saw buds and was waiting for
the flowers, but | wasn’t able to see any of them. Then | noticed, that the buds only open when the sun
has disappeared and it was really dark. And in the early daybreak the flowers closed and were hanging
down as orange-brown lobes. | photographed these plants in the night with flash, but that wasn’t so
easy, because | didn’t see in the camera whether | have the flowers in the lens or not. You often have a
surprise when you grow plants from unknown seeds.



Kari: Friends told me that the summer in Scandinavia has been especially good in contrast to southwest
and southeast Europe, where big floods have caused so much damage. | can’t imagine how it would be if
masses of water covered my garden, but we saw lots of pictures of many destroyed gardens in the
south.

Dee: | had last spring some seeds you donated for the seed exchange and | have several plants of P.
wilcoxii and P. albertinus x wilcoxii. Some of them | planted into the American rock garden, the other
are still in pots. They are looking well, in contrast to other seedlings like P. grandiflorus and pennellianus.
| hope I'll see them next year in flower and have so much joy next year as you had with them this
summer.

| wish you all a nice wintertime, when you have much more time than in summer to read and study
plant books and have much joy looking at the photos to remember our last meeting in Utah.
| send 2 photos of the sunrise point in Bryce Canyon in Utah with this letter.

Dee Strickler, MT
March 5, 2003

Here it is in the dead of winter, and | am most anxious for spring and little green things to pop out of
the ground. We have had a very open winter with just a little snow on the ground, mostly turning to ice
after some warmer days. Right now it is snowing and beginning to pile up a little. We have had a few
nights with the temperatures below zero F, but mostly just freezing at night and thawing a little during
the day.

| only obtained seeds of eight species from the exchange last fall. Half the seeds from each packet |
planted in shallow rows in my garden. The other half | will soon start in pots in our green room. This year
| have been slow to sow in pots, because Claire had knee replacement, and | was busy being chief cook
and bottle washer. She is recovering nicely, but this knee is much more painful than either of her two
hip replacements. She says it will be a long time before she has the other knee done, if ever.
Perhaps my next letter will tell how well my seeds compared between planting outside and planting in
pots. Til then, best regards and good gardening.

Kari Wang Sweden
May 02, 2003

The mail from Thea arrived two days before Christmas, and | did not have much time to write then,
until our son went back to Minneapolis. By that time, we were busy preparing a trip to France, so the
writing was postpone a bit. There has not really been a lot happening here, gardening-wise. We came
back from France at the beginning of November, and it was already winter, snow, about 5 cm, covered
the ground, and it was cold. A lot of shrubs and trees had not dropped their leaves, and did not do so
until about a fortnight ago, when we had a mild spell and rain. In fact both November and December
were colder than normal, with a lot of snow, so skiing conditions have been wonderful, better than for
many years.

We have been down to France again for 10 days in January. It has now been decided we are going to
build a bedroom section onto the house. The drawings were finalized 3 weeks ago, and the architect
needed my husband’s signature before the drawings were sent off for approval. The French are very
particular when houses are built on to or altered, so that everything blends in with what is already
there. There are also limits to how much of the site can be used for a house and how close to the
neigbours we are allowed to go. When we were there, we also spent quite a few hours | the hills around
Vence. Mimosas were already in flower, so | was hoping to find Hepatica nobilis, but that failed.
However, there were hundreds of Crocus versicolor in the hills, from a pristine white form over to a



lovely two-coloured one, where the outer petals were almost white with fine mauvy lines, and the inner
petals a beautiful deep mauvy blue, lots of variation also in size and fullness of flowers. On the Sunday
we went for a walk on the south side of a mountain chain called Cheiron, looking for a path that should
go from a small village called Coursegoule to another small village called Greoliere. Along 1 km of this
path there is Crocuses everywhere. However, the path sort of petered out, and we decided to have a
look at our map. It was about lunchtime, and in the distance we had spotted a large flock of sheep,
about 300, with dogs and a shepherd looking after them. While we were standing there scrutinizing our
map, one of the dogs decided to come for inspection. He was quite large and came slowly up towards
us. He looked quite friendly, did not bark or show any signs of aggression. Meanwhile, we had sat down
to have our lunch. He came up to us, sniffed around a bit and then sank down next to me looking
longingly at my lunch pastry. Of course he got a few bites. When we packed our rucksack and rose to go
back, he slowly wandered back to his sheep to resume his duty.

One piece of information about Penstemons, believe it or not, in the middle of winter. Last autumn |
had two large pots with one Pent in each, the two being P. bracteatus, and | think the other P.
pachyphyllus v. congestus. The pots were moved inside the greenhouse in October and have stayed
there since. According to Robert Nold in his book on Penstemons, P. bracteatus is not an easy species, it
looks alive at the moment though, as does the other one. They have not been given any water, and
when the temperature outside drops below -10°C it freezes, they have had a plastic box covering them
to keep most of the light out, hoping to give the impression of time to rest. I'll keep you informed. |
have also had a look at P. rupicola, which was pricked out in a Styrofoam box in August and covered with
another Styrofoam box for the winter, they all look good. | began writing this last Friday, and since then
we have had 70 cm of fresh snow, so most of my time this weekend has been spent shoveling snow.

| am so sad to see that both Erma and Jack are leaving the Robin. Welcome, Libby Wheeler, hope we
shall keep you for a long time, and | also hope that we can get somebody else to join us as well.

Letters/Emails from APS Members and Friends
Jay Lunn, Hillsboro, OR
(Editor’s Note: Extracted fromPenstemon Discussion L notes from October 23, 2003)

On August 5th, my wife and | visited the Klickitat River sites that Bruce Meyers mentioned in his
article "Comparative Study of Penstemon barrettiae Colonies", Bulletin of the American Penstemon
Society, Vol. 58-2. This article appeared in the Bulletin after his death. He wrote about finding natural
hybrids between P. barrettiae and P. fruticosus and drawings appeared in the article to show the results
of his findings. Ann and | searched in the areas shown in the map that accompanied the article, but
couldn't find a single plant of P. fruticosus. Of course, it was too late for much to be blooming, so that
factor made spotting plants more difficult than it would be earlier in the season. The map that appeared
in the Bulletin lacked a lot of detail because of its size, but | think we were very close to the locations
that Bruce mentioned. We found P. procerus var. procerus and P. richardsonii growing with P. barrettiae
at different sites. At the site where P. procerus and P. barrettiae were growing together, there appeared
to be no hybrids. However, at the site where P. richardsonii and P. barrettiae were growing together,
there was some plants of P. barrettiae and possibly some of the P. richardsonii that appeared to be
hybrids, especially the P. barrettiae. | collected some seeds from all of these species and from plants
that | believe are hybrids and this seed will be available from the exchange.

There is no question that P. fruticosus will cross, but | am
wondering if it is possible for P. richardsonii and P. barrettiae to
hybridize? In my mind, there is no question that some of the P.barrettiae at the site where it and P.
richardsonii were growing together were hybrids. We looked for P. fruticosus there (and that is where



we think Bruce showed it in his map), but didn't find one plant. The plants were growing on a long talus
slope and | didn't climb the whole distance looking for P. fruticosus. We plan to return next year during
blooming season when they
will be easier to spot and look some more.

| have more to pass along in a later message.

Jay Lunn, Hillsboro, OR

(Editor’s Note: Extracted from Penstemon L notes from November 16, 2003)
Greetings Everyone,

In addition to the seed that | mentioned in an earlier message to the list, | have, again this year,
donated seed of two species that have white flowers. They are Penstemon cardwellii 'John Bacher' and
P. hirsutus 'Pygmaeus' albus. The latter is a good size for use in the rock garden being 2-3 times smaller
in stature than the standard P. hirsutus. It typically will only be about 12" (30 cm) in height and about
half again as broad. It flowers over a long period and the white flowers are much more appealing to me
than the "nothing to write home about" color of the typical P. hirsutus.

The seed | contributed of P. cardwellii 'John Bacher' came not from my garden, but that of a
friend's. She has a large plant that is isolated from other penstemons, which isn't the case at my place. |
have had it seed around and produce white flowered offspring, so you shouldn't have much problem
getting the same from this seed.

John G. Bacher, for which this clone was named, was a nurseryman and landscaper in Portland,
Oregon. He was a native of Switzerland and studied horticulture at the Ecole Cantonale in Geneva
before coming to the United States. Prior to arriving in Portland in 1906, he worked at various firms in
eastern U.S. to gain practical experience in his chosen field. He was "a
prime mover in the organization of the American Rhododendron Society and the Oregon Fuchsia
Society." He received the Johnny Appleseed award from the Men's Garden Clubs of America (1945) and
a citation from the Oregon Federation of Garden Clubs. (Source: The Sunday Oregonian, February 15,
1953)

| have been told that John found the clone that now bears his name on Larch Mountain in Oregon.
This mountain is part of the western foothills of the Cascades with a summit elevation of 4,055 feet, but
the base of Larch Mountain at the Columbia River is only about 100 feet above sea level. Penstemon
rupicola also grows on its summit. | have been unsuccessful in finding information about when this
Penstemon was named in honor of John or who was responsible for naming it. From references | have
found, it has been known from as early at 1969 and are as follows:

Some Penstemons of Value, Roy Davidson, ARGS Bulletin 27: 145 Oct. 1969:

"There is an especially fine, strong, white form [P. cardwellii] going as 'John Bacher' named for the
Portland nurseryman who found and perpetuated it."

Alpines of the Americas - The Report of the First Interim
International Rock Garden Plant Conference 1976,
Uncomplicating the Penstemons, B. LeRoy Davidson:



"The albino, named P. c. 'John Bacher' for the man who found it years before near the station [ ... high
atop the Columbia Gorge ... ] for the former, is a true-breeding and vigorous white form. A much
smaller albino recently found by Dr. Every on Mt. St. Helens is being grown hereabouts."

Both of these penstemons do well in our climate in the western part of the Pacific Northwest
(U.S.A.), as | suspect they might in many other parts of the world. If you like white-flowered
penstemons, give these a try. Does anyone know if the albino form of P. cardwellii that Dr. Every on Mt.
St. Helens is still around?

(Editors’s Note: Extracted from a note from Jay Lunn, December 17, 2003)

Concerning John Bacher (1882 - 1961) [note spelling], | have learned additional information about
him and discouvered that the library at the University of Oregon has papers, correspondence, diaries
and slides in their archives that were given to them by Mr. Bacher's wife after his death. In notes
written by Mrs. Martha A. Walker (Mr. Bacher's daughter), she indicates "that he had his name legally
changed in February of 1918 from John Grossenbacher to John G. Bacher. He felt that the shorter last
name was more practical for business purposes."

Frank and June Duty, Banbury, England
Dear Ann(Bartlett):

Thank you for sending the membership form so promptly, thanks also for your note. | enclose
completed from with fifteen dollars. Yes, we do have pinifolius, ‘Mersea Yellow’, but it is not a good
‘doer’. | think probably we over-nuture our Penstemons including the species, which from reading seem
to need neglect rather than the TLC we tend to give our plants.

In England we have a society called the Nation Garden Scheme, where individuals or groups open
their gardens for charity. This year a group of us in the village got together and opened in the middle of
June. My garden being described as the Penstemon garden with the WOW factor (not described by me).
Although a little early for Penstemons by about 10 days, some of them were out, the heterophyllus
group especially, plus some of the hybrids. The day as far as the Society was concerned was a hugh
success, having over 300 visitors, coming from as far as 100 miles, for England, that is far.

A the moment, | am in the process of setting up a Gardening Club for the village after a number of
requests during the open day. Although | have about 200 varieties, | do not hold a National Collection, as
my garden is too small for the criteria of three of every plant. That doesn’t stop me from collection
through! Regards.



The Color Slide Collection

The Society has an excellent collection of color slides, most of which have been put on a CD by
Dr. William R. Gray. The CD may be augmented from time to time as more penstemon slides are
collected. For an individual or for a small group, this is the best way to see the collection. Anyone
wishing to do a program for a larger group may request slides of the species of their choice, up to 140.
They will be mailed in a Kodak Carousel to arrive a week before the date you set for your program.
There is no charge to borrow them, but you are requested to return them immediately following your
program, First Class and insured for $250.00. You may purchase the CD for $25.00 plus $3.00 postage
from APS Books and CD's 110 Calle Pinonero, Santa Fe, NM 87505. Please contact Ellen Wilde,
<ewilde@swcp.com> or 505-982-1406.

Growing Penstemons: Species, Cultivars and Hybrids

This book, compiled for the American Penstemon Society by Dr. Dale Lindgren and Ellen Wilde,
contains descriptions and information on location where found, cultivation tips, name derivation and
classification of all the species of penstemons and information on many cultivars and hybrids. In
addition there are definitions and diagrams of basic terms used in describing penstemons, a short
history of their being brought into cultivation and of the American Penstemon Society. There are
chapters on growing and caring for them, propagation and hybridizing. Appendices give recommended
penstemons for different parts of the country, lists of species by state, region, and in many National
Parks, botanic gardens that feature penstemons, sources for seeds and plants, criteria for judging
penstemons in flower shows, and a list of other sources of information on penstemons. It may be
ordered from the printer, Infinity Publishing Co. on line <www.buybooksontheweb.com> or toll free
(877)Buy Book. It will soon be available in many nurseries and botanical gardens or you can request
them to order it from the printer.

The Library

The Penstemon Library consists of all the Bulletins of the American Penstemon Society
published since 1946 and several studies and reproductions of articles about penstemons from various
publications, as well as other books on penstemons. Call Ellen Wilde about borrowing them at (505)
982-1406.

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick

Penstemon Notes. 1991 Miscellaneous notes on the genus. $3.00.

Penstemon Field Identifier A sketchbook of about 260 species. $12.00.

Penstemon Nomenclature 3™ Edition 2002. Lists all known botanical names applied to the genus. $6.75.
Key to the Genus Penstemon Covers 271 penstemon species and 15 related species in 5 other genera.
$9.00 US and Canada, $11.00 overseas.

(The cost of ordering Nomenclature and the Key at the same time is $13.75 for APS members only.)
What is a Penstemon? A slide show that may be rented; you pay for return. $5.00. Cannot be sent
outside US.

Write Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University St. Eugene, OR 97403. Checks payable to Kenneth Lodewick.






