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President’s Letter
By Andi Wolfe, APS President

I hope everyone is enjoying some nice fall 
weather. I’m sure there is plenty to do to get your 
gardens in shape for winter dormancy. Here in 
central Ohio, our leaves are starting to fall, mak-
ing lots of mulch for the garden beds and wreak-
ing havoc on my water garden (I hate cleaning 
leaves out of my small pond). Some of my pen-
stemons are still blooming (the Mexicali hybrids), 
which keep the migrating hummingbirds happy. 

Don’t forget to collect seeds from penstemons 
in your area. I’ve been saving seeds of Penste-
mon laevigatus from my garden. Rick Wesseler, 
our seed chairman, will take seeds in any con-
dition (whole fruits included). Let’s keep our ex-
change vibrant by contributing new collections for 
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our members to use in their gardens.
We’re planning an American Penstemon So-

ciety meeting for the third week of July next year, 
in Walla Walla, Washington. We haven’t been 

back to the Blue Mountains in a long time, so it 
will be good to see the area again. The tenta-
tive dates will be July 21-24, so save the date 
and stay tuned for developments. If you would 
like to volunteer to help, please let me know.

Please contribute articles about your ex-
periences to our newsletter. We’re interested 
in your excursions, garden adventures, and 
other penstemon stories. Our newsletter is a 
good way to keep in touch with other mem-
bers of the society. Photos of penstemons are 
always welcomed here, too.

I’m looking forward to sharing more infor-
mation about next year’s meeting in the next 
newsletter issue. Stay well, everyone!

—Andi

The Penstemaniac

Penstemon laevigatus. (Photo by Andi Wolfe)
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Penstemon laevigatus. (Photo by Andi Wolfe)

Penstemon laevigatus. (Photo by Andi Wolfe)
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2022-23 Seed Exchange
The seed exchange will open December 15th for orders, but now is the time to be collecting seed to 
donate to the exchange. To keep the exchange a viable and growing part of the society, your help 
is needed. No amount of seed is too small. As always, I will take cleaned or uncleaned seed (flower 
heads/stems).

So everyone is aware, the Society has increased the cost per seed packet from 50 cents ($0.50) to one 
dollar ($1.00). We have kept the cost low for many years, but with all costs increasing, the leadership 
had to make this decision. However, we continue to offer that with each species of seed donated, you 
can receive a packet of seed at no cost. 

Here are the steps to take for a donation:

•	 Get outside!

•	 Bag your seed in something that will keep different species separated. Zip Lock-type bags work 
great for this.

•	 Label the bags or attach a note with the species name, whether it was collected in your garden 
or in the wild. 

•	 Any other information on the location of the collection always is appreciated (locality, road refer-
ence, nearest town, etc.). If there is no information, I will assume the seed is from your garden.

Send your seed to me at the following address:

Rick Wesseler
2841 NE Shepard Road

Bend, OR 97701

Collection on public lands

The question has come up about collecting on public lands. Unless specific land management agen-
cies have local restrictions, or the species is listed or endangered, non-commercial collection of seed is 
allowed. National Parks, national monuments, and other lands administered by the Park Service prob-
ably have non-collecting restrictions but National Forests, BLM lands, and other federal or state lands 
are generally open. If you have any doubt, please contact a local office as some locations require you 
to have a permit. One limitation is that the population should be large enough that collecting a small 
amount will not impact the sustainability, grown or health of the population.

Save Penstemon Seeds Video

https://youtu.be/ckfctxAUyOU
https://youtu.be/ckfctxAUyOU


APS Membership as of Sept 25, 2022
Beth Corbin, Membership Chair

APS New Members since the 2021 End of Year Newsletter (December 2021):

Ann Autrey—West Richland, WA

Gabrielle Bolwerk—Brookings, SD

Roger Brewer—Portland, OR

Gregory Cooper—Brookings, SD

Samantha Maiete De Los Santos Gomez—Puebla, Mexico

Krishnamoorthy Gowribai—Saskatoon, Canada

Matt Hughes—Sparks, NV

Jacqueline Jauregui—Santa Fe, NM

Kelsey Kelmel—West Richland, WA

Marilynne Keyser—Terrebonne, OR

Julie Kierstead—Ashland, OR

Gayle Lehman—Steamboat Springs, CO

Brad & Christina Mead—The Dalles OR

Patty Meehan—Bend, OR

Rick Miller—Arvada, CO

Kathy Minnich—Edgewood, NM

Carol O’Casey—Bend, OR

Mary Poss—Bend, OR

Kathleen Pyle—Jacksonville, OR

Nathan Slocombe—Corvallis, OR

Tracey Till, Tahono Chul Gardens—Tuscon, NM

Nan Vance—Lewiston, ID

Geri Wildenberg—Bend, OR

Diane Ziman—Evergreen, CO

Memberships run for the calendar year, so renewals will be due January 1st. If you have any questions about 
your membership, please contact Beth Corbin, membership chair, at aps.membership@yahoo.com.

mailto:aps.membership%40yahoo.com?subject=new%20APS%20MEMBERSHIP
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Greetings from Australia!
By Alan Ayton

Where do I live?
I live in a small town called Tangambalanga 

or as we Aussies always are doing, shortening it 
a little bit to Tangam! Phonetically it would look 
like this—Tan-gam-ba-lan-ga. It is derived from 
the local Dhudhuroa language meaning ‘White 
clawed Lobster’ (Murray Crayfish) which can be 
found in this area. Tangam is in the Kiewa Valley, 
which is in the northeast of the state of Victoria. 
The Kiewa valley runs from the twin towns of Al-
bury-Wodonga up to the snow ski resort of Falls 
Creek and the highest peaks in our state, Mount 
Bogong 1986m, Mount Mckay 1833m and Mount 
Nelse West 1893m. Click here on Tangambalan-
ga to see its location.

Victoria is quite a diverse state, ranging from 
deserts in the northwest, volcanic plains in the 
west to central parts, snow fields in the northeast, 
cool temperate rainforests in the south and south-

Penstemon barbatus (Alan Ayton)

east and coastal areas along the whole southern 
edge. With this diversity in bioregions, one can 
assume the weather is diverse as well, which it is. 
My weather (very simplified) is hot dry summers 
(late November – early March) and cool wet win-
ters (June-August), very much like a Mediterra-
nean climate. Annual rainfall average of 750mm 
(29.5”)

Victoria is the smallest of the Australian main-
land states, its size is 227,444 km2 (87,817 sq mi) 
or for comparison slightly smaller than California.

Having an interest in the genus Penstemon in 
Australia is rewarding and challenging. Challeng-
ing because if you are looking for species, there 
is not much plant material available, only a few 
sporadic species. On the other hand, if you like 
the big blowsy English bedding hybrids, you’re in 
luck—there are plenty of them and freely avail-
able. Fortunately, or unfortunately, I prefer the 
species. Now the rewarding part—once you have 
secured plant material or seed and they have 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tangambalanga+VIC+3691/@-36.0992483,146.7456417,9.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b23faec8647b8e7:0x40579a430a05740!8m2!3d-36.2519187!4d147.0337926?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tangambalanga+VIC+3691/@-36.0992483,146.7456417,9.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b23faec8647b8e7:0x40579a430a05740!8m2!3d-36.2519187!4d147.0337926?hl=en
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Penstemon barbatus (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon barbatus (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon tubaeflorus - (Alan Ayton) [Note: (this is Penste-
mon digitalis, ID by Andi Wolfe]

Penstemon pinifolius (Alan Ayton)
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grown/germinated and persisted and 
flowered—this brings great delight.

It’s only through seed sources 
like Alplains, the American Penste-
mon Society, North American Rock 
Garden Society, Alpine Garden So-
ciety, Scottish Rock Garden Club 
and other like-minded societies that 
I have managed to grow a collection 
of Penstemons far from their native 
habitats. Unfortunately, it is becom-
ing harder with more stringent import 
procedures and requirements. One 
must continue to try though!

One of the first species I grew was 
Penstemon barbatus, this was avail-
able at a specialist mail order nursery 
about 10-15 years ago, now I rare-
ly see it on any list. Grows very well 
here with no irrigation and always 
very showy. See previous photos.

P. tubaeflorus [see note on pg 
5—ed] is another one that’s been 
with me for a long time; again, it’s 
rare to see on plant lists. I find the 
white flowers quite beautiful although 
being quite glandular they often have 
quite a few insects stuck to them.

P. isophyllus was another early 
one for me and now virtually unknown 
on any plant list here; occasionally it 
pops up again. I find it to sprawl a bit, 
but I don’t mind that. Another easy-
care plant which is not fussy for me.

P. pinifolius (left) is another main-
stay here, easy to grow, easy to di-
vide, laughs at our summer heat, 
gets away with hardly any water. A 
delightful small plant with interesting 
foliage and red-orangey red tubular 
flowers. This species is a little more 
common and often seen on mail or-
der nursery lists. 

Penstemon pinifolius (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon ’Mersea Yellow’ (Alan Ayton)
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P. digitalis ‘Huskers Red’ 
occasionally is available even 
in mainstream nurseries; the 
foliage on this is outstanding. 
It has the typical digitalis flow-
ers, quite a nice plant overall. 
Fairly easy care but I have lost 
a couple when planted out in 
the garden (below).

P. heterophyllus is a beau-
ty that’s for sure, this species 
has probably been the most 
widely available one here in 
Australia, usually under some 
trade name. I don’t even think 
its sold under a named va-
riety. That aside it’s a tough 
Penstemon here. The photos 
here are of one I have planted 
at my workplace where it only 
gets rainfall and no other help 
at all. Quite beautiful. Right 
and below Penstemon heterophyllus (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon digitalis ‘Huskers Red’ (Alan Ayton) Penstemon heterophyllus (Alan Ayton)
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All the species I have listed above are or were avail-
able at some point in the last 15 years with only P. het-
erophyllus and P. barbatus still readily available. Why 
aren’t more species available here? I’m not sure. Of the 
seventy plus species I have, at least twenty or more so 
far would make good garden plants. Of the English bed-
ding varieties, I have grown in the past, I now only have 
one left surviving in the garden, all the rest have died out, 
this tells me they are not really suitable for my climate, 
they need too much water, yet they are readily available 
in nurseries. Not much common sense. Yes, they are 
easy to propagate, yes they have big showy flowers but 
that’s about it. For me the species hold a certain charm, 
whether it’s the variety of foliage, interesting flower shape 
or colours. All the ones shown from here on have been 
raised from seed imported into Australia. When thinking 
of the species I immediately turn to P. clutei—serrated 
glaucous foliage, lolly pink flowers that hang down with a 

flared lobe. A definite favorite of mine. See 
above. 

P. grandiflorus is another beautiful spe-
cies that seems content here. Large laven-
der blue inflorescences contrasting nicely 
with the glaucous foliage. Several online 
sources quote this species as being short 
lived, mine are about 6 years old, it will be 
interesting to see how long they last. I’m 
hoping I have them for a few more years 
yet. I notice they are starting to put out new 
growth for this season which is pleasing to 
see. I have sown more seed to make sure 
I have this species around as I do enjoy it. 
See right and top of next page.

Penstemon clutei (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon grandiflorus (Alan Ayton)
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ple of colour variation’s, this one pictured being 
the darker of the two and much nicer in my opin-
ion with its prominent nectar guidelines. A love-
ly showy species which is quite different with its 
large flower size compared to the majority of Pen-
stemons. See below.

Sticking with large flower sized Penstemons 
and especially the largest flowering sized one, 
P. cobaea certainly had me intrigued when it first 
bloomed for me. I had seen pictures and descrip-
tions but that doesn’t cut it until first seen with 
those big, inflated inflorescences. I have a cou-

Penstemon grandiflorus (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon cobaea (Alan Ayton)
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P. azureus is anoth-
er favourite and rightly 
so. Again, the contrast 
between glaucous fo-
liage and lovely blue 
flowers is quite lovely. I 
only have one specimen 
left, having raised three 
originally. 

In the APS book 
Growing Penstemons: 
Species, cultivars and 
Hybrids it is mentioned 
that this is a difficult 
species. I also never 
seem to have any luck 
with cutting material ei-
ther. Seed may be the 
only option, but I will 
keep trying. See above 
and right.

Penstemon azureus Alan Ayton)

Penstemon azureus (Alan Ayton)
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P. spectabilis is well… 
Spectacular! A beautiful 
plant to about 1.2 metres 
tall with many flowers down 
the stems, tubes violet red 
in colour with blue lobes 
en mass make for a great 
show. Beautiful foliage 
sharply toothed, glabrous, 
and somewhat glaucous. 
A stunning plant and easi-
ly grown from seed as well, 
what a bonus!

Below left and right: 
P. spectabilis foliage and 
flowers.

Penstemon spectabilis (Alan Ayton). P. spectabilis flanked by P. superbus 
either side and P. heterophyllus in front. The one pictured here is planted at 
my workplace where it does very well with no irrigation apart from what falls 
naturally. I also have a couple at home doing well. A plant with impact that’s 
for sure.

Penstemon spectabilis foliage (Alan Ayton) Penstemon spectabilis flowers (Alan Ayton)
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Penstemon albertinus, yet another favourite of mine, a beautiful smaller 
Penstemon. This one has intense blue flowers which make quite an im-
pact. (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon griffinii a lovely little species with tallish 
stems arising from a mat of basal leaves, flowers are 
violet to blue or purple. (Alan Ayton) Penstemon griffinii (Alan Ayton)
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Above we have P. labrosus 
with its tubular reddish-orange 
flowers and lower lobes spread-
ing down. Flowering stems to 
70cm tall with leaves lying flat 
on the ground. Another interest-
ing species.

To the right is P. fruticosus 
with its beautiful lavender-blue 
inflorescences on a nice shrub-
by smallish plant. Quite a stun-
ner.

Penstemon labrosus (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon fruticosus Alan Ayton)
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P. ambiguus I feel needs no introduction, such 
an interesting and different species of Penstemon 
with its salverform inflorescence and very slender 
leaves. The flowers are pink apart from the face 
which is white. The base of this one is starting 
to develop quite a thick and corky looking trunk 
which is another interesting feature. I have also 
managed to increase this species via cuttings and 
seems to germinate from seed readily.

A great species to show the richness of the 
genus to people as it really doesn’t look like a 
Penstemon at first glance.

An absolute favourite of mine.

Penstemon ambiguus (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon ambiguus (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon ambiguus (Alan Ayton)
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Penstemon incertus (Alan Ayton)Penstemon ovatus (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon newberryi (Alan Ayton)
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Penstemon humilis var brevifolius. Small of stature but big on performance, a good little rock garden plant, I 
think.. (Alan Ayton).

Penstemon smallii (Alan Ayton) Penstemon cardinalis (Alan Ayton) Penstemon humilis var brevifolius (Alan Ayton)
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P. centranthifolius is stunning. Stems that can reach a metre or more topped with a long inflores-
cence with long tubular red-red orange flowers with smallish lobes flaring at the ends. I was quite ex-
cited when I got a few of these germinated a couple of years ago. Haven’t found the right spot in the 
garden for it yet, still a work in progress!

As with any group of plants one keeps there is successes and failures, all of the Penstemons I 
have shown so far are successes for me. The following have been the opposite. P. grahamii, P. teu-
crioides, P. petiolatus stick out amongst others. I believe I allowed P. teucrioides and P. grahamii to 
be swamped in one of my rock gardens whereas I believe I over watered P. petiolatus. There’s been 
others of course but these three continue to linger on purpose on my mind! Thankfully I have seed of 
P. grahamii and P. petiolatus to try again. 

Another disappointment has been P. caespitosus, every time I get seed from any seed exchange 
over the years and after it germinates, I know it’s not what its labelled as. It always seems to be P. 
hirsutus or some form thereof. 

P. digitalis, certainly not a failure, it just doesn’t appeal to me too much and self-seeds readily in 
my nursery, so I never seem to be without it! ‘Self-seeds’ prolifically as well but I quite like it—so I let 
that one go and pot a few up now and then to pass around. Different story if these two are planted in 
the garden, they don’t persist.

Penstemon centranthifolius (Alan Ayton) Penstemon centranthifolius (Alan Ayton)
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Paler form of Penstemon cobaea (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon pseudospectabilis (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon cobaea (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon pseudospectabilis (Alan Ayton)
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Penstemon superbus (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon superbus (Alan Ayton)
Penstemon superbus (Alan Ayton). Bees enjoying the 
flowers.

P. superbus is a plant aptly de-
scribed by its name. The wonderful 
thick glaucous and glabrous leaves 
contrasting against the tall stems 
with their coral-deep rose/carmine 
flowers makes for a lovely sight.

Left: P. superbus intermingling 
with P. heterophyllus and P. spec-
tabilis in a garden bed at my work-
place. This area receives full sun 
and no irrigation apart from what 
falls from the sky. I had three plant-
ed here but only one left now, I do 
believe it has a reputation for being 
not long lived. A couple of seed-
lings have popped up from them 
as well which is exciting. I also 
find this species easy to germinate 
from seed.

Superb indeed!
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Penstemon palmeri (Alan Ayton)

Penstemon palmeri (Alan Ayton)

P. palmeri, another spectacular plant which can 
get to about 1.2-1.5 metres high when in flower. 
The stems carry a secund inflorescences with pale 
pink-pink large flowers. They have prominent vio-
let-red guidelines on the lower lip. Again, the glau-
cous toothed foliage contrasts very well against the 
flowers. I tried for many years to get this Penste-
mon to germinate with only measly results of one 
or two plants that never survived when suddenly 
out of the blue another batch of seed provided over 
40 seedlings. Now I have ample even after gifting 
many to avid plant people. With more seeds ger-
minating I don’t think I will be without this majestic 
plant for many a year. 

Other new species to me freshly germinated 
this year include—P. paysoniorum, P. payetten-
sis, P. secundiflorus, P. albidus, P. jamesii, P. 
acaulis, P. saxosorum, P. eatonii and others.

Another great thing I enjoy about raising seed 
is the opportunity to pass on excess plant mate-
rial to like-minded plant people who appreciate 
rare plants and understand the need to continue 
growing them to help keep them around for future 
generations. I find this rather satisfying.

I hope you have enjoyed this brief look at 
some of the species I am growing here in Austra-
lia, they give me great joy (and frustration some-
times!) and I look forward to many rewarding 
years surrounded by many Penstemons.

Cheers,
Alan Ayton.
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Adventures in the Wallowa Mountains
by Christine Ebrahimi

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the 2022 APS Annual Meeting in Redmond because I had planned 
a NARGS field trip leading 18 members to the Wallowas at the same time. If your trip was anything 
like ours, you must have seen LOTS of Penstemons! The flowers were amazing this year so I have 
provided a brief description of our trip (with photos). 

A stalwart group of 16 NARGS 
members met in Joseph, Oregon 
for 3 days of botanizing in the 
Wallowa Mountains. The flower 
displays were spectacular this 
year—from low elevations (Zum-
walt Prairie—3500’) to alpine (Mt 
Howard—8200’). The unusually 
moist spring resulted in an AMAZ-
ING variety of wonderful plants 
and a grand total of 10 Penste-
mon species! 

Growing along the dry Imnaha 
canyon were Penstemon deus-
tus, P. triphyllis and huge popu-
lations of P. venustus and P. fru-
ticosus.

Moister areas at higher eleva-
tions supported P. attenuatus, P. 
wilcoxii, and P. glandulosus. At 
alpine on Mt. Howard (right), P. 
humilis was just coming into flow-
er along with P. globosus in pro-
tected areas.

For many of us the highlight was 
the spectacular endemic, Penste-
mon payettensis. It was abundant 
along the road to and at Hat Point 
Lookout along with wonderful 
views of the Wallowas and Seven 
Devil Mountains! It was an excel-
lent flower year and fun trip for all!

P. deustus (photo Christine Ebrahimi 20220731)
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P. venustus (photo Christine Ebrahimi 20220731)

Mt. Howard view and habitat for P. humilis (photo Christine Ebrahimi 20220731)
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P payettensis—overlooking Hell’s Canyon with a view of the Seven Devil Mts (Idaho)  
(photo Christine Ebrahimi 20220731)

Right: P payettensis  
(photo Christine Ebrahimi 20220731)
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Penstemon and iNaturalist
By Elliott Gordon

egordon.csm16@gmail.com

What is iNaturalist?
If you’re unfamiliar, “iNaturalist provides a place to record and organize nature findings, meet other na-
ture enthusiasts, and learn about the natural world. It encourages the participation of a wide variety of 
nature enthusiasts, including, but not exclusive to, hikers, hunters, birders, beachcombers, mushroom 
foragers, park rangers, ecologists, and fishermen.”—iNaturalist.org About Section

What’s the status of Penstemon on iNaturalist?
The parent tribe of Penstemon, Cheloneae, is split into 9 genera on iNaturalist and there are records for 
all but Uroskinnera. Through the middle of September 2022, 165,000 observations of Cheloneae have 
been uploaded representing 303 species, with more every day. In our favorite genus of Penstemon, 
there are 119,000 observations—about 110,000 wild and 9,000 in gardens. The first Penstemon obser-
vation was uploaded on June 7, 2008 of a Penstemon eatonii in Utah and the oldest picture uploaded 
is a Penstemon gentianoides from Mexico on January 19, 1970.

Figure 1: Penstemon records submitted by year. Over 10,000 Penstemon pictures were submitted to iNat-
uralist in June 2022.

mailto:egordon.csm16@gmail.com
https://www.inaturalist.org/blog
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Why does  this matter to APS?
iNaturalist quickly has become one the most accessible and popular platforms worldwide to document 
interactions with nature. The range maps and phenology data can be valuable to any interested APS 
member, botanist, or ecologist. While it is not a substitute for traditional herbarium collections, the large 
user base (nearly 37,000 people have submitted a sighting of wild Penstemon) can help re-discover 
rare species and informally monitor populations of threatened or range-restricted taxa. The iNaturalist 
database contains sightings of 267 species.

Most Observed Species Least Observed Species (1 record each)

digitalis - 11,460 observations angelicus

newberryi - 3,588 atwoodii

cobaea - 3,466 concinnus

centranthifolius - 3,233 franklinii

spectabilis - 2,752 fasciculatus

procerus - 2,479 gentryi

heterophyllus - 2,419 gibbensii

barbatus - 2,400 metcalfei

hirsutus - 2,249 navajoa

fruticosus - 2,095 rhizomatus

whippleanus - 2,019 tenuiflorus

palmeri - 1,917 tidestromii

strictus - 1,895 vizcainensis
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I leave you with a plea for contributions. iNaturalist relies on people like us to verify or improve the iden-
tity of plants submitted. Anyone can make an account and start adding identifications and I’ll gladly field 
your questions. Furthermore, it would be helpful to add high quality pictures from annual meetings, field 
trips, and gardens to iNaturalist, especially of the 12 rare species in the table above and the following 
20 species and 5 wild hybrids which have 0 records.

Penstemon currently missing from iNaturalist: 
P. atropurpureus, distans, duchesnensis, dugesii, filisepalis, floribundus, galloensis, henricksonii, 
idahoensis, luteus, mohinoranus, pahutensis, parvus, pudicus, punctatus, retrorsus, saltarius, teucri-
oides, vulcanellus, and wendtiorum;  
P x crideri, x dubius, x mirus, x moronensis, x peirsonii; 
and anything in the Genus Uroskinnera.

Figure 2: the only iNaturalist record of Penstemon vizcainen-
sis was photographed in April 2022 on Mexico’s Baja penin-
sula by user Jeff Bisbee 
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Order Form for Dee Strickler Northwest Penstemons
Dee Strickler’s widow Claire gave the American Penstemon Society (APS) two cases of 
“Northwest Penstemons” authored by her husband, the late Dee Strickler, PhD, and illustrat-
ed by their daughter, Zoe. The book has 80 full-color pictures of Penstemon species along 
with maps, descriptions and growing information. Hardcover, 191 pages; published Septem-
ber 1, 1997 by Flower Pr; ISBN1560445726 (ISBN13: 9781560445722).

Title: Northwest Penstemons: 80 Species of Penstemon Native to the Pacific North-
west.

Price: $18.50
Your check or money order must be made payable to APS
Print and complete this form and mail with your check or money order to

American Penstemon Society
c/o Lupita Wesseler

2841 NE Shepard Rd
Bend OR 97701

Books will be mailed after payment is received.

NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

NUMBER OF BOOKS

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

email: aps.treasurer@yahoo.com

mailto:aps.treasurer%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Ed: Rick Charnes wrote this article in January 
2019 when he first started the Penstemon Goo-
gle Group. He wanted to learn more about pen-
stemons and suspected that others would like to 
know more about Penstemons. A “Google Group” 
is an online “chat room” or “forum” where partici-
pants can share information. The article here has 
been edited to update contents. 

APS Google Discussion Forum
by Rick Charnes

I am an absolute beginner to the penstemon 
world, and here in Boston, so far from primary 
penstemon country, that’s about as far as most 
of us go. I did, however, have the pleasure of 
witnessing in June, 2018, the glorious sight of 
a Penstemon strictus plant I’d winter-seeded in 
January, 2017, coming into flower. Together with 
a June spent admiring the spectacular wine-red 
beauty of the P. x‘Prairie Dusk’ I’d planted the 
year before, that was enough to hook me into 
loving penstemons. I had a feeling that I’d found 
something really special, but I also sensed I had 
a lot to learn.

Then, browsing online one day, I found APS 
and joined, and started reading as much as I 
could. But I realized pretty quickly that there’s not 
a lot of information available to help budding pen-
stemaniacs in the northeastern US with our rich 
soil, wet winters and humid summers. I knew I 
wanted to plant and experiment more but I need-
ed help. I learned that APS had no online discus-
sion forum where someone like myself could ask 
questions and toss around ideas with a group of 
people. Necessity is the mother of invention and 
I decided to be bold and contacted some of the 
officers of the organization and introduced myself 
and asked if they’d like me to create an online 
discussion forum. I received an enthusiastic yes, 

and went ahead and created the Google group on 
November 29. In the first week we had 24 mes-
sages on topics ranging from the proper identifi-
cation of P. serrulatus and P. richardsonii to de-
termining which species can be grown in certain 
environments.

For those of you who aren’t familiar with this 
type of discussion forum, it’s a group of people 
who join together online via email to discuss a 
particular topic. For us, it’s a chance to discuss 
everything to do with penstemons. Google Groups 
is one type of discussion forum, and it’s the one 
I chose to use. The name of the group is, just, 
“penstemon.” To become a member, and I hope 
you all will, you do have to “join” or “subscribe” 
separately from your APS membership. For now 
the online group is limited to APS members. 

How To Join—The Easy Way

Send an empty email to 
penstemon+subscribe@googlegroups.com. 
You’ll get back an email that reads “Join request 
for penstemon.” 

Then

•	 Open it and click “Join this Group”.
•	 At the web page, re-enter your email ad-

dress and click Subscribe 
•	 Check for an email “Confirm your Sub-

scription” and
•	 click “Join This Group”. 

You’ll get a return message showing that your 
request was successful and is awaiting approval. 
As soon as I subscribe you, you’re in. 

mailto:penstemon%2Bsubscribe%40googlegroups.com?subject=
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If you have a Google Account

Click “Visit the group” button. 
You don’t need a Gmail address to have a 

Google account, but if you don’t have a Google 
account or don’t know what it is, don’t worry—
you’re ready to start posting and contributing to 
penstemon discussions by email.

To participate in the forum

After you’re a member, you can just send one 
email to a single address: penstemon@goog-
legroups.com. Your email automatically will get 
sent to everyone. That’s the beauty of this fo-
rum—you don’t have to list everyone in the TO: 
line the way you do with ordinary email; sending 
it to the group address does it for you. 

How To Reply To An Existing Email
** IMPORTANT: WHEN REPLYING, 

PLEASE REPLY ALL**
When you want to reply to someone else’s 

email, please REPLY ALL so it goes to everyone 
in the group. Please consider that most of the 
time others would love to see more discussion. 

If you are sure that you only want to reply to 
the individual, that’s fine and just do REPLY, but 
we’re trying to generate group discussion. Most 
of the time that you are tempted to send a re-
sponse only privately, consider that others really 
would benefit from and appreciate what you have 
to say, even (or especially!) if it’s written in an 
informal tone. So please REPLY ALL as much as 
possible. 

We now have 63 members [as of 2019, there 
may be more now in 2022—Ed.] on the discus-
sion forum. It’s a wonderful way to get help and 
discuss any topic regarding our beloved Penste-
mon—and to keep the spirit alive during [the] win-
ter months. I hope you’ll join and participate.

Pentemon osterhoutii Eagle County, CO  
(Mike Kintgen)

To join 
APS GOOGLE GROUP
1. Send an email to  
penstemon+subscribe@
googlegroups.com with 
the subject “Subscribe” 
and no content.
2. Check your email
3. Reply all

https://groups.google.com/g/penstemon
mailto:penstemon%40googlegroups.com?subject=
mailto:penstemon%40googlegroups.com?subject=
mailto:penstemon%2Bsubscribe%40googlegroups.com?subject=
mailto:penstemon%2Bsubscribe%40googlegroups.com?subject=
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Odds & Ends
Update

Member John Weiser reported that Gary Monroe still is in 
Portland at a rehabilitation facility recovering from an acci-
dent. He will be moving to a rehab center in Carson City Ne-
vada and will be closer to his home and friends soon. Being 
laid up for a month really zapped his muscle tone and he has 
been doing a lot of walking to get back in shape.

Resources
Oregonflora.org

http://www.highdesertnpsoregon.org

Northwest Penstemons—Dee Strickler and Andy MacKin-
non (Available through APS)

Flora of the Pacific Northwest—C. Leo Hitchcock & Arthur 
Cronquist

Pacific Northwest Wildflowers: Damian Fagan

Wildflowers of the Pacific Northwest—Mark Turner & Phyllis Gustafson

Wildflowers of Western Cascades—Robert A. Ross and Henrietta L. Chambers

2020 APS ZOOM meeting video on the APS YouTube channel: https://youtu.be/FUepcwa6kNI

Amazon Smile supports the Penstemon Society. Amazon Smile is a simple way for you to support 
your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available 
at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in the Amazon Shopping app for iOS 
and Android phones. When you shop with AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonS-
mile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. You can 
choose from over one million organizations to support. Amazon Smile FAQs. 

Cartoon by Doug Hastings

Oregonflora.org
http://www.highdesertnpsoregon.org
https://youtu.be/FUepcwa6kNI
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/83-0267834
http://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/charity/smile/about
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President—Andi Wolfe 

Vice-President—Randy Tatroe 

Treasurer—Lupita Wesseler 

Secretary—Cindy Reed 

Membership Chair—Beth Corbin 

SeedEx—Rick Wesseler  

Newsletter—Ginny Maffitt 

Newsletter—Martha Dibblee 

Bulletins—Stephen Love 

Member at Large—Mikel Stevens 

Member at Large—Bob Pennington 

Member at Large—Gerald Klingaman 

Web Admin—Hugh Mac Millan 

Web Admin—Matt Robbins

2021-2022 APS Board of Directors

Facebook Twitter LinkedIn Instagram
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