
President’s Letter
Hello fellow Penstemaniacs—

I hope you are looking forward to our July 
meeting in central Oregon. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Lupita Wesseler, Dorothy 
Tuthill, Stephen Love, and Randy Tatroe for or-
ganizing this event. I’m looking forward to visiting 
the state of my birth, and where I’ve spent many 
pleasant weeks throughout my lifetime in the ar-
eas where we will have our field trips. Please do 
join us—this will be a great meeting, I’m sure.

Speaking of meetings, we have a good trajec-
tory for the next three years: 2023—Flagstaff, AZ; 
2024—Washington State; 2025—Great Plains 
(tentatively based in Norman, Oklahoma). If you 
have a favorite region where there are lots of pen-
stemons to view, please speak up. We would like 
to have a three-year window for future meeting 
plans.

Our society is doing well, despite the chal-
lenges the pandemic threw our way. We do need 
more members to become involved for all aspects 
of governance. If you are interested in participat-
ing, please let me know (andiwolfe@yahoo.com). 
We will need candidates for the board—mem-
bers-at-large, especially. Committees in need of 
volunteers include grants and meetings. We al-
ways are in need of articles for the newsletter and 
bulletin.

We are hoping to have a webinar in the fall. 
Stay tuned for more developments on that and on 
our expansion of our social media efforts.
Happy spring!
	 Andi Wolfe, President
	 American Penstemon Society
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Join us in Central Oregon Friday, July 8th-Sunday, July 12th
The 2022 annual meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 8th through Sunday, July 10th with three field 
trips Saturday and Sunday and optional two post-meeting tours scheduled for Monday, July 11th. Ac-
tivities will be based out of the Deschutes County Fairgrounds in Redmond, Oregon. We are looking 
forward to gathering with our membership in the emerging post-covid environment. 

It has been a mild winter here in Central Oregon. Recent precipitation gives us hope for a decent 
wildflower season this summer. We have some exciting keynote speakers lined up for our meeting 
and field trip leaders with local knowledge of the area and lots of enthusiasm for Penstemons and 
outdoor adventures. 

Saturday, July 10th and Sunday July, 11th Field Trip Options
Attendees will choose one of the three field trips listed below with Penstemons located in the areas. 
The same field trips are available Saturday and Sunday. 

•	 Field Trip 1 - Cascade Lakes Scenic Byway - Mount Bachelor, Sparks Lake, Devil’s Garden (P. 
davidsonii var davidsonii, P. humilis, P. euglaucus, P. humilis subsp. humilis, P. procerus, P. 
rydbergii, P. rupicola, P. fruticosus var. fruticosus.

•	 Field Trip 2 -Black Butte/Metolius River (Metolius River Preserve, Camp Sherman) – P. peckii, 
P. euglaucus, P. humilis subsp. humilis, Penstemon humilis var. cinereus, p. fruiticosus var. 
fruticosus, P. richardsonii subsp. Dentatus, P. speciosus.

•	 Field Trip 3 - Ochoco Mountains (Lookout Mountain/Big Summit Prairie) (P. rydbergii, P. gard-
nerii var. gairdneri, p. speciosis, P. fruticosus var. fruticosus, P. roezlii, P. richardsonii subsp. 
Dentatus, P. speciosus).

Registration Information 
2022 American Penstemon Society Annual Meeting Update

Lupita Wesseler, 2022 Annual Meeting Arrangements Chair
Randy Tatroe, 2022 Annual Meeting Arrangements Co-Chair

P. rydbergii and Cascade Mountains -View of South Sisters, Broken Top and Mt Bachelor from Davis Lake, Oregon

http://penstemons.org
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Monday, July 11th Optional Fieldtrips
•	 Field Trip Option 1 - Tombstone Pass (Iron Mountain) 

•	 Field Trip Option 2 - The Island/ Tam-a-láu Trail at Cove Palisades State Park

Keynote Speakers
Maret Pajutee worked on the Sisters Ranger District for over 25 
years, starting as a fire lookout and then working in sustainable 
forestry, watershed restoration, recreation management, post-fire 
rehabilitation, and invasive and rare plant species management. 
She worked on ecological studies and surveys of the rare endem-
ic Peck’s penstemon to assemble known information and update 
management strategies for this fire evolved species, found only 
in the Sisters area. Maret also served as a team leader of public 
land partnerships addressing controversial issues such as old 
growth management, name changes to meet Tribal Trust Re-

sponsibilities, and recreation management to protect Wild and Scenic River values. She retired as a 
District Ecologist for the Sisters Ranger District of the U.S. Forest Service in 2016. She continued to 
serve on the Forest Service National Collaboration Cadre until 2020. In 2020, she was appointed by 
the Governor to the Oregon Conservation and Recreation Fund Advisory Committee which provides 
a new way to fund conservation and sustainable recreation in Oregon. She has a Master’s degree in 
Entomology and a Bachelor’s degree in Zoology from Oregon State University. She lives across from 
a fire lookout in Sisters Oregon with her husband Rod Bonacker. 

Nan C. Vance, PhD, Research Plant 
Physiologist Emeritus, USDA Forest 
Service. A plant physiologist/ecologist 
and leader of the Biology and Culture 
of Forest Plants Team, Pacific North-
west Research Station, Nan also 
served on the graduate faculty in the 
Department of Forest Science, and 
Plant Physiology Program at Oregon 
State University. Over 20 years she 

presented and published 40 papers in the physiological ecology, 
restoration biology and pollination ecology of native forest and prairie plants of the northwestern U.S. 
Now, as a retiree perennially in the field, she enjoys exercising her curiosity and lifelong devotion to 
plants and insects in the wild. She tries to relay the natural phenomena of their interactions and rela-
tionships and their beauty through photographic communication.

P. attenuatus with pollinator bee. 
(photo Nan Vance) P. pennelianus P vespoides. 

(photo Nan Vance)
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Carrie Gordon retired in 2017. She was the Forest Geologist on the 
Ochoco National Forest and Crooked River National Grassland, U.S. For-
est Service, headquartered in Prineville, OR.  

In 1977, Carrie received her BA in Geology from Central Washington 
State College (now Central Washington University), Ellensburg, Washing-
ton. After working in central Washington, northern Arizona and the Ore-
gon central coast range for the Forest Service, Carrie moved to central 
Oregon in 1992.  She is a Registered Geologist in the States of Oregon 
and Washington. She is also an Oregon Master Naturalist, through the 

OSU Extension program. Carrie has had a life-long fascination with the land and the rocks, listening 
to the stories they tell.

Meals
Cost for meals associated with the Friday reception and the Saturday evening banquet are included 
in the registration fee. All other meal arrangements are the responsibility of attendees. Pack a lunch 
and carry it with you on the Saturday, Sunday, and Monday field trips. Most field trips involve travel 
into somewhat isolated areas (high clearance vehicles not required). It is critical that you begin each 
field trip with enough food and water for an all-day excursion.

2022 Annual Meeting Schedule

Friday, July 8th

2:30-3:30 PM	APS Board Meeting	

4:00 PM	 Registrant Check-in	

5:00 PM	 Welcome Reception	

6:00 PM	 Speaker - Maret Pajutee, USDA Forest Service, Sisters District Ecologist 

Talk on Pecks Penstemon

6:45 PM	 Speaker - Nan Vance, PhD, Research Plant Physiologist Emeritus, USDA Forest Ser-
vice (Retired) - Talk on Penstemon Pollinators

Saturday, July 9th

8:00 AM	 Field Trip Departures – Deschutes County Expo Center Parking Lot	  

3:00 PM	 Field Trip Return	

6:00 PM	 Reception	

6:30 PM	 Dinner	

6:45 PM	 APS Business Meeting	

http://penstemons.org
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7:00 PM	 Speaker - Carrie Gordon - USDA Forest Service, Forest Geologist, Ochoco National 
Forest (Retired), Talk on Central Oregon Geologic Overview of Field Trip Locations

Sunday, July 10th

8:00 AM	 Field Trip Departures - Deschutes County Expo Center Parking Lot	  

3:00 PM	 Field Trip Return to Redmond	

		  Dinner 	 Members on their own 

Monday, July 11th

8:00 AM	 Field Trip Departures - Deschutes County Expo Center Parking Lot	  

3:00 PM	 Field Trip Return to Redmond or journey home

Register and Book Your Stay Now

Summer tourism and vacation planning activity is heating up and lodging and car rental reserva-
tions are competitive during the summer months. There is also a large event, Overland Expo PNW 
scheduled at the Deschutes County Expo Center the same weekend of our annual meeting, which 
is expected to draw many people from out of the area. Book your lodging and car rental reservations 
soon. Bend and Sisters are alternative lodging locations and a about a 20-minute drive from Red-
mond.

Annual Meeting Registration

Register for the meeting via the following links, Online Registration Form  or Click here to down-
load the Mail-in Registration Form and mail to the address below. 

Lupita Wesseler
2841 NE Shepard Road
Bend, OR 97701-5825

If you have any questions about registration email Lupita at aps.treasurer@yahoo.com.

Note: You must be a member of the American Penstemon Society to attend the annual meeting. If 
you are not a member and wish to attend, please fill out and submit the online registration form on 
the American Penstemon Society web page: https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/member-
ships. 

http://penstemons.org
https://penstemons.org/index.php/annual-meetings/registration
https://penstemons.org/images/meetings/2022/APS%20Registration%20Form%202022.pdf
mailto:aps.treasurer%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
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Travel to Redmond (Getting Here) Redmond can easily be reached via air (Roberts Field, Red-
mond Municipal Airport) or ground transport. You can fly into the Portland International Airport, 
rent a car and drive three hours (145 miles) southeast on US Highway 26 to Redmond. Portland 
International Airport is served by several major US airlines. 

You may drive to Redmond from the east or west via Oregon State Route 126 or from the north or 
south via US Highway 97/197.

Where to Stay 

Hotels and Motels in Redmond (Hotels near fairgrounds below)

•	 Best Western Plus Rama Inn, 2630 SW 17th Pl, Redmond, OR, (541) 548-8080.

•	 Comfort Suites Redmond Airport, 2243 SW Yew Ave, Redmond, OR, (541) 504-8900.

•	 Super 8 by Wyndham, 3629 SW 21st Pl, Redmond, OR, (541) 548-8881.

•	 Hampton Inn Redmond Bend Airport, 3901 SW 21st St, Redmond, OR, (541) 527-1948.

•	 Redmond Vacation Rental Options

•	 Bend Lodging 

•	 Sisters Lodging

Camping Options – The camping at the Deschutes County Expo Overland Expo PNW Center is 
reserved for . You may be able to reserve onsite RV and tent camping at the fairgrounds through 
Overland Expo by purchasing an event ticket through their event portal. Visit links below for other 
camping options.

•	 Redmond Camping Camping

•	 Sisters Camping Camping

•	 Crooked River Camping
•	 Bend Camping

http://penstemons.org
https://www.visitredmondoregon.com/getting-to-redmond-oregon/%20
http://www.flyrdm.com/
http://www.flyrdm.com/
https://www.flypdx.com/
https://www.visitredmondoregon.com/lodging-in-redmond-oregon/hotels-motels/
https://www.visitredmondoregon.com/lodging-in-redmond-oregon/vacation-rentals/
https://www.visitbend.com/where-to-stay/
https://www.sisterscountry.com/stay%23%21directory
https://www.overlandexpo.com/pacific-northwest/buy-tickets-pnw/
https://www.visitredmondoregon.com/lodging-in-redmond-oregon/rv-parks-camping/
https://www.google.com/search?q=rv+camping+sisters+oregon&sxsrf=APq-WBti-dgBzsOx_o8zBQU8P-GIhWTQuQ%3A1648852209927&ei=8XxHYueYOMuwytMPkd2isAY&ved=0ahUKEwin1YmS9fP2AhVLmHIEHZGuCGYQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=rv+camping+sisters+oregon&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQgAEIAEMgYIABAIEB4yBQgAEIYDMgUIABCGAzIFCAAQhgM6BwgjELADECc6BwgAEEcQsAM6CggAEEcQsAMQyQM6CAgAEJIDELADOgQIABANOgYIABAHEB46CAgAEAgQBxAeSgQIQRgASgQIRhgAUPsGWNskYOsnaAFwAXgAgAGJAYgB1AeSAQMwLjiYAQCgAQHIAQrAAQE&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/gateways/16820
https://oregonisforadventure.com/camping-near-bend/
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


- 

2022 APS ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION
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2022 APS Annual Meeting Fieldtrip Leaders
David Miller—Volun-
teer with the De-
schutes Land Trust—
will lead a hike to the 
Metolius River Pre-
serve. David Miller is 
a retired electrician 
whose hobbies in-
clude classic guitar, 
writing fiction, and 
the study of native 
plants. He was a do-
cent for six years at 
the Regional Parks 
Botanic Garden and 
more recently at the 
Audubon Canyon 
Ranch in California. 
Since moving to 
Sisters he has been 
fascinated by the 
flora on both sides 
of the Cascades. He 

likes to enliven his wild plant tours with stories, history, Indian uses, principles of botany, and even 
some evolutionary theory. He is currently working on a novel called The First Bird.

Deschutes Land Trust
210 NW Irving Avenue, Suite 102
Bend, Oregon 97703
O. (541) 330-0017
deschuteslandtrust.org

David Miller will lead two tours for the Penstemon Society on:

•	 July 9, 2022 from 8:30-11am

•	 July 10, 2022 from 8:30-11am

Group size will be limited to 15 participants max each day. David will meet the group at the Lower 
Bridge trailhead: driving directions and a what to bring list are below. Please have all attendees either 
sign a waiver in person or electronically before the tour. David can collect these on site or Lupita you 
can email them to me. Our waiver is attached. Finally, as David will share with the group on site, the 
route they will take into the Preserve to see the Peck’s penstemon is a special permission tour. The 

David Miller—Deschutes Land Trust Hike Leader

https://www.deschuteslandtrust.org/
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Preserve is closed to the public and attendees will be reminded that they cannot return to visit and 
see the Peck’s on their own.

What to Bring:

•	 wear closed toe shoes

•	 bring plenty of water, snacks, etc.

•	 dress for the weather (layers...as temps & weather can change quickly!)

•	 please leave your pets at home. Dogs are not allowed on Land Trust walks or hikes.

Directions to Metolius River Preserve meeting place: 

This outing will meet at Lower Bridge Campground. Drive 9.8 miles west of Sisters on Highway 
20/126. Take a right on Road 14 (Camp Sherman/Metolius River turnoff). Drive 2.7 miles and then 
take a slight right to stay on NF Road 14. After another 1.7 miles, you will take another slight right 
(just past the Head of the Metolius) to remain on NF Road 14. Continue to drive on this road for an-
other 8.6 miles, passing Wizard Fall Fish Hatchery on the way. Road 14 will eventually make a sharp 
left turn and cross the Metolius River. Immediately before the river crossing, you will find a parking 
area on the left. Park here and meet your leader. (Please allow at least an hour drive time when driv-
ing from Bend.)

Brad and Christina Mead Bio

Brad and Christina Mead received 
their bachelor’s degree in Botany from 
Oregon State University. They have 
both worked careers surveying for rare 
plants and controlling invasive weeds. 
Brad currently works as an Invasive 
Program Manager for a public utili-
ty district, and Christina works as a 
botanist for the Forest Service. In their 
spare time they enjoy botanizing and 
working on their native plant landscap-
ing at home.
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Charmane Powers Bio

Charmane retired in 2020 from the U.S. Forest Service, where she 
served as a ranger district botanist in Bend, Oregon, protecting rare 
plants, chasing weeds, and her favorite: doing native plant restoration 
work. Prior to that, she worked on several bird-related projects, includ-
ing surveys for breeding Upland Sandpipers, a field season at a Nature 
Conservancy preserve where she monitored nesting Sandhill Cranes, 
three seasons surveying/monitoring Spotted Owls, and banding birds 
in remote places in SE Oregon. Since retiring she has continued her 
passion for plants by volunteering with botanical projects on public 
land as well as on the private reserves of the Deschutes Land Trust. 
She received a Bachelor of Science degree from The Evergreen State 

College in Olympia, Washington, where she focused on birds and native plants. 

Geri Wildenberg is a new member of the American Penstemon Soci-
ety.  Originally from Wisconsin, Geri retired to Bend after completing a 
33-year career as a Department of Army Engineer and adjunct college 
professor.  Along with skiing, hiking, and fly-fishing, she has held a life-
long passion for birding and gardening.  Geri has developed an interest 
in native plants since moving to Central Oregon, especially those which 
attract hummingbirds.  She looks forward to learning more about Pen-
stemons and the role they play in supporting hummingbird populations.  
Geri and her husband Joe live in Tumalo with their dog, Jake.  They 
make trips “back east” 
to visit family as often 
as they can (when 
they are not in the 
mountains or on the 
water!)

Jill Welborn Bio

Jill Welborn grew up 
in the Pacific Northwest and loves to share her love 
of plants and the Ochocos with others. She holds 
an M.S. in Botany from the University of Wyoming 
and has done botanical work in New Mexico, South 
Dakota, Wyoming, and Oregon. She served as 
Paulina Ranger District Botanist for the Ochoco 
National Forest from 2014 to 2021.

Field Trip Leader Jill Welborn
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Obituary: Barrie Porteous
In Memory of Barrie Porteous—Longtime APS member 

1945-2022—You will be missed
Barrie Milroy Porteous was born in Edinburgh,  Scotland in 1945.   His parents were the late 
John and Doreen and he was the beloved husband of Jane.  Dear brother in law of Mary 
and John and Ev.  Uncle to Jean-Francois (Samantha), Rory (Jennie), Arlyn (Scott) and April 
(Trevor) and great uncle to Sid, Adele, Sam, Roman and Kiri.

In his youth Barrie became a Queen’s Scout and obtained the Duke of Edinburgh award 
which was presented to him by the Duke himself at Holyrood Palace in Edinburgh. 

After receiving an honours degree in  Chemistry from Heriot-Watt University, Barrie began his 
career in printing ink in Edinburgh.  He emigrated to Canada and obtained a job in the same 
field working for Sinclair and  Valentine,  Inmont, BASF and Sun Chemical in managerial posi-
tions. 

An avid gardener, his interest took him to the gardens of Britain and the mountains of Europe,  
the United States and Canada to view alpine flowers.  The friendships made through gar-
dening were very precious to him and Jane.  Barrie has had plants named after him and his 
gardens in Muskoka and Richmond Hill gave him great joy.

He enjoyed playing golf in Scotland, Canada and Florida.  A Soccer fan, he supported Man 
United and the Hibs in Scotland.   He also loved single malt scotch.  

Slainte Barrie.
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2021 SEED EXCHANGE
Rick Wesseler

I would like to thank the following members for their donation of seed for the exchange:

Hugh McMillian, Jay Lunn, Kathy Hardgrave, Elliott Gordon, Lupita Wesseler, Elizabeth Hard-
ing, Bob McFarlane, Lynn Taylor, Mikel Stevens, Ginny Maffit, Beth Corbin, Mike Kintgen, 
and Linda Moore.

I’m sure everyone in the Society appreciates the time and effort you took to provide seed for 
the exchange. The exchange could not operate without your help. Twenty-six orders were 
filled this past season.

For the 2022 season, the board has made the decision that the cost of each packet of seed 
has to be raised from the current $0.50 to $1.00 due to rising costs. We appreciate your un-
derstanding.

Please consider donating seed this year. Any quantity of seed is always appreciated, and 
I do accept cleaned or uncleaned seed. Please package the seed in bags, such as Ziplock 
type plastic bags, and provide information on the species, garden grown or wild, and location 
it grew. Additional information about elevation, flower color, etc., is always appreciated. And 
remember, for each species of seed donated you can receive a free packet of seed. If you 
have not collected seed before and want a few tips watch the following YouTube video. You 
will develop your own method once you get started. 

Save Penstemon Seeds Video

Thank you!

Rick Wesseler, Seed Exchange Coordinator  

https://youtu.be/ckfctxAUyOU
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How To Successfully Sow And Grow Alpine Flower Seeds
Ginny Maffitt, April 25, 2022

Alpine or high-altitude growing plants are the ones we covet growing in the mountains, gorges and 
in rock gardens in Northwest Oregon. Some of these beauties are from Genus Penstemon, Eriogonum, 
Calochortus, Sedum (stonecrop) and found in areas with cold winters and rocky, sterile soils. Often 
these present brilliantly colored flowers which attract hummingbirds and many insects such as dragon 
flies, bumblebees and other great pollinators. Achieving germination of these alpine species’ seed 
requires temperatures below 40 degrees for least forty days. In our temperate climate in Northwest Or-
egon, indoor treatment in a freezer or refrigerator is necessary after February. Here are some pointers:

Provide seeds a long, cool germination in plastic baggies in a refrigerator with temps below 40 de-
grees for 6-8 weeks. To use the least space, place seeds in a closeable plastic bag with damp, sterile 
coarse sand or perlite. Affix a tag written in permanent ink with the name, date and seed source. Bun-
dle these in the refrigerator (not freezer). Check regularly adding water droplets if drying out. Remove 
from fridge at first signs of germination; place seeds in sterile plastic pots moving to sunny location 
and warmer temps… such as a south facing window, greenhouse, etc. Feed with dilute, acidic fertilizer 
solution once they have true leaves, holding at temps of 40 to 60 degrees. Provide lights (on timers?) 
for 14-16 hours of light.

Repot when the babies have 2 pairs of true leaves, using a transplant or liquid fertilizer. They need 
gradual exposure to outdoor conditions including breezes, sun, dryness. In temperate climates, seed-
lings with 2-3 pairs of leaves can be planted in raised, sunny beds. Since our red clay is antithetical for 
pents, just cover it with six or more inches of quarter/ten (1/4” to 1/10” sized) gravel and/or crushed red 
lava. This is bought most cheaply at a gravel yard, shoveled into your own five -gallon buckets, rather 
than bagged.

When planting into sloping, sun-facing garden, top dress with a deep layer of cinder mix or ¼-1/10” 
gravel. If local rains have quit, water 2x weekly and add sun protection if weather becomes torrid.

Label plants with old venetian-blind slats if you can find them (try thrift stores). Use #2 pencil to 
mark the date germinated/planted, scientific and common name. Example: 4-10-22 Pen. serrulatus, 
p.m. shade, acidic soil, dilute orchid fertilizer (from watering can), water twice weekly H20 thru the first 
summer.” Watering won’t be necessary in future!

Penstemons, Eriogonums and other mountain species take 2-3 years to begin flowering so pa-
tience is required. This gives one a clue about the prices charged in nurseries for their time, water, 
and care! Do patronize and thank your local native plant nursery owner for staying in business despite 
competition from big box stores, online offerings and free advice!

Good luck! Ginny Maffitt, Sherwood, Oregon
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Germinating Penstemons
Bibliography

By Ginny Maffitt, April 18, 2022

If you are the lucky person with baggies of penstemon seed, you may be wondering how best to germinate it. To do so, it 
helps to research the altitude at which the species is found. At elevations about 4000 feet, you likely should have 
begun last winter, but your freezer can speed the process. The texts you might consult are:

“Penstemons”, BY Robert Nold, Timber Press, Portland, OR
“Growing Penstemons: Species, Cultivars and Hybrids”, American Penstemon Society, Lindgren and Wilde
“Plants of the Pacific Northwest Coast” by Pojar, MacKinnon et al, Lone Pine Press, 1968
“Plants of Western Oregon, Washington & British Columbia, Eugene N. Kozloff, Timber Press, 2005
“Flora of the Pacific Northwest” by C. Leo Hitchcock. U. of WA Press, Seattle/London, 1973

 

P. richardsoni (Lupita Wesseler 07.19 John Day River 2)
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Ramblings Of A First Year Penstemaniac
by Olive Webb

Denver, CO

Early afternoon on Sunday, July 5th 
some 40 APS members met together, 
exchanged introductions and boarded 
three 15‐passenger vans and headed 
Eastward to the Western Cascades. 
Most of us had covered this route 
earlier in the week during the NARGS 
meetings.

So, luckily for us, Ken Lodewick en‐
thralled us with tales of the history of 
the route, the area, and places along 
the way. He claimed much of the in‐
formation he proffered had appeared 
in the APS Bulletin over the years‐‐but 
hearing it first hand was much more 
interesting and exciting. I am indebted 
to Ken for sending me his trip notes 
to incorporate into my efforts in this 
write‐up.

Ken and his wife, Robin, had the trip 
itinerary planned and beautifully orga‐
nized. Our van driver was Jack Ferreri 
of Verona, WI and our guide was Louis 
Mensing of Eugene, OR. Robin and Ken 
Lodewick alternated riding in the three 
vans so that everyone got the benefit 
of their vast store of knowledge.

Drivers of the other two vans were Ted 
Kipping of San Francisco, CA and Tyler 
Parsons of Corvallis, OR. Robin Lode-
wick and Tyler’s wife, Louise Parsons, 
served as guides.

Our caravan stopped at the McKenzie 
Ranger Station to check in and make a 
pit stop. Campanula scouleri (Ken calls 
these small “inside‐out” flowers) were 
all around the station. We moved on 
to Sahallie Falls. The spray from these 
magnificent cataracts encouraged 
growth of vast blankets of mosses and 
other bryophytes for yards around. 

P. richardsoni (Lupita Wesseler 07.19 Black Canyon)

P. erianthus (Lupita Wesseler 07.19 John Day River 2)
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On the canyon walls were specimens of 
Nothochelone nemorosa, a near relative 
of Penstemon. Indeed, I had never heard 
of this species until this trip. Dee Strickler, 
who was on our van, pointed out some of 
the distinguishing features that differentiate 
this species from Penstemon. They were 
growing on dry skree slopes just a few yards 
away from the waterfall. Unfortunately, Ed 
Godleski broke a bone in his foot when he 
slipped on the trail to the falls. Ken Lode‐
wick reports that he is getting along well on 
crutches and a cast and by the time of this 
writing, is probably well on the mend.

Next we moved on to Fish Lake Camp‐
ground where we saw P. serrulatus and P. 
procerus var. brachyanthus. Serrulatus was 
covered with masses of bright blue flowers. 

Then on to Sawyers Ice caves. These were caves in empty lava tubes dating back only 1500 or so years. Here Ken 
pointed out a probable hybrid swarm of a penstemon cross between P. cardwellii and P. davidsonii var. david-
sonii. Also present were P. euglaucus (not yet in flower).

Then we crossed Santiam Pass just North of the Sisters mountain range and began our descent on the Eastern 
Cascades slope. At an old stockpile site we saw P. humilis, along with what most agreed to be the delicate rosy‐
colored Mumulus nana. Additionally, there were dozens of pine saprophytes, Pterospora andromedea along with 
Eriogonum umbellatum. An unusual combination to us from Colorado!

Another stop at Windy Point where we were surrounded by lava fields stretching in all directions. These flows 
were so new (estimat‐
ed to be 1300 to 1800 
years old) that little, if 
any, vegetation could 
be seen anywhere. 
Next to the road, where 
there was some top soil 
and gravel on the lava, 
was another hybrid 
swarm of penstemons. 
This time they consist‐
ed of P. fruticosus ´ da-
vidsonii var. davidsonii. 
They occurred in huge 
clusters of bloom fully 
five or six feet in diam‐
eter and were beautiful 
to behold. Further 
along our route at the 
Pacific Crest Trailhead 
turnoff we finally saw P. seorus (Lupita Wesseler 06_20 2)

P. rydbergi (Lupita Wesseler 07.19 John Day River)
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P. davidsonii var. davidsonii in the flesh. They were 
mats only two or three inches high but eight or ten 
inches in diameter. Again P. euglaucus occurred, but 
in leaf only.

At the Horse Creek Road turnoff, on the slopes of a 
near‐cliff, we found P. deustus var. deustus. They had 
small creamy to yellow flower spikes on somewhat 
shrubby plants. Along with P. cardwellii, Clarkia 
amoena grew everywhere under what appeared to 
be very dry conditions (they were much smaller than 
I expected–having only known them from cultivated 
varieties). Each of Clarkia’s four petals had a rosy or 
red patch.

After one last stop on Dead Horse Grade, we headed 
for the barn. Actually a very good Motel in Sisters. Af‐
ter cleaning up and reviving ourselves we had dinner 
down the road and returned to the motel’s confer‐
ence room for the evening programs.

For the evening’s program, Peter James of Kent, En‐
gland gave a talk about Penstemon cultivars and his 
work in identifying the origins of the many crosses 
in cultivation there. Andrea Wolfe, of Ohio State 
University, reported on her research on the genus 
Penstemon.

Also present at the meeting in Sisters but not on 
the trip were Dorothy and 
Richard Straw of Talent, OR. 
Somehow, as things will 
happen, the subject of food 
came up during the drive 
back to Eugene on Monday 
and we got onto the subject 
of Jerusalem artichokes. Lou 
Mensing, it turns out, is an 
afficianado of said artichokes 
and promised to send us 
a couple of recipes. Three 
weeks later we received a 
package with a dozen spec‐
tacular recipes for Jerusa‐
lem artichoke dishes and a 
couple of sauce recipes to go 
with them! Thanks Lou‐‐we 
can’t wait to try them‐‐we 
located some JA tubers 
at our local supermarket 
labeled ‘Sunchokes’. We plan 

P. rupicola (Lupita Wesseler 08_11 6)

P. erianthus (Lupita Wesseler 07.19 John Day River)
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to plant a couple and 
eat the rest!

It was, in retrospect, 
somewhat humbling 
to find that, although I 
have some 21 species 
of Penstemon in my 
garden, I have none of 
the magnificent species 
observed on our 1998 
outings.

I’ve got to start collect‐
ing seriously now!

P. rydbergi (Lupita Wesseler 07.19 John Day River)
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APS Discussion Forum
How to subscribe to the APS Discussion Forum (Google Groups “American Penstemon 
Society discussion forum” group).

•	 Email to Rick Charnes (penstemon@googlegroups.com or blue.heron3@verizon.
net) about how to initially sign up for the blog.

•	 To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to pen-
stemon+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.

•	 To post to this group, send email to penstemon@googlegroups.com.

APS YouTube Channel
The full APS 2020 ZOOM Annual Meeting video is on the APS You-
Tube channel. 

You can find it here: https://youtu.be/FUepcwa6kNI

APS Annual Meeting Fundraiser
Call for Auction Items – Perhaps you have a prized Penstemon from your gar-
den you would like to donate, a botanical book or other items of interest for our 
Penstemon enthusiasts. If you have any items you would like to contribute to 
our auction please contact, Lupita Wesseler, wesseler@bendbroadband.com or 
call 541-977-6535.

mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:wesseler@bendbroadband.com
https://youtu.be/FUepcwa6kNI
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IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE

Dee Strickler Northwest Penstemons
Dee Strickler’s widow Claire gave the American Penstemon Society (APS) 
two cases of “Northwest Penstemons” authored by her husband, the late Dee 
Strickler, PhD, and illustrated by their daughter, Zoe. The book has 80 full-col-
or pictures of Penstemon species along with maps, descriptions and growing 
information. 

Suggested donation: $18.50 including (USA) postage. Hardcover, 191 pag-
es; Published September 1st 1997 by Flower Pr; ISBN1560445726 (ISBN13: 
9781560445722)

Original Title: Northwest Penstemons: 80 Species of Penstemon Native to the 
Pacific Northwest.

Your check or money order must be made payable to APS

Print and complete this form and mail with your check or money order to
Martha Dibblee

12701 SE River Road Apt 205NP
Portland OR 97222

Books will be mailed after payment is received.

NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

NUMBER OF BOOKS

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

email: penstemoneditor@gmail.com

mailto:penstemoneditor%40gmail.com?subject=info%20about%20Strickler%20book
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                                               ODDS & ENDS
The following information about the 2022 APS Annual Meeting were uploaded to googledocs. The 
document name and URL are provided below.

•	 Oregonflora.org

•	 Native Plant Society of Oregon: High Desert Chapter

•	 Northwest Penstemons: Dee Strickler and Andy MacKinnon (link to order form)

•	 Flora of the Pacific Northwest: C. Leo Hitchcock & Arthur Cronquist

•	 Pacific Northwest Wildflowers: Damian Fagan

•	 Wildflowers of the Pacific Northwest: Mark Turner & Phyllis Gustafson

•	 Wildflowers of Western Cascades – Robert A. Ross and Henrietta L. Chambers

•	 Motor Vehicle Use Map Deschutes National Forest

•	 Cascade Lakes Road Map 3

•	 Deschutes County Fairgrounds Brochure

•	 Cove Palisades State Park Brochure
•	 Cascades—Broken Top Area Plant List
•	 Spreadsheet of Deschutes County Penstemons

Cartoon by Doug Hastings

https://oregonflora.org/
http://www.highdesertnpsoregon.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B6LK6PNCC0ov9zfdx35np-_oJJt95l9b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tOMFMFHXuohN0ALd1D6uKNugGPAPhzui/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16qWzCSAy1ycdWTkVHTKd9M4OMaCO419g/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZYTevrRJGrTdMXEDVsT3Puwv76usumkL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8OxY_WegSAGJ58RSPbmLpRe7HppVI0J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fNK3wC0GhteCOsObskEwNUhMb6k7sCxH/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lrEKxhdZN55-y9uwAODDL-Qq8_wMMvrt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111107022399783654116&rtpof=true&sd=true
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President—Andi Wolfe 

Vice-President—Randy Tatroe 

Treasurer—Lupita Wesseler 

Secretary—Cindy Reed 

Membership Chair—Beth Corbin 

SeedEx—Rick Wesseler  

Newsletter—Ginny Maffitt 

Newsletter—Martha Dibblee 

Bulletins—Stephen Love 

Member at Large—Mikel Stevens 

Member at Large—Bob Pennington 

Member at Large—Gerald Klingaman 

Web Admin—Hugh Mac Millan 

Web Admin—Matt Robbins

2021-2022 APS Board of Directors

Facebook Twitter LinkedIn Instagram

https://www.facebook.com/American-Penstemon-Society-212411169062/about/?ref=page_internal
https://twitter.com/americanpenste1
https://www.boisestate.edu/biology/2022/02/08/american-penstemon-society-grants/
https://www.instagram.com/american_penstemon_society/?hl=en
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