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ZOOM Meeting: 7/11/2020
On July 11, 2020 at 7 PM ET the American 

Penstemon Society (APS) will present Prof. Andi 
Wolfe, The Ohio State University, in a ZOOM 
webinar lecture entitled An evolutionary over-
view of Penstemon, from Pleistocene to 
present. The webinar will be presented using 
Zoom Meeting format. Attendees must have 
Zoom software <https://zoom.us/> installed on 
their phone or computer.

In addition to the lecture, President Dorothy 
Tuthill has planned the following agenda:

•	 Welcome.
•	 Teaser—the 2021 annual meeting in 

Utah, presented by Drs. Mikel Stevens 
and Stephen Love.

•	 Selection of photos from the COVID Pen-
stemon Gallery.

•	 Introduction of the new Board of Direc-
tors.

•	 Keynote address, Dr. Andi Wolfe.
•	 Closing.
Pre-registration with an e-mail address 

and payment ($20) is required. After registering 
and paying, you will be sent a Zoom Meeting 
number by e-mail.

Abstract: Penstemon is the largest genus 
endemic to North America with ca. 280 species. 
It is a relatively young genus, having originated 
between 3.4 to 3.7 million years ago. The major-
ity of diversification for the genus has occurred 
since the early Pleistocene, starting about 1.7 
million years ago. Most of the diversification 
correlates to a pattern of dispersal and founder 
events corresponding to interglacial periods. 
In this presentation, evolutionary pattern and 
process for this beautiful and diverse genus will 
be discussed, using the latest phylogeny for 243 

species as a framework.
Bio: Andi Wolfe is a professor in the De-

partment of Evolution, Ecology, and Evolution-
ary Biology at The Ohio State University. She 
has been doing research on Penstemon since 
1987, when she did her first independent study 
on P. oklahomensis as an undergraduate stu-
dent at the University of Oklahoma. Her Ph.D. 
dissertation focused on Richard Straw’s 1955 
hypotheses on hybrid speciation at the diploid 
level involving four species: P. centranthifolius, 
P. clevelandii, P. grinnellii, and P. spectabilis. 
Since joining the faculty at OSU her research 
has focused on phylogenetics, conservation 
genetics, and adaptive radiation of Penstemon.

8. P. coriaceous.20150820 ©2015 Andi Wolfe—all rights 
reserved

https://zoom.us/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnsc1wNslG-AbxJCo0jKwheVUoqYv6avbm2WeMW5wTc-Flcg/viewform
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01.P. cerrosensis.20180513 ©2017 Andi Wolfe - 
all rights reserved-2.

1.Penstemon acaulis.20170605 ©2017 Andi Wolfe - all rights reserved.

2.Penstemon hallii.20170712 ©2017 Andi Wolfe - all rights reserved.
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President’s Letter June 2020
We’ve been calling these times “strange” 

and “unprecedented” for months now, and they 
continue to get stranger, more unprecedented 
and more stressful as each week passes. Yet 
spring has come, more or less on schedule, 
and is making way for summer as I write this. 
The first penstemons have just come into bloom 
where I live, and this month is full of promise for 
many more (months and penstemons) to come.

My pandemic silver lining is that I am not 
travelling for work this summer like I usually 
do. I like my work, and I like travelling around 
Wyoming, but 
my dog and my 
gardens get ter-
ribly neglected. 
So, this summer I 
have resolved to 
reclaim the flower 
gardens from the 
grass that has 
overtaken them, 
and to take the 
dog camping 
frequently.

But that’s only 
partial compen-
sation for being 
unable to see my 
friends and fam-
ily, including my 
APS family. And 
nothing can make 
up for the loss of 
lives and liveli-
hoods that has occurred this past winter and 
spring. I send my deepest sympathy to those of 
you who have suffered.

It is my fervent hope for each of you that you 
are able to get outside to be with your favorite 
plants, whether that’s in remote and secret loca-
tions, in your garden, or both. 

Please send me your best photo of each 
species that you see (labelled, of course), and 
I’ll compile them into an album we can all enjoy. 
And, who knows, there may even be prizes for 
categories yet to be determined.

Very best wishes, and I look forward to see-
ing you virtually in July!

Dorothy
dtuthill@uwyo.edu

COVID penstemon gallery
How many species of penstemon can our 

members document in a year? Let’s see!
Please send your best photo of each Pen-

stemon species you encounter to Dorothy at 
dtuthill@uwyo.edu, for the 2020 COVID PEN-
STEMON GALLERY. We will be sharing some 
of our favorites at the 2021 annual meeting, but 
don’t stop sending photos then! We will collect 
photos throughout 2020. Photos will be made 
available to all members (venue TBD). The 
only rule is that photos must be taken in 2020. 
Garden plants are welcome. Please label to 
species, if you can, and provide location for 
each photo. 

Annual meeting
We are so sorry that we cannot have our 

usual in-person annual meeting this year! But 
we are doing the next best thing—a virtual 
meeting! Of course, it’s not even a close sec-
ond, but we hope that members who are not 
usually able to join, as well those who always 
come, will be able to come this condensed ver-
sion of an annual meeting. The date and time 
of the virtual annual meeting, which will feature 

a keynote address by Dr. Andi Wolfe, is Satur-
day July 11, 7 pm EASTERN time. Note that you 
will need to convert the time to whichever time 
zone you are in (6 pm Central, 5 pm Mountain, 
4 pm Pacific). Please feel free to bring food and 
beverages of your choice.

We are requesting a $20 donation to attend 

Photo: Maffitt.

mailto:dtuthill%40uwyo.edu?subject=Virtual%20APS%20meeting%207/11/20
mailto:dtuthill%40uwyo.edu?subject=Send%20your%20best%20penstemon%20photo
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the virtual annual meeting. These funds will sup-
port our Special Projects Grant Program, which 
come from the registration fees paid by annual 
meeting participants. An email with a link will 
provide payment and registration instructions.

Registration instructions for Zoom 
meeting July 11

You will pay first then you will register online. 
You then will receive an invi-
tation to register for the Zoom 
meeting. You will need to regis-
ter again (no fee this time), using 
the link you just received, to get 
the link to join the meeting. This 
sounds redundant, but is neces-
sary to prevent “zoom-bombing,” 
the really unfortunate experience 
of having a meeting disrupted by 
obscene or otherwise offensive 
uninvited persons. We will be 
verifying registrants before we sends out the 
final link, so please register no later than July 9. 
The $20 fee supports the grant programs.

Tentative Agenda:
•	 Welcome.
•	 Teaser—the 2021 annual meeting in 

Utah, presented by Drs. Mikel Stevens 
and Stephen Love.

•	 Selection of photos from the COVID Pen-
stemon Gallery.

•	 Introduction of the new Board of Direc-
tors.

•	 Keynote address, Dr. Andi Wolfe.
•	 Closing.

Special projects
The American Penstemon Society has 

awarded two grants this spring that focus on 
conservation and appreciation of penstemons in 
California. 

The Friends of Alhambra Creek, a volunteer 

organization in Martinez, CA, received $500 for 
plants, signage and other supplies to increase 
the presence of penstemons along the “Alham-
bra Native Plant Trail,” a series of native plant 
gardens on private and public lands throughout 
Martinez. As well as enhancing the beauty of 
their community, the gardens educate locals 
and visitors about the benefits of native plants, 
and about the value of penstemons to pollina-

tors.
Three botanists will 

use their $1000 award 
to conduct field surveys 
for Penstemon bicol-
or ssp. roseus, a rare 
species found only in 
California, Nevada and 
Arizona. They will be 
visiting all known sites 
in Castle Mountains 
National Monument, 

where eight of the nine known California occur-
rences are located, to inventory plants, assess 
phenology and viability, and map distribution. 
The data will be used to update California Natu-
ral Diversity Database records. Due to the pan-
demic, their field season has been postponed 
until April 2021.

Membership survey
You should have received an invitation to 

participate in the membership survey by email. 
If you have not participated, please do so now, 
or, if you participated right away, before a few 
bugs were worked out, please participate again. 
Thanks to all who already have completed the 
survey!

The survey can be found at: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/BXWQBNW. The survey 
will take only a few minutes of your time, but will 
provide valuable information for future planning.

07. P. eximeus. 20180509_20180509- 
©2017 Andi Wolfe—all rights reserved.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BXWQBNW.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BXWQBNW.
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APS ELECTION
According the by-laws of the APS, elec-

tions are held every three years at the annual 
meeting, and the new officers begin their terms 
immediately. However, because we are not able 

to meet this summer, and the complexities of 
voting via Zoom, we have decided to conduct 
the election online, prior to the virtual meeting in 
July.

Nominees for the board (term: July 
2020-summer 2023) include President, Andi 
Wolfe; Vice-president, Randy Tatroe; Secretary, 
Cindy Reed; Treasurer, Lupita Wesseler; and At-

Large Board Member nominees Mikel Stevens 
and Bob Pennington.

Candidate biographies
Andi Wolfe, candidate for President, is 

a professor in the Department of 
Evolution, Ecology, and Evolutionary 
Biology at The Ohio State Universi-
ty. She has been doing research on 
Penstemon since 1987, when she 
did her first independent study on P. 
oklahomensis as an undergraduate 
student at the University of Oklaho-
ma. Her Ph.D. dissertation focused 
on Richard Straw’s 1955 hypotheses 
on hybrid speciation at the diploid 
level involving four species: P. cen-
tranthifolius, P. clevelandii, P. grin-
nellii, and P. spectabilis. Since join-
ing the faculty at OSU her research 
has focused on phylogenetics, 
conservation genetics, and adaptive 
radiation of Penstemon. She is a life-
time member of the American Pen-
stemon Society and has been active 
since the early 1990s. She previous-
ly has served as Vice President and 
is a current member of the council.

Randy Tatroe, candidate for 
Vice-president, was APS president 
in 2014. He provided the following.

I am not a true plant nerd. While 
I am involved with, and held officer 
positions in, many plant societies 
(North American Rock Garden So-

ciety, American Penstemon Society, Eriogonum 
Society, Colorado Native Plant Society and the 
Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society), my 
real reason for belonging to these societies is 
to meet and converse with plant experts, to talk 
about their passions and professions, and to 
travel to the beautiful areas in the world where 
these plants grow. What I do best with plants is 

Photo by Ginny Maffitt. Hybrid penstemon.
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Beth Corbin, Membership Chair, is a retired 
BLM and Forest Service botanist who worked 
in northeastern California, northern Utah, and 
southwest Idaho, where she now putters in her 
garden (sometimes successfully) with Penste-
mons etc. and volunteers in various botanical 
activities. Beth currently is serving as member-
ship chair.

Mikel Stevens, candidate for At-Large Board 
Member, has had a long career in horticulture, 
disease resistance, and urban landscape-adapt-
ed cultivars derived from the native Penstemon 
of the Intermountain West. Dr Stevens’ recent 
research has led to the identification of new 
Penstemon taxa in the Intermountain area. He 
served on the faculty at Brigham Young Univer-
sity-Provo from 1995 until 2020, and is recently 
retired.

Bob Pennington, candidate for APS At-
Large Board member, sends the following 
greeting:

Hi—I am Bob Pennington. I am running to 
serve on your board of directors. I have served 
previously as your Board President. I did that 
and I do this because I wish to serve a genus 
I love and have propagated professionally for 
45 years via the Agua Fria Nursery in Santa Fe 
NM. It is my passion to learn ever more about 
Penstemons and to be able to commune with 
fellow “Penstemaniacs.” 

Vote online!

buy the ones I like and ask my wife, Marcia, to 
find a place for them in our garden (I have been 
known on many occasions to buy the same 
plant over and over). My strengths are manage-
ment and organization.

My professional careers were not associated 
with plants. My first career was as a health care 
executive in the USAF. After 22 years, I retired, 
changed careers and started working in higher 
education. I taught management, economics, 
hospital administration, critical thinking and 
some others, but soon was caught up in the new 
field of distance education. I pursued a PhD in 
that area and eventually became the Director of 
the Auraria Media Center in Denver CO. I retired 
from that career in 2007 and now spend my time 
traveling, supporting my wife in her writing and 
speaking career and photographing plants of all 
sorts wherever we find them. 

Cindy Reed, candidate for Secretary, is a 
long-time member of APS, having led a tour in 
the 1997 APS Annual Meeting in the Black Hills, 
where she also provided an official welcome to 
the conference. Cindy’s comprehensive plant 
list from the 1997 event is available in Vol. 56-2 
of the Bulletin of the American Penstemon 
Society.

Lupita Wesseler, candidate for Treasurer, 
has been a member of the APS since 2008. 
She enjoys rock gardening which supports her 
collection of Penstemons which offers a sea-
sonal display of color for the neighborhood. She 
loves to hike, bike and spend time with family 
and friends. She currently works as VP of Op-
erations for a commercial real estate brokerage 
handling administrative and accounting func-
tions.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dKHwmnsWrFwIN18tiCO5Z7FIMOZ_Ea2SWrIhAcG_KMA/edit
http://www.penstemons.org/images/bulletins/APS%2520Bulletin%252056-2%25201997.pdf
http://www.penstemons.org/images/bulletins/APS%2520Bulletin%252056-2%25201997.pdf
http://www.penstemons.org/images/bulletins/APS%2520Bulletin%252056-2%25201997.pdf
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APS New Members
Through May 22, 2020

2019
S Kelly Ambler........................ Denver CO
John Armstrong 

& Radovan Hajok............
 
Bloomington IN

Yvonne Berg.......................... Boulder CO
Jared Borba........................... Modesto CA
Jennifer Bousselot................. Centennial CO
Linda Cochran....................... Port Ludlow WA
Diana Dark............................ York England
Mark Dumont......................... Saint Albans VT
James Gatzke....................... Yerington NV
Calena Gray.......................... Walport OR
Sol Kohen.............................. Tucson AZ
Gayle Lehman....................... Steamboat Springs CO
Stefanie Luetkemeier............ Frankfurt Germany
Brian Martin........................... Hesston KS
Mary Menz............................. Ridgeway CO
Jan Midgley........................... Lakewood CO
James Moore......................... Gig Harbor WA
David & Jane Moss............... Palo Alto CA
Kathleen Mulac...................... Mansfield OH
Wally Newfeld........................ Prince George BC
Michael Open........................ Deux-Sevres France
Asmita Paudel....................... Logan UT
Jeanne Rich.......................... Vallejo CA
John Roden........................... Lima MT
Anne Schmidt........................ Portland OR
Shonna Sharrett.................... Ossining NY
Jay Shields............................ Los Angeles CA
Helen Simmonds................... Annabella UT
Jennifer Toews....................... Wheat Ridge CO
Bruce Turner.......................... Christianburg VA
Stephen Yarbrough................ Wheat Ridge CO
Great Plains Botanic Garden. Hermosa SD

2019 Added Life Membership
Lee Curtis.............................. Lakewood CO

2020
Eleanor Bales.................. Los Osos CA
Elizabeth Bergstrom........ Ennis MT
Meg Brant &  

Dawn Easterday........
 
Strasburg CO

Ken Carpenter................. Toronto Canada
Elizabeth Hickman........... Tulsa OK
Marsha Krantz................. Pooler GA
Grace Landry................... Durango CO
F. Bruce Mooers.............. Salt Lake City UT
Jane Moore..................... Martinez CA
Daniel Murphy................. Boise ID
Steve Price...................... Tucson AZ

A copy of the current APS roster is sent to those 
officers who need it, such as the Seed Exchange 
Director, Newsletter Editor, Bulletin publisher, Web-
site Administrator, and Annual Meeting Registrar. If 
messages or mail are returned, this information is 
sent to the Membership Chair to track down correct 
information. Each new member is sent a welcoming 
packet (letter from the APS President, bulletin, and 
2 seed packets). Rick Charnes sends new members 
an invitation to join the Google Chat Group. The 
Membership Chair provides an updated list of new 
and new Life members to the newsletter editor for 
each newsletter.

Here are some interesting statistics about the 
APS membership. We have members from 15 differ-
ent countries:
Australia Denmark Italy
Austria Finland Netherlands
Belgium France Norway
Canada Germany UK
Cyprus Hungary USA

Although most of our members are in the West, 
within the United States we have members from 34 
different states: AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, DC, FL, ID, IL, 
IN, KS, LA, MA, MD, MI, MN, MO, MT, NE, NM, NV, 
NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, SD, TX, UT, VA, VT, WA, WI, 
WY.



American Penstemon Society Membership Form

The American Penstemon Society is hundreds of penstemon aficionados world-wide, many of whom enjoy meet-
ing other APS members and traveling to interesting venues each year for our annual meetings/field trips. 

Dues include our APS Newsletter (with a link sent to our members electronically when each edition is published, 
and archived copies are posted on our website), the annual APS Bulletin, and the opportunity to obtain penstemon 
seed through the APS seed exchange. The membership year is January through December, and renewal dues are 
payable by the first of January in each subsequent year. The American Penstemon Society is a 501(c)(3) charita-
ble organization, and all donations and memberships are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the law. Unless 
otherwise specified, no goods or services are received for a donation. The receipt of a Newsletter or Bulletin is not 
considered as “goods”.

Effective January 1, 2019, annual membership dues are $25 for USA/Canada, $40 for international membership, 
and $250 for life membership. Three-year membership are $50 for US and Canada and $80 for International mem-
bers. Members may pay two years in advance and receive the third year free. 

Please do not send cash. 

There are two methods to pay the dues, by PayPal on our website at http://penstemons.org or by check payable 
to American Penstemon Society and mailed to: 

Beth Corbin, Membership Secretary
PO Box 52
Marsing, ID 83639

For new memberships, or to renew an existing membership, please print this page and fill in the member informa-
tion section below and either email it to Beth (aps.membership@yahoo.com) or mail it to her at the same time 
as your dues are being paid. Please contact Beth with any questions about your membership, or to update your 
contact information currently on file. Thanks for your enthusiastic support of the Society!

Membership Level:	 New       Renewal        Gift Membership:        from                                                      
		
US & Canada, one year................................................................... $25
US & Canada, three years............................................................... $50
International, one year..................................................................... $40
International, three years................................................................. $80
Student.............................................................................................. $5
Life Membership ........................................................................... $250
OPTIONAL: Donation to Special Projects Program $                             

Name                                                                                                                                                              

Address                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                        

Phone #                                                                                                                                                         

E-Mail                                                                                                                                                              

We do not sell, share or distribute member data in any manner

http://penstemons.org
mailto:aps.membership%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Nunc Dimittis
Daniel M. Schaaf, a previous member of the 

American Penstemon Society (APS), passed 
away on December 30, 2018 after a 4-year  bat-
tle with cancer. Dan attended numerous annual 
meetings of the APS, and especially enjoyed 
the 2009 APS trip to Mexico. He enjoyed visiting 
with members at the annual meetings and view-
ing the penstemon in field settings. 

Dan was an Agricultural Technician at the 
University of Nebraska West Central Research 
and Extension Center, Horticulture Program, at 
North Platte, Nebraska. He was employed there 
for 45 years. He was in charge of maintaining 
the horticulture plots and was a contributing 
team member to numerous new cultivars in-
cluding ‘Husker Red’ Penstemon. He also was 
co-author of several publications. His obituary 
follows.

“Daniel Marcellus Schaaf, 71 years of age 
– husband, father grandpa and friend passed 
away in North Platte, NE December 30, 2018 
after a hard-fought battle with cancer. He was 
born February 17, 1947 in Norfolk, NE to Marjo-

rie (Hansen) and Marcellus Schaaf.
Dan’s youth was spent in O’Neill, NE. In 

1966 he graduated from St. Mary’s High School 
in O’Neil. In 1969 he enlisted in and served his 
country as a United States Marine until 1971 
and was a Vietnam War Veteran. He earned 
a Bachelor of Science at Briar Cliff College in 
Sioux City, IA in 1972 and completed a Master 
of Science in 1984 from the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln. He worked as a Horticulturist 
for 45 years at the University of Nebraska West 
Central Research and Extension Center. A high-
light of Dan’s horticulture career was research-
ing penstemon with the American Penstemon 
Society in Chiluahua, Mexico.

Dan was known for his faith in God, his love 
of family, his faithful friendship, and unwaver-
ing appetite for Dr. Pepper, ice cream, coconut 
macaroons, and jelly beans. He loved Scripture 
and was enthused to hear these words ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant.’

Survivors include his wife of 47 years, Judie 
Zelfer Schaaf. His oldest daughter, Heidi, lives 
in Omaha, NE with husband Ben Gilbert and 
daughters Elle, Emily and Edison. His second 
daughter, Jayne Schaaf and husband Cameron 
Craig, live in North Platte, NE. His son, Joel 
Schaaf,  lives in Bellevue, NE, and youngest 
daughter, Danielle, lives in Colorado Springs, 
CO with husband Dustin Savage, and three 
children, Duke, Finney and Evi. Other survivors 
include sisters Dianne Hilger of David City, NE, 
Cathy Grutsch of Eagle River, Alaska, Yvonne 
White of Fort Calhoun NE, his brothers Marcel-
lus Schaaf of Anchorage, Alaska and Joseph 
Schaaf of Lake in the Hills, IL. Dan was preced-
ed in death by his parents and brother Lauren 
Schaaf.
—Submitted by Dale Lindgren

Photo by Ginny Maffitt. Hybrid Penstemon.
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APS Seed Exchange Information
Welcome to the 2019 seed exchange 

[OPEN: DECEMBER 1ST, 2019 MARCH 1ST, 
2020]. 

Once again, we want to thank all the 
members that have donated seed this year 
and encourage everyone to consider donat-
ing next year. Any amount of seed, cleaned 
or uncleaned, is greatly appreciated and may 
be just what another member is looking to 
grow in their garden! Thank you in advance 
for helping to continue to make this a part of 
what the society has to offer members.

A complete list of all available seed in 
inventory from 2013 to 2019 is listed along 
with any notes as to the collection location 
ONLINE. Mail orders to the address below if 
paying with check or cash. PayPal may be 
used for payments online. The minimum order 
for using PayPal is $5.00. Orders may be 
emailed to aps.seedex@yahoo.com.

Donors – Donors may request as many 
species of seed (up to 20) as they donated, 
free of charge. Donors are given preference 
for choices, when practical.

Overseas Members – May continue to 
request up to 10 packets free of charge. Ad-
ditional packets, up to 10, may be requested 
with payment.

Ordering: Please use the request form 
and include the information requested so 
there is no misunderstanding. You may order 
up to 20 packets. The form is available as a 
pdf. and in MS Word for your convenience. 
Order deadline is March 1st.

The form can be emailed to me at: 
aps.seedex@yahoo.com

Or mailed to:
Rick Wesseler
2841 NE Shepard Road
Bend, OR 97701

Substitutions: Some seed is very limited 
in quantity. These are marked on the seed list 
with a *. We will make every effort to pro-
vide the seed, but the quantity sent may be 
small. In case the seed is no longer available, 
please include a list of substitutions with your 
order. 

Payment: The APS has continued to hold 
the cost of each packet at 50 cents, but due 
to increasing postage cost, the decision was 
made to add $1.00 to each order to cover 
shipping. 

Checks/Cash – Please make checks to 
“American Penstemon Society” and include 
with your request form.

PayPal – Mail or Email form and make 
payment for the total cost of the order by 
clicking on the PayPal link on this page. 
Orders will not be processed until payment is 
received.

The Seed Exchange is open to current 
APS members. New membership and mem-
bership renewals payments can be made 
via the Membership Page. If you have any 
questions regarding your membership status, 
please email Beth Corbin our membership 
chair at  
aps.membership@yahoo.com.

https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/seedex
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/seedex
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/16-seed-exchange
mailto:aps.seedex@yahoo.com
mailto:apsseedex@yahoo.com
https://www.penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
mailto:aps.membership@yahoo.com
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AMERICAN	PENSTEMON	SOCIETY	SEED	EXCHANGE	ORDER	FORM	

		 Lot	#	 No.	 Species	Name	 Fee	

Example	 19-001	 58	 P.	confertus	 	$																0.50		

1	 		 		 		 		

2	 		 		 		 		

3	 		 		 		 		

4	 		 		 		 		

5	 		 		 		 		

6	 		 		 		 		

7	 		 		 		 		

8	 		 		 		 		

9	 		 		 		 		

10	 		 		 		 		

11	 		 		 		 		

12	 		 		 		 		

13	 		 		 		 		

14	 		 		 		 		

15	 		 		 		 		

16	 		 		 		 		

17	 		 		 		 		

18	 		 		 		 		

19	 		 		 		 		

20	 		 		 		 		

Seed	packet	fees	@	.50	per	packet:	 		

Handling	and	Mailing:	 	$																	1.00		

		 Total:	 		

Name	and	Mailing	Address:	 	  

		 		

		 		

		 		

		 		

Your	email	address:	 		 		
	     

Payment	Type:	 Check	Enclosed	 	
  	 Mail	order	form	to:		 	
   Rick	Wesseler	 	
   2841	NE	Shepard	Rd	 	
   Bend,	OR	97701	 	
  	  
  PayPal	Payment	Made	via	APS	website:	Penstemons.org	

	  

	

PayPal		Minimum	Order	$5.00	 	
   Email	order	to:	aps.seedex@yahoo.com	 	

	

AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY SEED EXCHANGE ORDER FORM
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No. Species
4 P. acuminatus
6 P. albertinus

10 P. ambiguus
14 P. anguineus
15 P. angustifolius
18 P. aridus
19 P. arkansanus
20 P. attenuatus
24 P. azureus
26 P. barbatus
27 P. barnebyi
28 P. barrettiae
33 P. brandegeei
43 P. canescens
44 P. cardinalis
45 P. cardwellii
46 P. carnosus
48 P. centranthifolius
52 P. clevelandii
53 P. clutei
54 P. cobaea
55 P. comarrhenus
57 P. concinnus
58 P. confertus
59 P. confusus
63 P. cyananthus
65 P. cyanocaulis
66 P. cyathophorus
68 P. davidsonii
73 P. deustus
74 P. digitalis
75 P. diphyllus
81 P. eatonii
82 P. elegantulus
84 P. eriantherus
85 P. euglaucus
87 P. fasciculatus
93 P. floridus
95 P. franklinii
96 P. fremontii

No. Species
189 P. paviflorus
190 P. parvulus
191 P. patens
195 P. peckii
197 P. pennellianus
201 P. petiolatus
202 P. pinifolius
203 P. pinorum
207 P. pratensis
208 P. procerus
210 P. pruinosus
213 P. pseudospectabilis
223 P. richardsonii
224 P. roezlii
225 P. rostriflorus
229 P. rydbergii
232 P. scapoides
234 P. secundiflorus
236 P. sepalulus
237 P. serrulatus
239 P. smallii
240 P. spatulatus
241 P. speciosus
242 P. spectabilis
246 P. strictus
247 P. subglaber
251 P. superbus
256 P. teucrioides
257 P. thompsoniae
264 P. tubaeflorus
267 P. utahensis
268 P. venustus
270 P. virens
271 P. virgatus
277 P. whippleanus
278 P. wilcoxii

No. Species
98 P. fruticosus
99 P. gairdneri

100 P. gentianoides
103 P. glaber
106 P. glandulosus
108 P. globosus
111 P. gracilentus
114 P. grandiflorus
115 P. griffinii
116 P. grinnellii
118 P. hallii
120 P. harringtonii
122 P. havardii

124.5 P. hesperius
129 P. hirsutus
130 P. humilis
133 P. immanifestus
134 P. incertus

140.5 P. kunthii
142 P. laetus
144 P. laevis
149 P. leiophyllus
150 P. lemhiensis
152 P. leonardii
153 P. leonensis
154 P. linarioides
156 P. lyallii
158 P. mensarum
165 P. montanus

167.5 P. mucronatus
169 P. murrayanus
170 P. nanus
173 P. neotericus
174 P. newberryi
175 P. nitidus
181 P. osterhoutii
182 P. ovatus
183 P. pachyphyllus
186 P. palmeri
187 P. papillatus

In Stock Species Summary
(Use yearly inventory lists online for ordering)
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Minutes of May 31, 2019 APS Board 
Meeting

Antlers Inn, Walden, Colorado, May 31, 2019
Friday, May 31, 2019, 2:00 PM

Present: Beth Corbin, Steve Love, Hugh 
MacMillan, Ginny Maffitt, Bob Pennington, Cin-
dy Reed, Randy Tatroe, Dorothy Tuthill, Ellen 
Watrous, Lupita Weseler, Rick Wesseler, Andi 
Wolfe

Old Business
1. Dorothy Tuthill, President, read the 2018 

Board Minutes which were corrected and ac-
cepted.

2. Ellen Watrous was formally appointed as 
Secretary, filling a vacant position on the Board.

3. Lupita Wesseler, Treasurer, reported on 
the Society’s annual operating costs. In general, 
the Society’s yearly expenses exceed revenues. 
Suggestions to bring annual expenses in line 
with revenues included reducing publication 
costs and only making special project and stu-
dent grants when there are excess funds for the 
year. Also, it was expressed that at a minimum 
annual meeting expenses needed to be covered 
by annual meeting costs, if not budgeting meet-
ings to specifically generate a surplus. Anoth-
er suggestion to increase revenue included 
marketing advertising space in the Bulletin for 
goods and services that would interest ama-
teur botanists. Andi Wolfe noted that the typical 
professional society had a permanent fund of 
about three times annual revenue as a buffer for 
contingencies.

Reports
1. Lupita Wesseler, Treasurer, presented 

the Society’s September 30, 2018, balance 
sheet, and and a cash-basis operating state-
ment the year ended September 30, 2018, 
along with a cash receipts ledger for the year. 
Checking and savings totaled $26,230.80 at 
September 30, 2018, while receipts for the 12 

months were $14,944.26 and disbursements 
were $16,258.69. It was noted that, for at least 
the second year in a row, disbursements have 
exceeded receipts.

2. Beth Corbin, Membership, reported that 
membership stands 260 paid to date, similar 
to last year’s number. Reminders were sent to 
43 members who paid for 2018 but hadn’t yet 
renewed for 2019. Membership includes 77 life 
members, 27 new members since May 2018 
including 8 new life members. Our members 
come from 15 countries and 34 USA states. We 
donated an APS membership to NARGS, and 
membership dues were raised in 2019 to $25 
annually, $40 for international memberships, 
and $250 for life memberships. Two years pay-
ment for three years of membership continues.

Andi Wolfe moved that membership renewal 
forms/processes include a separate additional 
$5.00 donation for the grants program, with an 
opt out category for those who don’t wish to 
donate to the grants fund. Motion was seconded 
and approved. 

Andi volunteered to be fund raising chair and 
will request life members to donate to the grants 
program.

3. Ginny Maffitt, Newsletter, reported that 
she and Martha Diblee, Newsletter Publishing 
Assistance, were resigning after many years of 
service. The Board expressed its gratitude. A 
replacement to write and distribute the News-
letter will be requested at the Annual Business 
Meeting.

•	 Ask Ron Ratko if he would write an article 
on seed collecting for the Newsletter.

•	 Ask Steve Love for a newsletter article.
4. Steve Love, Bulletin Publisher, reported a 

$1,000 annual publishing cost increase because 
of the move to a new publisher following the 
closure of Ag Press. He proposes to send this 
year’s file to other publishers to ask for samples 
of work and quotes.

5. Rick Wesseler, Seed Exchange, said 
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he filled 48 seed orders this year totaling 765 
packets, two thirds to members in the United 
States and a third internationally. Ohio State 
Germplasm Center has Penstemon collections 
archived. Archival material requires locality 
information including collection date, GPS loca-
tion and elevation.

6. Dorothy Tuthill, Grants Chair, reported on 
special grants and projects for 2018-2019. None 
had been completed as of this meeting. She 
stated that incoming proposals continue to drop 
in numbers, and she would consider targeting 
schools of horticulture and range management 
for studies including penstemons as the focus. 
This year we received only one graduate stu-
dent proposal, two small grant proposals, and 
a request for assistance with book publishing 
costs. $2,000 was awarded to a graduate stu-
dent studying morphological and physiological 
responses of Penstemon species to saline 
irrigation water to inform landscape use in arid 
and semiarid parts of the west, $900 to a land 
conservancy for restoration trials of four native 
Penstemon species, and $2,000 to help with 
publication costs of the forthcoming book “Natu-
ral History of the Penstemons of Utah”.

Andi Wolfe proposed the formation of a 
standing committee to award grants in order to 
be completely transparent in the process. Steve 
Love volunteered to be on the committee, and 
Andi volunteered to be an ad hoc reviewer.

7. Hugh MacMillan, former Webmaster, is 
continuing to flesh out the new website, and will 
tutor his replacement webmaster and manage 
the backside of the website until that person is 
up to speed. He added a new level of admin-
istrative security to the website and proposed 
purchasing a new website security protection 
software program (compliant with European 
Union privacy laws) at an annual cost of $150, 
which was agreed on.

8. Dale Lindgren, Historian, was not present 
to report.

New Business
1. Planning the annual meetings for the next 

three years. Andi Wolfe’s preparation for the 
August 2020 annual meeting in Mexico is well 
underway. The route is coordinated with antic-
ipated blooming times of the regional Mexican 
species of Penstemons. She’ll present a short 
photographic pre-tour show at this year’s ban-
quet meeting to galvanize interest. The cost of 
the meeting will be paid by participants, and de-
pending on the number of attendees, is expect-
ed to run $1,200 to $1,500 per person, excluding 
airfare to Mexico City.

Suggestions for 2021 and 2022 annual 
meetings included the Blue Mountain, Idaho 
Panhandle (Dave Tank, University of Idaho?), 
Big Bend in August, Santa Fe. Randy Tatroe 
said he would continue to help with programs in 
2021 and 2022.

•	 Discuss 2021 destination at Fall Board 
phone meeting?

2. Publisher for the Journal. Steve Love will 
investigate alternate publishers for the Journal, 
as long as the current format doesn’t change, to 
maintain quality standards while keeping within 
the Society’s financial constraints. He will also 
investigate formats for archiving copies of the 
Journal.

3. Original Penstemon artwork for the 
frontspiece of Intermountain Flora v. 7. Dorothy 
Tuthill received it back from the publisher and 
wants to discuss what to do with it. Andi Wolfe 
suggested using the art in a raffle to generate 
funds for the grants program. She suggested 
pairing the art with a copy of Intermountain Flo-
ra v. 7 in a raffle at the 2021 annual meeting.

4. Upcoming election, 2020-23. A nominat-
ing chair is needed, with an outgoing personality 
and who knows everyone. A volunteer for the 
position will be solicited at the banquet dinner. 
Andi Wolfe submitted herself for consideration 
as the next president, and Randy Tatroe nomi-
nated himself as the next vice president. A call 
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will be placed in the fall newsletter for addition-
al nominations, and Dorothy Tuthill will collect 
the names. A list will be generated and sent to 
members for voting. Incoming officers should be 
elected before the next annual meeting so that 
they may attend a Board meeting.

5. There was discussion over the need for 
more Board meetings to transact Society busi-
ness. Quarterly meetings by conference call, 
zoom meetings hosted by Steve Love, or Skype 
meetings sugested by Andi Wolfe were all 
considered. It was moved and approved unan-
imously that the Board hold quarterly meetings 
electronically, no later than October, January 
and March each year.

Steve Love will organize a doodle pole later 
this summer, and send zoom invitations. A re-
quest for agenda items will also be issued.

6. Further items in brief: Credit card capabil-
ity on website; strategy for recruiting new mem-
bers; long term balance target in checking and 
savings accounts.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm, with a sug-

gestion to keep future meetings under two 
hours.

Respectfully submitted by 
Ellen Watrous, Secretary
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Minutes of May 14, 2020 APS Board 
Meeting

Present: Dorothy Tuthill, Steven Love, Mikel 
Stevens, Andi Wolfe, Hugh MacMillan, Martha 
Dibblee, Lupita Wesseler, Cindy Reed, Beth 
Corbin

2020 meeting—After a short discussion, the 
decision was made to not meet in person this 
summer, due to concerns over the health risks 
to members. Other options considered:

•	 Virtual meeting with guest speaker. 
•	 Photo contest to engage all members 

throughout the summer.
•	 Encourage members to scout for future 

annual meetings.
Andi agreed to present at a virtual meet-

ing. Time was set for Saturday, July 11, 7 pm 
Eastern time. Meeting will be by Zoom; partic-
ipants must register to receive login (to avoid 
Zoombombing). We will request donation of $20 
per person to go to the Special Projects Grant 
program. Initial registration and fee payment will 
be through website, additional registration for 
the Zoom meeting required.

Martha offered to help set up a Google reg-
istration form for the website, if needed.

Photo “contest” became “Covid penstemon 
gallery.” Members will be encouraged to doc-
ument, through photography, as many species 
as possible, and share on Facebook. At end of 
season we will compile all photos and announce 
the number of species/taxa documented over 
the course of the season. *We need someone to 
lead this activity!* Please volunteer.

Newsletter—Martha and Ginny will produce 
a newsletter as quickly as possible. Contents 
to include information about meeting (Andi will 
send title to Martha), list of board nominees, 
Covid penstemon gallery.

Dorothy will send member survey to assess 
participation and interest of members soon 
(i.e, May 18 or 19), and include updates on the 
events planned for this summer.

2021 annual meeting—Although we had 
agreed previously to meet in northern Idaho in 
2021, the decision was made to meet in Utah 
instead. Mikel Stevens and Steven Love already 
have begun preparations for a Utah meeting, 
and expressed willingness to persist for next 
year. Beth reported that she has been unable to 
make contact with Dave Tank, but she, too, will 
persist, in preparation for an Idaho meeting in 
2022.

Andi suggested a weekly (or periodic) vir-
tual penstemon quiz “to provide some interest” 
recalling her classroom activities.
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AmazonSmile!
In The Penstemaniac (Summer 2017) American Penstemon Society (APS) Treasurer 

Mary Cunningham introduced AmazonSmile as a fundraising option for the Society. 
Anyone who uses Amazon can use AmazonSmile instead, in which AmazonSmile 

donates 0.5% of each sale to a charity. Donations are issued four times per year (February, 
May, August, November) for donations generated in the previous quarters. If the balance 
is under $5.00, donation deposits will be issued only once per year. If the customer selects 
APS as the charity recipient, APS will receive a cash award at least once a year. Only one 
charity per Amazon account is allowed.

To associate your Amazon account with APS AmazonSmile click on APS’ unique charity 
link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/83-0267834. Note that if you’ve recently made Amazon 
purchases, you must log out of your Amazon account and click on the APS link to activate 
APS AmazonSmile.

After you’ve made a purchase on AmazonSmile you will receive an email that reads in 
part:

“Thanks for visiting smile.amazon.com! Per your request, we have successfully changed 
the AmazonSmile charity you are supporting to American Penstemon Society.”

Details about AmazonSmile are available online. When you check out after a purchase 
on AmazonSmile you will be prompted to identify your charity. 

Help spread the word to our members so they can generate donations for APS when 
they shop on Amazon using AmazonSmile.

Bookmark AmazonSmile and remember to order through AmazonSmile!
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APS Board members 2020
Elected members (term 3 years)                          Name                                                         email address

President...........................................................Dorothy Tuthill............................................. dtuthill@uwyo.edu

Vice President.........................................................Vacant................................................................................

Treasurer.........................................................Lupita Wesseler...............................aps.treasurer@yahoo.com

Secretary........................................................... Ellen Watrous..................................... watrous4@comcast.net

Membership........................................................Beth Corbin..............................aps.membership@yahoo.com

At-large................................................................Andi Wolfe.............................................wolfe.205@osu.edu

At-large............................................................... Cindy Reed............................................... c.reed@gpnps.org

At-large............................................................Bob Pennington........................................ aguafrianr@aol.com

Appointed members.................................................Name.......................................................... email address

Newsletter Editor ............................................... Ginny Maffitt..............................ginnyvaccinium1@gmail.com

Seed Exchange................................................. Rick Wesseler.........................wesseler@bendbroadband.com

Website administrator...................................... Hugh Mac Millan...................................humanator@yahoo.com

Nominating Committee............................................ vacant................................................................................

Bulletin Editor.................................................... Stephen Love............................................. slove@uidaho.edu

Grants Chair......................................................Dorothy Tuthill............................................. dtuthill@uwyo.edu

Historian............................................................ Dale Lindgren...........................................dlindgren1@uni.edu

Newsletter Publishing Assistance..................... Martha Dibblee..................................... mgdibblee@gmail.com

Librarian and Custodian of Slides...................... Stephen Love............................................. slove@uidaho.edu

Registrar of Cultivars and Hybrids..................... Dale Lindgren...........................................dlindgren1@unl.edu

Robins Coordinator........................................... Libby Wheeler......................................... glwheel@prodigy.net

Marketing........................................................... Ginny Maffitt..............................ginnyvaccinium1@gmail.com

Cartoon by Doug Hastings 
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