
American Penstemon Society Newsletter—Volume 9 Number 4—Fall 2015—Page 1

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  P E N S T E M O N  S O C I E T Y
Volume No. 9, Issue No. 4—http://apsdev.org—Fall 2015

Table of Contents
2016 Annual Meeting........................................................1

International Robin Letters................................................3

New APS Members...........................................................6

New Life Members............................................................6

Penstemon Demonstration Garden..................................7

Creating a Styrene Trough................................................8

2016 Membership Renewal............................................ 11

APS Officers................................................................... 12

2016 Annual Meeting
Get the dates on your calendar

Pat and Noel Holmgren, Vice-Presidents and  
Meeting Chairpersons

Catherine Cain, Karen Porter, Chairpersons for  
Montana Native Plant Society

We are pleased to announce that the American Pen-
stemon Society (APS) will meet with the Montana Na-
tive Plant Society (MNPS), hosted by the Calypso 
Chapter, on June 24-27, 2016 at Fairmont, Montana. De-
tailed information about field trips and registration will 
be provided in the Spring Newsletter.

Headquarters for the meeting will be the Fairmont 
Hot Springs Resort (http://www.fairmontmontana.com) 
with 131 guest rooms and all the facilities expected of 
a resort hotel, including indoor and outdoor hot springs 
pools. Rate is $145 + tax/double room. There are large 
conference rooms for meals, meetings, and presenta-
tions. The hotel has a lounge, a coffee shop, and a dining 
room. Box lunches are available.

To make your reservations at the Fairmont, go to 

the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort web site (http://www.
fairmontmontana.com). Click on BOOK NOW. On the 
page that comes up click on GROUP at the top (blue 
bar). A Group ID page comes up next. Enter the Group 
ID (14384) and password (37003400). The next page 
that comes up will have Montana Native Plant Society/ 
American Penstemon Society details on it.

Fairmont is located about 15 miles from Butte and 
Anaconda. Butte is served by Delta Airlines. For those 
not wanting to stay at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort, there 
are motels in Anaconda, Butte, and Deer Lodge. Prices 

THE PENSTEMANIAC

Claytonia lanceolata, 
Erythronium grandi-
florum (Photo: Jessica 
Salix)
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are estimates and do not include tax. Motels in Butte 
include Comfort Inn ($124-155/night), Holiday Inn Ex-
press & Suites ($129-139/night), Best Western/Butte Pla-
za Inn ($152-205/night), Super Eight ($90-102/night), La 
Quinta ($89-109/night), Hampton Inn ($139-143/night). 

Motels just west of Butte: America’s Best Value Inn 
($70-80/night), Motel 6 of Butte ($109-119/night). Motels 
in Anaconda: Trade Wind Motel ($74-94/night), Mar-
cus Daily Motel ($78-88/night), Vagabond Lodge Motel 
($69-104/night). Motels in Deer Lodge: Travelodge ($55-
80/night), Budget Inn Deer Lodge ($59-64/night), West-
ern Big Sky Inn ($74-89/night).

For those preferring to camp, there is an RV/tent 
campground adjacent to the Fairmont Hot Springs Re-
sort hotel. A list of additional camping sites will be giv-
en in the Spring Newsletter.

MNPS will offer a variety of field trips, from easy to 
strenuous, on Saturday and Sunday. Some non-botanical 
trips will be offered. APS will be responsible for plan-
ning the Monday field trip.

MNPS is hoping to offer a Penstemon propagation 
workshop on Friday afternoon.

There are 20 Penstemon species reported by Peter 
Lesica (Manual of Montana Vascular Plants, 2012) 
from Beaverhead County in southwestern Montana, in-
cluding the endemic P. aridus and P. lemhiensis. Other 
species likely to be seen in late June include P. alber-
tinus, arenicola, attenuatus var. pseudoprocerus, cy-
aneus, deustus, diphyllus, eriantherus var. redactus, 
fruticosus var fruticosus, globosus, humilis, montanus 
var. montanus, nitidus, procerus, radicosus, rydbergii, 
whippleanus, wilcoxii, and maybe ellipticus. 

P. aridus (V. Maffitt) P. lemhiensis (Jessica Salix, Botanist, U.S. Forest Service)

Montana landscapes 2010 (Jessica Salix)
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International Robin Letters
Brief History of Robin Letters

Libby Wheeler

When my late husband Laurin and I joined the Pen-
stemon Society in 1998 (I think), Dee Strickler was in 
charge of the International Robin. The late Thea Unzer 
(Germany) asked Laurin if he’d like to join. I’d usually 
write the letter and he’d tell me what to say. After Laurin 
died, I kept his slot, but my letters never were at the level 
of the rest of the group. Dee left the group for health 
reasons (2005 or so) and I became the Robin adminis-
trator(!) Thea always was a big factor in the Robin as 
she knew most of the people in it and corresponded with 
them at other times as well. With her death and Jill Pitt-
man’s illness, we now are down to 4 active participants. 
When I move to Maryland sometime this summer, I’ll 
need to resign from the Robin. According to Ellen Wil-
de, there are only 6 penstemon species in Maryland.

Plea for New Robin members

The International Robin Newsletter is recruiting 
new members. We currently have two U.S. members 
(Wyoming and Arkansas) and one each from Sweden 
and Norway. We lost our German member this year 
(Thea Unzer), and our English participant (Jill) is in poor 
health. If you are interested in writing one letter a year to 
share with the other Robin members and with the News-
letter, please contact Libby Wheeler (glwheel@prodigy.
net). 

Some of us are very knowledgeable about penste-
mons and write detailed reports on those growing in 
our gardens. Others just love penstemons and learn a lot 
from the other Robin members. It is a fun way to go 
international with this plant and share pictures of our 
successes. Please join us.

Best wishes, Libby

Libby’s Robin Letter

September 5, 2015
Dear Penstemon Friends,

Well, it’s time again for our yearly update on penste-
mons and our gardening experiences.

Here in Arkansas, we had a very wet spring and ear-
ly summer. The penstemons that I have—the same ones 
I describe every year—did very well. These include the 
dainty P. tenuis, which now comes up all over the yard 
and is a delight. I just mow the grass around the plants 
wherever they appear. P. digitalis thrives, and its culti-

var, ‘Husker Red’ is prolific as is P. arkansanus. These 
are all pale colored, so I’ve bought several colorful hy-
brids which are simply marked “penstemon.” These 
plants have survived and bloomed for several years, but 
do not multiply. My P. cobaea is alive, but still does not 
bloom (there is a limestone outcropping about an hour 
from Fayetteville where P. cobaea thrives), so I just have 
to be patient. After many years, I’ve lost all my P. pini-
folius. (Ed. note: why not add a small amount of ground 
limestone or a ground up calcium tablet to the area?)

Because I am probably going to move next sum-
mer to Maryland (where there are only 6 native penste-
mons according to Ellen Wilde’s and Dale Lindgren’s 
book), I’ve been cleaning out and found some unplanted 
penstemon seeds that my husband and I collected over 
the years. I sowed them last fall and have some healthy 
plants, which the next owner of my house will have to 
identify when they bloom. 

Because of my anticipated move from Arkansas to 
Maryland, I decided to photograph the plants in my gar-
den. It’s been fun, and I’ll create a map of the yard with 
pictures for the person who buys the house. Doing this 
has made me so aware of all the plants I’ve nurtured and 
how gardening has enriched my life. 

Due to a scheduling conflict, I was not able to attend 
the APS meeting this past July. It is the first meeting I’ve 
missed since 1999. Ellen Wilde hosted that 1999 meeting 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and it was there that I first met 
Thea Unsner. Thea’s recent death is a loss to our Robin 
circle, to APS, and to all her German gardening friends. 
She was truly a master gardener as I can attest after see-
ing her Schoneiche garden twice.

I hope you all have had a good year in your garden. 
We all are getting older, and I wonder if we can each 
find someone interested in continuing our international 
Robin. I’ve enjoyed reading all of your letters over the 
years, and I hope this will continue. 

Best Wishes, Libby

P. ellipticus Glacier National Park MT (Maffitt)

mailto:glwheel%40prodigy.net?subject=
mailto:glwheel%40prodigy.net?subject=
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Kari Wang’s Robin Letter
Kari Wang, Norway

Dear Robin Friends,
It was sad to learn that Thea (Unzer, Germany) has 

died, and I shall now remember her by the Penstemon 
ovatus plants that are still with me. The other two, P. 
smalli and the P. barbatus hybrid did not survive the 
winter.

The health situation here has improved. My husband 
is much better and now takes daily walks. We shall be 
going to France in 10 days time, for a change of weather 
and temperature.

Since I last wrote we have had a very mild winter 
once again, with a very warm spell in April then colder 
weather than usual in May and June. However, that just 
prolonged the flowering of everything, and thanks to the 
warm summer of 2014, once again the flowering of trees 
and shrubs, including penstemons, has been remarkable, 
lasting several weeks more than normal.

This is the report for the plants in my garden now:
P. serrulatus	 Super flowering and no problem
P. hirsutus	 Seeding about a little and no problem
P. globosus	 Did not flower too well this year
P. scouleri albus	 Moving the two plants gave different 

results. The one on the retaining wall 
is looking very happy and flowered 
well. I have just discovered another 
seedling nearby. The  other plant de-
clined and died. 

P. rupicola	 Is happy and flowered well this year. 
I have taken a photo and will try to 
send it on. The one on the retaining 
wall still doesn’t flower well.

P. leonardii	 Flowered well once again
P. pinifolius	 Flowered for a long time and looks 

very good now.

P. fruticosus	 The large plant was finally transferred 
to a bed, covered up and watered 
well. It looked good this spring, but 
has declined during the summer and 
has only one good branch left. It has, 
however, produced seed, so I shall 
sow these now that they are ripe. I did 
sow quite a few last year, but they, for 
some unknown reason, did not germi-
nate.

P. eriantherus?	 I have got 3 plants from a good gar-
dening friend. I am not quite sure 
about the name though. They have 
been planted out and look good so far.

In the last fortnight we have gotten three times the 
normal amount of rain for August.

There has been flooding and several roads have been 
closed, and the trains between Bergen and Oslo have 
been blocked by a mudslide for two days.

We have been promised better weather now in Sep-
tember, so I keep my fingers crossed for a mild autumn 
and wish you all the very best until next report.

Kari Wang, Norway

P. albertinus, Swan Range, MT (Maffitt)

Penstemon rupicola (Kari Wang)
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Ingemar Bjork’s Robin Letter
A Brief Review Of Gardening On Utö 

Summer 2015
Ingemar Bjork

(Ed. note: Utö is a small island in the east of Stock-
holm archipelago, known for its nature [Wikipedia].)
Dear Robin friends,

My gardening report is very brief this time. Due to 
my wife ś hospital rehabilitation after a stroke, I didn t́ 
have the opportunity of visiting Utö more than one sin-
gle day during the period of early June to early August . 
Consequently, I don t́ have very much to report about my 
penstemons’ good or bad behavior this summer.

When I remember that this letter is my tenth re-
port since I joined the Robin in 2006, I have realized 
that it ś time to consider my penstemon actions—have I 
achieved my goals or not?

The desert garden
The 20-inch thick grit bed upon the southerly bed-

rock slope is my most important gardening area—imi-
tating a typical American desert. The site is in full sun 
(up to 14 hours per day). The dominating plants from 
the beginning (2004?) were two Yucca glauca, Yucca 
filamentosa, Asclepias tuberosa, Zauschneria garettii, 
Ephedra sp and Prickly pears (Opuntia sp). At the age 
of five years, my two Yucca glauca flowered for the first 
time in early July 2010 and have now reached an im-
pressive size. Since 2010 they have altogether produced 
one flower-stalk each year. Their flowering has given 
a further accent to my term “Desert garden”. Surpris-
ingly their impressive shows don t́ last very long. All of 
the afore-mentioned plants seem to be very hardy. Only 
Yucca filamentosa and Asclepias tuberosa were serious-
ly damaged during the harsh winter of 2012-2013 (-20 
Celsius) but has now fully recovered. I would not like to 
be without any of them.

After having joined the Robin in 2006 I got the idea 
that I should test a few penstemon species on the grit 
bed. My choices were P. serrulatus and P. palmeri. The 
next year I had the pleasure of seeing both in bloom. At 
the time I still irrigated my Desert Garden, but decided 
later, that my natural garden should not be irrigated at 
all. After that decision, in 2012, I planted several Penste-
mon eatonii, P. cardinalis, P. teucrioides, P. X ‘Mexicali 
Red Rocks’, P. lentus, P. cyaneus, P. pachyphyllus and P. 
palmeri. The harsh winter took them all as well as many 
potted plants. As a consequence, I took the decision that 

the grit bed is not a good place to grow penstemons. In-
stead I planted pulsatilla and thistle species. Both have 
gratefully accepted the grit bed. My goal for the Desert 
Garden has with those means been fully met without any 
penstemon.

The Desert garden has so far only one serious weed 
to take care of; Hieracium pilosella, which is quite beau-
tiful, but aggressively spreads by runners. Luckily it is 
easy to remove.

The primary limestone ridge

The planting in the 2-4 inch wide fracture (crevice) 
on top of the ridge consists of: 

• Two P. fruticosus v fruticosus var. albus (planted 
fall 2007), normally flower with three flowering stems 
each year.

• Two P. davidsonii v menziesii (planted spring 
2008) had a few flowers in 2011.

• Two P. newberryi (probably v. berryi) planted 
spring 2008 had eight flowering stems in 2011, ten in 
2012, and a few each in 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

• Three P. rupicola (planted 2009) have no flowers 
so far.

All the plants still show a good yearly lateral growth 
after having survived two harsh winters without any vis-
ible injuries. 

My only objection to the results is the plants’ un-
willingness to flower. Even 2015 with a threefold pre-
cipitation didn t́ increase their flowering. The problem 
has still to be solved. In my gardening review of 2014 I 
published a photo of a healthy Ramonda myconi in my 
natural garden. I didn t́ want to point out however, that 
the plant probably flowered the first time ten years after 
planting out. It flowered beautifully also this summer. 
I have found earlier that plants introduced in a natural 
environment take long time to acclimate and flower, but 
ten years is a very long time to wait.

My response to my observation of the ramonda will 
be to fertilize the penstemons to increase their capabil-
ity to flower – and just wait. This decision is also based 
upon my new experience from growing penstemons in a 
trough. (Ed. note: These species grow in volcanic scree 
which tends to be acidic, so lime may help. Fertilizers 
just make them lanky in growth and weaker.)

The semi- woodland area

In the 2013 gardening report I mentioned that I had 
just built a new penstemon bed between a few boulders 
in the half-shady/semi-woodland area. Before planting, 
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the area was dug out right down (about 20 cm) to the 
bedrock and filled with good, well drained ‘penstemon 
soil’. As I didn t́ visit Utö in June and July this year, I 
have nothing to report concerning the present status of 
P. virens, P. alpinus, P. globosus and P. X ‘Mexicali Red 
Rocks’.

Planting in troughs

In early fall last year, I planted a natural limestone 
boulder with some bored cavities with four different 
penstemons. One of them was P. X ’Pink Holly’ with the 
following performance history:

Early January 2014 sown on my glazed balcony (out-
door temperatures)

Early March 2014 germinating
Early fall 2014 planted out in a trough
Early June 2015 showing good flowering
Mid August 2015 with > 8 inch diameter Pink Holly 

covers half the available planting area

New APS Members
	 Talya Raveed, Albuqerque, NM	 Kelly Savage, Ennis MT

	 Paul Dambrosi, Fresh Meadows, NM	 Thad Davis, Kendrick, ID

	 Lisbet Helsted, Koge, Denmark	 Larry L. Deaven, Los Alamos, NM

New Life Members
	 Larry L. Deaven, Los Alamos, NM	 Loretta Todd, Boise, ID

P. X ‘Pink Holly’´s first flowering in mid July 2015. The 
trough was hollowed out from a natural lime boulder many 
years ago and delivered by a stone-cutting workshop on the 
Swedish island of Öland. The upright stone is a matching 
piece of petrified forest bought in a local shop close to Petri-
fied Forest Trail, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA. (Björk)

APS Seed Exchange 
 and 2016 Annual Meeting

Louise Parsons
Greetings, Penstemaniaks:

Seed exchange time is approaching. Donations of 
any penstemon or closely-related species or hybrids 
from garden, and/or wild sources are appreciated by the 
membership. Related species such as nothochelone, ke-
ckiella, and castilleja are very welcome. Notes and expe-
riences are always appreciated. 

To members who are not electronically connect-
ed please send me a postcard to request a paper copy 
of the seed list. 

If you have any questions, ideas, or concerns, don’t 
hesitate to write me: Louise Parsons <parsont@peak.
org> 

Kindly send seeds to:
Louise Parsons
1915 SE Stone St.
Corvallis, OR 97333-1832.
All the best, Louise

The book “Growing Penstemons” by Dale Lindgren 
and Ellen Wilde says that P. X ’Pink Holly’ is a multiple 
cross among P. fruticosus , P. davidsonii, P. rupicola 
and P. rupicola ‘Albus’—a very interesting hybrid. 

As I still have a few empty troughs, my first penste-
mon trough growing feels inspiring, and will certainly 
be followed by further efforts. An unforeseen result is 
that it demonstrated a quick way to obtain flowering 
Dasanthera species. 

My best regards to my Robin friends
Huddinge, 5 Sept 2015
Ingemar Björk
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Penstemon Demonstration Garden
Celebrating the opening 

of the Dunsmuir Botanical Gardens’ 
Penstemon Collection

Courtesy of Dunsmuir Botanical Garden 
The Dunsmuir Botanical Garden’s  
Newly Refurbished Rock Garden

In the Summer Penstemaniac issue, there was a brief 
article regarding the rebuilding of the rock garden sec-
tion of the Dunsmuir Botanical Garden. This came about 
with the help of a grant from the APS two years ago. We 
continue to solicit grant applications annually and ma-
ny interesting requests arrive. This program is largely 
available due to your generous contributions which are 
now tax deductible under our 501(c)3 non-profit organi-
zation status. The story below was sent by the Dunsmuir 
BG director in response to the visit and subsequent arti-
cle by Chris Ebrahimi and Ginny Maffitt while en route 
to the Chico 2015 meeting.

The Dunsmuir Botanical Gardens received a grant 
from the American Penstemon Society in April 2014 
to add a penstemon collection to the Gardens’ perma-
nent plant collections. Ten new penstemon species were 
planted on May 20, 2014. Seven of the species are native 
to Siskiyou County: P. azureus, P. davidsonii, P. het-
erodoxus, P. newberryi, P. procerus, P. Procerus var. 
brachyanthus, and P. speciosus. The plants were ob-
tained from a commercial nursery specializing in native 
plants. In May 2015, three new species were added to the 
garden: P. procerus var. formosa, P. rupicola, and P. hu-
milis (all California natives); and P. fruticosus var. ser-

ratus (native to the Snake River). The 2015 plants were 
propigated and generously donated by Mr. Lyn Taylor, 
McArthur (Shasta County), CA.

In addition to their beauty and attraction for hum-
mingbirds, butterflies, and bees, native Penstemons have 
adapted to diverse climates, elevations, and soil types 
from Alaska to Guatemala. Penstemons are often called 
“Beardtongues” because of the prominent staminode (an 
infertile stamen) extending to the mouth of the corolla 
(flower petals). Some staminodes are long and extremely 
hairy, giving the general appearance of an open mouth 
with a fuzzy protruding tongue. More information is 
available at http://dunsmuirbotanicalgardens.org.

P. speciosus P. spectabilis P. newberri 

 

http://dunsmuirbotanicalgardens.org
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Creating a Styrene Trough
By Virginia Maffitt

THE LIGHTEST-WEIGHT TROUGH EVER

If you would like to grow some really persnicke-
ty (read: difficult) plants (alpines, desert species, ma-
ny penstemons), see them up-close, have only a small 
space in which to grow them and/or would like to easily 
lift them...here is your project! These are made with the 
large styrofoam boxes used for picnicking, shipping fro-
zen meat and  fish or keeping pharmaceuticals cool. Of-
ten they are free for the asking, although in winter, you 
won’t find the picnic boxes for sale. Perhaps your friends 
have an old one. I’ve gotten free fish and pharmacy box-
es by putting out the word at several grocers.
Fully planted, these boxes rarely weigh more than 20 
pounds. I just moved some of mine under the porch roof 
out of the rain for the winter...very handy. The others are 
sitting under the glass topped patio table out in the day-
light, but out of the rain. The whole project takes me less 
than an hour. I work outdoors or near open garage doors, 
especially for spraying the paint.

A disclaimer: this isn’t my creation. I got it from a 
North American Rock Garden Society (NARGS) friend 
who got it from somewhere else. I just saw a simi-
lar project in the latest NARGS bulletin, but prefer the 
finish on mine. I’ve discovered that plants in the these 
troughs grow faster and larger. I suspect the great insula-
tion against too much heat or cold plays a big part. They 
need less watering in the summer as well. I could also 
use my ‘rain-shelter’ method of suspending semi-rigid 
plastic squares above them on 4 turned electrical rods, 
held up with screws/washers/screws.

Supplies needed: 1.the styrofoam box and lid (to create 
a platform if you wish). Drill four 3/4” drain holes in the 
bottom to begin. Plan to cover these holes with weed 
fabric or gutter screening to keep out slugs and bugs 
which feed on roots.
	 1.	 I use a small self-igniting propane blow-torch, 
(although I’m told a powerful hairdryer will work). The 
torches are about $20, last forever and also sanitize plant 
tools without rusting problems.
	 2.	 A tree saw with very coarse teeth (1/2”), mine 
folds, to create ridges easily.
	 3.	 A thick, rigid knife to saw off any interior ledges.
	 4.	 A ½ pint can of gray water-soluble enamel paint 
with narrow sponge applicator or brush, perhaps in hob-
by department. This provides a better base than the thin-
ner spray.
	 5.	 A can of spray paint in various shades of tan or 
grays; I try to buy one in ‘camouflage tones’, but not the 
green shades which look too phony. 
	 6.	 Small bucket of sand, finer grains stick better.
	 7.	 Black plastic garbage bag; keep the box in it as 
you work to collect the chips and dust.

Procedure
1.	 Begin by inserting box in bag. Start sawing off all 

exterior right angles or rounded edges. This should 
look organic as if it was really cut from native stone. 
If there are  ledges inside that will take up root room, 
try and remove these as well with a rigid knife. No 
need for neatness as these edges will be rounded by 
the torch flames.

2.	 Begin making ridges across outside walls. You can 
envision a sedimentary layered rock (which might 
connect around the side walls) or some rock with 
slanting gouges; a photograph might help. You can 
leave the lid intact or rough it up also. 

Polystyrene box, tools (Maffitt)
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3.	 Remove from bag and inspect all sides for flat spots, 
or overly square or round parts.

4.	 Place box on lawn or concrete outdoors and begin 
flaming the walls, including the inside ones down 
several inches below soil line for authenticity. Your 
rough cuts will buckle and change form to look quite 
‘rock’ like. You’ll figure out as you go how close to 
hold the torch so it doesn’t flame or burn, although 
this won’t hurt anything after it cools. If you see flat 
spots, carve them and flame some more. 

5.	 Apply first coat of solid paint color base on all ex-
posed sides and top several inches of interior, which 
must cover ALL WHITE STYROFOAM while lay-
ing on the garbage bag. Use the sponge tipped tool 
to paint into little holes. Some birds want to peck 
mine, so this paint should last better.  Immediately 
throw handfuls of sand on wet paint. Wait until dry 
(30 minutes or longer for liquid paint). Paint the lid 

if you plan to use it as a stable, quick-draining base. 

6.	 Apply the final coat of camouflage paint added un-
evenly to replicate tones of rocks. You might add 
more sand for texture. When done, hold can upside 
down and spray until clear. Let dry.  You can im-
mediately plant with soils appropriate to the plants. 
Be sure and wash off potting soils that do not match 
your soils as the organic ones will hold too much 
water. 

7.	 Place the screening over the drain holes. Add the 
potting mix and insert your plants. Add enough wa-
ter to settle the air pockets in soil. I don’t recom-
mend using little trees as the roots will likely rip up 
the box very quickly unless you insert them in a tin 
can of appropriate size with no bottom lid.

Sawing sedimentary layers

More flaming rounds square edges
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8.	 Enjoy for some years; I have no idea how long! Any 
touch-ups are easy with spray paint.

Finished with Monardella macrantha ‘Marian Sampson’, 
with red Oregon lava chunks (all by G. Maffitt)

2-year old polystyirene trough (Nov.) with winter plastic 
overhead. Hypertufa troughs on either side.

P. montanus v montanus,Trail Creek Pass, ID (Maffitt) P. eriantherus v redactus, Mt Borah,ID (Maffitt)
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2016 Membership Renewal
The American Penstemon Society involves almost 300 penstemon aficionados world-wide, 
many of whom will enjoy meeting other APS members and traveling to Fairmont, Montana 
for our annual meeting in June 24-27, 2016. Membership is required to attend the meeting, 
but can be sent with the Registration information. Dues entitle members to have access to 
the APS Newsletter (with a notice sent to our members electronically and posted on our 
website), to receive the annual APS bulletin by regular mail and the opportunity to obtain 
penstemon seed through the annual APS Seed Exchange. Dues run on a calendar basis, 
renewable at the first of each year. Because the American Penstemon Society is a 501(c)
(3) charitable organization, all donations and memberships are tax-deductible to the extent 
allowed by the law. Unless otherwise specified, no goods or services are received for this 
donation. The receipt of a Newsletter, Bulletin, or seeds is not considered as “goods”.

US and Canadian annual dues are $15 in US currency; elsewhere $20 US. Annual 
dues for students are $5. Life Membership is $150. In addition, members may pay two 
years in advance and receive the third year free. Please do not send cash.

There are two methods to pay the dues, by PayPal® on our website at www.apsdev.org. 
or by check payable to American Penstemon Society and mailed to: 

Dale Lindgren/Phoebe McFarlane, Membership Secretaries
9202 Maloney Drive
North Platte, NE 69101

If you wish to contact Dale Lindgren and/or Phoebe McFarlane with questions about your 
membership, they can be reached at aps.membership@yahoo.com. Please update any 
current information with new phone numbers or e-mail address. Thanks for your enthusi-
astic support of the Society.

Name ________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Phone # _______________________________________________________

E-Mail ________________________________________________________ 

We do not sell, share or distribute member data in any manner. 

If you have changed your e-mail address lately or any other of your information we 
have on our APS Roster, please send this information to the Membership Chairmen 
at aps.membership@yahoo.com. Thank you.

version.2015.1130

www.apsdev.org
mailto:aps.membership%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:aps.membership%40yahoo.com?subject=
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APS Officers
Officer/Position	 Name	 email address
President............................................................ Randy Tatroe..................................................... rtatroe@q.com
Vice President....................................... Noel and Patricia Holmgren...............................nholmgren@nybg.org
Treasurer.......................................................Mary Cunningham................................aps.treasurer@yahoo.com
Finance Auditor..................................................Ed Godleski....................................... e.godleski@csuohio.edu
Membership Secretaries................ Phoebe McFarlane and Dale Lindgren...........aps.membership@yahoo.com
Past President......................................................Val Myrick...........................................vkmyrick@pacbell.net
Robins Coordinator..........................................Libby Wheeler..........................................glwheel@prodigy.net
Board Member.............................................. Gerald Klingaman..............................gklingaman@bgozarks.org
Board Member................................................Lupita Wesseler......................... wesseler@bendbroadband.com
Board Member....................................................Andi Wolfe............................................... wolfe.205@osu.edu
Special Projects............................................... Dorothy Tuthill............................................. dtuthill@uwyo.edu
Seed Exchange Director...................................Louise Parsons...............................................parsont@peak.org
Registrar of Cultivars and Hybrids.................. Dale Lindgren............................................ dlindgren1@unl.edu
Nominating Committee..................................... Mary Mastin.........................................mkmastin@prodigy.net
Librarian and Custodian of Slides.....................Stephen Love............................................... slove@uidaho.edu
Bulletin Editor...................................................Stephen Love............................................... slove@uidaho.edu
Website Administrator...................................Hugh Mac Millan....................................humanator@yahoo.com
Historian........................................................... Dale Lindgren............................................ dlindgren1@uni.edu
Newsletter Editor..............................................Ginny Maffitt....................................maffitt6540@comcast.net
Newsletter Publishing Assistance................... Martha Dibblee........................................ dibblee@hevanet.com
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