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American Penstemon Society
Annual Meeting, Chico, California

July 10-13, 2015
Shannon Datwyler, Meeting Chair

THE PENSTEMANIAC

This year we visit the western slopes of the 
Sierra-Nevada mountains northeast of Chico in 
northern California. Our venues will include spec-
tacular country with amazing views of the Trinity 
Alps. This is a meeting not to be missed!

Meeting Dates
This year we meet starting Friday, July 10th. 

We start the day at Dorothy Johnson Center, 775 
E. 16th Street, Chico. Friday events include regis-
tration, socializing, and a preview of the meeting 
events and trips. Saturday, Sunday, and Monday we 
start with field trips. 

On Friday evening Ginny Maffitt will present a 
brief class showing how to key out the penstemons 
we will see in the field. Everyone will be given a 
handout with photographs. Chair Shannon Datwy-

ler, will give us a presentation on the local flora. 
On Saturday night we have the banquet and 

business meeting. Our speaker for Saturday night 
will be Ted Kipping, an amazing photographer and 
noted arborist. 

As plans are finalized for the Monday optional 
trip, we will either send an email blast or announce 
it in the May newsletter and in Registration Confir-
mation letters.

Tentative Schedule
Full registration includes dinners on July 10 

and 11. Guests who do not hike may attend the 
dinners for a nominal price. Please see registration 
details below.

P. purpusii (Rick York/California Native Plant Society)
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•	 Check-In: Starts at 2:30 pm on Friday, July 10 
at the Dorothy Johnson Center.

•	 Board Meeting: 2:30 pm–4:30 pm, Friday, July 
10 at the Dorothy Johnson Center. Refresh-
ments will be served at the Check-In Area

•	 Dinners start at 6:00 pm Friday and Saturday. 
Sunday dinner on your own

•	 Presentations: 7:00 pm–8:45 pm, Friday, July 
10

•	 Presentations and APS Annual Business Meet-
ing: 7:00 pm–8:45 pm, Saturday, July 11

Field Trips
One day will be spent in the Feather River Can-

yon along Highway 70. Another day will be in the 
southern Klamath Mountains along Highway 299 
and the Trinity River, ending at Weaver Bally and a 
view of the spectacular Trinity Alps.

Trip 1: Feather River Canyon/Quincy area: 
This trip will travel along Highway 70 through the 
Feather River Canyon and the Bucks Lake Area 
on the old Quincy-Oroville Highway. We will start 
in the central valley and travel up to the crest of 
the Sierra-Nevada and back again. On this trip, we 
also will visit Butterfly Valley Botanical Area just 
outside Quincy. This is home to pitcher plant bogs 
and a variety of other carnivorous plant species.

We are likely to see many species of penstemon 
including:

Trip 2: Weaver Bally Lookout (outside Weav-
erville, CA): This trip will travel into the southern 
Klamath Mountain Range on Highway 299 along 
the Trinity River. We will end at Weaver Bally 
where there is a fire lookout station with spectac-
ular views of the Trinity Alps and surrounding 
regions. On this trip, we are likely to encounter 
several species of penstemon including:

P. newberryi var. berryi
P. tracyi
P. laetus
P. heterophyllus (tetraploid cytotype)
P. parvulus
P. filiformis
P. anguineus
Keckiella ternata

Keckiella ternata corolla, anthers (Ginny Maffitt)

P. deustus v suffrutescens, open anthers (Ginny Maffitt)

P. deustus var. deustus Blue Mountains OR (Ginny Maffitt)

P. azureus
P. laetus
P. neotericus
P. deustus
P. personatus
P. speciosus

P. newberryi  
var. newberryi

P. heterophyllus
P. heterodoxus
P. rydbergii
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Registration Form 
2015 APS Annual Meeting

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Accompanying person name(s) (if applicable) _____________________________________________________________

Street Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________ State ___________ Zip _________________________

Email address ___________________________________ Emergency contact ___________________________________

Secial Food or Health Needs ___________________________________________________________________________

Registration Fees	 # People	 $ Total

	 Meeting registration $120/person includes 2 dinners (Friday and Saturday)	 ______	 ______

	 Guest, Meals only $25 /person/dinner (Friday and Saturday)	 ______	 ______

	 For guest meals, please indicate date(s): _______________________________

❑ Check here if payment will be made online via PayPal® 	 Total Fees	 ______

Payment can be made by filling out and mailing this form with an enclosed check made out to American Penstemon Soci-
ety (no cash, please) to:

Val Myrick
20475 W Walnut
Sonora, CA  95370
Email: vkmyrick@pacbell.net

Alternately, you may pay by PayPal® or Credit Card on our website. Check the registration form under the APS Annual 
Meeting tab. You will find the appropriate information there.

After we receive your registration and payment we will send you a confirmation email or letter.

Field Trip Sign-up (Number of people for each trip)	 Saturday	 Sunday	 Monday

	 Total Participants	 ________	 _________	 ________

We distribute an attendee list. You may opt out by checking the following:

❑ “I do not want my name and info added to the list of regis-
trants to be distributed to meeting participants.”

Please note that you must be a member of the APS in good 
standing in order to register and attend this meeting.If you’re 
not a member of APS, please consider joining in order to attend 
this meeting. Also note that you will be required to sign and 
return a waiver of APS responsibility for any accident or other 
misfortune you might encounter during these meetings. It 
will be sent to you along with your confirmation and must be 
returned before your registration is complete. 

As plans are finalized for the Monday optional trip, we will 
either send an email blast or announce it in the May newsletter 
and in Registration Confirmation letters.

P. anguineus, Mt. Ashland, OR (Ginny Maffitt)

mailto:vkmyrick%40pacbell.net?subject=APS%20registration
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From the President
Plans are coming together for the next annual meeting, to be held in 

Chico, California, July 10-13, 2015. Day trips into the Sierra foothills east 

of Chico are detailed in this newsletter. The registration form is posted on 

the APS website and payment can be made either online by PayPal® or 

by check to the registrar, Val Myrick.

Check-in will start at 2:30 pm at the Dorothy Johnson Center in Chi-

co. The Friday and Saturday dinners included in the registration will be at 

the Center as will the evening presentations.

The APS keeps growing. We have had 60 new members join in the 

past year (plus five new life members), which brings the total membership 

to 316. I believe that is the highest number of members in our 69 year his-

tory. The interest in penstemons and APS is due, in large measure, to the 

members promoting our society wherever plant people gather—at garden 

centers, master gardener meetings, and at various plant society meetings. 

Thank you to all who passionately speak about penstemons and the bene-

fits of our society wherever and whenever you can.

Hope to see all of you in Chico.

Randy Tatroe

President, APS



American Penstemon Society Newsletter—Volume 9 No 1 February (Winter) 2015—Page 5

New APS Members Since November Newsletter

Sandy Japley, Portland, OR

Kim Shearer Lattier, Corvallis, OR

Ron and Ginny Mapes, Hillsboro, OR

Suzanne Trosclair, Reno, NV

Kathy See, Montrose, CO

Laura Basilius, Salt Lake, UT

Julie Kraft, Pinedale, WY

Kathleen Settevendemie, Bonner UT

David Baker, Ann Arbor, MI

Jeremy Zimmerman, Farmington, NM

Bob Cosburn, Las Vegas, NV

Daniel Heeren, Placerville, CA

David Graper. Brookings, SD
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Robin Lodewick
With great sadness, we have learned of the death of long time APS member and 

widely-published penstemon writer Robin Lodewick. She passed away on October 

23 at the age of 91. In 1961 Robin met Ken Lodewick on an Obsidians (an Oregon 

mountaineering and hiking group) wildflower hike. They shared 50 years of marriage, 

great mountaineering and hiking energy, and decades of keen study and great love for 

penstemons. Also at the age of 91 Ken preceded her in death in 2012. 

I still am collecting inspiring memories of Robin for a full and worthy tribute. If 

you have memories of Robin to share, please send them to me (Louise) at parsont@

peak.org or 1915 SE Stone St., Corvallis, OR 97333-1832.

Ballot Results
The e-mail ballot was sent to all members. The voting deadline was 15 January 2015.
37 members have returned their ballot. All voted for the candidates standing for the positions. No write in 
names were added to the ballot.
Happy New Year!
Looking forward to seeing you all in Chico, CA in July.
Mary Mastin
Nominating Committee

Keckiella ternata stem. (Ginny Maffitt)

mailto:parsont%40peak.org?subject=Robin%20Lodewick%20Memories
mailto:parsont%40peak.org?subject=Robin%20Lodewick%20Memories
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A Note From The Membership Chairpersons

We think that a review of our membership rules and timing of dues payments is in order. Those of you 
who have paid for more than one year of dues will be members-in-good-standing until December 31st of 
the final year paid. Others who pay only a single year at a time need to renew before the end of that year. 
According to our APS Bylaws, payment is due on or before January 1 of each year and are past due on May 
1. We will drop all of our non-paid 2013 members as soon as this Newsletter is out. We hope that those of 
you who haven’t paid for 2015 will do so promptly in order to remain on our roster, to enjoy our wonderful 
annual APS Bulletin, and receive notice of our Newsletter and the Seed Exchange.

Remember you need to have your dues current to attend our exciting Annual Meeting this July 10-13, 
which will be based in Chico, CA. If you have questions, including that about your membership expiration, 
please send them to—APS.Membership@yahoo.com or to Phoebe McFarlane, 5609 So. Locust St., Green-
wood Village, CO 80111 or denvrbob@gmail.com.

Dale Lindgren and Phoebe McFarlane APS 
Co-Membership Chairpersons. 

Penstemon Puzzler Answered
Ginny Maffitt

The penstemon species described in the Fall Newsletter is P. eriantherus variety argillosus. Its com-
mon names are ‘fuzzy tongue’ and ‘crested’ beardtongue. The problem with identifying it for me was that 
the usual hairs on the floor of the corolla were missing, so these common names are even less appropriate as 
usual. Can you tell I’m not a fan of common names for plants.

Another typical char-
acteristic of this variety, 
according to Dee Strickler 
in ‘Northwest Penstemons’ 
is that the lower lip is sub-
equal in length to the upper 
lip. It is found in north-cen-

tral Oregon in the De-
schutes and John Day River 
drainages. I found it in bloom in the last week of May during a very dry year. Many plants were growing on 
ancient basalt cliffs and the rubble beneath along US 26 mixing in with similarly colored lupines, making 
them difficult to distinguish from the car. 

Please send in a mystery plant from your garden or your wanderings for the Newsletter.

mailto:APS.Membership%40yahoo.com?subject=aps%20membership
mailto:denvrbob%40gmail.com?subject=
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                                  Membership Renewal 

The American Penstemon Society involves almost 300 penstemon aficionados world-wide, many of 
whom will enjoy meeting other APS members and traveling to Northern California for our annual 
meeting July 10 – 13, 2015. Dues include our newsletter (with a notice sent to our members 
electronically and posted on our website), annual bulletin and the annual seed exchange.  Dues run on a 
calendar basis, renewed at the first of each year.  Because the American Penstemon Society is a 
501(c)(3) charitable organization, all donations and memberships are tax-deductible to the extent 
allowed by the law. Unless otherwise specified, no goods or services are being received for this 
donation. The receipt of a Newsletter or Bulletin is not considered as “goods”. 

US and Canadian annual dues are $15 US; Elsewhere $20 US.  Annual dues for students are $5. Life 
Membership is $150. In addition, members may pay two years in advance and receive the third year 
free.  Please do not  send  cash. 

 You may pay either by check or by PayPal on our website at www.apsdev.org.  Make checks payable to 
American Penstemon Society.  Mail to:   
Dale Lindgren/Phoebe McFarlane, Membership Secretaries 
9202 Maloney Drive, North Platte, NE  69101 
 
If you wish to contact Dale Lindgren and/or Phoebe McFarlane with questions about your membership 
they can be reached at aps.membership@yahoo.com.  Please update any current information with new 
phone numbers or e-mail address.  Thanks for your enthusiastic support of the Society. 
 
Name-__________________________________________________________________    
 
Address-________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #-________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail-__________________________________________________________________   
 
We do not sell, share or distribute member data in any manner.    
 
If you have changed your e-mail address lately, please send this information to the Membership 
Chairmen at aps.membership@yahoo.com.  Thank you. 
                                                                

Membership Renewal



American Penstemon Society Newsletter—Volume 9 No 1 February (Winter) 2015—Page 9

SeedEx News
Louise Parsons

Thanks to the impressive donations, the See-
dEx is humming along. It is always a special plea-
sure to find new members growing from seed. The 
deadline for requesting seeds is March 31, 2015. 
For exceptional needs such as special projects, I 
am willing to provide surplus seed at any time.  
Because I sometimes work in remote areas in the 
high season, please allow extra time for assistance. 
Although donors are generous and now there is 
still plenty of “good stuff” left, some selections are 
gone. 

Many factors such as weather and pollination 
affect seed availability over the years. Some seeds 
may be naturally scarce to begin with. These are 
often in great demand. When you request seeds, 
please include some alternate selections or prefer-
ences. Sometimes older seed of a selection is still 
available. When no alternates are included with 
requests, I will make my best effort at substitution.

As announced when we very first went “pa-
perless”, I will no longer blind-mail paper copies 
of the seed list. Remember that APS policy is not 
to share or “propagate” e-mail addresses for other 
than activities of the organization. Please, if at all 

possible, provide APS with an e-mail address. If 
you are truly not able to receive the lists via e-mail 
or on the webpage, I can of course provide pa-
per copies on request.  Please send me a note or 
postcard with your address requesting a paper copy 
to:  Louise Parsons, 1915 SE Stone St., Corvallis, 
OR 97333-1832. Until each year’s deadline for 
requests, I e-mail seed lists when I am notified of 
new members who have joined since each year’s 
release in December. Remember that the current 
lists are also available on the APS webpage at 
www.apsdev.org

Since errors tend to propagate, I am drawing 
attention to two that I am responsible for in the 
current seed lists. “Synthryris” and the species 
“havardii” were not properly spelled in the lists. I 
always appreciate having any errors brought to my 
attention. 

Yet another reminder: In this age of mecha-
nized postal service “zip-plus-four” does expedite 
mail delivery. When you supply APS and me with 
your postal address, please include the four-digit 
number at the end of your zip code. Above all, 
happy growing!

Penstemon tracyi — Trinity penstemon, Tracy’s beardtongue. RARE, Endemic plant of the Trinity Alps, Klamath 
Mountains, northern California. (http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Penstemontracyi.jpg)

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Penstemontracyi.jpg
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Granulated Lime; A Product 
Worthy of Experimentation

Louise Parsons

Many penstemons are found in areas of 
native limestone and/or low rainfall. Both factors 
tend to produce alkaline soils. Gardeners in areas 
with more acid soils may face a challenge to grow 
these enticing species. Even in the germination 
stage, soil supplements might help. Lime raises the 
pH or “sweetens” soil. It also may improve heavy 
soils by causing clay particles to clump together 
to form small, relatively isolated “crumbs”. This 
improves drainage and soil aeration. Over time, 
soil in pots or containers is especially susceptible 
to excess compaction.

Traditionally, only agricultural lime, which 
is ground limestone or dolomite, was available. 
Large-scale agricultural handling limits how finely 
ground typical limestone can be. Because this form 
is not ground finely enough to be readily available 
to all plants, farmers here in rainy western Oregon 
add lime to their soils about three years in advance 
of actual need. Ah, the things you learn when you 
(professionally) survey lots of nurseries and farms! 
If in doubt, it is a good idea to have your soil test-
ed. In the face of a budget axe, if you are still lucky 
enough to have University, Extension, or Soil 
Conservation services available to the public, they 
are extremely helpful. 

In recent years a product has become avail-
able for lawn and garden use that can benefit those 
with acid soil.  Under labels such as “Super Sweet” 
(Lilly Miller trademark), this product consists of 
extremely fine limestone that has been “granulat-
ed” or caused to form tiny crumbs “glued” together 
with an inert medium. It is so safe and nonreactive 
that it can be used at any stage of growth. However 
you would not want to dose acid-loving plants such 
as rhododendrons. 

Thankfully most penstemons are fairly toler-
ant of a good range of pH. There are a few enticing 
species that tend to be more demanding. I would 
suspect this to be true of those that are endemic to 
limestone dominated areas. Experimentation is 
definitely needed with granulated lime. Use only a 

little bit. A typical open garden or lawn spreading 
rate is one-half cup per 25 square feet. A seedling 
pot would only require a pinch. Where the lime-de-
mand is known, as with saxifrages, I have even oc-
casionally broadcast it lightly. As an aside, I have 
also had dramatic success in the vegetable garden.

As one example, Penstemon barnebyi looks 
as though it might benefit from growing in a trough 
with a bit of granulated lime. I say might, because 
there seems to be little experience with its cultiva-
tion. It is native to an area of alluvial soils derived 
from limestone, growing on gritty sagebrush flats. 

When using any garden products, always 
read the labels. Although the chance is low, toxic 
minerals and elements can go along for the ride. 
Even inert dust can be an irritant to you. The gran-
ular nature of the product eliminates much dust. 
However granulated particles consist of especially 
fine material. A bit of this could escape. Avoid 
handling the product in a manner that raises dust, 
especially if you are using it in bulk. For example, 
carefully spoon or scoop the product, rather than 
pour it. For bulk applications, the use of a dust 
mask is advised.

Confusing terminology: The terms “quick 
lime” and “hydrated lime” are occasionally used 
to describe granulated lime, even by profession-
als, alas. It is the ultra-fine texture of granulated 
lime that enables better delivery, rather than either 
additional hydration or oxidation. In a nutshell 
ultra-fine particles enable natural processes.

P. gracilentus (Gary Monroe)
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Lodewick Publications
by Louise Parsons

The late Kenneth and Robin Lodewick of 
Eugene, Oregon, devoted themselves over many 
years to producing an impressive body of penste-
mon publications. The Lodewicks assigned rights 
to these to APS. Ken and Robin were highly expe-
rienced hikers and mountaineers who were hon-
ored for their extensive research and field work by 
several societies including the Obsidians (moun-
taineering society), the Native Plant Society of 
Oregon, and APS. Some of these publications are 
in short supply. The goal is to re-publish those such 
as their key to the Genus, eventually in electronic 
format. The key is published in a handy, field-sized 
book and we are considering re-publication in this 
form. However one publication, Penstemon No-
menclature, 3rd Edition, is in book form and abun-
dant supply. Although more esoteric, it is a very 
useful compilation for serious penstemon enthu-
siasts, scholars, and researchers. Wishing to have 
these in the hands of appreciative folks, we are 
reducing the Nomenclature price to US$ 3.00. 
Postage is not included in this price, as per the di-
rections for purchasing hard copy of the Lodewick 
publications that appear on the inside back cover 
of the Bulletin. For your convenience, the list and 
updated directions are also included here. 

I continue to handle the distribution of the 
following Lodewick publications. As per the 
wishes of the Lodewicks, all receipts benefit APS 
exclusively.

Penstemon Notes 1991 Miscellaneous notes 
on the genus (in short supply) US$3.00

Penstemon Field Identifier A sketchbook, 
illustrated by Robin, of about 260 species. Orig-
inally reproduced and distributed as a series for 
APS members, this is in very short supply. I have 
the masters and can make copies. US$12.00

Penstemon Nomenclature 3rd Edition 2002 
Lists all known botanical names applied to the 
genus. Price reduced to US$ 3.00.

Key to the Genus Penstemon. Covers 271 
penstemon species and 15 related species in 5 oth-
er genera US$ 9.00 APS Lodewick Publications

APS members may obtain the Nomenclature 
and Key at the same time for US$ 12.00, plus 
mailing costs for one publication. 

Postage Costs. US and Canada, add US$4.00  
for the first publication, $1.00 each for any addi-
tional. Overseas, add US $5.00 for the first publi-
cation and $1.00 each for any additional.

Make US$ checks payable to APS and send 
requests to: Louise Parsons 1915 SE Stone St. 
Corvallis, OR 97333-1832. Any questions or con-
cerns? E-mail me at parsontATpeak.org. Note: this 
e-mail is not intended to spell my name. Replace 
the “AT” with an ampersand. 

P. personatus, Rare and endangered; only member of Subge-
nus Cryptostemon; (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0) (© 2005 Dean Wm. 
Taylor deanwmtaylor[AT]gmail.com.)

Penstemon heterodoxus Sierra pent. (Las Pilitas Nursery, 
Santa Margarita CA)
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Graham's beardtongue photo by Leila Shultz. Photo is
available for media use.

 

For Immediate Release, December 30, 2014

Contact: Lori Ann Burd, Center for Biological Diversity, (971) 717-6405 
Tony Frates, Utah Native Plant Society, (801) 277-9240
Robin Cooley, Earthjustice, (303) 263-2472
Megan Mueller, Rocky Mountain Wild, (303) 704-9760 

Lawsuit Launched to Protect Rare Utah and Colorado Wildflowers from Oil Development

More Than 90 percent of Imperiled Beardtongues Threatened by Oil, Gas Projects

SALT LAKE CITY— Seven conservation groups filed a formal notice of intent to sue the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service today for denying
Endangered Species Act protection to two imperiled wildflowers in Utah and Colorado. The Service proposed to protect the White River and
Graham’s beardtongues in August 2013 after determining that 91 percent of Graham’s beardtongue populations and 100 percent of White River
beardtongues were threatened by the impacts of oil and gas development. The Service then reversed course in August 2014, withholding
protection based on its claim that threats to the species were ameliorated by a last-minute, voluntary “conservation agreement” the Service
entered into with the Bureau of Land Management and several state and county agencies with active roles in energy development.  

“These beautiful and rare flowers are threatened with extinction, and all the
government can muster is a strictly voluntary plan to keep them alive? That
won’t cut it,” said Lori Ann Burd with the Center for Biological Diversity. “The
Service can’t substitute the powerful protections of the Endangered Species Act
with a weak agreement that may or may not protect these wildflowers. The
conservation agreement is a giveaway to the oil industry that threatens to erase
a beautiful piece of our natural heritage.”

Graham’s and White River beardtongues live only on oil shale outcroppings in
northeastern Utah’s Uinta Basin and northwestern Colorado. This badland
region is home to dozens of rare plants found nowhere else in the world and
supports a complex ecosystem. The two wildflowers have been waiting for
Endangered Species Act protection since 1975 and 1983 respectively, and the
threats to their continued existence have only increased as developers have
flocked to Utah hoping to exploit oil shale and tar sands deposits.

“The Service turned its back on its own science-based listing proposal,” said
Tony Frates with the Utah Native Plant Society. “In an attempt to placate
energy-development interests, the Service substituted a weak, voluntary
conservation agreement in place of mandatory Endangered Species Act
protections that are necessary to save these rare and imperiled flowers.”

In its 2013 proposal the Fish and Wildlife Service determined that 84,000 acres should be protected as critical habitat “essential to the survival”
of the two plants. But the conservation agreement provides for only 49,000 acres of so-called conservation areas, which will be subject only to
weak and voluntarily protections. The Service drew the conservation area boundaries to exclude numerous areas planned for fossil fuel
development.   

“The American people have a right to expect government agencies to follow the law. The Service knows what it needs to do to protect these
plants, but politics has trumped science once again,” said Earthjustice’s Robin Cooley.
“Conservation efforts by states and private energy interests are important, but this agreement falls far short of what the Service has said is
needed to protect these beautiful wildflowers.”

“This conservation agreement provides for more than 30,000 fewer acres of protected lands than the Service has determined these plants need
to survive, and it specifically excludes areas where the plants are most imminently imperiled by oil shale projects,” said Megan Mueller with
Rocky Mountain Wild. “It’s clear that to avoid extinction these beautiful wild flowers need nothing less than the full protection of the Endangered
Species Act, which is 99 percent effective at preventing extinction.”

The conservation groups filing today’s notice of intent include the Center for Biological Diversity, Grand Canyon Trust, Rocky Mountain Wild,
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, Utah Native Plant Society, Western Resource Advocates, and Western Watersheds Project. They are
represented by Earthjustice in Denver, Colorado.

The Center for Biological Diversity is a national, nonprofit conservation organization with more than 800,000 members and online activists
dedicated to the protection of endangered species and wild places.

 

Go back

Lawsuit Launched to protect Rare UItah and Colorado Wildflowers 
from Oil Development
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