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President’s Corner
By Andi Wolfe

Save the dates! We’ll be meeting in Walla Walla, Washington July 21-23, with an additional Monday 
field trip for the 24th. 

The form on page 5 provides information to reserve housing at Whitman College for the July 21-24 
2023 Annual meeting. Please let Randy Tatroe (rltatroe1950@gmail.com) know ASAP if you are plan-
ning to use the facilities and breakfast options at Whitman College. Complete the form on the next page 
and mail the room reservation part of the form to Randy. This information needs to be given to Whitman 
College soon. We’ll have registration open on the website very soon. The bottom portion of the lodging 
reservation form needs to be mailed to Lupita Wesseler with payment (see form).

If you would like to help with the meeting logistics, please contact me at andiwolfe@yahoo.com.

Please also consider volunteering for a leadership position in the Society. We’ll need to elect a new 
President this year as my term is coming 
to an end following the annual meeting.

Tentative plans for next year’s meeting 
are underway. We’ll have more infor-
mation in the next newsletter and at the 
annual meeting. In 2025, we would like 
to have a meeting in the Great Plains re-
gion—probably based out of Oklahoma. 
Stay tuned for more information on that 
as well.

I hope to see you in July!
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Photo by Gary Monroe, 2014 APS Featured Photographer 
(cover of APS Bulletin, Vol. 74, 2015) of P. janishiae (Antelope 
Valley Crowley Flat road, Modoc County, CA, June 15, 2006).  
Gary passed away earlier this year.
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Housing Options for 2023 APS Meeting

Residence hall rooms are available at Whitman College for $63 per person per night single occupan-
cy or $46 per person per night double occupancy. Breakfast is available for $14 per day.

Print this page (cut off the bottom payment part on the dotted line) and mail the completed lodging 
reservation portion to 

Randy Tatroe 
17156 E. Berry Pl 
Centennial, CO 80015

Person #1: _______________________________________________________________________

email: ___________________________________________________________________________

phone: ______________________________________________	 (circle)     landline	 cell

Nights (circle): July   21   22    23    24				    Breakfast (circle):   July   22   23    24   25

Person #2 ________________________________________________________________________

email: ___________________________________________________________________________

phone: ______________________________________________	 (circle)     landline	 cell

Nights (circle): July   21   22    23    24				    Breakfast (circle):   July   22   23    24   25

r	I agree to abide by all policies and rules of Whitman College, whatever they may be. (please check)

Deadline for lodging reservations: July 1, 2023.

cut along line

Lodging Payment 
Mail the payment portion of this page (cutoff on dotted line) with your check (payable to APS) to 

Lupita Wesseler 
2841 NE Shepard Rd. 
Bend OR, 97701. 

Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________

email ______________________________________	 phone _____________________________

Number of rooms 			    at $ 		      per person per night * number of persons = $ 		

										          Number of breakfasts 	  at $14 per day = $ 		

														              Total amount enclosed = $ 		
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American Penstemon Society Membership Form

The American Penstemon Society is hundreds of penstemon aficionados world-wide, many of whom enjoy meeting 
other APS members and traveling to interesting venues each year for our annual meetings/field trips. 

Dues include our APS Newsletter (with a link sent to our members electronically when each edition is published, and 
archived copies are posted on our website), the annual APS Bulletin, and the opportunity to obtain penstemon seed 
through the APS seed exchange. The membership year is January through December, and renewal dues are payable 
by the first of January in each subsequent year. The American Penstemon Society is a 501(c)(3) charitable organiza-
tion, and all donations and memberships are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the law. Unless otherwise spec-
ified, no goods or services are received for a donation. The receipt of a Newsletter or Bulletin is not considered as 
“goods”.

Effective January 1, 2019, annual membership dues are $25 for USA/Canada, $40 for international membership, and 
$250 for life membership. Three-year membership are $50 for US and Canada and $80 for International members. 
Members may pay two years in advance and receive the third year free. 

Please do not send cash. 

There are two methods to pay the dues, by PayPal on our website (https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/member-
ships) or by check payable to American Penstemon Society and mailed to: 

Beth Corbin, Membership Secretary
PO Box 52
Marsing, ID 83639

For new memberships, or to renew an existing membership, please print this page and fill in the member information 
section below and either email it to Beth (aps.membership@yahoo.com) or mail it to her at the same time as your 
dues are being paid. Please contact Beth with any questions about your membership, or to update your contact infor-
mation currently on file. Thanks for your enthusiastic support of the Society!

Membership Level:	 New       Renewal        Gift Membership:        from 							     
		

US & Canada, one year................................................................... $25
US & Canada, three years............................................................... $50
International, one year..................................................................... $40
International, three years................................................................. $80
Student.............................................................................................. $5
Life Membership ........................................................................... $250
OPTIONAL: Donation to Special Projects Program $                             

Name                                                                                                                                                    �           

Address                                                                                                                                                        �    

                                                                                                                                                                    �     

Phone #                                                                                                                                                      �    

E-Mail                                                                                                                                                          �     

We do not sell, share or distribute member data in any manner. Ver.10/2020

https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
mailto:aps.membership%40yahoo.com?subject=
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2022-23 SEED EXCHANGE
The 2022-23 Seed Exchange is now closed but thanks to the generous donations of seeds from 14 
members, there was an excellent selection of seed to share with others. I want to thank the following 
members for being willing to provide seed this year:
	 Dylan Neubauer	 Lynn Taylor
	 Elliot Gordon	 Lupita Wesseler
	 John Roden	 Jay Shields
	 Beth Corbin	 Jay Lunn
	 Donald Mitchell	 Mikel Stevens
	 Donald Barnett	 Mike Kintgen
	 Carolyn Fifer	 Andrey Zharkikh

We mailed out 28 seed orders to members in the US, Canada, and several European counties. I 
hope that everyone that received seed have excellent germination success. 

Beginning this past year, the open season was set to begin on December 15th and I mailed packets 
out after the Christmas holiday. This was done to avoid the heavy mailing time for the holiday. The 
open season will ended on March 15th. 

Once again, I want to encourage everyone to consider collecting and donating seed for next open 
season. Your help will keep the exchange viable and growing. Remember that for each donation of a 
seed lot, you can request another seed packet for free.Collection on public lands

The question has come up about collecting on public lands. Unless specific land management agen-
cies have local restrictions, or the species is listed or endangered, non-commercial collection of seed 
is allowed. National Parks, national monuments, and other lands administered by the Park Service 
probably have non-collecting restrictions but National Forests, BLM lands, and other federal or state 
lands are generally open. If you have any doubt, please contact a local office as some locations 
require you to have a permit. One limitation is that the population should be large enough that collect-
ing a small amount will not impact the sustainability, growth or health of the population.

Save Penstemon Seeds Video

https://youtu.be/ckfctxAUyOU
https://youtu.be/ckfctxAUyOU
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Nan Vance on P. glandulosus
Last September I was out on a road near the Grande 
Ronde River bounded by steep cliffs where I found 
Penstemon glandulosus (Photo 1). The plants were 
past flowering (Photo 2), but there were many fruits 
filled with seeds so I decided to gather some of 
the capsules and take them home to collect seed. 
(Photo 3). I was looking at the seeds (Photo 4) try-
ing to figure out how to get a close up photo when 
I noticed something that looked like a seed but not 
quite. It was round and I think, quite dead (Photo 
5). Subsequently I found a few others, not many. It 
might be a seed bug – a kind of ebony bug in the 
Thyreocoridae family known to feed on developing 
seeds. I will be on the lookout this fall and try to get 
a better photo image. All photos by Nan Vance.

P. galandusosus photo #2

Capsules photo #3

P. glandulosa photo #1

Seed -  bug photo #5

Open capsules and seeds photo #4
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Penstemon Floral Parts…. 
In Easy Terms!

By Ginny Maffitt
(Reprinted from August 2019 Penstemaniac)

Since our favorite genus has at least 243 
accepted species currently, it is useful to know 
the floral parts in order to distinguish between 
all those species. My personal favorite text is 
“Penstemons” by Robert Nold. Published by 
Timber Press of Portland, Oregon in 1999, it has 
been my passport to having a chance of identi-
fying them in the field. At the back is the glossa-
ry which is specific for the many, oddly named 
plant parts and descriptions. Yes, I carry the 

book when I hike! Do carry a hand lens (about 
10x) or prepare to become cross-eyed.

Pick one mature flower, carefully tear it open 
leaving interior parts intact. A tweezers is handy 
to separate or even remove bits for inspection on 
a piece of paper. 
The corolla (flower) has seven parts

The corolla (flower) has seven parts, the ca-
lyx, tube, pedicel, throat, limb, lower and upper 
lobes. Inside each corolla are two pollen-bear-
ing anthers arching up towards the top with the 
sterile staminode laying on the bottom. Gently 
tear the corolla open from side to side to inspect 
these parts. 

The parts of the flower (corolla). Illustration by Robin Lodewick.

Illustrations from the book Key to the Genus Penstemon by Robin and Kenneth Lodewick, page 125.

COROLLA:COROLLA:

SEPALS:SEPALS:
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The anthers
Anthers are part of the reproductive area of the 

penstemon. The anther shapes are one of the dis-
tinguishing characteristics in penstemons.

It is the anther shapes that need to be distin-
guished. These lists don’t include the most re-
cently found species or those that have been re-
named…a continual investigation.

1. Subgenus Dasanthera (9 species) anther cells 
open full length with long, tangled hairs.

2. Subgenus Saccanthera, (4 sections with 30 
species) with a “saccate” or sac-like anther. It 
is indeed an opening over the top of the joined 
ovate pouches. It is divided into four sections: 
subsection Heterophylli (22 species) Serrulati 
(6 species) and Bridgesiani with its only mem-
ber P. rostriflorus.

P. eriantherus var argilosus, showing white anthers 
(coiled) in Subgenus penstemon; opening across 
connective. Columbia Gorge, OR-WA (Maffitt)

P. parvulus anthers, purple, Siskiyou Mts. OR  
(Maffitt)

115 Anthers. Habroanthus P paysoniorum (Barbara 
Lewis)

Woolly anthers in P. rupicola, garden. (Maffitt)
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1. Subgenus Penstemon (28 sections with 
non-woolly anthers opening from end to 
end, sometimes opening wide, or naviculate 
(boat-shaped).

2.  Subgenus Habroanthus with two sections, 
Glabri (44 species) and Elmigira (7 species)

3.  Subgenus Cryptostemon with one species, 

P. personatus
4.  Subgenus Dissecti with one species, P. 

dissectus

ANTHER SACS:

Illustrations from the book Key to the Genus Penstemon by Robin and Kenneth Lodewick, page 125.

Illustrations by Robin Lodewick
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Member Photos

Kathleen Swick writes “From APS seed planted 2019 labeled P. fruticosus v. scouleri”.

Andi Wolfe Penstemon albomarginatus-nv
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Penstemon washingtonensis. Photo by Paul Blischak ©2013 (Wolfe Lab https://wolfelab.wordpress.com/pen-
stemon-photo-gallery/penstemon-photo-gallery-s-z/ (p-wash-3_c2a92013_by_andi_wolfe.jpg)

Detail of the inflorescence of Pen-
stemon washingtonensis. Photo by 
Paul Blischak ©2013 (p-wash-11_
c2a92013_by_andi_wolfe.jpg) Penstemon albomarginatus in California © Andi Wolfe (Wolfe)

https://wolfelab.wordpress.com/penstemon-photo-gallery/penstemon-photo-gallery-s-z/
https://wolfelab.wordpress.com/penstemon-photo-gallery/penstemon-photo-gallery-s-z/
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Ginny Maffitt Native Garden Plants (Maffitt)
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Ginny Maffitt Catherine Creek (photos by Beth Voydat)
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Dibblee Hummingbird
I live in an apartment that faces north, no direct sunlight but I 
have a 10’ wide balcony with plants (hellebores mostly) and a 
bird feeder. One hummingbird, this one, stays on the feeder 
all day. It’s out of the rain and wind. It rarely drinks any of the 
sugar water that’s in the feeder, it just sits there perched on 
the feeder.
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Order Form for Dee Strickler Northwest Penstemons
Dee Strickler’s widow Claire gave the American Penstemon Society (APS) two cases of 
“Northwest Penstemons” authored by her husband, the late Dee Strickler, PhD, and illustrat-
ed by their daughter, Zoe. The book has 80 full-color pictures of Penstemon species along 
with maps, descriptions and growing information. Hardcover, 191 pages; published Septem-
ber 1, 1997 by Flower Pr; ISBN1560445726 (ISBN13: 9781560445722).

Title: Northwest Penstemons: 80 Species of Penstemon Native to the Pacific North-
west.

Price: $18.50
Your check or money order must be made payable to APS
Print and complete this form and mail with your check or money order to

American Penstemon Society
c/o Lupita Wesseler

2841 NE Shepard Rd.
Bend OR 97701

Books will be mailed after payment is received.

NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

NUMBER OF BOOKS

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

email: aps.treasurer@yahoo.com

mailto:aps.treasurer%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Resources

Oregonflora.org

http://www.highdesertnpsoregon.org

Northwest Penstemons: Dee Strickler and Andy MacKinnon (Avail-
able through APS, see order form)

Flora of the Pacific Northwest: C. Leo Hitchcock & Arthur Cronquist

Pacific Northwest Wildflowers: Damian Fagan

Wildflowers of the Pacific Northwest: Mark Turner & Phyllis Gus-
tafson

Wildflowers of Western Cascades—Robert A. Ross and Henrietta L. Chambers

APS YOUTUBE CHANNEL: The full APS 2020 ZOOM meeting video on the APS YouTube chan-
nel: https://youtu.be/FUepcwa6kNI

This icon points to tables that contain Utah penstemon data and photos on Flickr®, maintained by 
Tony Frates. https://www.flickr.com/photos/tonyfrates/

Juniper Canyon, Wallula Gap: An “Oasis in the Desert” https://www.npsoregon.org/kalmiopsis/
kalmiopsis21/kalm21canyon.pdf (includes list of the plant species collected and observed in Juniper 
Canyon)

Blue Mountains Wildlife Areas https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/02084/
wdfw02084.pdf

Umatilla National Forest https://www.fs.usda.gov/activity/umatilla/recreation/natureviewing/?re-
cid=56399&actid=63

Malheur Experiment Station Annual Report 2014, Ext/CrS 152 (350 pp, including cultivation 
of native penstemons) https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/sites/agscid7/files/malheur/attachments/
ar/2014-000-CompleteReport.pdf

EFSC 2012 Special Status Plant Surveys—Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line Project 
https://union-county.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/16o_Attachment-P-8G.pdf

Beth Corbin writes: There’s a petition to list Penstemon albomarginatum under the Endangered 
Species Act. Many of us saw this plant at our meeting in Las Vegas a few years ago.

Cartoon by Doug Hastings

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h_-22iKjLdPzi4E0R3j2O_k_oaVMGt14/view
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tonyfrates/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tonyfrates/
https://www.npsoregon.org/kalmiopsis/kalmiopsis21/kalm21canyon.pdf
https://www.npsoregon.org/kalmiopsis/kalmiopsis21/kalm21canyon.pdf
https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/02084/wdfw02084.pdf
https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/02084/wdfw02084.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/activity/umatilla/recreation/natureviewing/?recid=56399&actid=63
https://www.fs.usda.gov/activity/umatilla/recreation/natureviewing/?recid=56399&actid=63
https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/sites/agscid7/files/malheur/attachments/ar/2014-000-CompleteReport.pdf
https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/sites/agscid7/files/malheur/attachments/ar/2014-000-CompleteReport.pdf
https://union-county.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/16o_Attachment-P-8G.pdf
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/protections-sought-for-rare-mojave-desert-wildflower-threatened-by-urban-sprawl-energy-development-2023-03-16/?utm_source=eeo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eeo1184&utm_term=EndangeredSpecies&emci=5ff5c457-a2c3-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=c1446026-34c4-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=1887777
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President—Andi Wolfe 

Vice-President—Randy Tatroe 

Treasurer—Lupita Wesseler 

Secretary—Cindy Reed 

Membership Chair—Beth Corbin 

SeedEx—Rick Wesseler

Newsletter—Ginny Maffitt 

Newsletter—Martha Dibblee 

Bulletins—Stephen Love 

Member at Large—Mikel Stevens 

Member at Large—Bob Pennington 

Member at Large—Gerald Klingaman 

Web Admin—Hugh Mac Millan 

Web Admin—Matt Robbins

2021-2022 APS Board of Directors

Facebook Twitter LinkedIn Instagram
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