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President's Letter
Here in January in the north end of Cache Valley, Utah we are in the full grip of winter and yet we de-
cided that it was a very good time to sow seed of Penstemon eatonii in an area that had been prepared 
for native plant landscaping just before Thanksgiving. Additionally, we have been planting penstemon 
seed and placing them in our greenhouse (maintained at below 40˚ F) allowing them to vernalize and 
begin to sprout as the temperatures warm from winter to spring. 

At this time of the year, I historically have become excited and began planning for spring and summer! I 
am aware that many others do the same. Thus, in the comfort of our warm homes, the APS leadership 
had a Zoom board meeting January 22 and had a fantastic conversation with Dr. Walt Fertig about 
our upcoming 2024 Annual Society Meeting to be headquartered in Pullman, Washington June 21-23. 
Please take a minute to read what he shares with us in planning for our annual meeting in this, and 
upcoming newsletters. SAVE THE DATES: Meeting registration and lodging information will be 
available in March and emailed to members.

A second important subject in our recent board meeting was that we had the opportunity to meet Elliot 
Gordon, who has volunteered to assist our Society in the areas of our social media, like Facebook. 
As many of you may already have noticed, Elliot is active on our Google APS discussion forum and 
has prepared a very informative article about the penstemon 
found in Mexico in our upcoming annual APS Bulletin. He has 
a very strong interest in botany, loves to garden, and pro-
fessionally is a Geotechnical Engineer in Albuquerque, NM. 
We are very excited to welcome Elliot’s assistance with our 
Society’s social media.

In our recent Board meeting we discussed several other 
ideas, but I do not have time to cover them here. We will be 
posting the notes of the board meeting online so you will be 
able to see what was on the full agenda. 

In closing, I would like to return to the opening thoughts of this 
letter, and that is, I hope you are finding some enjoyment this 
winter in laying out your plans to attend our upcoming 2024 
Annual APS Meeting in Pullman along with both dreaming 
and preparing to revel in the upcoming time outdoors when 
the plants around us again wake up and share their beauty! 

Mikel Stevens, President  
American Penstemon Society
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Walla Walla–Blue Mountains Penstemon Scouting Adventure
By Lupita Wesseler and Teri Shore

We were thrilled to find five species of penstemons in the Blue Mountains 
southeast Walla Walla, WA, in roadside and meadow habitat at about 
5,000 feet off Highway 204 in Oregon during a daylong hunt on July 22, 
2023. 

APS Treasurer and Seed Exchanger, Lupita and Rick Wesseler, respec-
tively, led the way with new member Teri Shore and her black lab Ming in 
tow. All of us planned to attend the APS meeting that was canceled, but 
decided to meet up anyway, getting back to town in time for the virtual 
meeting that day.

Three species were in gorgeous full flower: large clumps of lavender-blue 
P. Venustus, abundant blue-purple P. attenuates, and a sticky violet Pen-
stemon we thought was P. 

glandulosus. The light pale-yellow P. attenuatus var. pa-
lustris we spotted had mostly gone to seed, but a few 
flowers remained here and there. Several leafy bunches 
of Penstemon fruiticosus on road cut were done flower-
ing and had gone to seed. Several lovely groupings of 
pink Nothochelone nemorosa also popped up here and 
there.

On the recommendation of Jim Cane, native bee and 
pollination ecologist, who heard of our plight through the 

APS Google forum, we headed to the Sprout Springs 
area, about a 45 minute drive from Walla Walla. Our first 
stop was at a pull-off where we found both P. venus-
tus and P. attenuatus along the road. Next, we hiked up 
under the old chair lift at the Sprout Springs Ski Area 
through fields of P. venustus and P. attenuatus nestled 
among amazing displays of bright red Castilleja, pur-
ple-blue Delphinium, and multiple other species of na-
tive wildflowers. 

Teri & Lupita in Walla Walla 
(Photo Rick Wesseler)

P. attenuatus var. attenuatus (Photo Lupita Wesseler)

P. venustus bee pollinator (Photo Lupita Wesseler)

Penstemon venustus at Jubilee Lake (Photo Teri Shore)

https://penstemons.org/
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After that, we drove into the forest on dirt roads 
to search out meadows and other suitable hab-
itat. Lupita and Rick relied on experience and 
intuition to find hidden patches of penstemons 
among the larch, pine, fir, and spruce trees. 

Later, Teri stumbled upon a big batch of P. ve-
nustus in the parking lot near the boat launch 
at Jubilee Lake, 12 miles northeast of Hwy 
204. The penstemons were thriving despite the 
crowds, cars and trampling by lake users carry-
ing kayaks and coolers.

The trip was well worth the journey and consid-
ering the hot weather, we found refuge and flow-
ering penstemons in the high elevation moun-
tains in Oregon.

P. venustus Road Cut (Photo Lupita Wesseler)

P. attenuatus var. palustris (Photo Lupita Wesseler) Sprout Springs Meadow (Photo Lupita Wesseler)

Sprout Springs Mountain View (Photo Lupita Wesseler)

P. fruticosus in route to Jubilee Lake (Photo Lupita Wesseler)

Teri Shores Sprout Springs Ski Area (Photo Lupita Wesseler)

https://penstemons.org/
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Penstemaniacs Descending 
on Pullman and Southeast  
Washington in June 2024

Walter Fertig 
Marion Ownbey Herbarium 

Washington State University

After a false start in 2023, the American Pen-
stemon Society will be visiting the Blue Moun-
tains and vicinity of southeastern Washington 
and adjacent Idaho for the 2024 annual meeting. 
Pullman will be the host city this year, with events 
planned on the campus of Washington State Uni-
versity on the evenings of June 21 and 22. The 
final itinerary for field trips still is being planned, 
but will include an auto tour targeting the native 
penstemons and early summer wildflowers of the 
Blue Mountains, as well as side trips to high points 
in the Palouse grassland and Moscow Mountain 
in Idaho for additional species.

In contrast to the dramatic peaks and crags of 
the Cascades, the Blue Mountains are relatively 
low and flat-topped. Most of the range in Wash-
ington is comprised of thick deposits of flood ba-

salts that buried most of the Columbia Plateau of 
eastern Washington in a series of volcanic events 
starting about 17 million years ago. The oldest 
basalt layer is the Grande Ronde, named for the 
sinuous river (and its tributaries) which have chis-
eled the Blues into a complex series of mesas and 
deep canyons. Conifer forests cover most of the 
summits and north slopes of the Blues, but are in-
terspersed with montane meadows on south-fac-
ing slopes at higher elevations, and aridic cliffs 
and riparian forests at lower elevations. This di-
versity of habitats is ideal for wildflowers, with 
nearly 850 native species known from the area.

At least seven Penstemon species are known 
from the Blue Mountains in Washington. The apt-
ly named Blue Mountain penstemon (Penstemon 
pennellianus) is endemic to the Blues, and in my 

opinion, the prettiest of the seven. It has large, 
sky-blue flowers over an inch and a quarter long, 
and broad, elliptic to lance-shaped basal leaves. 
The anthers are unique among the Blue Moun-
tain species in opening only at their tips, rather 

Penstemon pennellianus (Photo Walter Fertig)

Ponderosa pine Forest at edge of meadow, Blue Moun-
tains (Photo Walt Fertig)

https://penstemons.org/
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than across both sacs or the connective that joins 
the sacs. At first glance, it might be confused 
with Showy penstemon (P. speciosus) of central 
Washington, Oregon, and southern Idaho, but 
that species has much narrower leaves. David 
Keck (who named the species after Penstemon 
expert Francis Pennell) believed that P. pennel-
lianus originated as a hybrid between P. specio-
sus and P. payettensis, endemic to the Wallowa 
Mountains and vicinity in Oregon and central Ida-
ho. Most populations of Blue Mountain penste-
mon are small and the species is considered rare 
in Washington. It favors semi-barren ridgetops 
and rims, and sparsely vegetated meadows, and 
has adapted well to the gravel edges of Forest 
Service roads, making it appear more abundant 
than it really is (get away from the roads and the 
plants drop out almost immediately). 

The most common penstemon in the Blue 
Mountains is Taper-leaved penstemon (P. atten-
uatus), which is found in forest understories and 
meadow edges throughout the range. This spe-
cies has small, deep purple flowers that are cov-
ered in fine glandular hairs. Outside of the Blues, 
it also can be yellow-flowered, prompting its other 
common name, sulphur penstemon (but not to 
be confused with yellow penstemon, P. confer-
tus). Taper-leaved penstemon is often tall with 4 
or more well-spaced flower clusters (var. atten-
uatus). Occasional plants in the Blues have 2-3 
flower clusters and approach var. palustris, a NE 
Oregon endemic.

Another common species in the Blues is Ve-
nus’s penstemon (P. venustus) which is found 
mostly in the Blue and Wallowa Mountains but 
has escaped elsewhere in the west. P. venustus 
can be recognized by its clusters of tall stems, 
serrated leaves, and whorls of pale purple flow-
ers with finely ciliate corolla lobes. The stamens 
of venustus also are distinctive in having hairy 
stalks and horseshoe-shaped anthers that split 
open at the top (across the connective). This spe-
cies is more common in hotter canyons and rocky 
ledges at lower elevations of the Blue Mountains.

The aptly named glandular penstemon (P. 

glandulosus var. glandulosus) occurs at mid-el-
evations on open slopes or roadcuts within coni-
fer forests. It can be hard to find, as herbivores 
seem to really like to top the inflorescences – de-
spite the copious covering of sticky glands on the 
branches and purple flowers. 

Hot rock penstemon (P. deustus) is perhaps 
the easiest penstemon to recognize in the Blue 
Mountains, as it is the only species with white 
to pale yellow flowers. The glandular stems 
and toothed leaves are distinctive too. Taxono-
mists recognize three varieties of P. deustus in 
the Northwest, with var. deustus being the most 
common form in eastern Washington. It typically 
has white flowers and broad leaves. The rare, lin-
ear-leaved var. variabilis is endemic to the lower 
Columbia River valley in southern Washington 
and Oregon. Plants from the Blue Mountains of-
ten are pale yellow-flowered with narrow leaves 
and are intermediate between these two varieties. 

Penstemon venustus (Photo Walt Fertig)

https://penstemons.org/
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Genetic work on the Blue Mountain plants would 
be very useful to tease out their relationships.

Perhaps the least showy penstemon from the 
Blue Mountains is whorled pen-
stemon (P. triphyllus). As its Lat-
in name suggests, the leaves of 
this species are often in groups of 
three at a node, rather than paired 
as in most penstemons. Whorled 
penstemon occurs at the lowest 
elevations in the Blues, as well as 
rocky areas along the Snake Riv-
er. It can also be recognized by its 
small, pale purple flowers. We have 
the mostly entire-leaved form (var. 
triphyllus) in Washington, but this 
is replaced by the deeply-toothed 
var. infernalis of Hell’s Canyon, up-
stream in Idaho and Oregon.

Last, but not least, is the 
mat-forming, bush penstemon (P. 
fruticosus), the only member of 

the woolly-anthered subgenus Dasanthera in the 
Blue Mountains. Plants from the Blue, Wallowas, 
and Seven Devils mountains of SE Washington, 
NE Oregon, and WC Idaho belong to var. serra-
tus, which differs from other forms of the species 
in having fairly broad and coarse-toothed leaves. 
Bush penstemon (P. fruticosus) is found on ba-
salt rock faces and intrusive dikes at higher ele-
vations of the Blue Mountains, where it is often 
fairly sporadic.

Fortunately, all of the Blue Mountain spe-
cies are relatively easy to find along roadsides. 
Finding them all will entail a full day of driving, as 
we make a loop through the eastern and central 
parts of the range. Additional trips for the Penste-
mon Society weekend still are being planned, so 
stay tuned for more details on the APS website. 
In addition to penstemons, there are many oth-
er interesting and beautiful wildflowers to enjoy 
in the Blues, such as Brown’s peony (Paeonia 
brownii—one of only two native peonies in North 
America), Dutchman’s breeches (Dicentra cucul-
laria), and yeti phlox (Phlox solivaga), a recently 
described endemic of the range. 

I hope to see a good crowd of Penstemaniacs 
at this year’s meeting!

Penstemon deustus (Photo Walt Fertig)

Penstemon fruticosus in Hell’s Canyon. (Photo Stephen Love)

https://penstemons.org/
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Photos

Vernalizing penstemon seeded flats.. (Photo Mikel Stevens)

Mikel Stevens spreading Penstemon eatonii seed on the snow in January 2024, on land that had been prepared for 
wildflowers prior to starting winter. (Photo Mikel Stevens)

https://penstemons.org/
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Penstemon deustus—2013 American Penstemon Society Meeting in Hell’s Canyon. (Photo Stephen Love)

Penstemon venustus in the Blue Mountains southeast Walla Walla, WA (Photo Lupita Wesseler)

https://penstemons.org/
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Penstemon eatonii var. undosus growing in the wild west of Blanding, Utah. (Photo Mikel Stevens)

Volunteer Needs and Open Appointed Positions
Marketing and Graphic Design—The APS board sees a need for a new logo design that captures 
the spirit of the Society and serves our branding and advertising needs. Volunteers with marketing and 
graphic design skills are needed to help us in this effort. We are interested in sponsoring a logo contest 
with design guidelines and prizes for top contenders. 

Newsletter Editor (President Appointed Board Position)—The APS newsletter is published quarterly. 
Duties of the Newsletter Editor include soliciting articles, writing, editing, and working with the newslet-
ter publisher for digital distribution and attending board meetings. Attends board meetings and reports 
on newsletter operations. The term of office is three years or longer by mutual agreement.

Nominating Committee Chair—(President Appointed Board Position)—Duties shall include working 
with team of volunteers to search for and recruit willing and qualified members of the Society to fill 
elected and appointed offices; prepare slate of candidates for each election, ensuring that members of 
the Society can freely nominate their candidates; distributing ballots to the membership and announc-
ing election results at the Annual Meeting; and attending board meetings and reporting on status and 
annual election needs. The term of office shall be three years or longer by mutual consent.

Special Projects Director—Duties shall include managing the Society’s funded grants program; so-
liciting proposals from botanical and horticultural groups as well as members whose projects reflect 
the objectives of the Society; ranking and funding these projects as budget allows and presenting an 
annual report to the Board of Directors. The term is three years or longer by mutual consent. 

Volunteer members support the APS mission and operations to accomplish them. Share your passion 
for Penstemons and skills by joining the Board and appointed members in this effort. We look forward 
to your involvement. If you have experience or are interested in gaining experience in any of these 
areas or know of anyone who might be interested in any of these roles email the Board by clicking on 
this link.

https://penstemons.org/
mailto:mikel.r.stevens%40gmail.com?subject=nominating%20committee
mailto:mikel.r.stevens%40gmail.com?subject=nominating%20committee
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2023-24 SEED EXCHANGE
Rick Wesseler

SEED EXCHANGE NEWS
Update 1/25/24

The 2023-24 seed exchange now is open until March 15, 2024. The seed list is found on 
the Society website along with the order form in pdf or Word format. 

I appreciate folks using the form and completing all the columns for information on the seed 
that you are requesting. Also, please consider adding some alternative selections in case a 
seed lot runs out fast. That does make my job easier than guessing what you want.

If you haven’t placed an order yet, please revisit the seed list as many lots have been used 
up and have been removed from the list.

Forms can be emailed to me at the address on the bottom of the form if you are paying by 
PayPal. Checks and cash orders can be mailed to our address which also is listed on the 
form.

I would like to thank the donors of seed this year:
Jay Shields
John Weiser
Nan Vance
Beth Corbin
Donald Mitchell
Mikel Stevens
Ron Ratko
Mike Kintgen
Julie Baldwin
Carol Fifer
Eric Johnson
Skylar Christense of Nature’s Seed
Linda Moore
Ginny Maffitt

I’m sure all of the Society’s members appreciate the time and commitment that you put into 
providing seed for the exchange. This year we have several new donors, which always is 
appreciated, along with many long-term donors. 

The exchange would not be possible without your support so THANK YOU!

https://penstemons.org/
mailto:Rick%20Wesseler?subject=aps.seedex%40yahoo.com
https://penstemons.org/index.php/seedex
https://penstemons.org/images/seedex/2023MasterSeedDonationListrev1.pdf
https://penstemons.org/
https://penstemons.org/index.php/seedex
mailto:emailed%20to%20me?subject=aps.seedex%40yahoo.com
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AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY SEED EXCHANGE ORDER FORM 

  Lot # No. Species Name Fee 
Example 23-001 242 P. spectabilis  $                1.00  

1         
2         
3         
4         
5         
6         
7         
8         
9         

10         
11         
12         
13         
14         
15         
16         
17         
18         
19         
20         

SUBSTITUTIONS:   Seed packet fees @ $1.00 per packet:   
  Handling and Mailing:  $                 1.00  
  Total:   

Name and Mailing Address:   
    
    
    
    

Your email address:     
     

Payment Type: 
 

Check Enclosed  
  Mail order form to:   

Please include   Rick Wesseler  
substitutions   2841 NE Shepard Rd  

on order form   Bend, OR 97701  
  

 

  
  PayPal Payment Made via APS website: Penstmons.org 

  PayPal  Minimum Order $5.00  
   Email order to: aps.seedex@yahoo.com  

 

https://penstemons.org/
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APS Special Projects grants

Do you know that APS provides funds to support activities that meet 
our mission? Once a year, we put out a call for proposals that promote 
conservation of Penstemon species in the wild, or appreciation for the 
diversity and beauty of penstemons in wild and domestic landscapes. 
Proposal submitters may request up to $1000, and must be members 
of APS.

I have served as director of this program since 2012. During that time, 
we have funded 35 projects! Many of these projects have been public 
gardens, several grants supported horticultural research, and a number 
have helped fund basic research about Penstemon distribution and evo-
lution. You have read about many of these projects in the APS Bulletin.

In 2017, we introduced a new category of funding aimed at graduate 
students working on any aspect of Penstemon science, with maximum 
funding of $2000. The quality of proposals that we receive from these 
budding scientists is excellent, and we’re honored to have our Society 
recognized when they present their work in public and academic set-
tings.

As members of APS, you have the opportunity to apply for these grants—
if you have a good idea, please apply! Also, if you are associated with 
people or organizations that would benefit from our funding, please let 
them know of this opportunity! They may join for the purpose of apply-
ing, and we think they will stick around when they meet their penstemon 
soul-mates in APS.

The Request for Proposals is on the facing page. Please share it with 
your friends and colleagues. 

Dorothy Tuthill, PhD, Chair 
APS Special Projects Grants

https://penstemons.org/
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The purpose of the APS Special Projects Program is to stimulate activities that promote knowledge and 
appreciation of penstemons. The Society is particularly interested in funding projects that:

1) Promote conservation of Penstemon species in the wild, especially rare or sensitive ones, through
understanding of factors that affect their survival, or

2) Promote appreciation for the diversity and beauty of penstemons in wild and domestic landscapes,
through horticultural research, dissemination of information of interest to gardeners, or the construction or
enhancement of educational display gardens.

AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY
APPLICATIONS SOUGHT FOR 2024 SPECIAL PROJECT GRANTS

All applicants must be current members of APS, and may join APS for the purpose of submitting a 
proposal. Maximum award amount is $1000; in the past three years, awards have ranged from $100 to 
$1000. Awards are not intended to pay wages or travel to meetings. The number of successful awards in 
any year will be determined by the number of high-quality proposals, value of the awards, and the annual 
budget. Awardees are required to submit a final project report, due one year after the award is made, and 
provide either an article for the newsletter or the Journal, or an oral presentation at an annual meeting.

Proposal Format
Proposals should not exceed five pages, and must follow this format:

1. Project name
2. Name and contact information of submitter(s)
3. Requested funding amount
4. Objective of the project
5. Background and rationale
6. Proposed methods and timeline
7. Itemized budget
8. Description of submitters’ qualifications.

Submit proposals to Dorothy Tuthill via email (dtuthill@uwyo.edu) or mail (1487 State Highway 230, 
Laramie, WY, 82070) no later than March 31, 2024. Receipt of proposals will be acknowledged by email, 
and successful awardees will be notified no later than May 15, with disbursements made in late May.

Graduate student scholarship grant
In addition to the program described above, graduate students researching penstemon-related topics may
apply for a research grant with a maximum award of $2000. Full details of this program, including 
instructions for proposal submission, are available at https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/grants.

More information about the American Penstemon Society can be found at 
https://penstemons.org.

Visit the APS website for more 
information.

https://penstemons.org/
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Membership
Beth Corbin, Membership Chair

APS New Members as of January 26, 2024

Ann Zielinski—Canon City, CO

Bleecker Springs—Park City, UT

Chase Akins—Marengo, IL

Daniel Mosquin—Burnaby, BC Canada

Elisabeth Zander—Goshen, CT

Isaiah Smith—Cheyenne, WY

Janice Aspite—Langhome, PA

Lena Youkhana—Seattle, WA

Liz & Marty Johnson—Randolph, NH

Lonnie Isaacson—Camas, WA

Roy Burke—Summerset, SD

Seth Watkins—Flagstaff, AZ

William Garrett—Henderson, NV

Ralph Tran—Ramona, CA

Diane Jones—Boise, ID

Thomas Van Hevelinger—Portland, OR

Welcome to the American Penstemon Society!

Reminder: Remember that memberships run for the calendar year, so renewals 
were due January 1st. If you received an email reminder from me and have not 
yet renewed, please do so soon.  Per our bylaws, unpaid memberships become 
delinquent on May 1.

If you have any questions about your membership, please contact Beth Corbin, 
membership chair, at aps.membership@yahoo.com. You may renew your 
membership online or mail me a check (Beth Corbin, APS Membership, PO Box 
52, Marsing, ID 83639). Please also let me know any updated contact information. 

US & Canada memberships are $25/year or $50 for 3 years. International mem-
berships are $40/year or $80 for 3 years. Life memberships are $250 and Student 
memberships are $5/year. 

https://penstemons.org/
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
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American Penstemon Society Membership Form

The American Penstemon Society is hundreds of penstemon aficionados world-wide, many of whom enjoy meeting 
other APS members and traveling to interesting venues each year for our annual meetings/field trips. 

Dues include our APS Newsletter (with a link sent to our members electronically when each edition is published, and 
archived copies are posted on our website), the annual APS Bulletin, and the opportunity to obtain penstemon seed 
through the APS seed exchange. The membership year is January through December, and renewal dues are payable 
by the first of January in each subsequent year. The American Penstemon Society is a 501(c)(3) charitable organiza-
tion, and all donations and memberships are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the law. Unless otherwise spec-
ified, no goods or services are received for a donation. The receipt of a Newsletter or Bulletin is not considered as 
“goods”.

Effective January 1, 2019, annual membership dues are $25 for USA/Canada, $40 for international membership, and 
$250 for life membership. Three-year membership are $50 for US and Canada and $80 for International members. 
Members may pay two years in advance and receive the third year free. 

Please do not send cash. 

There are two methods to pay the dues, by PayPal on our website (https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/member-
ships) or by check payable to American Penstemon Society and mailed to: 

Beth Corbin, Membership Secretary
PO Box 52
Marsing, ID 83639

For new memberships, or to renew an existing membership, please print this page and fill in the member information 
section below and either email it to Beth (aps.membership@yahoo.com) or mail it to her at the same time as your 
dues are being paid. Please contact Beth with any questions about your membership, or to update your contact infor-
mation currently on file. Thanks for your enthusiastic support of the Society!

Membership Level:	 New       Renewal        Gift Membership:        from 							     
		

US & Canada, one year................................................................... $25
US & Canada, three years.............................................................. $50
International, one year.................................................................... $40
International, three years................................................................ $80
Student............................................................................................. $5
Life Membership .......................................................................... $250
OPTIONAL: Donation to Special Projects Program $                             

Name                                                                                                                                                    �           

Address                                                                                                                                                        �    

                                                                                                                                                                    �     

Phone #                                                                                                                                                      �    

E-Mail                                                                                                                                                          �     

We do not sell, share or distribute member data in any manner. Ver.10/2020

https://penstemons.org/
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
https://penstemons.org/index.php/society/memberships
mailto:aps.membership%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Resources
Northwest Penstemons: Dee Strickler and Andy MacKinnon (Available through APS, see order form 
page 2 of this newsletter)

Andi Wolfe’s Lab: https://wolfelab.asc.ohio-state.edu/database.php
The Wessinger Lab – Plant Evolutionary Genetics: https://wessingerlab.github.io/index.html
APS YOUTUBE CHANNEL: The full APS 2020 ZOOM meeting video on the APS YouTube channel: 
https://youtu.be/FUepcwa6kNI
This icon points to tables that contain Utah penstemon data and photos on Flickr®, maintained by Tony 
Frates. https://www.flickr.com/photos/tonyfrates/

Beth Corbin writes: There’s a petition to list Penstemon albomarginatum under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. Many of us saw this plant at our meeting in Las Vegas a few years ago.

Growing Penstemons: Dale Lindgren and Ellen Wilde

Penstemons: Robert Nold

Penstemons: The Beautiful Beardtongues of New Mexico: Jean Hef-
lin, Bill Heflin, and DeWitt Ivey

The Gardener’s Guide to Growing Penstemons: David Way and Peter 
James

Penstemon of Southeastern Colorado: Don Barnett and Donnie Bar-
nett

The Heart of Penstemon Country: A Natural History of Penstemons 
in the Utah Region: Mikel R. Stevens, Stephen L. Love, and Tony Mc-
Cammon

Wildflowers of the Rocky Mountain Region: Denver Botanic Gardens 
(Timber Press Field Guide 2018)

Endangered Penstemon Carol Fifer, Bozeman, MT, writes in the Google List: “A new list of plants 
and animals under consideration for listing under the ESA (Endangered Species Act) has just been 
published. One species under consideration is the white-margined penstemon. It is considered a rare 
perennial that grows in the Mojave Desert. Wouldn’t it be fantastic for the plant to be listed? Well, yes 
and no. That would mean there are very few remaining. It could also send unsavory characters into the 
desert seeking to collect plants or seeds. The good news is that it has the potential to receive the high-
est possible level of protection. Has anyone photographed a white-margined penstemon and would 
they be willing to share the image with us?”

Cartoon by Doug Hastings

This is a reminder to readers that stories and pictures of APS events  
always are welcome. 

If you have stories you’d like to share, please send them  
to penstemoneditor@gmail.com. 

Send pictures separate from text. 
Name pictures with the caption for the picture or alternately, send picture information 

including picture number, location, event, date, place and photographer. 

https://penstemons.org/
https://wolfelab.asc.ohio-state.edu/database.php
https://wessingerlab.github.io/index.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h_-22iKjLdPzi4E0R3j2O_k_oaVMGt14/view
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tonyfrates/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tonyfrates/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tonyfrates/
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/protections-sought-for-rare-mojave-desert-wildflower-threatened-by-urban-sprawl-energy-development-2023-03-16/?utm_source=eeo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eeo1184&utm_term=EndangeredSpecies&emci=5ff5c457-a2c3-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=c1446026-34c4-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=1887777
mailto:penstemoneditor%40gmail.com?subject=
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Order Form for Dee Strickler “Northwest Penstemons”

Dee Strickler’s widow Claire gave the American Penstemon Society (APS) two cases of 
“Northwest Penstemons” authored by her husband, the late Dee Strickler, PhD, and illustrat-
ed by their daughter, Zoe. The book has 80 full-color pictures of Penstemon species along 
with maps, descriptions and growing information. Hardcover, 191 pages; published Septem-
ber 1, 1997 by Flower Pr; ISBN1560445726 (ISBN13: 9781560445722).

Title: Northwest Penstemons: 80 Species of Penstemon Native to the Pacific North-
west.

Price: $18.50
Your check or money order must be made payable to APS
Print and complete this form and mail with your check or money order to

American Penstemon Society 
c/o Lupita Wesseler 

2841 NE Shepard Rd. 
Bend OR 97701

Books will be mailed after payment is received.

NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

NUMBER OF BOOKS

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

email: aps.treasurer@yahoo.com

https://penstemons.org/
mailto:aps.treasurer%40yahoo.com?subject=
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APS Board Members 2023-24
Elected Officers (term 3 years)                                                             Name          
President........................................................................................... Mikel Stevens
Vice President....................................................................................Randy Tatroe
Treasurer........................................................................................Lupita Wesseler
Secretary...............................................................................................Cindy Reed
At-large..........................................................................................................Vacant
At-large........................................................................................Gerald Klingaman
At-large...........................................................................................Bob Pennington

Appointed Officers                                                                                Name          
Director of Seed Exchange...............................................................Rick Wesseler
Registrar of Cultivars/Hybrids........................................................... Dale Lindgren
Membership.......................................................................................... Beth Corbin 
Nomination Committee Chair........................................................................Vacant
Finance—Auditor................................................................................. Ed Godleski
Librarian.............................................................................................Stephen Love
Custodian of Slide Collection.............................................................Stephen Love
Historian............................................................................................ Dale Lindgren
Special Projects.................................................................................Dorothy Tuthill
Website Administrator...................................................................Hugh Mac Millan
Website Administrator..................................................................Matthew Robbins
Bulletin Editor.....................................................................................Stephen Love
Newsletter Editor...........................................................................................Vacant
Newsletter Publisher.......................................................................Martha Dibblee
Email Administrator.........................................................................Martha Dibblee

Facebook Twitter LinkedIn Instagram

Minutes of 2023 Meetings 
of the American Penstemon Society

Two meetings of the American Penstemon Society were held by Zoom in 2023, one June 22, which 
documented cancellation of the 2023 Annual Meeting in Walla Walla and the Official Annual Meeting 
July 20, which included election of officers by acclimation. Links to the Zoom meetings provided by 
Past-President Andi Wolfe are below. In addition, Secretary Cindy Reed provided written minutes of 
the July 22 Board Meeting, available upon request. Below are the links for both the Board Meeting 
and Annual Meeting for 2023:

July 22, 2023 APS Board Meeting
July 20, 2023 APS Annual Meeting

https://penstemons.org/
https://www.facebook.com/American-Penstemon-Society-212411169062/about/?ref=page_internal
https://twitter.com/americanpenste1
https://www.boisestate.edu/biology/2022/02/08/american-penstemon-society-grants/
https://www.instagram.com/american_penstemon_society/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/American-Penstemon-Society-212411169062/about/?ref=page_internal
https://twitter.com/americanpenste1
https://www.boisestate.edu/biology/2022/02/08/american-penstemon-society-grants/
https://www.instagram.com/american_penstemon_society/?hl=en
https://osu.zoom.us/rec/share/26sUE8aNUIIUHVlloWYqOHcjUtkjJ7XgL2GwPdmVOCh4fbahZwuBER9GcH6Ox75B.Rqdz6wzVSMjkl-ZK?startTime=1689899528000
https://osu.zoom.us/rec/share/Xn4t6DZCVyuDAvaJF4q3WkmJ0SV8TWwQT427RN60nXYsQJB-Wa7yGH0g_g1754OK.e7dFkJ6VjvhRYOT7?startTime=1690072259000

	President's Letter
	Walla Walla–Blue Mountains Penstemon Scouting Adventure
	Penstemaniacs Descending
on Pullman and Southeast 
Washington in June 2024
	Photos
	Volunteer Needs and Open Appointed Positions
	2023-24 SEED EXCHANGE
	APS Special Projects grants
	Membership
	American Penstemon Society Membership Form
	Resources
	Order Form for Dee Strickler “Northwest Penstemons”
	APS Board Members 2023-24
	Minutes of 2023 Meetings
of the American Penstemon Society

